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Editor's  Note 


By  Nancy  Poon,  II 
Editor-in-Chief 

I  felt  like  a  real  journalist 
five  years  ago  when  my  first  article 
on  a  sixie’s  viewpoints  appeared 
in  the  Argo.  Over  the  past  few 
weeks  I  experienced  what  it  felt 
like  to  be  a  real  editor  as  I  held  my 
first  one  hundred  fifty  plus  staff 
meeting  in  the  auditorium,  an¬ 
swered  endless  questions  in 
homeroom ,  and  arranged  meetings 
with  The  New  York  Times  and  The 
Boston  Globe.  It  has  been  an  excit¬ 
ing  and  eventful  transition. 

Since  my  start  on  the  pa¬ 


per,  I  have  had  the  opportunity  to 
work  with  many  gifted,  dedicated, 
and  unique  editors.  Now  in  the 
Argo’s  25lh  anniversary  year,  I, 
one  year  younger  than  my  prede¬ 
cessors,  challenge  the  staff  and 
myself  to  continue  and  improve 
upon  the  tradition  of  excellence. 

The  history  of  the  Argo 
consists  of  a  number  of  memo¬ 
rable  issues,  forums,  and  most  defi¬ 
nitely,  changes.  In  an  anniversary 
ye;ir,  it  is  seemingly  fitting  that  the 
Argo  should  take  large  strides  to¬ 
wards  new  changes.  This  year  the 
Argo's  publication  rate  has  in- 


Congratulations 


Congratulations  to  the  newly 
elected  Senior  Class  Officers: 

President:  Tameka  Moss 
Vice  President:  P.T.  Black 
Secretary:  Sara  Adams 
Treasurer:  Charlese  Harris 
Class  Committee  Chairperson: 
Jean-Paul  Limontas 
Class  Committee  Members: 
Christopher  Bletzer 
Marinella  Bogaziolis 
Angela  Brooks 
Nina  Cordelia 
Michacla  Gimbrone 
Chris  Hurld 


Mickela  Ibrahim 
Kenneth  Lee 
Lisa  Mclpignano 
Natasha  Nesmith 
Raqucl  Ruano 

Congratulations  to  the  newly 
elected  National  Honor  Society 
Officers: 

President:  P.T.  Black 
Vice-President:  Tameka  Moss 
Secretary:  Marianne  Staniunas 
Treasurer:  Quan  Do 


creased  to  eight  issues  in  addition 
to  a  summer  edidon  for  the  incom¬ 
ing  students  during  the  August  ori¬ 
entation  program.The  paper  will 
also  broaden  to  serve  not  only  stu¬ 
dents  and  faculty,  but  will  extend 
to  the  entire  Ladn  School  commu¬ 
nity  with  notes  and  updates  from 
parents,  alumni,  and  the  various 
school-support  groups. 

In  order  for  a  newspaper 
to  improve  and  serve  such  a  com¬ 
munity  requires  everyone’s  in¬ 
volvement,  whether  it  be  as  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  staff,  a  contributing 
writer,  ora  responsive  reader.  The 


Argo  should  serve  as  a  forum  for 
the  exchange  of  news  and  ideas 
and  all  are  welcome  to  become  a 
part  of  the  team. 

This  year’s  staff  is  large 
and  includes  a  diverse  range  of  all 
the  grades,  groups,  and  talents 
abound  at  Boston  Latin.  My  per¬ 
sonal  congratulations  to  the  excel¬ 
lent  work  done  by  this  year’s  staff 
and  editorial  board,  the  most  dedi¬ 
cated  and  active  group  with  whom 
I  have  ever  worked.  A  special  rec¬ 
ognition  to  our  3rd  floor  staff  for 
having  the  largest  Class  VI  pru  t  ici- 
pation  ever  in  Argo  history.  The 


time  and  commitment,  everything 
from  typing  and  layout  training, 
watch  ing  athletic  practices  for  four 
straight  days  in  pursuit  of  an  ar¬ 
ticle,  last  minute  story  assign¬ 
ments,  the  diligent  copy  editing, 
the  constant  clicking  of  the  cam¬ 
eras,  the  bake  sales,  drawing  art¬ 
work,  to  the  final  collating  of  our 
prized  work  has  demonstrated 
skills  and  teamwork  beyond  im¬ 
pressive. 

As  the  group  continues 
to  work  on  upcoming  issues,  I 
hope  others  are  inspired  to  join. 
Enjoy  and  welcome  to  the  Argo. 


To  Reach  the  Argo. . . 

To  send  a  Letter  to  the  Editor: 
see  Nancy  Poon  in  134  or  Mr.  Flynn  in  Main  Office 


To  place  an  ad: 

see  Natalia  Crosby  in  103  or  Nicole  DcBenedictis  in  103 


To  place  an  event  in  the  calendar: 
see  Maria  Dubrowski  in  103  or  Mike  Pastore  in  202 


To  report  a  story,  do  photgraphy,  draw  artwork,  or  otherwise  join  the  Argo: 
see  Nancy  Poon  in  134  or  Edwina  Tom  in  228 


Boston  Latin  School 

Argo 

Founded  in  1970 


1st  Place  Winner  of  1994  New 
England  Scholastic  Press 
Association 
Competition 


The  Argo  is  a  school-affiliated 
publication  produced  monthly  by  the  stu¬ 
dents  of  Boston  Latin  School.  It  serves  us  a 
forum  for  the  free  exchange  of  news  and 
ideas  in  the  community  of  students,  fac¬ 
ulty,  parents,  and  alumni.  The  expressii  ms, 
suggestions,  and  contributions  of  all  read¬ 
ers  are  encouraged  through  letters  to  the 
editor.  The  Argo  reserves  the  right  to  edit 
letters  for  length  and  clarity. 


The  Argo  is  produced  as  an  extra¬ 
curricular  activity.  All  typography  and  lay¬ 
out  are  done  entirely  by  students  using 
Macintosh  computers  running  Microsoft 
Word  and  Aldus  PageMaker. 


Editor-in-Chief: 

Nancy  Poon 
Assistant  Editor: 

Edwina  Tom 
Layout  Editors: 

Kale  Fruman 
Scan  Ready 
Copy  Editors: 

Beth  Greenwood 
Marianne  Staniunas 
Asst.  Copy  Editor: 

Kent  Lam 
Collating  Editor: 

Malt  O’Malley 
Technical  Editor: 

John  Kosmidis 
Business  Managers: 

Natalia  Crosby 
Nicole  DcBenedictis 
Photography  Editors: 

Clara  Ellcrslon 
Erica  Sood 
Graphic  Arts  Editors: 

Alyssa  Tang 
Joseph  Warno 
Features  Editor: 

Valerie  Towe 
Sports  Editor: 

Lauren  McLaughlin 
Arts  &  Entertainment  Editors: 
Ursula  Liff 
Garbriela  Richard 
Editorial  Board  Associates: 

MarincllaBogaziotis 
Megan  Doran 
Maria  Dubrowski 
Rossana  Lau 
Vivian  Lam 
Winnie  Moy 
Mike  Pastore 
Sonny  Tan 
Faculty  Advisor: 

Malcolm  Flynn 


Staff: 


Joyce  Agho 
Erik  Alexianian 
Lisa  Borelli 
Lisa  Cai 
Sarah  Carter 
Amalia  Cerro 
Sophia  Cheng 
Irene  Chin 
Eva  Chung 
Maria  Colfrancesco 
Chris  Colitto 
Lauren  Craven 
Ryan  DiAngelis 
Marie  Don 
Okiemute  Emuyibo 
Andrew  Fagan 
Meghan  Foley 
David  Frye 
Stephen  Gucrriero 
Katrina  Grigg-Saito 
Andrea  Haney 
Julia  Hartwig 
Juliann  Hauck 
Huong  Hoang 
Rachel  Holland 
Tanya  Hughes 
Allison  Jolly 
Nakia  Johnson 
Regine  Joseph 
Nancy  Kiu 
Betty  Lam 
Lily  Lam 
Daisy  Lee 
May  Lee 
Jennifer  Lewcy 


Melissa  Li 
lun  Marlier 
Nicholas  Marsccill 
Meredith  McDonough 
Kristen  McDonnell 
I'uul  McFarland 
iX'borah  Milstcin 
Kevin  Moran 
1 4ii  Kam  Mui 
I  )nwn  Newcomb 
Ziad  Obcrmcycr 
Kristen  Olson 
Zachary  Perry 
A  i  Phuong  Pham 
Kristin  Purdy 
/lien  Qin 
Dana  Rooney 
Sonia  Salinsky 
Beth  Scagnoli 
1  ucy  Shum 
Catherine  So 
Shannon  Starck 
Morgan  Stockmaycr 
1  >czhcn  Tam 
Cassandra  Tamis 
I  li/abcth  Tisci 
linily  Tisci 
Lisa  Tobias 
Jonathan  Tran 
Uoncc  Thcrrin 
Shirley  Van 
Katrina  Wirth 
Vicki  Yip 
Dale  You 


The  names  of  staff  writers,  photographers,  and  artists  accompany  their  works.  Typing, 
copy  editing,  and  layout  production  staffs  along  with  business  staff  are  listed  above. 
Special  thanks  to  Mr.  Aversa,  Mr.  Binkoski,  Mr.  Casey,  Ms.  Colvario,  Mr.  Conlompasis, 
Ms.  Durkins,  Mr.  Gwiazda,  Ms.  Johnson,  Ms.  Kelly -LaCambria,  Ms.  O'  Medley,  Ms. 
Wong,  and  Editors  Emeriti  Diemanh  Nguyen,  Kelly  Gushue,  Hilary  Krieger,  Christine 
LaRosa,  James  LaRosa,  Lisa  Reynolds,  and  Carrie  Tai. 
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F.Y.I. :  School  Accreditation 


By  Maria  Dubrowski,  II 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

You’ve  heard  about  it  in 
school,  you’ve  seen  it  on  the  news, 
and  you’ve  read  it  in  the  papers, 
but  you  still  have  no  idea  what’s 
going  on:  School  Accreditation. 
School  Accreditation  is  a  constant 
process  of  self-examination  by  high 
schools  and  colleges  which  reaches 
its  climax  once  every  ten  years. 
This  year,  as  you  may  know,  hap¬ 
pens  to  be  one  such  year. 

The  purpose  of  school  ac¬ 
creditation  is  to  have  schools  evalu¬ 
ate  what  they  do,  how  they  do  it, 
and  how  effective  it  is.  The  New 
England  Association  of  Schools 
and  Colleges  states  that  “member¬ 
ship  in  and  accreditation  by  the 
NEASC  requires...  a  commitment 


toward  continual  self-evaluation, 
a  pledge  to  self-improvement,  and 
a  desire  to  maintain  the  Standards 
for  Accreditation.”  To  put  it 
bluntly,  we  have  to  make  sure  that 
our  school  is  keeping  pace  with  us 


and  our  society,  and  is  adapting  to 
better  fit  our  needs;  this  is  what  we 
must  prove  to  the  NEASC. 

The  actual  accreditation 
process  is  long  and  tedious.  Al¬ 
though  accreditation  takes  place 
only  once  every  ten  years,  the 
school  is  required  to  submit  re¬ 
ports  two  years  and  five  years  after 
each  accreditation  to  describe 
progress  made  toward  goals  estab¬ 


lished  during  the  last  self-evalua¬ 
tion.  In  addition,  the  school  must 
put  forth  a  Statement  of  Purpose 
(posted  on  bulletin  boards  through¬ 
out  the  school  and  located  in  the 
Student  Handbook),  and  prepare 


substantial  evidence  in  response  to 
the  NEASC’s  vast  in-depth  Q&A 
booklet.  These  preparations  in 
themselves  require  1  1/2  to  2  years 
of  hard  work  on  the  part  of  the 
committees  established  in  school 
to  complete  them.  The  commit¬ 
tees,  composed  of  both  students 
and  faculty,  met  last  year  on  half 
days  and  prepared  reports,  based 
on  the  school’s  Statement  of  Pur¬ 


pose,  dealing  with  various  aspects 
of  each  of  the  Standards  for  Ac¬ 
creditation: 

Curriculum  and  Instruction 
Student  Support  Services 
Library  Technology  and  Media 
Services 

Administration,  Faculty,  and  Sup 
port  Staff 
School  Facilities 

Community  Support  and  Involve¬ 
ment 

Financial  Support 
School  Climate 

Assessment  of  Student  Learning 
and  School  Performance 

A  visiting  committee 
from  the  NEASC  will  be  attending 
BLS  from  S  unday,  October  1 5  until 
Wednesday,  October  18.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  examining  the  school  in 
each  of  the  above-mentioned  ar¬ 


eas,  the  committee  will  be  visiting 
classrooms  and  talking  to  students 
as  well  as  staff.  There  should  be  no 
danger  of  BLS  losing  its  accredita¬ 
tion,  but  recommendations  for  im¬ 
provements  are  expected  from  the 
visiting  committee.  School  facili¬ 
ties  arc  a  primary  concern  at  the 
moment,  as  an  interest  in  expand¬ 
ing  the  space  for  the  library,  music, 
and  art  has  been  expressed.  Also, 
future  tracking  of  BLS  graduates 
can  be  expected,  as  it  is  necessary 
to  determine  whether  the  school 
has  been  successful  in  its  prepara¬ 
tion  of  students  for  the  outside 
world.  More  recommendations 
may  follow. 

After  this  October’s  ac¬ 
creditation,  BLS  will  again  begin 
to  make  adjustments  to  improve 
the  quality  of  education  here. 


.  .we  have  to  make  sure  that  our  school  is 
keeping  pace  with  us  and  our  society. . 


Artwork  by  Staff  Artist  Mike  Tran,  IV 


Labor  Day  Blues 


By  Naoko  Takamoto,  III 
Staff  Writer 

It  seems  that  Labor  Day 
has  been  the  deciding  landmark  of 
back-to- school  since  the  very  dawn 
of  time.  The  phrase  “Before-La¬ 
bor-Day”  has  about  as  much  eu¬ 
phemism  as  “summer  school.” 
Regardless,  the  school  board  de¬ 
cided  to  send  us  back  to  school 
earlier  than  usual.  We  all  know 
how  early.  Only  half  of  the  student 
population  could  take  consolation 
in  the  fact  that  classes  resume  in 
September.  Grades  seven  through 
nine  found  themselves  in  the  es¬ 
tablishment  in  August.  The  reason 


is  rather  basic.  Yes,  Boston  Latin 
students,  there  really  is  a  method  to 
their  madness. 

The  school  board  is  not 
as  cruel  as  we  would  like  to  imag¬ 
ine.  They  realized  that  the  school 
year  extended  too  far  into  June. 
Kids  who  scheduled  for  summer 
school  did  not  even  have  a  week  to 
relax  before  heading  off  for  an 
extra  semester.  And  so,  the  first 
day  of  school  became  August  3 1  st, 
following  the  logic,  “The  sooner 
we  get  there,  the  sooner  we  can  go 
home”...  weather  permitting.  The 
school  calendar  that  was  sent  home 
illustrates  that  (snow  days  inclu¬ 
sive)  students  will  be  released  on 
June  26th.  Last  year,  we  were 


scheduled  to  be  released  later  than 
the  26th,  but  because  there  were  no 
snow  days,  we  were  freed  on  the 
23rd.  So  no  matter  when  we  com¬ 
mence  classes,  any  year  that  we 
have  no  snow  days,  the  school  year 
will  end  earlier.  It  isjust  a  question 
of  how  much  earlier. 

It  can  display  some  facts 
and  points,  views  and  cliches,  but 
besides  that,  not  much  can  be  done. 
People  who  refuse  to  be  in  school 

any  longer  than  necessary  wit  I  not 
come,  whether  it  be  at  the  begin¬ 
ning  or  the  end  of  the  school  year. 
Some  people  don’t  even  care.  But 
at  this  school,  it  would  be  good  to 
entertain  the  question, “Were  those 
few  days  worth  it?” 


Clubs/Clubs,Clubs  Summer 

Orientation 


By  Kristen  Armandt,  IV 
Staff  Writer 

Do  you  really  know  how 
many  activities  are  available  at 
Boston  Latin?  Well,  you  would  if 
you  came  to  this  year’s  Extracur¬ 
ricular  Fair.  The  Extracurricular 
Fair  was  in¬ 
vented  last 
year  by 
Kelly 
Gushueand 
organized 
this  year  by 
Nancy 
Poon  as  a 
way  for  all 
students, 
particularly  sixies  and  B-sies,  to 
get  to  know  what  kinds  of  clubs 
BLS  has  to  offer. 

A  total  of  forty-three 
groups  sent  representatives  to  try 
to  recruit  new  members.  The  focus 
of  the  fair  is  to  try  and  get  new 
clubs  or  old  ones  that  had  a  hard 
time  starling  up  last  year  a  chance 


to  show  their  stuff.  One  of  the  new 
ones  that  promises  to  make  it  big 
time  is  the  Students  for  Environ¬ 
ment  Club. 

Another  is  the  Gay / 
S  traighl  Alliance.  The  Gay/Straight 
Alliance  teaches  that  everyone 
should  be  accepted  no  matter  what 
their  sexual 
preference,  and 
they  have  an 
“AIDS  Quilt” 
planned  to  re¬ 
member  all  the 
people  who 
have  AIDS  or 
are  HIV  posi¬ 
tive.  There’s 
also  one  asso¬ 
ciation  that  has  been  around  for  a 
very  long  time,  but  is  hardly  known 
..  .  The  BLS  Lampoon.  The  BLS 
Lampoon  is  a  humor  magazine  that 
comes  out  once  a  year  with  comics 
and  artwork  created  by  students. 
Almost  all  clubs  have  no  age  re¬ 
strictions  so  go  find  one  that  inter¬ 
ests  you  and  go  for  it. 


By  Anthony  Curro.VI 
Staff  Writer 
and  John  Kosmidis,  II 
Editorial  Board  Staff 

First  of  all,  we  have  to 
applaud  the  efforts  of  the  teachers 
and  parents.  You  did  a  marvelous 
job. 

We  asked  a  few  people 
about  their  opinions  on  the  Sum¬ 
mer  Orientation  program,  and  the 
response  was  generally  positive. 

Those  interviewed  en¬ 
joyed  themselves,  and  the  high¬ 
light  of  the  two  weeks  was  the  field 
day.  It  consisted  of  various  physi¬ 
cal  activities  which  allowed  new 
students  to  get  to  know  each  other. 
While  eating  Sicilian  pizza  and 
drinking  their  fill  of  soft  drinks, 
everyone  made  new  friends. 

All  were  impressed  with 
the  teachers,  and  felt  that  the  pro¬ 
gram  eased  their  fears  of  entering 
Boston  Latin.  Even  the  teachers 
liked  the  experience  and  were  glad 
it  was  added  in  1994. 


"...a  way  for  all  stu¬ 
dents,  particularly 
sixies  and  B-sies,  to  get 
to  know  what  kinds  of 
clubs  BLS  has  to  offer." 


Rescue 

disaster  victims, 
bust 

drug  smugglers, 
and  save 

the  environment. 

And  that’s  just  the  first  week. 


For  men  and  women  in  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,  the  action 
starts  as  soon  as  you  put  on  your  uniform. 

fc  -  ?  -x.  tr.fs-f  rx:::::::  :i:.r make  :  :n ar. .  :  ;ser. . a:ee: 

a!!-?;  serving  n  :he  U  S  Coast  Oua:u  Tc  n na  cut .:  v;u  quality.  ccrtact 

you'11  be  ready  ::r  anything  (SSl-SsS)  USCG  Information  Center 

From  day  one  you  1!  ce  tack  >vS2v<  14180  Dallas  Pkwy.,  Suite  326 
ling  major  assignments  arc  Dallas,  TX  75240-9795; 

making  reai-Iile  decisions,  to  Vj  1-800-424-8883,  Ext.  1337 

THE  U.S.  COAST  GUARD 
BE  PART  OF  THE  ACTION 


BLS  Argo,  October  1995 


4 


Remebering 

Mr.  McCloskey 


By  Edwina  Tom,  III 
Assistant  Editor 

Mr.  Thomas  McCloskey,  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  science  department  at  Boston 
Latin  School,  passed  away  on  Saturday, 
September  9,  1995.  He  is  remembered  as  a 
teacher  and  a  friend  of  the  student  body  and 
faculty. 

“I  remember  him  as  someone  who 
was  willing  to  help.  He  was  always  doing 
things  for  other  people,”  said  Ms.  Paync- 
Phillips,  a  biology  teacher  who  had  worked 
with  Mr.  McCloskey  for  six  years.  “He  was 
always  willing  to  share  information,  materi¬ 
als,  and  ideas.  He  was  always  proud  of  what 
his  students  did.” 

“He  was  a  very  kind  person  who 
cared  about  and  helped  his  colleagues.  He 
also  spent  long  hours  to  help  his  students  in 
any  way,”  said  Mr.  Browne,  a  friend  of  Mr. 
McCloskey  for  15  years,  and  addcd:“lle 
may  have  been  a  tough  teacher,  but  he  was 
definitely  a  kind  person.”  Just  like  Ms.  Pay  nc- 
Phillips,  Mr.  Brown  remembered  how  proud 
Mr.  McClosky  was  of  the  achievements  of 
his  students,  especially  when  they  won 
awards  in  the  subjects  he  taught. 

Another  friend  of  Mr.  McCloskey 


was  Mr.  Shluzas,  who  had  known  him  since 
1971 ,  when  they  both  taughlat  Boston  Tech¬ 
nical  High  School.  “Most  people  who  met' 
him  loved  him  a  lot  or  just  didn’t  get  along 
with  him.  He 
had  a  num¬ 
ber  of  close 
friends.  For 
those  who 
didn’t  get 
along  with 
him,  he 
didn’t  allow 
people  to  get 
to  him.  He 
had  a  free 
spirit.”  Mr 
Shluzas 
fondly  re¬ 
membered 
M  r 
McClosky 
as  a  person  who  “had  a  different  approach  or 
spin  to  just  about  everything  he  did.” 

Mr.  McCloskey  always  wanted  his 
students  to  do  their  besL  “Tom  had  high 
academic  standards,  and  he  would  not  com¬ 
promise  them.  He  always  held  his  students 
to  a  standard  of  excellence,”  said  Mr. 


Waldren,  a  close  friend  of  Mr.  McCloskey. 
“He  spent  long  hours  in  many  ways  to  help 
his  students  become  the  best  that  they  were 
capable  of  being.  He  was  extremely  proud 

of  the  sci¬ 
ence  awards 
won  by  his 
students,” 
he  agreed 
with  Mr. 
Browne. 

H  e 
was  a  person 
who  always 
shared, 
whether  it 
were  infor¬ 
mation,  ma¬ 
terials,  or 
ideas.  “He 
was  willing 
to  share  his 
stuff  [personal  things}.  You  can’t  say  that 
about  all  the  teachers,”  said  Ms.  Greaves, 
who  teaches  earth  science  at  BLS.  He  al¬ 
ways  gave  his  opinion  if  you  asked  him. 
“Tom  was  capable  of  dissembling.  If  you 
asked  him  for  an  opinion,  he  spontaneously 
offered  an  honest  reply,”  said  Mr.  Waldron. 


We  all  knew  Mr.  McCloskey  as  a 
tough  teacher.  But  on  the  inside  he  was  a 
different  person.  “Very  few  people  got  to 
know  the  Tom  that  was  on  the  inside,”  said 
Ms.  Greaves.  On  the  inside  he  was  a  kind 
and  caring  person.  Ms  Greaves  went  on  to 
[Hiint  out  that  although  the  students  usually 
saw  the  tougher  side  of  Mr.  McClosky,  he 
showed  that  he  was  a  very  nice  person  to  his 
colleagues  by  trying  to  help  everyone  who 
asked.  Ms.  Greaves  still  misses  him,  saying: 
“He  was  very  much  a  part  of  the  team.  Kind 
of  like  family...” 

Mr.  McCloskey’s  passing  was  a 
great  loss  to  the  school,  where  he  was  known 
both  as  a  teacher  and  a  friend.  “We  need  a  lot 
more  Tom  McCloskeys  in  classrooms, 
l>cople  who  know  their  subject  matter  and 
impart  their  knowledge  to  the  students  with 
dedication,”  said  Mr.  Tarpey,  who  is  sure 
that  Mr.  McClosky  lived  his  life  with  the 
interests  of  the  students  always  foremost  in 
Ins  mind.  “He  wasagreat  teacher  who  didn’t 
al  ways  receive  the  credit  hedeserved,”  added 
Mi.  Cahill. 

As  Ms.  Greaves  put  it,  “People 
really  miss  him.  It’s  hard  to  believe  that  he’s 
not  here  anymore.” 
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Chinese  Arts  and  Crafts 


By  Dale  You,  II 
Staff  Writer 

The  Chinese  Arts  and 
Crafts  Club  was  founded  by  Ms. 
Chiu  in  1993.  As  everyone  may 
already  know,  Ms.  Chiu  is  the  only 
Chinese  teacher  in  the  school. 
However  what  everyone  may  not 
know  is  that  she  is  also  a  venerated 
painter  and  calligrapher  in  the 
Greater  Boston  area.  Herpaintings 
have  been  displayed  in  respected 
art  museums.  In  her  spare  time,  she 
teaches  at  the  Lincoln  De  Cordova 
Museum  in  Lincoln  and  the 
Worcester  Art  Museum.  Through 
this  club,  she  hopes  to  establish  a 


connection  between  talented  BLS 
students  and  the  magnificent  Chi¬ 
nese  arts  and  culture. 

Last  year,  the  fifty-plus 
members  marked  the  club’s  suc¬ 
cessful  start.  This  year,  we  can 
expect  to  see  another  great  begin¬ 
ning  wilh  Jenny  Chen  as  President, 
Rossana  Lau  as  Vice  President, 
Wing  Sze  Leung  as  Treasurer, 
Vivian  Lam  as  Secretary,  and  Ms. 
Chiu  as  faculty  advisor.  This  club 
is  quite  different  from  many  of  the 
other  clubs  in  the  school.  Through 
its  “hands-on”  activities  and  tan¬ 
gible  experiences,  every  member 
is  inspired  by  one  of  the  most  an¬ 
cient  and  splendid  cultures  of  the 


world.  The  activities  include  mak¬ 
ing  Chinese-styled  accessories  and 
ornaments  and  learning  how  to 
write  calligraphy,  and  how  to  paint 
Chinese-style  paintings.  The  club 
usually  meets  twice  a  month.  The 
fee  is  $5  for  materials  (uncertain  at 
this  time).  ‘The  date  of  the  first 
meeting,  the  place  of  the  meetings, 
and  the  exact  plans  of  the  activities 
are  indefinite  at  this  time,”  ex¬ 
plained  Rossana,  the  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent.  One  thing  is  certain  though: 
every  club  member  will  have  lots 
of  fun  learning  about  the  inspiring 
Chinesecultureand  its  arts  through 
palpable  activities. 


Oh,  My  God! 


By  Emani  DeAraujo,  IV 
Contributing  Writer 

There  have  been  many 
questions  about  the  Bible  Club, 
hopefully  they  can  be  answered  in 
this  letter. 

First  let  me  tell  you  about 
myself.  In  1993  I  entered  BLS.  I 
wasa“normal”  kid.  I  hated  school, 
especially  homework,  so  I  usually 
cheated.  I  went  around  with  my 
friends  vandalizing,  and  in  winter 
time  I  would  peg  cars  with  ice 
balls.  I  also  had  a  filthy  mouth  and 
watched  pomos.  Even  though  I  did 
what  I  wanted  to  do,  I  always  found 
myself  depressed  or  sad.  Of  course, 
I  never  told  anyone  this.  At  the  end 


of  my  sixie  year,  I  was  alone  with 
my  best  friend,  the  TV.  I  was  flip¬ 
ping  the  channels,  and  I  came  past 
one  of  “those”  Christians,  but  she 
wasn’t  talking  about  a  religion  or 
teaching.  She  was  talking  about  a 
God  who  loves  everyone,  includ¬ 
ing  me.  This  news  was  new  to  me. 
You  could  have  considered  me  an 
atheist  at  that  time.  Soon  after,  I 
prayed  to  this  “new”  God,  and  He 
responded.  He  showed  me  a  love 
that  I  had  never  fell  before.  He  is 
caring,  compassionate,  and  loves 
you  and  me  unconditionally.  I  re¬ 
member  once  when  He  showed 
His  love  to  me.  My  friends  and  I 
were  hanging  out  at  a  Dunkin’ 
Donuts,  near  which  I  live.  There 


were  seven  of  us,  and  we  split  into 
two  groups.  One  went  into  a  nearby 
Burger  King,  and  the  other  group, 
including  me,  went  into  Dunkin’ 
Donuts.  While  we  were  in  there,  a 
girl  wearing  short  cut-offs  came 
in,  and  my  friends  told  some  sick 
jokes.  Instead  of  joining  in,  I  left 
the  store  and  headed  home.  A  few 
blocks  down  the  street  I  saw  my 
gang  regroup,  but  then  they  were 
surrounded  by  about  fourteen  other 
kids  and  were  beaten  up.  I  got 
away.  I  know  God  saved  me  that 
day.  Thus,  the  Bible  Club  was 
started  to  share  God’s  love  with 
everyone.  And  by  the  way,  my 
God  has  a  Name,  Jesus. 


Fashion  Talent  Club 


By  Nakia  Johnson,  II 
Staff  Writer 

Welcome  back  to  the  busy 
halls  of  BLS!  To  those  of  you  who 
have  never  heard  of  the  Fashion 
Talent  Club,  please  lend  me  your 
eyes.  The  Fashion  Talent  Club 
allows  individuals  from  all  back¬ 
grounds  to  merge  and  express  ideas 


solely  pertaining  to  the  fashion  in¬ 
dustry.  Marta  Johnson,  president 
of  the  Fashion  Talent  Club,  has 
this  to  say  “At  first  when  people 
join  the  club,  they  think  they’re 
uncapable  of  modeling.  They  think 
they’re  not  pretty  or  thin  enough. 
The  club  allows  everyone,  whether 
they’re  fat  or  thin,  black  or  white, 
to  improve  their  appearance  and 


raise  their  self-esteem.”  This  year 
the  show  will  be  held  on  March  26, 
1996,  with  the  theme  of  “All  That 
Jazz.”  During  the  next  few  months, 
the  club  will  be  doing  many 
fundraising  activities  such  as  sell¬ 
ing  chocolate.  If  you  are  interested 
in  joining  the  club  or  have  any 
questions,  the  next  meeting  will  be 
held  on  October  27  in  Rm.  115. 


Lo  Scambio 
Italiano : 
Welcome  Our 
New  Guests 

By  Nicole  DeBenedictis,  II 
Business  Manager 

First  came  Columbus.  Then  came  Verrazano.  Now  the 
exchange  students  from  Bologna,  Italy  are  coming.  On  Novem¬ 
ber  10, 1995,  twenty-three  classical  high  school  students  from 
Liceo  Classico  Galvani  in  Bologna  will  arrive  in  Boston. 

Last  fall,  Ms.  Paola  Mignani,  the  students’  English 
teacher,  came  to  Boston  and  went  straight  to  Boston  Latin  with 
the  intention  of  initiating  an  exchange  program  between  Liceo 
Galvani  and  BLS.  Why?  And  why  now?  Liceo  Galvani  wants 
to  commemorate  the  centennial  of  the  first  telegraphic  trans¬ 
continental  message,  transmitted  by  Guglielmo  Marconi,  a 
native  Bolognese,  received  on  Cape  Cod.  To  mark  the  site  of  the 
transmission,  the  beach  has  been  named  Marconi  Beach,  in 
Wellfieet.  So  Ms.  Mignani  went  in  search  of  a  classical  high 
school,  similar  to  Liceo  Galvani,  near  Cape  Cod.  Boston  is  the 
closest  major  city  to  the  Cape,  and  Boston  Latin  is  the  only 
classical  high  school  in  Boston  that  includes  Italian  in  its 
curriculum.  Hence,  Ms.  Mignani  found  BLS. 

The  idea  sounded  excellent  to  Mr.  Habcrstroh,  Ms. 
Durkin,  and  Mrs.  Myette  (the  Italian  teacher).  All  we  needed 
was  the  approval  of  Mr.  Contompasis,  which  we  received,  and 
we  have  been  planning  ever  since. 

These  students  are  the  equivalent  of  American  high 
school  seniors.  They  are  scheduled  to  be  in  Boston,  staying  with 
Boston  Latin  families,  from  November  lllh  until  the  25th, 
during  which  time  they  will  be  attending  classes  and,  naturally, 
doing  some  sight-seeing.  They  will  also  experience,  first  hand, 
an  American  Thanksgiving. 

Bologna  is  one  of  the  major  cities  of  Italy.  It  is  located 
in  the  north-central  Italian  region  of  Emilia-Romagna,  and  sits 
among  the  Apennines.  Bologna  is  called  the  Boston  of  Italy 
because  it  is  regarded  as  the  most  intellectual  Italian  city.  Its 
university  was  founded  in  the  tenth  century,  making  it  the  third 
oldest  in  the  world.  Many  famous  and  educated  people  have 
come  from  Bologna,  such  as  Guglielmo  Marconi,  the  inventor 
of  the  telegraphic  waves  and  the  modern-day  radio;  Luigi 
Galvani,  a  physicist  who  made  many  discoveries  with  electrical 
currents;  and  Pier  Paolo  Pasolini,  a  famous  film  director. 

This  coming  April,  many  of  the  hosting  BLS  students 
will  be  going  to  Bologna  to  complete  the  exchange.  We  will  also 
stay  with  families  for  two  weeks  while  auending  classes  and 
sight-seeing.  We  look  forward  to  greeting  our  Italian  guests. 
Please  give  them  a  warm  welcome.  We  hope  that  this  exchange 
is  the  first  of  many  to  come  in  the  future  between  our  two 
institutions. 


SAC 


ACC 


By  Nancy  Kiu,  III 
Staff  Writer 

There’s  something  new  at  the 
Southeast  Asian  Club  this  year.  The  club 
has  a  new  and  improved  agenda  for  the 
1995-1996  year  for  its  forthcoming  mem¬ 
bers.  The  officers  plan  to  go  into  uncharted 
territory  this  yea r,  wilh  a  whole  new  goal  in 
mind.  The  president,  Lihn  Luu  (I),  says  that 
this  year  all  officers  plan  to  take  on  an 
“assistant”,  meaning  that  each  officer  will 
have  someone  to  help  them  in  their  tasks, 
which  include  keeping  track  of  the  club 
business,  club  funds,  helping  to  plan  activi¬ 
ties,  etc.  They  also  intend  to  focus  more  of 
their  attention  on  the  sixies  and  B-sies,  by 
helping  them  learn  the  ropes  of  the  school, 
tutoring  them,  and  assisting  in  various  other 
ways.  And  maybe  one  of  the  biggest  twists 
this  year  for  SAC  is  that  it  plans  to  work 


wilh ,  and  not  against,  the  other  two  clubs 
that  focus  on  Asian  topics,  the  Asian  Culture 
Club  (ACC)  and  the  Japanese  Culture  Club 
(JCC).  Previously, these threeclubs  worked 
together  only  for  Asian  Night,  a  night  of 
performances  put  on  by  the  members  of  the 
three  clubs.  Now  these  three  clubs  plan  to 
work  together  for  the  whole  school  year, 
hoping  to  eliminate  competition  among  them 
and  in  turn  to  aid  one  another  in  reaching 
goals.  This  is  going  to  be  a  very  busy  year 
for  the  Southeast  Asian  Club,  and  everyone 
is  encouraged  to  be  part  of  the  “rebirth”  of 
the  club  and  its  traditions. 

President:  Lihn  Luu  (I) 

Vice-President:  Mai  Chi  Tran  (I) 
Treasurer:  Hoa  Ngo  (I) 

Secretary:  Kim  Lc  (I) 

Acl  Coordinator:  Polly  Sung  (I) 

Advisor:  Ms.  Brun 


By  Grace  Lee,  II 
Staff  Writer 

The  name  says  it  all:  the  Asian 
Culture  Club,  or  ACC.  This  club  is  meant 
for  any  person  of  any  race;  anybody  who 
wants  to  enhance  their  knowledge  about 
Asian  cultures.  Activities  and  events  are 
planned  to  allow  members  to  have  fun  and 
learn  at  the  same  lime.  This  club  allows  you 
to  make  new  friends  while  keeping  the  old 
ones  because  the  club  tries  to  get  everyone 
involved. 

Activities  are  planned  by  the  offic¬ 
ers  of  the  club:  Sharon  Li  (I),  the  President, 
Winnie  Li  (I),  the  Vice-President,  Pui-Sze 
Ng(I),  the  Treasurer,  Xing  Ling  Li  (I),  the 
Activities  Coordinator,  and  Annie  Tong  (I), 
the  Secretary.  Of  course,  trips  of  any  sort  are 
suggested  by  the  members. 

Basketball  and  volleyball  are  two 


sports  that  the  members  play.  Good  things 
such  as  team  spirit  develop  here  because  no 
experience  is  needed  to  play  and  you’re 
there  to  have  fun.  These  sports  are  intramu¬ 
ral,  and  they  are  played  with  other  schools, 
such  as  Boston  Latin  Academy  and  the  John 
O’Bryant  School  of  Mathematics  and  Sci¬ 
ence.  This  is  only  one  example  that  allows 
the  members  to  socialize  with  other  mem¬ 
bers  outside  of  school. 

Finally,  in  April,  there  is  a  big 
night  to  which  everyone  contributes:  Asian 
Night.  The  Night  is  formed  by  all  the  Asian 
clubs  including  ACC,  the  Southeast  Asian 
Club  (SAC),  and  the  Japanese  Culture  Club 
(JCC).  Due  to  the  fact  that  this  is  a  show 
open  to  the  public  (for  a  small  fee),  many 
people  arc  able  to  see  all  the  members  of  the 
clubs  show  their  talents  and  shine  for  the 
night. 
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City  Year 


By  Sarah  Adams,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

As  any  student  can  tell  you,  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School  can  be  a  grueling  ordeal. 

It  is  no  wonder  that  the  prospect  of  another 
four  years  of  intensive  learning  can  seem 
less  that  appealing  following  the  four  or  six 
years  here.  Is  there  an  alternative?  There  is  | 
now:  City  Year.  ^ 

City  Year,  a  non  profit  organiza- 
tion,  is  a  division  of  Americore,  President  3 

w, 

Clinton’s  federal  national  service  program. 
Federal  funding  has  allowed  City  Year  to 
grow  from  a  single  corps  in  Boston  to  seven  o 
sites  across  the  country.  ^ 

Currently,  the  Boston  corps  con-  | 
sists  of  three  hundred  youths  between  the  f 
ages  of  seventeen  and  twenty-three.  The  £ 
corps  is  divided  into  four  squads.  Each 
squad  is  divided  into  teams  of  ten  to  twelve 
people.  And  each  team  spends  one  year,  g, 
Monday  through  Friday,  September  through  | 
June,  working  in  a  school,  community  ccn- 
ter,  public  park,  or  other  location  where 
service  needs  can  be  met. 

Before  you  begin  to  think  that  this 
sounds  suspiciously  like  school,  allow  me 
to  walk  you  through  a  day  in  the  life  of  a 
corps  member.  Thanks  to  Elena  Cotto,  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School  Class  of  ’94,  City  Year 
Corps  of  ’95, 1  was  able  to  see  what  City 
Year  is  really  all  about. 

Our  day  began  at  8: 15  a.m.  at  City 
Hall  Plaza,  for  it  is  here  that  the  corps 
gathers  every  morning  for  P.T.  (Physical 
Training),  a  rousing  Fifteen  minutes  of  cal¬ 
isthenics  designed  to  prepare  both  body 
and  mind  for  the  day’s  task.  P.T.  concluded 


with  the  separate  teams  forming  “strong 
circles,”  the  shoulder  to  shoulder  formation 
which  symbolizes  the  strength  and  unity 
that  City  Year  epitomizes.  The  location  of 
the  days’  squad  meeting  was  announced, 


directions  were  given,  and  the  teams  began 
to  go  their  separate  ways.  Elena  and  I  were 
off  to  City  Year  headquarters  where  she, 
along  with  several  other  corps  members, 
would  be  leading  a  presentation  for  Korean 
delegates. 

At  first  glance  the  City  Year  head¬ 
quarters  seem  no  different  from  any  other 
office:  phone  ring  constantly,  faxes  screech, 
and  staff  members  bustle  about  with  bulging 
files.  But  stay  for  five  minutes,  and  you’ll 
begin  to  see  some  noticeable  differences. 
The  walls  are  covered  with  displays  detail¬ 
ing  various  accomplishments  of  the  corps. 


A  row  of  brightly  colored  banners  repre¬ 
sents  the  seven  American  cities  in  which 
City  Year  has  a  corps.  Upbeat  music  can  be 
heard  in  the  background.  And  every  staff 
member  wears  a  name  tag. 


“We  love  visitors,”  Visitors  Pro¬ 
gram  Coordinator  Kanna  Kunchala  ex¬ 
plained  cheerfully.  “We  want  everyone, 
both  corps  and  non  corps,  to  be  able  to  drop 
by  and  see  what  we’re  up  to.”  I  was  not  the 
only  one  impressed  with  what  I  saw.  The 
seventeen  Korean  delegates  for  whom  a 
question  and  answer  session  and  slide  show 
were  presented  left  wondering  if  a  similar 
program  would  work  in  Korea. 

Before  I  knew  if  Elena  and  I  were 
dashing  off  to  the  South  Boston  Church 
where  the  week’s  squad  meeting  was  being 
held.  The  meeting  began  almost  immedi¬ 


ately  upon  our  arrival,  and  was  brief-  but 
packed.  Team  accomplishments  of  the  week 
were  noted,  the  next  weeks’  activities  were 
scheduled,  and  deadlines  for  various  projects 
were  listed. 

Immediately  following  the  meeting 
the  squad  dissolved  into  smaller  groups.  The 
next  hour  was  spent  taking  part  in  a 
multicultural  teaching  exercise  where  we 
learned  everything  from  how  to  say  “I  love 
City  Year”  in  Cantonese  to  a  Mexican  hat 
dance.  I  spent  my  remaining  two  hours  plan¬ 
ning  a  carnival  for  inner  city  children,  work¬ 
ing  with  a  group  as  eager  to  hear  my  sugges¬ 
tions  as  1  was  to  give  them. 

My  day  with  City  Year  was  ex¬ 
hausting,  but  I  had  to  admit  it  felt  good.  “  I 
come  home  from  working  with  kids  or  the 
team  and  I’m  exhausted,”  said  Elena,  who 
wasslationcd  at  the  South  End’s  Castle  Square 
Day  Care  Center.  “But  every  morning  when 
1  gel  up  I  can’t  wail  for  it  to  start  again.” 

While  the  salary  is  modest  -  a  one 
hundred  and  twenty  five  dollars  a  week  sti¬ 
pend,  with  a  four  thousand  seven  hundred 
and  twenty-five  dollar  Public  Service  Award 
at  the  end  of  the  year  -  the  opportunities  are 
spectacular.  City  Y  car  is  more  than  just  a  year 
away  from  school.  It  is  a  chance  to  give  back 
to  your  community.  A  chance  to  learn  about 
others.  And  more  importantly,  it  is  a  chance 
to  learn  about  yourself. 

City  Year  corps  members  are  high 
school  dropouts  and  college  graduates.  They 
arc  privileged  youths  from  the  suburbs  and 
former  gang  members  from  the  inner  city. 
They  arc  you  and  they  arc  me.  And  they’re 
making  a  difference. 


Serve  it  up:  BLS  '94  Brian  O'Leary  and  Elena  Cotto  serves  on  City  )  ear  '95  Corps. 
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With  Age  Comes 
Wisdom 


By  Lauren  Greene,  III 
Staff  Writer 


How  old  is 
the  oldest 
teacher  at 
Latin 
School?  I' 
don’t  know 
either,  but 
Mr.  Page 
has  defi¬ 
nitely  been 
here  the 
longest. 

Mr.  Page,  a 
math 
teacher  at 
Latin  School,  has  been  at  BLS  for  thirty- 
seven  years.  The  Latin  School  has  gone 
through  many  changes  in  that  time  period, 
but  Mr.  Page  has  remained.  During  this 
interview  we  discussed  some  of  the  changes 
that  have  occurred  since  he  started  here  in 
1959. 

According  to  Mr.  Page,  the  most 
dramatic  change  was  in  1972  when  Latin 
School  was  opened  to  female  students.  This, 
of  course,  changed  the  student  body  drasti¬ 
cally.  Other  changes  to  the  student  body 
reflect  how  the  city  is  changing,  with  the 
addition  of  many  more  racial  groups  making 
Latin  more  multicultural.  Another  change 


that  Mr.  Page  has  seen  is  that  the  athletic 
teams  now  compete  with  the  county  and  not 
the  city  schools  as  they  did  about  fifteen 

years  ago. 

M  r  . 
Page  feels 
that  the  re¬ 
lationship 
between 
the  teach¬ 
ers  and  stu¬ 
dents  has 
dramati- 
c  a  1  1  y 
changed 
over  the 
years  as 
well. 
“...It’s,  be¬ 
lieve  it  or  not,  a  more  caring  situation  than  it 
was...”  (If  it  is  more  caring  now,  just  imag¬ 
ine  what  it  was  like  then!)  One  thing  that 
doesn’t  change  though  is,  “...that  you  form 
bonds  here  that  you  really  never  forget 
and. ..after  you  graduate...  there  is  a  very 
strong  kinship  among  classmates.” 

Mr.  Page  is  himself  a  graduate  of 
Latin  School,  class  of  1955.  He  enjoys  run¬ 
ning  and  was  an  official  runner  of  the  1980 
Boston  Marathon.  He  is  also  an  advisor  to 
the  National  Honors  Society,  and  does  the 
ranks  at  the  end  of  the  school  year. 

Mr.  Page  is  married  and  has  two 

children. 
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An  Interview  With  Peggy  Davis-Mullen 


By  Matthew  J.  O’Malley,  D 
Collating  Editor 


This  past  summer  I  had  both  the  privi¬ 
lege  and  honor  of  working  with  At-Large  City 
Councilor,  Peggy  Davis-Mullen.  From  this  ex¬ 
perience,  I  gained  knowledge  of  the  workings  of 
local  government,  developed  an  understanding 
of  the  benefits  of  hard  work,  and  most  impor¬ 
tantly,  I  acquired  a  good  friend. 

Peggy  Davis-Mullen  was  first  elected 
to  the  Boston  City  Council  in  1993.  Now,  as  an 
incumbent  seeking  reelection,  she  hopes  to  con¬ 
tinue  her  diligent  work,  in  trying  to  make  Boston 
a  better  place.  I  believe  that  Mayor  Mcnino 
captured  Peggy’s  essence  best  when  he  said: 
“Peggy  is  a  hard  working  woman  who  is  commit¬ 
ted  to  the  neighborhoods.  She’s  taken  a  very 
active  role  on  the  Education  Committee,  like  it’s 
never  been  taken  before.  She’s  an  asset  to  the  city 
of  Boston.” 

Asset,  indeed.  Peggy  often  works  15- 
20  hour  days  for  us.  The  word  ‘vacation’  isn’t  in 
her  vocabulary.  She  is  a  local  gal,  who  was  bom, 
raised,  and  continues  to  live  in  Boston.  There¬ 
fore,  she  has  a  better  understanding  of  our  best 
interests.  She  worked  on  the  Boston  School  Com¬ 
mittee  from  1988  to  1992.  Education  remains 
one  of  her  chief  concerns.  Her  role  in  the  council 
is  vital,  to  say  the  least  She  is  Chaiiperson  of  the 
Education  and  School  Matters,  Tourism,  and 
Elderly  committees.  Also,  she  is  Vice-Chair  of 
the  Arts  and  Humanities,  Labor,  and  University 
and  Community  Relations  committees.  Not  bad 
for  a  freshman  City  Councilor.  At  the  risk  of 
writing  a  cliche,  she  truly  works  for  the  people. 

The  following  is  an  excerpt  form  a 
candid  dialogue  in  which  the  two  of  us  engaged. 

I  think  that  you’ll  find  it  informative.  I  know  that 


I  did. 

What  do  the  Boston  Public  Schools  mean  to  you? 
Give  me  some  of  you  thoughts. 

I  am  extremely  supportive  of  Boston 
Public  Schools.  Even  as  a  student,  the  BPS  was 
the  place  where  I  built  my  self-esteem,  and  the 
people  that  were  most  important  to  me  in  those 
early  days  were  the  teachers.  I  really  mean  that, 
1  had  a  great  fondness  of  them.  I  was  Student 
Council  President  back  then,  and  I’d  like  to  think 
that  1  got  my  first  taste  of  politics  in  the  Boston 
Public  Schools.  Obviously,  as  you  know,  I  was  a 
school  committee  member.  Prior  to  this,  I  had 
worked  as  a  social  worker  with  kids  in  the  city; 
and  that  was  one  way  that  I  felt  that  I  could  effect 
change.  Rather  than  the  one-on-one  counseling, 
this  was  a  way  to  get  at  the  bigger  picture,  on  the 
policy  issue.  Then  being  a  school  committee 
member,  it  was  frustrating  that  I  could  talk  at 
length  about  policy,  but  I  could  not  fund  it.  So  it 
was  frustrating  that  no  matter  what  great  ideas  I 
had,  I  couldn’t  put  my  money  where  my  mouth 
was.  So  that  was  one  of  the  things  that  prompted 
me  to  run  for  city  council,  because  there  was 
budgetary  power. 

And  to  that  end,  when  I  supported  the 
President  (Kelley),  one  of  the  things  lhatl  wanted 
was  to  be  able  to  have  authority  over  the  Boston 
School  Department  Budget.  This  is  the  first  time 
that  the  education  committee  in  many,  many 
years  has  had  control  over  the  school  department 
budget,  so  I  fell  that  I  had  what  I  wanted  long  ago, 
budget  authority.  And  that  is  a  $440,000,000.00 
budget,  which  is  the  biggest  department  budget 
of  the  city.  So  now,  not  only  can  I  articulate 
policy  that  I’d  like  to  sec,  I  can  also  grab  people 
by  the  pockctbook  and  try  to  influenccthem  more 
aggressively.  There  are  many  things  that  have 
come  out  of  this  budget:  seventeen  new  full  day 
kindergartens;  a  new  commitment  to  funding  for 
adult  education;  $4,000,000.00  that  was  just  spent 
on  new  textbooks;  Millions  of  dollars  that  were 
spent  on  renovations,  and  issues  addressing  the 
accreditation  of  some  area  schools.  This 
$  1 9,000,000.00  increase  that  we  saw  in  this  bud¬ 
get  is  the  biggest  increase  that  we’ve  seen  in  a 
decade. 

How  do  you  feel  about  the  quotas? 

I  embrace  the  spirit  of  these,  but  I  don’t 
support  quotas  at  Latin,  or  quotas  at  anyplace 
else.  I  voted  against  the  quotas,  along  with  six 
other  councilors.  So  with  six,  and  my  vote,  on 
those  pieces,  it  nullified,  or  ought  to  have  nulli¬ 
fied  those  pieces.  So  he,  (Mr.  McLaughlin),  went 
to  Judge  W.  Arthur  Garrity  about  two  weeks  ago. 


and  then  on  Thursday,  Garrity  granted  him  re¬ 
consideration  on  the  whole  issue,  based  on  the 
affidavit  that  I’m  going  to  give  him,  stating  that 
was  the  vote  that  was  taken.  So  it  should  be  very 
interesting. 

We  need  to  fund  public  education  and 
we  have  to  make  sure  that  there  is  a  level  playing 
field,  so  that  all  kids  have  an  equitable  experi¬ 
ence. 

How  would  we  gel  the  playing  field? 

Well,  when  you  ensure  that  each  child, 
regardless  of  their  neighborhood,  and  regardless 
of  the  school  that  they  go  to  has  the  adequate 
textbooks  and  computers;  that  their  teachers  are 
trained,  and  are  there  because  they  want  to  be, 
and  not  because  they  want  to  accept  a  salary.  To 
that  end,  one  of  the  things  that  we  have  to  look  at 
is  that  we,  currently,  in  Boston,  send  kids  to 
school  that  don’t  have  the  resources  that  they 
need.  Subsequently  we  spend  twenty  some-odd 
million  dollars  on  transportation  when  we’re 
taking  minority  children  from  one  part  of  the  city, 
and  shipping  them  to  another  part  of  the  city. 
None  of  them  have  the  things  that  they  need 
because  we’re  not  spending  the  limited  resources 
that  we  have  effectively.  What  I’d  rather  see 
happen  here  is  language,  tougher  math  and  sci¬ 
ence  classes  taught  at  other  high  schools  across 
the  city.  And  we  need  to  make  sure  that  other  kids 
have  that.  I  think  that  Latin  should  remain  an 
exam  school,  and  we  should  not  lower  standards, 
butl  also  think  that  we  need  to  make  sure  that  kids 
have  better  tools  in  other  schools,  and  we  kid 
ourselves  by  thinking  that  shipping  kids  around 
the  city  in  a  yellow  bus  is  a  better  quality  of 
education. 

People  have  argued  that  we  must  execute  that 
plan,  but  should  we  keep  the  quotas  until  that  is 
established? 

Quotas  don't  teach  children  about  the  real  world. 

I  think  that  we  need  a  type  of  rigorous  training  in 
first,  second,  third  grade,  and  an  extended  day 
kindergarten.  Then  we  need  to  make  sure  that  the 
kids  who  take  the  entrance  exam,  regardless  of 
their  race  and  neighborhood  will  be  able  to  com¬ 
pete.  Lowering  the  bar  doesn’t  help  that. 

How  about  your  thoughts  pertaining  to  Affirma¬ 
tive  Action? 

I  support  goals.  I  don’t  support  any  type  of 
discrimination.  But  I  don’t  think  that  as  we  move 
into  the  next  century  we  should  continue  to  base 
policy  and  politics  on  issues  that  were  deep- 
rooted  many,  many  years  ago.  There  are  many 
immigrants  coming  to  the  country,  and  to  the 
city,  and  we  need  to  welcome  them,  and  we  need 


to  make  sure  that  there  is  a  level  playing  field,  but 
I  think  that  it  is  more  class  than  race.  I  don’t  think 
that  affirmative  action  enhances  the  society  where 
people  feel  comlbrtable  and  not  uptight  about  the 
issue.  I  think  that  it  only  fosters  feelings  of 
insecurity. 

How  do  you  feel  about  prayer  in  School? 

I  support  the  character  curriculum.  I  think  that  a 
moment  of  silence  or  a  moment  for  reflection 
would  be  a  good  thing.  I  strongly  believe  that 
there  is  room  for  an  integrated  curriculum  that 
deals  with  values,  I  think  that  whether  you  live  in 
a  hu  t  inTahiti,  or  a  house  on  Centre  Street  in  West 
Roxbury ,  or  in  Iowa,  there  are  some  basic  human 
qualities  and  values  that  everyone  agrees  with 
regardless  of  their  religious,  ethnic,  or  racial 
background.  In  a  society  where  many  children 
are  growing  up  with  one  parent,  a  young  parent, 
sometimes  you  can’t  give  what  you  don’t  have, 
society  has  to  step  in  and  do  that.  Society  must 
step  up  to  iheplaleand  build  self-esteem  and  give 
kids  boundaries. 

Should  condoms  be  distributed  in  high  schools? 
No.  I  think  that  there  are  health  centers  for  that 
job.  For  every  four  hundred  and  fifty  high  school 
students,  we  have  one  guidance  councilor.  I  don’t 
think  that  you  should  just  get  a  condom  without 
discussion.  I  think  that  we  should  refer  young 
people  to  their  neighborhood  health  centers,  which 
would  have  available  condoms.  There  should  be 
a  meaningful  discussion  about  that  choice  and 
about  that  issue.  Schools  aren’t  doing  the  best  job 
that  they  can  at  educating  now,  and  I  don’t  want 
to  give  them  more  responsibility. 

Boston  Latin  is  one  of  the  first  area  High  Schools 
to  have  a  Gay/Slraight  Alliance.  Do  you  think 
that  this  is  a  plus,  why  or  why  not? 

Yes.  I  think  that  it's  been  that  way  since  Plato  and 
the  beginning  of  time,  and  that's  an  option,  a 
lifestyle  that  people  have.  1  think  that  while  it  is 
very  easy  to  be  a  negative,  it  is  much  more 
beneficial  to  be  positive,  and  accept  individuals 
in  their  lifestyles.  We  should  treat  people  as  an 
equal,  and  encourage  them  not  to  be  fearful  of 
their  choices.  Its  really  not  a  big  issue  for  me.  If 
people  need  to  talk  about  it  and  be  up  front  about 
it,  well,  it’s  fine  with  me. 

Well  there  she  is,  folks.  An  articulate, 
beautiful,  frank,  and  no-nonsense  public  servant. 
Peggy  is  without  a  doubt,  the  most  qualified, 
deserving,  and  best  choice  for  the  city  council. 
She  has  experience,  know-how,  common  sense, 
and  a  heart.  I  strongly  feel  that  she  epitomizes  all 
of  the  character  traits  of  the  perfect  candidate. 
Perhaps,  I’m  a  bit  partial.  Nah. . . 


An  Interview  With  Cathi  Campbell 


Kate  Fruman,  II 
Layout  Editor 


At  9  a.m.  on  the  first  Saturday  in  Sep¬ 
tember,  Cathi  Campbell  met  me  in  lire  hallway 
leading  to  her  office  for  our  interview.  The  office 
was  overcrowded  with  pamphlets  promoting  her 
election  for  City  Council,  left  over  from  a  fund¬ 
raiser  she  ran  the  night  before.  She  looked  like  a 


girl  from  parochial  school,  wearing  a  noticeable 
cross  on  a  necklace,  but  the  impression  was  not 
entirely  true.  The  cross  was  passed  on  to  her  by 
her  late  father,  a  police  officer,  as  a  symbol  of 
continuous  commitment  of  the  family  to  the 
community.  Cathi  Campbell  never  takes  it  off, 
forever  committed  to  bettering  the  city  and  the 
community  where  she  grew  up  and  went  to  school- 
Boston  Latin  School.  It  was  in  Boston  Latin 
School  that  Cathi  decided  for  sure  to  continue  the 
tradition  of  her  parents  and  go  into  private  sector. 
She  was  always  fascinated  by  the  elections  of 
senior  class  officers,  and  tried  her  hand  at  it 
herself.  Although  she  failed  at  becoming  one  of 
the  elected  senior  officers,  Cathi  was  not  discour¬ 
aged,  and  that  is  no  wonder  -  she  was  one  of  the 
first  recipients  of  the  Ward  Fellowship,  which 
showed  her  dial  she  could  do  anything  she  wanted 
to  do  as  long  as  tried  hard  enough. 

The  W  ard  Fellowship  alio  wed  Cathi  to 
work  for  Sheriff  Dennis  Keaney  at  Suffolk  County 
Jail.  She  was  appalled  by  conditions  there,  and 
decided  that  she  should  try  to  change  them.  She 
went  through  three  years  of  college  and  then  law- 
school,  with  the  thought  of  running  for  office  and 
improving  the  lifeof  her  community.  The  memory 


of  the  Suffolk  County  Jail  stayed  with  her  for  all 
these  years.  “You  have  to  go  through  eight 
locked  doors  to  get  into  a  room  with  twenty 
people,  and  the  bathroom  is  shared  with  the 
inmates,”  she  says.  However,  she  believes  that  in 
order  to  change  that  one  must  go  to  schools,  not 
to  the  jails  themselves.  That  was  the  reason  why 
Cathi  decided  to  make  the  school-system  the 
central  point  of  her  campaign. 

“I  wanted  to  quit  BLS  before  I  finished 
my  sixie  year.”  Cathi  Campbell  is  now  sure  that 
her  mother  was  right  in  making  her  stay  -  she  says 
that  Boston  Latin  school  is  the  perfect  represen¬ 
tation  of  a  good  public  school.  “It  was  the 
toughest  experience  of  my  life.  Northeastern 
was  a  breathe  after  BLS,”  says  Cathi.  When 
asked  to  describe  a  perfect  school,  she  tried 
describing  it  for  a  while,  but  then  decided  that  it 
would  be  just  like  BLS,  only  incredibly  rich.  It 
seems,  too,  that  she  knows  how  to  bring  the 
school  system  closer  to  achieving  that  dream.  In 
her  platform  Cathi  Campbell  presents  the  facts 
about  forced  busing.  According  to  Cathi,  slowly 
transferring  the  money  spent  on  forced  busing 
into  other  parts  of  the  school  system  would  be  a 


start. 

Unfortunately  for  the  school  system, 
Cathi  did  not  make  it  through  the  primaries  this 
year.  Her  entire  family,  who  were  gathered  at 
Green  Briar’s,  were  very  disappointed  by  this 
failure,  but  all  agreed  that  she  should  and  will  run 
again.  If  that  will  prove  true,  in  a  very  short  time 
we  will  once  again  seeing  her  posters  on  the 
Allslon/Brighton  lawns  and  reading  her  pam¬ 
phlets  about  school  reform  and  care  for  the  eld¬ 
erly.  And  if  she  wins,  we  will  see  more  police  on 
the  streets  and  more  community  involvement  in 
policing. 

Most  of  lire  people  who  gathered  at 
Green  Briars  to  find  out  the  results  of  the  prima¬ 
ries  were  pretty  sure  that  Cathi  will  run  for  office 
again.  She  also  has  a  very  good  chance  of 
winning.  With  the  skills  she  acquired  running 
track  at  BLS,  as  well  as  doing  Prize  Declamation 
and  doing  the  mounds  of  homework  assigned 
nightly,  Cathi  will  easily  be  able  to  find  her  place 
in  the  political  ficldof  her  community.  As  her  old 
English  teacher,  Mr.  Regan,  says:  “She  is  a 
diligent  girl,  and  she  can  make  it.”  And  when  she 
docs  make  it,  BLS  will  be  the  first  to  know. 
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Meet  New  and 
Returning  Teachers 


Ms.  Wight 


By  Andrea  Haney,  III 
Staff  Writer 


Ms.  Murray 


By  Yves-P.  Salomon,  II 
Staff  Writer- 


Ms.  Lowney 
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By  Yves-P.  Salomon,  III 
Staff  Writer 


Ms.  W igh t  has  been  teaching  ai  I  .atin  School  for  25 
years.  She  grew  up  on  Long  Island,  NY  Vl'ter  receiving  her 
undergraduate  degree  at  Hunter  College,  she  proceeded  to 
Columbia  University  for  her  masters.  Her  first  teaching 
position  was  here,  at  Boston  Latin.  She’s  been  here  ever 
since,  forming  scholars  in  Latin  and  tireck.  Of  course, 
things  were  much  different  when  she  ln\i  arrived. 

The  year  was  1969.  Most  of  us  youngun’s  think  of 
it  as  the  year  of  Woodstock,  war,  and  ihe  killing  of  Martin 
Luther  King,  Jr.  But,  of  course,  we  are  working  on  second 
hand  information.  I’m  sure  Ms.  Wight  saw  it  from  a  differ¬ 
ent  perspective,  when  she  found  herst  II  teaching  at  an  all 
boys’  school.  She  was  twenty  four  years  old,  and  teaching 
in  a  building  that  held  over  2,000  people  with  less  than  15 
of  them  being  female.  Of  course,  othci  diings  were  much 
different  then,  also. 

The  boys  wore  lies  and  jackt  is,  and  had  to  ask 
permission  even  to  take  off  their  jackets  on  a  hot  day.  For 
one  incident,  a  student  could  receive  several  of  the  dreaded 
misdemeanor  marks,  as  opposed  to  our  one.  They  also 
moved  from  class  to  class  in  clusters,  similar  to  our  Connec¬ 
tions.  Ms.  Wight  has  seen  this  school  change.  First  there  was 
the  unconstitutionality  of  a  dress  code  at  a  public  school, 
then  there  was  the  entrance  of  girls.  Though  there’s  been  a 
lot  of  change,  through  it  all  Ms.  Wight  suys  that  BLS  has 
always  been  “a  wonderful  school  and  a  very  special  place, 
because  of  the  students  and  the  history  of  the  school."  Her 
philosophy  on  teaching  is  “to  present  the  material  in  a  clear 
and  organized  fashion,  and  without  bogging  down  the 
students  with  unnecessary  details  or  difficult  verbiage."  Ms. 
Wight  also  has  an  expansive  style  of  teaching,  which  covers 
language,  the  classical  tradition,  and  Roman  and  Greek 
culture. 

Ms.  Wight’s  love  of  Latin  was  instilled  by  her  high 
school  Latin  teacher,  whom  she  says  was  not  only  a  dynamic 
teacher  of  the  language,  but  also  taught  the  culture  and  art. 
One  of  Ms.  Wight’s  former  students  says  the  same  about 
her,  “I  learned  a  lot  in  Ms.  Wight’s  class.  She  taught  the 
language  very  well,  but  also  talked  a  lot  about  the  Roman 
culture,  which  made  the  language  easier  to  understand."  I 
must  agree,  being  a  former  student  of  Ms.  Wight’s,  and  say 
that  she  is  not  only  an  excellent  teacher,  but  a  very  pleasant 
person. 


We,  the  staff  of  the  Argo,  thought  it  was  necessary 
to  welcome  all  the  newcomers  in  the  school  this  year.  We 
not  only  welcomed  the  new  faculty  members  but  also  took 
the  time  to  learn  some  things  about  them. 

Among  the  people  I  interviewed  was  Jaqueline  L. 
Murray,  the  new  guidance  counselor  for  grades  7  through 
10,  letters  L-R.  Ms.  Murray,  who  has  been  counseling 
teenagers  for  1 7  years,  acquired  a  degree  in  law  in  Haiti  and 
also  attended  “Ecole  des  Hautes  Etudes  Internationales.”  In 
addition  to  that,  she  has  a  master’s  degree  from  U  Mass, 
formerly  Boston  State  College. 

Ms.  Murray,  mother  of  three,  worked  for  14  years 
at  Dorchester  High  School,  then  spentanother  3  years  at  the 
Woodrow  Wilson  Middle  School. 

She  had  no  intention  of  becoming  a  guidance 
counselor,  but  Dorchester  high  was  under  going  a  crisis  and 
asked  her  to  become  an  advisor  for  the  students.  At  the  time, 
she  was  teaching  French,  Social  Studies,  and  ESL,  but  did 
not  refuse  the  position.  Now  that  she  is  working  in  an  exam 
school,  she  realizes  what  makes  the  students  different 

When  she  was  asked  to  point  out  the  difference 
between  Boston  Latin  School  students  and  those  of  other 
schools  from  which  she  has  experience,  she  said  that  Latin 
students  are  more  aware  of  the  importance  of  education. 
She  also  staled  that  the  school’s  multiculturalism  gives 
everyone  the  chance  to  understand  and  learn  about  each 
other’s  culture.  She  views  multiculturalism  as  a  “great 
equalizer  to  show  people  that  a  smart  kid  is  a  smart  kid,  no 
matter  what  his  race  may  be.  She  also  congratulates  the 
student  body  for  making  the  school  what  it  is  and  for 
maintaining  its  good  reputation. 

Last,  but  not  least  she  is  really  impressed  by  what 
she  calls  “the  race,”  which  she  describes  as  the  eagerness 
students  have  to  get  to  their  classes  on  time.  They  run  as  fast 
as  they  can. 


Ms.  Sandoval 


By  Nicholas  Marsccill,  VI 
Staff  Writer 
and  Valerie  Towc,  II 
Features  Editor 

As  a  new  teacher  in  the  Engl,  h  department,  Ms. 
Sandoval  has  already  made  her  “mark”  <  u  her  students.  Her 
misdemeanor  policy  is  only  one  of  the  tilings  we  discussed. 
She  considers  herself  a  teacher  who  has  high  expectations 
for  her  students.  She  expects  her  students  to  come  prepared 


every  day  to  class.  Her  grading  policy  requires  a  lot  fro 
pupils,  and  they  can  expect  little  leniency.  Howeve 
students  can  learn  a  great  deal  from  her,  and  have 
weaknesses  strengthened. 

Coming  from  a  distinguished  educational 
ground  at  Harvard,  she  considers  it  a  privilege  to  te< 
Boston  Latin.  This  is  her  first  year  as  a  full  fledged  te< 

She  gives  her  students  two  warnings,  but  afti 
no  more  Ms.  Nice-Sandoval. 


Coming  soon:  Read  the  Argo  to  find 
out  about  more  new  teachers. 


This  year ,  we  have  a  new  lunch  manager,  the  old 
one  retired.  Ms.  Sandra  Lowney  has  been  a  manager  for  ten 
years  and  is  looking  forward  to  enjoying  the  years  at  BLS. 

One  ol  die  things  that  motivated  her  to  become  a 
lunch  manager  w  as  her  passion  for  cooking,  and  her  love  for 
children.  She  did  not  always  work  with  high  school  stu¬ 
dents;  in  fact  this  is  her  very  first  lime.  Ms.  Lowney  has 
children  of  her  own,  and  therefore  knows  our  taste. 

Durinj  this  interview,  she  said  something  that 
surprised  me.  As  a  mother,  Ms.  Lowney  feels  that  we  should 
come  to  her  and  let  her  know  our  food  preference  and  she 
will  try  to  satisfy  us.  The  new  lunch  manager  encourages 
more  students  in  come  to  breakfast,  for  she  believes  it  will 
help  us. 

When  Ms.  Lowney  was  asked  for  her  opinions  on 
BLS,  she  said  lliul  “it’s  more  challenging;  it  has  higher 
demands  and  the  students  know  what  they  want."  She  also 
stated  that  at  BLS ,  as  opposed  to  Charlestown,  Kent  and  the 
Clarence  Edwanls,  the  students  are  more  mature.  She  later 
explained  that  il’s  because  we’re  older. 

“One  of  the  biggest  problems  of  society,"  she  says, 
“is  drugs”.  She’i.  very  happy  to  see  that  il’s  not  destroying 
all  young  people  und  there  are  very  intelligent  kids.  She’s 
observed  that  drugs  arc  becoming  in  less  use  and  hopes  that 
our  next  generation  will  not  have  to  deal  with  such  prob- 
lcms. 

At  the  end  of  our  conversation  she  mentioned  that 
she  would  appreciate  it  if  the  students  would  hold  on  to  their 
lunch  cards,  which  will  be  available  on  October  12lh. 

Dr.  Lombard 


Whether  you’ve  seen  her  directing  students  to 
homeroom  or  hui  ry  ing  up  the  stairs  to  a  computer  class,  you 
got  the  distinct  impression  that  Dr.  Lombard  is  a  very  busy 
person.  Born  and  raised  in  Jamaica  Plain  and  now  living  in 
Charlestown,  Dr.  lombard  is  a  talented  local  teacher.  She 
attended  Ml.  St.  Joseph  High  School  in  Brighton  and  New¬ 
ton  College  of  the  Sacred  Heart.  After  college,  she  began 
leaching  at  the  Jeremiah  E.  Burke  High  School,  where  she 
has  been  leaching  lor  the  past  ninciccn  years.  She  then  came 
to  BLS  and  enjoys  it  here.  When  asked  what  she  thinks  of 
Boston  Latin  so  lar,  she  responded,  “It’s  great,  really  excel¬ 
lent”  One  can  tell  in  class  that  Dr.  Lombard  really  knows 
what  she  is  doing  on  the  computer.  So,  if  you  see  this 
teacher,  don’t  hesitate  to  say  “hello”  and  wish  her  luck  on 
her  career  here  at  Latin. 


I'hotography  by  Photography  Editors  Clara  EUerston  &  Erica  Sood 

By  Emily  Tisei,  III 
Staff  Writer 
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Miss  Chi 
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by  Amanda  Mczzctti,  V 
Staff  Writer 


This  year  you. may  see  a  young,  upbeat  teacher 
walking  the  halls  of  BLS.  She’s  Miss  Josephine  Chi,  one  of 
the  newest  additions  to  our  great  staff  of  teachers.  Miss  Chi 
grew  up  in  Indiana  and  moved  to  Norwood  in  sixth  grade. 
She  went  to  Norwood  High  and  then  Yale  University.  Miss 
Chi  used  to  teach  at  Newton  South  High.  At  BLS  she  teaches 
Ancient  History  and  US  History.  I  asked  her  why  she 
wanted  to  teach  at  Latin  and  her  response  was,  "I  wanted  to 
see  what  it  would  be  like  working  with  more  diverse  people 
and  still  stay  committed  to  public  schools.”  When  I  ques¬ 
tioned  about  her  students,  she  smiled.  She  thinks  things  are 
different  here  because  we  are  all  so  energetic.  “Motivated, 
bright.. .pretty  mature.”  She  doesn’t  really  know  about  the 
future  for  she  is  "moving  day  to  day.”  But  Miss  Chi  docs 
know  that  even  if  she  stops  teaching  she  will  still  stay  in  the 
field  of  education.  She  is  very  impressed  with  “the 
commitment  that  BLS  has  to  their  students.”  Miss  Chi  tries 
to  make  leaching  fun.  “When  I  was  in  high  school,  I  hated 
history,  but  in  college  I  had  a  different  view  of  the  subject.” 
I  asked  what  she  hopes  to  accomplish  this  year  wilh  her 
students.  She  wants  kids  to  look  at  history  in  a  different  way 
and  see  what  it  has  to  do  with  life  today.  And  breaking  into 
a  grin,  she  announced,  “I  want  to  motivate  people  to  think 
that  it’s  history,  not  all  dates  and  facts.  It’s  alive  today.” 


Mr.  Kaufman 
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By  Kelly  Hourihan,  IV 
Staff  Writer 

BLS  would  like  to  welcome  Mr.  Kaufman,  the  new 
Civics/European  History  teacher.  We’re  willing  to  forgive 
and  forget  the  fact  that  he  graduated  from  English  High 
because  of  his  obvious  enthusiasm  about  his  job  here  at 
BLS. 

Mr.  Kaufman  is  a  native  of  Boston.  After  graduat¬ 
ing  high  school,  he  went  to  Northeastern  University,  earn¬ 
ing  a  B.S.  and  a  M.A.  in  history.  He’s  taught  in  the  Boston 
Public  School  system  ever  since.  He  lent  his  talents  first  at 
Charleston  High,  and  then  at  Hyde  Park.  However,  he  says 
that  he  al  ways  admired  Latin  School  because  of  its  “tradition 
of  excellence  and  service  to  the  community”. 

BLS  seems  to  have  fulfilled  his  expectations.  He 
was  enthusiastic  when  asked  about  how  he  was  enjoying  his 
job  here  so  far,  impressed  by  the  “industriousness  of  the 
student  body,  [which]  seems  responsible  and  to  take  learn¬ 
ing  seriously”.  This  has  not  been  tempered  with  any  real 
dissatisfaction  in  any  aspect  of  his  job  here. 

Though  he  does  pursue  certain  hobbies  outside  of 
school  such  as  reading,  fishing,  gardening,  and  “following 
organized  sports,”  a  good  deal  of  his  energy  seems  to  be 
poured  into  his  teaching.  “I  believe  that  Civics  and  history 
are  important  subjects  for  students  to  take  because  by 
studying  history,  we  can  learn  why  our  ancestors  made  the 
mistakes  that  they  did,  and  we  can  avoid  making  the  same 
ones  ourselves.  By  studying  the  past,  we  can  avoid  problems 
of  the  present  and  future." 


Ms.  Devin  Ms.  Daniels 


by  Katrina  Wirth,  III 
Staff  Writer 

If  you’re  a  sophomore  this  yeni ,  then  chances  are 
you  already  know  who  Ms.  Kathy  Devil  i  ts.  For  those  of  you 
who  don’t  know  her,  Ms.  Devin  is  a  new  1  .uin  teacher  in  our 
school.  She  grew  up  in  West  Roxbur>  iiud  attended  Girls’ 
Latin,  where  she  was  first  introduced  to  the  Latin  language. 
She  graduated  the  year  it  became  Latin  Academy.  Prior  to 
working  here,  she  worked  for  eight  yi  ,ns  as  a  substance 
abuse,  HIV,  and  AIDS  counselor.  Before  that  she  also 
worked  as  a  construction  worker. 

When  asked  why  she  wanted  to  become  a  teacher 
Ms.  Devin  replied  that  she  enjoys  working  with  people  and 
has  a  passion  for  helping  them.  In  addition  to  having  worked 
as  a  counselor  and  teacher,  she  has  also  worked  in  halfway 
houses  and  other  volunteer  organizations.  She  became  a 
Latin  teacher  because  she  was  inspiral  by  her  professors 
and  the  literature.  She  came  to  our  schf  l  because  this  was 
where  she  did  her  student  teaching,  and  also  because  she 
was  impressed  by  the  commitment  of  ti  c  students.  It’s  her 
favorite  thing  about  Latin  School  and  the  reason  she  looks 
forward  to  teach  here  for  years  to  com.. 


by  Lauren  Greene,  III 
Staff  Writer 

Yes,  it’s  true.  Ms.  Williams  is  back  but  not  as  Ms. 
Williams,  rather  as  Ms.  Daniels.  Ms.  Daniels  was  assigned 
to  Boston  Latin  School  about  five  years  ago.  For  two  of 
those  years,  however,  she  took  a  leave  of  absence.  In  her 
present  schedule,  Ms.  Daniels  is  teaching  reading  enrich¬ 
ment  to  class  VI  and  English  to  both  classes  III  and  II. 

Complication';  regarding  her  newborn  baby ’s  health 
led  to  Ms.  Daniel’s  taking  her  two  year  leave  of  absence. 
Thankfully  though,  little  twenty  month  old  Emily  is  now 
fine  and  “alive  and  kicking.”  During  this  time  off,  Ms. 
Daniels  also  had  the  opportunity  to  travel  and  take  up  some 
interesting  sports.  She  traveled  to  Europe  and  Aruba  and 
then  tried  heliskiing  (For  the  uninformed,  that’s  skiing  from 
a  helicopter;  and  we  thought  teachers  were  boring!). 

Among  other  achievements,  Ms.  Daniels  was  the 
founder  of  the  Saturday  Success  School  Program  and  was 
the  development  officer  for  Jamaica  Plain  High  School 
(now  English  High  School).  She  enjoys  music,  dancing  and 
golf.  She  also  has  an  older  daughter,  Ines.  Welcome  back 
Ms.  Daniels,  and  good  luck! 


Look  for  more  teachers 
features  next  issue! 
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Ms.  Davis 
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By  Kristen  Purdy,  IV 


Staff  Writer 

Contrary  to  popular  belief,  Ms.  Davis  is  not  an 
entirely  new  face  to  the  Boston  Latin  community.  Bom  and 
raised  in  Boston  and  a  graduate  of  Simmons  College,  Ms. 
Davis  has  taught  at  BLS’s  arch-rival  Lincoln-Sudbury  Re¬ 
gional  High  for  twenty-two  years.  But  in  1986,  she  traded 
places  wilh  Mr.  Pratt,  the  head  of  the  math  department,  and 
taught  here  for  a  year. 

Although  not  used  to  the  shorter  periods  (  forty- 
two  minutes  al  Latin  compared  to  Lincoln-Sudbury’s  fifty) 
Ms.  Davis  enjoys  “the  immense  diversity  of  the  school’s 
population.”  She  has  high  expectations  for  all  of  her 
students,  from  her  Pre-Algebra  classes  up  to  her  Algebra  III 
class.  Ms.  Davis  hopes  to  fit  more  technology,  including 
graphing  calculators  and  computers,  into  the  Latin  commu¬ 
nity.  Despite  the  shorter  periods,  she  is  also  determined  to 
add  more  innovative  group  work  to  all  of  her  classes.  From 
all  of  her  students,  she  expects  a  demand  to  learn,  and  loves 
when  her  students  ask  questions. 

We  welcome  Ms.  Davis  to  Boston  Latin  School 
(again)  and  hope  site  decides  to  make  it  her  permanent 
home. 


Mr.  Ruffino 


By  Zachary  Perry,  IV 
Staff  Writer 

For  those  who  may  remember  him,  Maestro  Ruffino 
is  back  this  year  taking  Dr.  Mendez’s  place  in  the  Spanish 
department.  Ruffino  is  a  native  of  New  Orleans,  a  city  rich 
in  history  and  the  arts.  That  explains  his  unique  style  of 
teaching.  He  almost  never  stands  still,  favoring  a  more 
energetic  approach  to  learning.  Throughout  his  life,  Ruffino 
has  aspired  to  acting  in  several  drama  plays.  From  12  years 
old  until  20,  he  performed  every  week  wilh  his  drama  club 
on  the  radio. 

He  has  been  teaching  for  36  years;  25  of  these  years 
were  in  Boston.  He  has  also  taught  in  California  and 
Louisiana.  He  said  that  “teaching  is  a  calling;  you  cannot  be 
trained  for  it.  Either  you  arc  a  teacher  or  you  are  not  a 
teacher.”  Three  years  ago  he  left  Boston  Latin  because  of  a 
drop  in  French  enrollment,  and  went  to  the  Shaw  school  to 
teach  Spanish. 

This  year  he  decided  to  return,  because  teaching  in 
Boston  Latin  is  a  challenge  for  him.  Mr.  Ruffino  is  now  an 
active  member  of  the  stuff.  At  the  moment,  this  multilingual 
teacher  is  learning  Tibetan  from  a  monk,  and  has  hopes  of 
returning  to  the  stage  after  he  retires. 


GREETINGS 
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Herzliche  Griij&e,  Amelia 


Hello  from  Germany, 

Hi !  For  those  of  you  who  don’  l  know  me,  my  name 
is  Amelia,  a  member  of  BLS  Class  of  ’97,  und  I  am  spending 
my  junior  year  abroad  in  Germany.  I  was  able  to  come  to 
Germany  because  of  the  Congress  Bundestag  Scholarship 
Program. 

I  arrived  in  Germany  on  July  20  in  Frankfurt.  It  was 
so  hot.  We,  the  American  exchange  students,  stayed  over¬ 
night  in  a  Youth  Hostel  right  outside  of  Frankfurt.  The 
following  day  we  were 
loaded  onto  buses  and 
sent  to  our  temporary 
host  families.  1  was  sent 
to  Berlin.  Imagine  an 
eight  hour  bus  ride 
without  air  condition¬ 
ing  and  only  two  win¬ 
dows  that  opened.  It 
was  about  91’  F  that 
day! 

Well,  we  ar¬ 
rived  in  Berlin  and  I 
met  my  host  family  -  a 
single  mom  and  a  ninc- 
teen-year-old  sister. 

Now,  what  your  tem¬ 
porary  host  families  are 
for  is  to  give  you  a 
home  while  you  go  to 
language  and  orienta¬ 
tion  camp  for  four  weeks.  Yes,  four  hours  of  German,  an 
hour  lunch  break,  and  two  hours  of  oricnuilion  a  day  for  four 
weeks  during  the  summer.  It  was  hard  knowing  everyone 
back  home  was  relaxing  and  enjoying  the  summer  and  I  was 
up  at  seven  thirty 
every  morning  to 
go  to  school.  But 
I  met  a  lot  of  great 
people  there  and 
made  some  new 
friends. 

About 
three  weeks  into 
my  stay  in  Ber¬ 
lin,  I  found  out 
where  I  was  go¬ 
ing  to  be  living 
permanently.  I 
was  going  to 
Hamm.  I,  too, 
had  never  heard 
of  it  and  that 
made  me  a  bit 
anxious.  How¬ 
ever,  in  the 
course  of  the  fol¬ 
lowing  weekend, 
my  host  mom  in  Hamm  called  me  iluec  times.  It  was 
comforting  to  know  that  I  was  going  to  a  family  that  was 
excited  to  have  me. 

So,  on  August  20,  exactly  a  month  from  the  day  I 
had  arrived,  I  packed  up  to  move  to  Hamm.  All  I  knew  about 
my  family  was  that  I  had  a  mom,  a  dad,  and  two  sisters,  ages 
fourteen  and  eighteen.  The  eighteen-year  -old  had  also  spent 
a  year  in  America.  That  was  it.  I  was  really  sad  leaving  my 
family  in  Berlin  but  I  was  really  excited  (and  scared)  about 
going  to  Hamm.  My  train  was  scheduled  to  leave  at  nine 
o’clock  in  the  morning  and  so  I  got  up  and  got  ready.  We  got 
on  the  train  to  the  main  train  station  and  just  as  I  arrived  at 
the  station,  my  train  to  Hamm  was  pulling  away,  out  of  the 
station  without  me.  So  here  I  was,  with  all  iny  luggage  ready 
to  go,  but  no  way  of  getting  there.  But,  have  no  fear,  my  host 
mom  rescheduled  me  on  the  eleven  o’chx  k  train  and  I  was 
off. 

My  permanent  family  met  me  at  the  station  with  a 
big  sign  that  read:  Amelia,  Herzlich  Wilkommcn  in  Hamm. 
That  means:  Amelia,  a  hearty  welcome  to  Hamm.  My  host 
mom  gave  me  the  biggest  hug  when  1  stepped  off  the  train. 
She  didn’t  even  let  me  get  my  luggage  off  the  train  before 
she  hugged  me!  My  family  grabbed  my  baggage  and  we 
headed  to  the  car.  Our  house  is  ten  minutes  from  the  city 
center  of  Hamm.  We  have  a  pool,  which  was  wonderful 
because  it  was  80*F  out  here  the  first  w.  ok  I  arrived. 

I  have  two  sisters  -  Veronika,  I M,  and  Barbara,  14. 
They  both  are  really  wonderful  and  made  me  feel  right  at 
home.  I  met  so  many  people  on  my  first  day  in  Hamm.  My 
uncle  came  over  because  he  wanted  to  In- Ip  me  unpack  even 


though  I  had  already  finished  doing  so.  I  had  a  week  of 
vacation  left  before  I  started  school.  In  this  time  we  visited 
Holland  (which  was  really  great)  Munstel,  and  Soest. 

Then  school  began  and,  again,  I  was  really  scared 
but  at  the  same  time,  I  was  really  excited.  Our  school  is 
pretty  small  -  around  1 ,000  people.  I’m  taking  eight  subjects 
-  Math, English,  Art,  Gym,  Biology, Latin,  German, and LK 
English.  LK  English  is  Leistungs  Kurs  English  and  is  like 
our  AP  course  at  home.  My  teachers  are  really  patient  with 

me.  Although  I 
can’t  participate  in 
class,  they  usually 
try  to  help  me.  If 
not  them,  then  it’s 
the  students. 

The  students 
are  really  incred¬ 
ible  here.  I  mean,  I 
had  been  told  in 
Berlin  that  the  kids 
in  Western  Ger¬ 
many  wouldn’t  be 
warm  and  friendly, 
but  it  is  exactly  the 
opposite.  On  the 
first  day,  when  I 
walked  into  class, 
two  girls  came  up 
to  me  and  started 
speaking  German 
to  me.  When  they  realized  that  I  was  an  American,  they  gave 
me  a  seat  next  to  them  and  helped  me  understand  what  we 
were  doing  in  class.  It  was  really  quite  a  welcome  and  I 
hadn’t  expected  it. 

I  really  like 
the  school  here  be¬ 
cause  you  don’t 
have  every  subject 
everyday.  For  each 
subject,  you  have 
three  hours  a  week, 
except  LK,  which 
is  five  hours  a 
week.  Also  when 
you  have  free  peri¬ 
ods,  you  can  leave 
school  and  go  to  a 
cafe  or  a  pub.  You 
can  also  do  home¬ 
work  during  this 
period.  Some 
mornings,  when 
you  have  a  free 
period,  you  don’t 
have  to  come  in 
until  you  have  a 
class.  On  Tues¬ 
days,  I  don’t  have  to  be  at  school  until  ten  thirty  because  I 
have  the  first  three  periods  free. 

There’s  no  such  things  as  detention  or  misde¬ 
meanor  marks  here.  If  you  don’tcome  to  class,  you  don’t  get 
credit  for  the  work  done  that  day,  no  excuses.  If  you  don’t 
do  your  homework,  you  lose  out.  Here,  you  only  have  two 
semesters  with  about  four  tests  per  semester.  If  you  do  badly 
on  one  test,  you,  again,  are  the  one  who  loses  out.  Everything 
is  your  responsibility. 

The  thing  I  don’t  like  is  that  you  have  to  buy  all 
your  own  supplies  -  books  (sometimes),  art  supplies,  etc. 
You  can’t  “use”  or  “borrow”  anything  -  the  school  doesn’t 
provide  anything  for  you.  Also,  the  school  doesn’t  provide 
extracurricular  activities.  You  have  to  find  them  outside  of 
school.  Everyone  here  plays  table  tennis  and  they  are  huge 
soccer  fans.  Here  they  play  table  tennis  like  we  play  base¬ 
ball,  basketball,  or  football  at  home.  They  are  really  com¬ 
petitive  about  it  too. 

I’m  doing  crew  here,  and  a  little  bit  of  horseback 
riding.  Also,  I’m  taking  a  pottery  course  and  piano.  Last 
weekend  there  was  a  Kirmes  here  in  Hamm.  A  Kirmes  is  like 
our  carnival.  It  was  fun  to  go  and  try  German  candies  and 
food  and  go  on  rides.  It  was  really  expensive  though. 

That’s  another  thing  about  Germany,  things  are  so 
expensive.  Levis’  cost  1 50DM,  approximately  one  hundred 
US  dollars.  A  cup  of  coffee  here  is  2.S0DM  and  the  cup  is 
liny.  It  also  costs  2000DM  to  get  your  drivers’  license  here. 

Anyhow,  things  are  pretty  normal  here,  just  like  in 
Boston.  So  until  later, 

Herzliche  Grope,  Amelia. 


A  Warm  Greeting:  Amelia  Burke  receives  a  hearty  greeting 
from  her  German  host  family. 


All  Smiles:  Amelia  smiles  at  an  outdoor  restaurant  with  her 
exchange  family  in  Hamm,  Germany. 
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Hello  Amelia, 
from  German  4! 
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Hello  from  The  Mountain  School! 

Hi.  For  those  of  you  that  don't 
know  me,  my  name  is  Shauna  Daly  and  I  uin 
a  junior  currently  spending  a  part  ol  my 
junior  year  studying  away  from  home.  1  will 
be  returning  to  the  familiar  halls  of  BLS  in 
January.  This  is  a  basic  fact  article,  but 
future  articles  should  prove  to  be  more  inter¬ 
esting. 

Last  spring,  I  decided  to  apply  on 
a  long  shot  to  the  Mountain  School,  which 
other  people  I  knew  had  gone  to.  To  my 
amazement,  I  was  accepted  (they  only  ac¬ 
cepted  45  of  the  250  applicants). 

The  Mountain  School  is  a  four 
month  long  school  for  high  school  juniors 
on  a  farm  in  Vermont,  owned  by  Milton 
Academy.  I  arrived  here  on  August  28  and 
have  been  working  since.  Most  of  the  kids 
(40  to  be  exact)  here  come  from  cl  i  tc  pr  i  v  a  tc 
schools,  the  rest  (  including  yours  tiuly) 
come  from  public  school  (but  1  think  we 
decided  that  places  like  Martha’s  Vineyard 
High  don’t  really  count  as  public  schools). 

We  have  pigs,  sheep,  chickens,  Ivof 
cows,  turkeys,  and  a  donkey  (to  guard  the 
sheep  and  cows  from  predators).  Actually  a 
raccoon  got  in  the  chicken  coop  yesterday 
and  ate  fifteen  chickens  (we  call  them  the 
Fat  Boys  because  they’re  the  mealchickciis, 
as  opposed  to  laying  hens).  This  morning 
after  1  made  brunch,  the  entire  school  hail  to 
help  make  a  human  fence  to  prevent  the 
cows  and  sheep  from  running  away  while 
we  moved  them  to  a  different  pasture. 

The  food  here  is  amazing.  The 
people  working  on  the  farm  go  into  the 
kitchen,  ask  the  cook  what  she  needs  fora 


By  Regine  Joseph,  II 
Staff  Writer 

On  Thursday,  June  16,  1995  Ms. 
Brun  and  the  French  Club  organized  the 
second  half  of  the  exchange  program  be¬ 
tween  Strasbourg  and  Boston.  This  time ,  the 
students  of  Boston  Latin  School  went  to 
France  after  all  of  the  necessary  prepara¬ 
tions. 

Entering  the  automatic  doors  of 
Logan  airport,  I  hid  my  amusement  as  the 
chaotic  picture  of  anxious  parents,  excited 
students,  loaded  suitcases  and  “Virgin  At¬ 
lantic”  airplane  tickets  unfolded  before  my 
eyes.  Twenty-two  students,  and  Mr.  17c- 
merit  and  Ms.  Brun,  our  chaperons,  we 
made  so  much  noise  that  the  stewardesses 
were  only  too  happy  to  have  us  board  the 
airplane  as  soon  as  possible.  Already  our 
“sejour”  in  Strasbourg,  France  was  proving 
to  be  not  only  exciting  but  quite  interest  mg. 

On  our  six  hour  airplane  rule  to 
England  where  we  would  eventually  switch 
airplanes  to  Paris,  then  to  our  destination, 
the  realization  of  a  complete  parent- lice 
three  weeks  vacation  dawned  on  me.  It  was 
too  impossible  to  imagine,  that  is  if  wc  get 
there  first.  From  England  to  Strasbourg,  the 
only  words  that  stuck  to  my  mind  were 
“Move  it!”  which  were  shouted  by  Ms.  Brun 
as  she  tried  to  quicken  us  from  one  plane  to 
another.  Some  of  us  decided  that  the  months 
of  BLS  and  any  stress  relating  to  getting  to 
a  place  on  time  could  be  avoided.  Bccau  so  of 
such  false  assumptions  the  plane  to  Paris 
had  to  wait  for  us;  but  we  made  it. 

Banners  and  shouts  from  eager 
French  parents  and  students  welcomed  us  in 


Daly  News 


meal,  and  we  pick  it.  We  flow  with  the 
seasons.  Right  now  everything  is  in  season 
-there’salwayssomcthingtoharvesL  We’ve 
been  eating  a  lot  of  com,  cucumbers,  zuc¬ 
chini,  melons,  broccoli,  and  tons  of  toma¬ 
toes.  The  meat  we  eat  is  also  from  the  farm. 
Since  I’ve  been  here  we’ve  killed  the  Fat 
Boys,  sheep,  and  pigs,  although  we  only  kill 
chickens  ourselves 


-  everything  else 
goes  to  a  slaugh¬ 
terhouse. 

I  think 
one  of  the  oddest 
things  to  get  used 

to  is  being  around  my  teachers  all  of  the 
time.  We  arc  literally  a  community:  the 
director,  and  most  of  the  teachers  and  farm 
hands  live  here  with  us  (my  U.S.  History 
teacher  lives  downstairs  from  me,  along 
with  his  wife,  who  is  my  advisor).  This 
means  I  cat  all  my  meals  with  teachers! 

My  dorm  is  called  Tobold.  It  is  a 
three  minute  walk  from  my  room  to  class, 
but  it  is  uphill!  Ten  other  girls  live  in  it  with 
me.  There’s  also  the  teacher  and  his  wife  in 
one  apartment,  and  a  farm  worker  in  an- 


weekends.  We  have  class  for  about  two 
hours  on  Saturday,  two  hours  of  work  and 
then  recreation.  Yesterday  we  went  shop¬ 
ping  in  Hanover  (the  town  Dartmouth  Uni¬ 
versity  is  in)  and  had  a  bonfire  at  night.  On 
Sundays  we  can  help  make  brunch,  as  well 
as  other  activities  (today  it  was  Farm  Olym¬ 
pics).  However  we  still  have  to  do  morning 
_  chores  on  week- 


. .  .We  get  to  experience  all  the 
different  aspects  of  a  farm. 


ends.  Morning 
chores  are  usually 
pretty  shore  feed- 

_  ing  animals, 

—  ;  composting,  clean¬ 

ing  your  dorm,  or 
reading  the  paper  in  order  to  report  the  news 
to  the  rest  of  us  -  we  don’t  get  to  watch  TV 
here.  I’m  cleaning  my  dorm  this  week. 
When  we  do  chores  in  the  afternoons,  it’s 
usually  more  involved  work:  weeding  a 
garden,  harvesting,  setting  up  the  electric 
fence  around  a  pasture,  scrubbing  potatoes 
in  the  kitchen,  or  stuffing  envelopes  in  the 
office.  These  chores  are  different  every  day, 
so  we  get  to  experience  all  the  different 
aspects  of  a  farm. 

Don  ’  t  get  the  impression  that  I  don  ’  t 


other.  It’s  kind  of  odd  getting  used  to  living  do  school  work  here  - 1  do.  We  are  supposed 


with  all  these  people  -  you  have  no  privacy 
(especially  in  the  bathroom).  However,  it  is 
nice  that  there’s  always  someone  right  down 
the  hall  who  knows  what  the  English  home¬ 
work  was.  My  roommate’s  name  is  Cindy. 
She’s  from  Seattle  (yes,  she  lives  near  where 
Curt  Cobain  killed  himself).  Her  family 
owns  a  meat  packing  company,  so  we’re 
always  eating  turkey  jerky. 

We  do  get  a  bit  of  a  break  on 


to  get  an  hour  of  homework  for  each  hour  of 
class,  and  we  do.  Here  I  take  English, 
Environmental  Science,  French,  Math  and 
U.S.  History,  as  well  as  Latin  tutoring  for  an 
hour  a  week.  I  have  each  class  four  times  a 
week  (they ’re  an  hour  long).  In  addition,  wc 
have  one  class  a  week  on  farming,  and  on 
Saturday  mornings  an  activity  which  is  usu¬ 
ally  an  excersise  on  the  idea  of  community. 
The  classes  are  very  different  from  home. 


Nos  Amis  en  France 


Strasbourg.  Since  I  had  not  hosted  a  French 
student,  I  only  knew  my  French  exchange 
student  by  name.  After  a  while,  it  seemed 
that  everyone  knew  each  other  and  I  was  left 
alone.  Then,  my  gaze  fell  on  a  warm  boyish 
grin  accompanied  with  a  pair  of  expectant 
eyes.  Since  he  was  the  only  person  without 
any  student,  I  automatically  knew  that  this 
person  was  my  host. 

Like  ForcstGump  would  have  said, 
my  correspondent  and  I  were  like  “peas  and 
carrots”.  I  was  taken  to  many  fun-filled  and 
educational  places  including  numerous 
churches,  museums,  festivals,  and  even 
Germany.  The  language  was  simple  and  the 
food  was  just  healthy  and  succulent.  The 
teachers  probably  took  us  to  every  museum, 
cathedral  and  historical  site  of  Strasbourg. 
Strasbourg  is  a  small  city  on  the  eastern 


border  of  France.  It  is  neighbor  to  Germany, 
by  which  it  was  once  occupied.  This  city  is 
rather  flat  and  is  surrounded  by  some  of  the 
great  mountains  life  the  Vosges,  where 
monkeys  live  freely.  Because  of  its  geo¬ 
graphical  structure,  the  climate  was  pretty 
warm  with  occasional  rain  in  the  late  after¬ 
noon.  This  allowed  us  to  wear  the  short 
pants  that  we  loved  so  much. 

Besides  enjoying  the  views  of  a 
beautiful  city  with  a  heavenly  climate,  I  also 
had  the  chance  to  meet  some  wonderful 
people.  For,  I  saw  teenagers  who  enjoyed 
discussing  political  science  outside  of  aclass- 
room  and  whose  sense  of  fun  did  not  involve 
anything  harmful  to  their  bodies.  They  were 
very  nice  and  patient  with  our  French  with¬ 
out  discriminating  and  correcting  us  when 
we  made  mistakes.  As  a  group,  I  can  hon- 


lliough.  It’s  not  uncommon  for  a  dog  to  hang 
out  with  usduring  class;  weean  bring  drinks 
into  the  classes  (it  already  feels  like  winter 
here,  so  we  drink  a  lot  of  tea);  and,  best  of 
ull,  we  only  have  from  five  to  ten  kids  in  a 
class.  For  example,  my  Tuesday  schedule 
is: 


6:  10 

6:45  to  7:10 
7:15  to  7:40 
7:45  to  7:55 
X  (10  to  8:55 
900  to  9:55 
10.00  to  10:10 
10:15  to  11:10 
1 1:15  to  12:10 
12:15  to  1:10 
1:15  to  3:40 
4:00  to  4:55 
5:00  to  5:55 
6:15  to  7:00 
8:00  to  10:00 
10:30 


Wake  up 
Morning  Chores 
Breakfast 
Morning  Meeting 
U.S.  History 
English 
Snack  Break 
Math 

Environmental  Science 
Lunch 

Work  and  Activities 

French 

Free  Period 

Dinner 

Quiet  Hours 

Lights  Out 


Well,  I  have  an  essay  to  write  in 
French,  so  look  for  me  again  in  the  next 
issue!  And  don’t  forget  to  send  me  a  copy  of 
this  issue. 

P.S. 

I  love  to  gel  letters!  There  are  also  things 
called  care  packages,  which  usually  have 
cix)kics  or  something  in  them  (hint,  hint) 
Shauna  Daly.  Here’s  my  address: 


The  Mountain  School 
RR1  Box  123F 
Vcrshirc,  VT  05079-9722 


cslly  say  that  we  got  along  so  well  with  our 
hosts  that  some  of  us  are  planning  a  trip 
hack. 

With  overflowing  tears  due  to  the 
u|>coming  conclusion  of  such  stress-free 
paradise,  I  left  Strasbourg  for  Paris.  Paris- 
llic  City  of  Love!  Paris-the  illuminated  city! 
Since  wc  only  spent  three  days  in  Paris,  we 
only  had  time  for  quick  drop-by-forget-me- 
noi  visits.  We  saw  the  Cathedral  of  Notre 
I  Jiimc,  the  Louvre  Museum, Champs Elysee, 
i he  Eiffel  Tower,  and  the  Chateau  de 
S  crsailles.  Only  one  word  can  describe  these 
places:  breathtaking.  During  the  day,  in  the 
midst  of  all  of  the  traffics,  the  burgeoning 
city  is  filled  with  mostly  camera  happy 
tourists.  The  architecture  of  a  city  both  mod¬ 
em  and  old  is  quite  apparent.  At  night,  when 
the  city  sleeps,  only  lights  illuminate  the 
\i  reels.  There  were  so  many  lights,  that  it 
seemed  as  if  the  city  had  taken  a  brake  just 
lor  physical  purposes  and  that  nature  was 
1 1 is t  starling  to  rise. 

Wc  spent  three  short  days  dreading 
the  conclusion  of  this  trip.  On  the  eve  of  our 
departure,  I  could  only  think  that  I  may 
never  again  have  a  chance  to  take  a  picture 
w  i  th  the  Mona  Lisa,  the  Venus  of  Milo,  walk 
down  the  Champs  Elysee  at  night  and  take 
the  elevator  to  the  Eiffel  Tower  or  visit 
Uindon.  This  eternal  bliss  was  terminated 
by  the  thoughts  of  summer  readings,  work, 
and  other  things.  Although  we  drove  Mr. 
I  V  Merit  and  Ms.  Brun  to  the  brink  of  their 
..unity,  wc  all  had  a  good  time  in  Europe.  It 
nus  a  memorable  experience  which  im¬ 
proved  my  French  vocabulary  and  increased 
my  interests  in  learning  the  language. 
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ME 


3y  Matthew  J.  O’Malley,  II 
Collating  Editor 

Indeed,  the  argument 
for/against  the  death  penalty  is  a 
;omplex  and  thought-provoking 
:ontention.  One  cannot  make  a 
yalid  argument  for  this,  the  most 
revere  punishment,  by  simply  jus- 
ifying  the  “eye  for  an  eye"  idea, 
lor  could  one  argue  against  the 
leath  penalty  by  stating  that  it 
serves  no  justice.  Both  of  these 
jeople  would  present  themselves 
is  sophomoric  and  rather  naive. 

Personally,  I  am  for  the 
leath  penalty.  It  has  been  proven 
is  an  effective  deterrent  of  crime. 
''Jo  one  could  intellectually  dis¬ 
pute  the  fact  that  a  would-bc- 
nurderer  or  rapist  would  seri¬ 
ously  consider  not  committing  his 
particular  crime  for  fear  of  death. 

The  Commonwealth  of 
'■Jew  York,  which  recently  had  a 
eferendum  question  pertaining 
o  reestablishing  the  death  pcn- 
ilty,  furthers  my  point  immensely. 
The  concerned  voters  of  New 
Vork  State  voted  to  bring  back 
;apital  punishment  last  Novem¬ 
ber.  Since  then  the  capital  crime 
•ate  has  decreased  by  nearly  32% 
'error  of  margin,  +5%/-5%).  It  is 
:ertainly  clear  to  me,  just  how 
visible  the  awesome  power  capi- 
;al  punishment  is. 

In  most  cases  I  feel  that 
lard  labor  is  exactly  what  we 
leed,  for  prison  inmates  of  less 
revere  crimes.  Those  inmates  who 
ire  convicted  of  a  capital  crime 
lowever,  deserve  to  be  put  to 
leath.  They  contribute  nothing  to 
our  society  except  anguish,  heart¬ 
ache,  and  fear.  Perhaps  one  could 
irgue  that  the  carried-out  death 
sentence  of  a  convicted  criminal 


would  cost  the  taxpayer  just  as 
muclt/if  not  more  than  his  life  im¬ 
prisonment.  The  only  reason  that 
this  somewhat  bogus  statement  has 
any  validity  whatsoever  is  because 
the  appellate  court  system  is  a  dis¬ 
grace.  Contrary  to  popular  belief,  I 
feel  that  an  imprisoned,  and  al¬ 
ready-convicted  murder,  should 
have  the  power  to  sit  in  his  jail  cell, 
sip  a  MaiTai,  strum  a  ukulele,  and 
wail,  for  decades  upon  decades  as 
he  slips  through  the  huge  legal 
ciacks  wailing  for  another  trial. 
Our  present-day  Legal  system  is 
an  embarrassment. 

I  refuse  to  fall  pray  into 
citing  the  evcr-popular,  yet  none¬ 
theless  absurd,  pro-death  penally 
argument:  “What  if  your  mother 
weie  murdered?  Would  your  atti¬ 
tude  change  birth?”  Truly  I  feel 
tlutl  this  is  the  most  asinine  argu¬ 
ment  on  my  behalf.  In  a  nation  of 
supposedly  concerned  citizens,  we 
should  worry  about  someone  else’ s 
mother.  Regardless  of  our  rela¬ 
tionship  to  the  person,  we  must 
remember  that  a  person’s  rights 
were  violated  here.  It  doesn’t  mat¬ 
ter  if  that  individual  was  murdered 
or  raped  or  both,  their  perpetrator 
is  not  worthy  of  existing  on  this 
earth.  This  country  is  too  great  to 
be  destroyed  by  the  likes  of  Jeffrey 
Dnhmcr,  Ted  Bundy,  Susan  Smith 
oi,  Timothy  McVeigh. 

Harsh?  Yes.  Somewhat 
bai  baric?  Perhaps.  The  fact  still 
remains  that  in  order  to  create  a 
healthy,  and  safe  environment,  we 
must  punish  those  who  are  de¬ 
stroying  the  human  race.  Some¬ 
times  the  only  way  to  advance  as  a 
sodality  is  to  learn  from  our  past, 
move  on,  and  create  a  utopic  fu¬ 
ture. 


ME  is  an  ongoing  column  in  which  two  editors  present  their  personal 
:ontrovertial  topic  of  the  death  penalty  is  addressed. 


By  Beth  Greenwood,  II 
Copy  Editor 

l 

There  is  nothing  simple 
about  the  issue  of  capital 
puni  shment.  Activists  on  both  sides 
would  like  us  to  believe  that  it 
simply  boils  down  to  a  case  of  “An 
eye  for  an  eye”  vs.  “Two  wrongs 
don’t  make  a  right.”  I  believe  that 
capital  punishment  is  wrong,  yet  I 
can’t  say  that  I  don’t  understand 
and  even  agree  with  some  of  the 
arguments  being  presented  in  fa¬ 
vor  of  it. 

I  agree  that  crime  is  out  of 
control  in  this  country.  I  agree  that 
there  are  some  crimes  so  repulsive, 
so  heinous,  so  inhuman  that  merely 
placing  the  criminals  who  commit 
those  crimes  in  jail  seems 
hopelessly  lenient.  I  agree  that 
using  taxpayers'  money  to  feed, 
clothe,  and  care  for  a  convicted 
murderer  is  outrageous.  I  cannot 
say  that,  faced  with  the  grieving 
parents  of  a  murder  victim,  I  would 
not  be  inclined  to  hate  the  person 
who  killed  their  son  or  daughter,  to 
instinctively  want  to  kill  that 
person. 

In  my  opinion,  it  is  wrong 
to  kill,  and  it  is  dangerous  to  attach 
conditions  to  killing  which  make  it 
socially  acceptable.  Many 
murderers  have  had  a  twisted  logic 
system  which  justifies  their  crimes. 

I  understand  the  basic,  gut  level, 

“How  does  it  feel  now?”  desire  to 
make  the  perpetrators  of  a  crime 
the  victims  of  that  same  crime.  Y et 
how  can  you  justify  committing, 
as  a  society,  the  crime  we  claim  to 
condemn? 

Beyond  these  philosophi¬ 
cal  arguments,  we  need  to  look  at 
how  the  death  penalty  fits  into  our 
society.  We  can't  claim  that  the 

nals.  Justice  is  not  vengeance. 

and  opposing  viewpoints  to  a  particular  topic.  In  its  debut  column,  the 


United  States  justice  system  lias 
never  convicted  an  innocent  man 
or  woman.  There  are  many  ex¬ 
amples  of  cases  in  which  evidence 
has  turned  up  years  later  which 
proves  thataconvictcd  person  was 
innocent.  There  are  no  guaran¬ 
tees;  we’d  like  to  think  that  only 
guilty  people  go  to  prison,  but 
reality  contradicts  that  thought. 
Our  system  has  problems,  pieju- 
dices,  and  loopholes.  Sentencing 
someone  to  death  in  a  system  w  i  th 
such  problems  could  be  a  soi  l  of 
vengeance...  or  it  could,  on  occa¬ 
sion,  simply  be  another  mui  tier  of 
an  innocent  person,  with  the  jus¬ 
tice  system  acting  as  murderer,  In 
addition,  states  with  capital  pun¬ 
ishment  now  have  just  as  much 
crime  as  states  without  it.  Capital 
punishment  is  not  a  deterrent.  It 
essentially  amounts  to  pure  ven¬ 
geance.  I  can  fully  understand, 
even  share,  the  desire  for  ven¬ 
geance  when  a  horrible  crime  has 
been  committed.  I  cannot,  how¬ 
ever,  expect  that  our  justice  sys¬ 
tem  should  act  as  an  organization 
of  vigilantes.  For  what  else  would 
it  be?  Vigilantes  decide,  based  on 
their  own  system  of  morals,  who 
should  die  and  who  should  live. 
With  capital  punishment,  we 
would  decide,  based  on  our  sys¬ 
tem  of  morals  today,  who  should 
have  the  right  to  live.  Three  hun¬ 
dred  years  ago,  people  were  ex¬ 
ecuted  for  being  suspected  of 
witchcraft.  Their  deaths  seem  bar¬ 
baric  to  us  now,  yet,  according  to 
the  value  system  of  the  time,  those 
deaths  were  perfectly  justifiable. 

We  as  a  society  m  uM  I  told 
human  life  in  the  highest  esteem, 
even  the  lives  of  those  who  deval¬ 
ued  life.  We  cannot  bring  out  val¬ 
ues  down  to  match  those  of  ct  uni- 


Reform  the  Reform  Law 


Education  Reform  Law 
Michael  Tumposky,  II 

The  Education  Reform 
Law,  which  was  passed  in  1993, 
was  designed  so  that  “All  of  our 
children  will  be  prepared  to  com¬ 
pete  in  the  global  economy.” 
However  the  state  had  another 
agenda  in  creating  this  law.  When 
Michael  Dukakis  was  governor, 
the  stale  was  sued  for  having  un¬ 
equally  funded  school  districts. 
One  of  the  legislature’s  motives 
for  passing  the  financial  part  of  the 
education  reform  law  was  to  keep 
that  suit  from  being  heard. 

A  major  component  of 
this  law  concerns  increasing  stale 
aid  to  the  schools,  $1.27  billion 
over  seven  years.  The  amount 
each  school  system  receives  is 
based  on  the  average  amount  that 
each  city  or  town  spends  on  its 
students.  This  system  is  known  as 
the  foundation  budget.  While  this 
plan  looks  good  on  paper,  it  has 
many  holes.  Firstofall.it  does  not 


tin  hi  lughly  address  the  fact  that 
big  cities  like  Boston  have  a  high 
amount  of  special  education. 
Therefore  it  appears  as  though 
Boston  spends,  on  average,  more 
pei  regular  education  student  than 
it  actually  docs. 

Second,  since  Boston’s 
tern  hers  make  higher  salaries  than 


those  of  other  towns  due  to  high 
living  expenses,  it  costs  Boston 
more  to  run  its  school  system.  The 
law  should  separate  the  regular 
education  from  bilingual  and  spe¬ 
cial  ed  when  calculating  the  foun¬ 
dation  budget,  and  should  also  al¬ 
lot  extra  money  for  those  towns 
dial  liavc  average  teacher  salaries 
tlui  are  higher  than  the  suite’s  av¬ 


erage. 

Another  part  of  the  law 
calls  for  the  creadon  of  charter 
schools.  These  schools  are 
independant  of  any  school  system 
and  are  to  be  paid  for  by  the  system 
from  which  the  student  comes,  the 
amount  depending  on  what  the 
foundadon  budget  of  that  system 


is. 

There  is  already  enough 
middle  class  flight  from  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Public  Schools.  Now,  with 
charter  schools,  someone  can  leave 
the  system  for  free!  Since  Boston 
has  fairly  high  average  per  pupil 
costs,  charter  schools  will  be  rob¬ 
bing  our  already  under- funded 
school  system  of  more  funds.  The 


loss  of  these  funds  will  be  serious 
unless  the  state  agrees  to  pick  up 
the  entire  tab  for  its  “  educational 
experiment.” 

The  law  docs  have  some 
good  parts  to  it,  beyond  the  much 
needed  aid  increases.  One  is  the 
abolishing  of  the  general  track  for 
non-college  bound  students.  In 
this  track,  a  student  might  not  take 
Algebra  I  undl  his  or  her  senior 
year.  Another  good  part  is  the 
mandating  of  a  school  site  council, 
a  group  of  parents  and  teachers 
who  work  with  the  princip.il.  in 
every  school.  ( In  Boston,  the  site 
councils  have  addiuonal  authority 
from  the  teachers’  union  contract.) 
In  addiuon,  lifetime  tenure  foi  prin¬ 
cipals  was  eliminated,  making  prin¬ 
cipals  accountable  for  the  success 
or  failure  of  their  school. 

The  educauon  reform  law 
is  a  99  page  piece  of  legislation  tha' 
was  created  to  improve  cdue  atior 
in  Massachusetts.  Ithasrcfmince 
educadon  in  some  ways,  but  it  1 1  >uli 
also  use  some  reform  itself. 


"The  education  reform  law...has  reformed 
education  in  some  ways,  but  it  could  also 
use  some  reform  itself  " 


Forum 

Question 

Briefly  summarize  your 
feelings  pertaining  to  the 
McLaughlin  case  and  the 
quota  system  in  general. 


Chris  Bletzer,  I 


While  I  agree  that  we  should  have 
i  level  playing  field,  I  feel  that  it  it 
udicrous  to  lower  the  standards 
)f  our  school.  We  should  be 
focusing  on  the  problems  in  the 
ower  grades  and  fixing  them  in 
rtcad. 


Eric  Martin,  II 

I  believe  the  case  illustrates  the 
fact  that  many  qualified  students 
arc  turned  away  because  of  the 
outdated  quota  system.  It  is  dme 
to  end  choosing  people  baser 
on  the  color  of  their  skin,  anc 
rather  on  their  merits 


Lauren  Rodriguez,  III 


I  believe  that  the  quota  systeir 
is  no  longer  necessary.  It  was 
needed  twenty  years  ago  but  ’ 
think  that  toelay  we  need  a  new 

system. 


Jennifer  Mas  den,  V 

Personally,  I  think  the  gir 
should  have  been  accepted.  It's 
nice  that  BLS  is  trying  to  have 
an  even  number  of  races,  bu 
people  should  only  be  here  i: 
they  earned  the  right. 


Lucy  Craven,  VI 


I  sull  think  that  Ladn  Schoo 
is  a  great  school.  I  dont  think 
it  is  fair  that  some  people  are 
judging  it  differently  because 
of  this  case.  I  hope  that  wher 
the  case  is  over  our  schoo 
will  be  the  same  school  it  was 

The  above  students  were 
randomly  chosen.  They  do 
not  necessarily  express  the 
ideas  of  the  Argo. 


BLS  Argo,  October  1995 

Latin  the  In  News 


QUOTA 


Con  Quota 

By  Talia  Whyte,  III 
Staff  Writer 

Discussions  have  been  sparked  by 
the  latest  controversy  surrounding  our 
school,  and  it’s  35%  set  aside  policy  for 
minorities.  If  you  don’ t  know  (but  you  should 
because  it  has  been  a  national  story),  a  Hyde 
Park  attorney,  Michael  McLaughlin,  filed  a 
lawsuit  against  Boston  Latin,  claiming  that 
his  daughter,  Julia,  was  denied  admission  to 


Ladies  and  Gentlemen,  I 
have  come  to  the  conclu¬ 
sion  that  we're  all  victims 


the  school  because  she  is  White.  Reports  say 
that  she  scored  better  or  the  same  as  149 
other  students  who  took  the  same  test  to  get 
into  this  school;  103  of  whom  were  Blacks 
and  Hispanics. 

This  brings  me  to  my  question;  is  it 
relevant  to  have  Affirmative  Action?  Well, 

I  know  that  certain  people  will  be  disap¬ 
pointed  by  what  I  am  about  to  say  but  I  am 
a  Black  student  who  is  against  Affirmative 
Action.  I  think  Affirmative  Action  is  a  form 
of  severe  racism.  It’s  embarrassing  to  me  to 
see  a  policy  that  only  exists  because  it  makes 
the  school  look  politically  and  socially  cor¬ 
rect.  This  type  of  Affirmative  Action  is 
openly  saying  that  minorities  are  too  stupid 
to  get  into  this  school  because  of  their  aca¬ 
demic  merit.  I  wish  there  were  more  minor¬ 
ity  students  and  administrators  who  would 
take  a  powerful  stand  against  this  policy. 
There  are  many  minority  students,  like  my¬ 
self,  who  have  worked  long  and  hard  to 
come  to  this  school,  and  it  is  a  setback  for  us 
because  other  students  are  going  to  come  to 
the  resolution  that  we  are  here  solely  be¬ 
cause  of  Affirmative  Action.  Some  of  our 
classmates  wouldn’tbelieve  all  the  obstacles 
we’ve  been  through  to  come  to  this  point. 

Many  people  say  that  Affirmative 
Action  helps  minorities  “get  through  the 
door. "  Maybe  at  one  lime,  long  ago,  that  was 
the  case,  but  that  sure  isn’t  true  today,  as  far 
as  I’m  concerned.  Others  believe  that  they 
earned  these  opportunities  via  past  events 
they  or  their  elders  went  through.  For  in¬ 
stance,  many  African-  Americans  feel  that 
Affirmative  Action  should  stay  in  effect 
because  it’s  a  “payback”  for  all  the  torment 
and  devastation  their  ancestors  went  through 
during  slavery  in  the  South.  If  you  look  into 
world  history,  almost  every  ethnic  and  reli¬ 
gious  group  has  been  through  some  kind  of 
human  suffrage.  So,  does  that  mean  every¬ 
one  deserves  to  get  a  free  ride  from  Affirma¬ 
tive  Action?  Should  Jewish  people  be  ad¬ 
mitted  into  any  institution  only  because  of 
what  happened  to  their  foreparents  during 
the  Holocaust?  Should  American  Indians  be 
given  jobs  just  because  they  were  driven  off 
their  land  by  White  men  hundreds  of  years 
ago?  Should  Japanese  people  get  benefits 
just  because  of  how  they  were  treated  during 
World  War  II?  Ladies  and  gentlemen,  I  have 
come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  are  all  vic¬ 
tims.  Sooner  or  later  White  males  will  offi¬ 
cially  be  inducted  into  the  institution  for 
Victims  of  Society. 

Don’t  get  me  wrong;  discrimina¬ 
tion  is  alive  and  well  in  America,  but  Affir¬ 
mative  Action  is  not  going  to  break  down 
the  walls  of  prejudice.  Maybe  1995  will  be 
the  year  when  everyone  will  realize  that 
equal  opportunity  by  merit,  not  by  cultural 
difference,  is  the  best  way  to  go  in  the  future. 


By  Elizabeth  Tisci,  VI 
Staff  Writer 

In  mid-August,  Mr.  Michael 
McLaughlin,  a  resident  of  Boston,  decided 
to  sue  the  Boston  School  Committee 
regarding  the  admissions  policy  for  Boston 
Latin  School.  Mr.  McLaughlin  states  that 
the  policy  gives  an  unfair  advantage  to  black 
and  Hispanic  students.  This  comes  after  his 
daughter,  Julia,  was  denied  admission  to 
Boston  Latin  School  while  scoring  the  same 
as  or  higher  than  103  black  and  Hispanic 
students  on  the  admissions  test  who  were 
accepted  to  the  Boston  Latin  School. 

This  case  has  stirred  up  mixed 
emotions  among  the  entering  sixie  class. 
Somestudcnlsfeel  that  it  has  created  division 
amongst  the  class  whose  racial  statistics 
have  been  highlighted  across  the  country. 


By  Nina  Smolyar,  III 
Staff  Writer 

There  once  was  a  girl  named  Maria 
Aqucro  who  grew  up  with  all  the  expected 
happy  and  sad  times  like  any  child.  It  was 
soon  lime  to  go  to  high  school,  and,  of 
course,  like  any  other  sensible  parents, 
Maria’s  wanted  to  provide  their  child  with 
the  best  education  at  a  fairly  prestigious 
school.  However,  Maria  had  no  desire 
whatsoever  to  go  to  the  school  of  her  parents’ 
choice,  and  she  thought  she  found  a  way  to 
fulfill  her  wish;  and  a  clever  way  it  was.  The 
school  required  the  scores  of  an  entrance 
exam  for  the  application  of  every  possible 
future  student,  so  Maria  decided  to 
deliberately  fail  the  exam.  She  left  some 
answers  blank,  answered  others  incorrectly 
and  completed  the  test  in  that  fashion. 
Imagine  her  surprise,  and  her  parents’  joy, 
when  some  time  later  Maria’s  family  was 
notified  of  Maria’s  acceptance  to  the  school. 
As  Maria  found  out  later,  the  reason  she  was 
accepted  was  not  because  the  school  in 
question  decided  to  give  Maria  a  chance, 
and  not  because  she  was  an  outstanding 
genius  as  the  test  obviously  did  not  illustrate, 
but  because  Maria  isof  Hispanic  background, 
and  was  accepted  to  fill  the  quota. 

A  quota  according  to  the  Webster’s 
unabridged  dictionary  is:  “A  share  or 
proportion  which  each  of  a  number  is  called 
upon  to  contribute,  or  which  is  assigned  to 
each.”  Racial  quota  means  each  race  is 
assigned  a  fixed  percentage  of  students  to  be 
acccplct  into  Boston’s  three  exam  schools. 
This  sc  tnds  irrational  and  tremendously 
ignorant  of  applicants’  academic  abilities 
each  year.  Quotas  are  unfair  for  the  ironic, 
but  juvenile  reason  extracted  from  the  story 
above  and  several  others  much  more 
important  ones. 

The  quotas  are  over  twenty  years 
old  and  apparently  do  not  apply  to  present 


Each  student  has  his  or  her  own  views  on  the 
case.  Some  think  Mr.  McLaughlin  was  right 
to  challenge  the  process  which  reserves  35% 
of  the  seats  for  the  entering  sixie  class  for 
Blacks  and  Hispanics.  As  Jane  Nguyen,  a 
member  of  class  VI,  put  it,  “I  don’t  think 
they  should  accept  students  because  of  race, 
but  because  of  their  marks  on  the  test.” 
Others  think  that  Mr.  McLaughlin  is  wrong, 
and  the  process  is  fair  just  the  way  it  is. 

If  the  process  is  changed  from  the 
way  it  is,  not  as  many  black  or  Hispanic 
students  would  be  in  the  school.  However, 
the  mixture  of  cultures  surely  helps  the 
students  at  our  school  be  more  aware  of  and 
more  sensitive  to  the  issues  that  other  cul¬ 
tures  face.  What  our  city  needs  to  do  is  raise 
the  standard  of  elementary  and  middle  school 
education  to  give  a  fair  and  equal  chance  of 
acceptance  to  the  Boston  Latin  School. 


circumstances.  Thirty-five  percent  of  slots 
at  Boston  Latin  School  are  reserved  for 
Black  and  Hispanic  students.  Besides  the 
case  of  Michael  McLaughlin  and  his 
daughter,  dozens  of  other  White  students 
were  denied  admission  despite  test  scores 
higher  than  those  of  Black  and  Hispanic 
applicants.  Racial  quotas  limit  capable 
students  by  determing  the  quality  of  their 
education  based  on  race  before  any  grades, 
scores,  etc. 

A  good  reason  to  eliminate  quotas 
is  that  all  quotas  do  not  exist  because  of  any 
order  from  any  judicial  court.  A  rather 
amusing  fact  is  that  our  own  headmaster  was 
not  aware  of  this  until  just  recently.  The 
quota  in  fact  is  completely  in  the  hands  of 
the  Boston  School  Dept,  and  is  at  full  liberty 
to  change.  The  quotas  also  have  a  personal 
negative  effect.  Students  wonder  whether  or 
not  one  of  their  friends,  classmates  and 
particularly  themselves  have  been  admitted 
based  on  their  merit  or  the  need  to  fulfill  a 
quota  established  on  a  characteristic  that 
one  can  not  control.  Doubts  creep  into  each 
one  of  us  leaving  questions  and  uncertainties 
about  ourselves. 

Finally,  what  I  consider  the  most 
important  argument  for  eliminating  quotas 
is  that  an  exam  school  is  supposed  to  be  and 
should  be  for  exceptional  students  regardless 
of  race;  whoever  has  reached  outstanding 
achievement,  top  scores  and  excellent  grades 
should  be  allowed  the  privilege  of  admission. 
This  is  that  the  only  thing  students  have  to 
worry  about  and  work  hard  at  is  their  school 
work  and  knowledge,  not  race,  not 
socioeconomic  clan,  not  the  education  level 
of  parents  as  some  have  suggested,  and  not 
anything  that  the  students  themselves  have 
no  control  over.  If  this  last  idea  ever  becomes 
reality,  students  will  enjoy  a  competitive 
and  most  of  all  educational  environment 
without  having  to  ponder  whether  or  not 
they  deserve  to  be  here. 
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Quota 

Reform 

By  Joyce  Agho,  II, 

Tanya  Hughes,  II, 
and  Rcginc  Joseph,  II 
Staff  Writers 

The  United  States’  Constitution 
states  that  “All  men  are  created  equal.”  We, 
as  students,  feel  that  there  are  times  when 
people  forget  that  we  are  all  one  race,  the 
human  race.  Whether  black,  white,  or  yel¬ 
low,  most  of  us  share  the  same  interest:  to 
cam  a  good  education  and  become  one  who 
is  looked  upon  as  an  accomplished  person. 
S  incc  the  media  has  exposed  the  McLaughl  in 
case  to  the  society,  there  have  been  many 
attempts  to  discuss  the  quota  system.  If  there 
were  trust,  unity,  and  respect  amongst  the 
American  citizens,  establishing  the  quota 
system  would  not  have  been  necessary. 

The  primary  teachers  of  children 
are  their  parents.  It  is  the  responsibility  of 
parents  to  teach  their  children  about  their 
heritage.  Through  knowing  their  identity, 
they  will  be  apt  to  respect  the  identities  of 
other  cultures.  Unity  and  respect  are  the 
foundation  on  which  a  country  is  built.  If  we 
arc  to  call  ourselves  the  “United  States,”  we 
should  advocate  these  principles. 

Ignorance  is  the  poison  which  keeps 
us  from  getting  along  with  each  other.  From 
ignorance,  stereotypes  and  prejudices  are 
created  which  then  follow  children  into  a 
school  environment.  It  is  the  right  of  every 
individual  to  acquire  an  education  and  to  be 
given  a  chance  to  show  that  these  rights 
were  earned.  Political,  geographical,  and 
economical  situations  cause  a  division  which 
affects  the  quality  of  the  school  systems.  For 
these  reasons,  people  with  fewer  opportuni¬ 
ties  become  rebellious  and  search  for  a  scape¬ 
goat.  The  quota  system  was  used  to  act  as  a 
quick  remedy  to  this  problem.  However,  in 
reality,  the  quota  system  only  acts  as  a  guise 
and  generates  more  complications. 

The  quota  system  was  not  designed 
to  deprive  people  of  the  benefits  of  gelling  a 
quality  education,  it  was  not  designed  for 
people  to  use  it  as  a  crutch;  nor  was  it 
designed  for  “black  people.”  The  quota  sys¬ 
tem  was  designed  so  that  people  could  have 
a  chance  to  cam  their  education.  The  ego¬ 
tism  which  exists  in  our  society  contributes 
to  these  issues  which  draw  all  our  attention 
away  from  the  roots  of  our  problem:  the 
schools.  If  every  student  had  equal  opportu¬ 
nities  and  exposure,  this  system  would  not 
have  been  necessary.  Therefore,  instead  of 
concentrating  on  issues  concerning  the  va¬ 
lidity  of  the  examination  test,  the  endless 
fight  with  merit  and  belonging,  we  should 
reform  and  improve  our  schools  so  that  there 
will  not  be  just  one  “good  school”  in  the  city. 

A  school  is  as  strong  as  its  faculty, 
curriculum,  and  student  body.  Many  benefit 
from  being  in  a  diverse  school,  but  some¬ 
times,  not  enough.  We  still  have  the  preju¬ 
dices  that  our  parents  and  society  have  in¬ 
stilled  in  us.  We  classify  each  other  by  race 
as  we  would  classify  fruits  and  we  do  not 
find  an  interest  in  learning  the  different 
cultures  of  each  race.  It  is  this  vice  from 
childhood  which  follows  us  like  a  cloud 
awaiting  the  exact  lime  to  rain. 

In  conclusion,  our  real  problem  is 
not  the  quota  system,  it  is  the  respect  which 
we  do  not  display  towards  others  and  it  is  the 
neglect  to  our  public  schools.  It  is  the  ego¬ 
tism  of  individuals  and  the  lack  of  accep¬ 
tance  of  others.  As  a  first  step,  we  should 
make  it  our  responsibility  to  learn  about 
each  other,  to  face  and  destroy  those  stereo¬ 
types  and  prejudgements.  We  should  live  up 
to  our  name  as  being  united  because  in  union 
there  is  strength. 


Cons  of  Racial  Quota 
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Pros  of  Racial  Quota 


Denied 


By  Michael  Tumposky,  II 
Staff  Writer 

The  recent  suit  brought  on  by 
Michael  McLaughlin  has  given  much 
publicity  to  the  racial  quota  of  Boston  Latin 
School.  This  quota,  which  was  set  up  in 
1974  and  then  moved  to  the  jurisdiction  of 
the  School  Committee  10  years  later,  reserves 
35%  of  the  seats  at  BLS  for  Black  and 
Hispanic  students.  I  personally  feel  that  the 
quota  does 
much  more 
good  than  it 
does  harm. 

One 
of  Michael 
McLaughlin’s 
main 
arguments  is 
that  the  quota 
takes  away 
from  deserving 
White  children 
who  score 
higher  than 
minorities.  But 
M  r 
McLaughin  is 
overlooking 
four  very  im¬ 
portant  tilings. 

First,  not  every  student  starts  out 
on  an  equal  playing  field.  His  daughter, 
Julia,  went  to  a  parochial  school  with  good 
facilities  and  good  instruction.  Some  Boston 
Public  Schools  lack  even  the  most  basic 
facilities  like  an  auditorium  and  a  cafeteria. 
At  the  elementary  school  1  went  to,  the 
children  whose  parents  called  the  school 
and  requested  the  best  teachers,  got  them 
more  often  than  not.  Other  students,  who 
through  no  fault  of  their  own,  had  less 
involved  parents,  got  placed  with  the  less 
desirable  teachers.  At  my  school’s  annual 
science  fair,  some  children  had  a  huge 
advantage  over  others.  In  fact,  one  could 
always  tell  who  had  received  help  from  their 
parents  because  they  were  usually  the  ones 
on  stage  accepting  the  blue  ribbons. 

Second,  diversity  at  inner-city 
schools  is  extremely  important.  Some  people 


argue  that  it  is  an  insult  to  Blacks  and  His- 
panics  to  know  that  they  may  not  have 
gotten  in  on  their  own  merits.  But  minorities 
would  also  be  offended  if  one  of  the  best 
public  schools  in  the  state,  located  in  a 
system  in  which  65%  of  the  students  are 
White  and  Asian,  had  only  an  estimated  10 
to  1 5%  Black  and  Hispanic  student  body.  If 
this  were  the  case,  it  would  have  greatly 
affected  my  decision  to  come  to  this  school 
and  I’m  sure  it  would  have  affected  the 

decision  of 
many  others  as 
well. 

Third, 
Blacks  and 
Hispanics  not 
only  bring 
their  academ¬ 
ics  to  this 
school,  but 
also  their  cul¬ 
tural  diversity. 
This  should 
have  some 
weight  on  the 
admission. 
When  a  high 
school  athlete 
goes  to  col¬ 
lege,  the  dean 
of  admissions 
doesn’t  just  look  at  his  or  her  SATs  and 
grades.  He  or  she  also  looks  at  what  else  they 
bring  to  the  table,  such  as  their  ability  in  a 
extracurricular  activities.  The  same  is  true 
for  minorities  at  BLS. 

Finally,  when  children  take  this 
test,  which  is  the  main  component  of 
admission  to  BLS,  they  are  only  11  years 
old!  One’s  learning  capacity  should  not  be 
measured  by  one’s  output  on  a  given  day. 
Something  upsetting  may  have  happened  to 
that  student  the  day  before  or  that  student’s 
full  potential  may  not  have  been  reached  yet 
due  to  inadequate  elementary  schooling. 

The  quota  is  needed  to  keep  c  ul  tural 
diversity  at  Latin  because  without  it  the 
school  would  be  much  more  boring.  No  one 
would  learn  the  interracial  relations  which 
are  essential  in  life,  and  life  isn’t  based  on  a 
lest  score. 


By  Kristin  Purdy,  IV 
Staff  Writer 

This  year  98  White  and  Asian 
Americans  were  denied  their  rightful  scat  at 
Boston  Latin  because  of  the  racial  quota, 
and  Julia  McLaughlin  is  one  of  them. 

Although  the  twelve  year  old  stu¬ 
dent  from  Hyde  Park  scored  higher  than  one 
hundred  three  of  the  one  hundred  fifteen 
Black  and  Hispanic  students  accepted,  she 
is  not  able  to 
attend  Latin. 

Established 
by  Judge  W. 

Arthur 
Garrity  in 
197,4,  the 
quota  places  a 
“cap”  on  the 
number  of 
Whites  and 
Asian  Ameri¬ 
cans  accepted 
into  Boston 
exam  public 
schools.  De¬ 
spite  how 
they  com¬ 
pared  with 
their  minority 
counterparts,  certain  qualified  whites  and 
Asians  were  not  accepted  because  of  the 
thirty-five  percent  quota. 

Fact  -  In  the  incoming  seventh  grade 
class,  there  are  two  hundred  nineteen  Whites, 
sixty-one  Asians,  ninety  Blacks,  and  sixty- 
two  Hispanics.  Two  hundred  eighty  Whites 
and  Asians  who  ranked  from  one  to  three 
hundred  fifty  were  accepted.  One  hundred 
fifty-two  Blacks  and  Hispanics  ranked  from 
ten  to  eight  hundred  forty-eight  were  admit¬ 
ted.  Percentage  numbers:  Sixty-five  per¬ 
cent  Whites  and  Asians,  thirty-five  percent 
Blacks  and  Hispanics. 

Fact  -  If  the  court  order  were  not  in 
effect,  and  only  the  top  four  hundred  thirty- 
two  students  were  admitted,  there  would  be 
three  hundred  seventy-eight  White  and  Asian 
students  and  fifty-five  Black  and  Hispanic 
students.  Percentage  numbers:  Eighty- 


seven  and  one  half  percent  Whites  and 
Asians,  twelve  and  one  half  percent  Blacks 
and  Hispanics. 

To  recap  -  Ninety-eight  students 
were  denied  seats  because  of  their  race. 

Am  I  alone,  or  does  anyone  else 
see  a  problem?  Wi  th  this  racial  quota,  aren  ’  t 
we  only  solving  the  prejudice  problem  that 
we,  as  a  country,  fought  so  hard  to  end,  with 
reverse  discrimination?  If  one  student  de¬ 
serves  a  seat  more  than  another,  then  that 

student  has  a 
right  to  that  seat 
regardless  of 
race.  The  quota 
which  never 
was  fair  to  ei¬ 
ther  the  minori¬ 
ties  or  majorities 
must  be 
dropped. 
Although  this  is 
the  first  chal¬ 
lenge  of  the  lo¬ 
cal  system,  the 
University  of 
California  is  un¬ 
der  fire  for  the 
same  quota. 
Both  cases  are 
far  from  over, 
and  will  goto  the 
SuprcmeCourt  if  necessary.  Also  under  fire 
is  the  admittance  test  to  BLS  (ISEE)  which 
places  excessive  weight  on  math  scores  based 
on  tests  which  shows  that  blacks  and  His¬ 
panics  score  higher  in  mathematics  than  in 
verbal  tests. 

Supporters  of  the  quota  say  that  if 
the  quota  were  not  in  place,  segregation 
would  return  to  the  schools.  Why?  It  is  only 
fair  that  students  more  qualified  for  a  seat 
receive  that  seat.  The  dropping  of  the  quota 
would  not  promote  segregation;  it  would 
only  allow  the  best  students  a  chance  at 
higher  education. 

Julia  McLaughlin  was  denied  her 
rightful  place  at  Latin  for  the  simple  reason 
that  she  is  While.  If  that  is  not  discrimina¬ 
tion,  I  honestly  don’t  know  what  is. 
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Effects  of  Affirmative  Action 


By  Feng  Yuan  Xu,  IV 
Staff  Writer 


One  of  the  best  things  at 
Boston  Latin  School  is  the  diver¬ 
sity  of  the  student  body.  At  BLS, 
there  arc  pupils  from  many  differ¬ 
ent  backgrounds,  ethnicities,  and 
cultures.  A  law  was  set  up  in  1974 
for  the  Boston  Public  School  sys¬ 
tem  because  schools  were  segre¬ 
gated.  This  law  makes  sure  that  at 
least  35%  of  the  scats  in  any  BPS 
go  to  African-American  and  His¬ 
panic  students.  Now  this  law 
causes  a  lot  of  disagreement  and 
controversy. 

The  reason  why  Asians, 
Native  Americans,  and  students  of 
biracial  families  were  excluded 


from  the  quota  system  is  because 
the  plaintiffs  of  that  1 974  trial  were 
African-American  and  Hispanic. 
There  were  not  that  many  Asians 
and  Native-Amcricans  in  the  Bos¬ 
ton  Public  School  system  at  that 
time.  But  that  was  twenty  years 
ago.  There  still  isn’t  a  quota  set  up 
for  the  minorities  that  were  left  out 
during  the  1974  trial. 

Every  system  is  like  a 
double-edged  sword.  If  you  want 
to  please  one  side,  you’ll  disap¬ 
point  the  other.  There  is  not  yet  a 
law  that  pleases  everyone.  I  would 
think  that  an  ideal  way  to  settle  this 
highly  controversial  matter  is  to 
ask  the  people  whom  it  affects  the 
most.  The  parents  of  Boston  Pub¬ 
lic  School  students  should  be  able 
to  have  some  opinion  concerning 


it.  If  we  had  a  vote  on  this  quota 
system ,  at  least  the  decision  would 
please  the  majority.  Some  of  the 
opposers  or  supporters  of  this 
system  may  even  vote  against  their 
own  favor. 

Many  people  want  to  get 
rid  of  this  system.  They  say  that  it 
contradicts  the  dream  of  Dr.  Mar¬ 
tin  Luther  King.  He  wanted 
everyone  to  be  judged  by  their 
character  and  not  by  their  skin 
color.  Opposers  of  this  law  may 
feel  we  are  doing  the  opposite  of 
what  the  civil  rights  leader  had 
hoped  for. 

Nevertheless,  there  are 
people  who  think  it  is  a  good  idea. 
Judge  Ganrily,  the  original  judge 
that  ruled  for  this  law  to  be  in  effect 
in  the  Boston  Public  School  sys¬ 


tem,  declared  that  the  BPS  system 
“failed  to  provide  black  children 
with  the  equal  educational  oppor¬ 
tunities  guaranteed  by  the  14th 
Amendment.”  Many  people  feel 
that  we  cannot  let  segregation 
within  schools  exist  again  after 
twenty  years  of  fighting  hard  to  get 
rid  of  it. 

If  we  are  going  to  keep 
this  quota  system,  we  should  have 
quotas  for  each  race  and  both  gen¬ 
ders.  While  I  think  that  the  cre¬ 
ators  of  this  law  meant  well,  they 
justdidn’t  think  of  how  diverse  the 
United  States  really  is.  The  law 
promotes  diversity.  Bulifwcwant 
diversity,  why  not  set  up  a  quota 
system  for  each  race:  Caucasian, 
African-American,  Hispanics, 
Native-Americans,  Asians,  and 


biracials?  Why  isn’t  there  a  quota 
system  for  gender  that  reserves  a 
certain  number  of  scats  for  males 
and  females?  And  while  we  are  at 
it,  why  not  have  a  quota  for  kids 
with  single  parents,  too? 

If  we  are  not  going  to 
have  this  quota  system,  then  let  us 
change  the  twenty-year-old  law.  I 
feel  that  the  schools  would  be  just 
as  diverse  without  it. 

This  country  isn’t  free  of 
prejudice  and  racism  and  probably 
never  will  be.  This  law  that  affects 
all  of  us  is  like  all  laws,  the  result  of 
a  political  power  struggle.  Should 
we  keep  this  law  or  not?  If  we  do, 
how  much  should  the  quotas  be? 
The  students  and  parents  of  Bos¬ 
ton  should  make  the  decision.  The 
important  thing  is  that  all  voices 
in  vol  ved  in  this  debate  can  be  heard. 
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IMPRESSIONS 

BLS  to  a  B-sie 


Time  is  of  the  Essence 


By  Ai-Phoung  Pham,  II 
Staff  Writer 

Coming  back  to  school  each  year 
means  something  different  for  each  of  us. 
As  for  us  juniors,  this  year  will  be  the  most 
challenging  one  in  our  high  school  careers, 
for  there  is  much  more  pressure  on  us.  For 
example,  we  have  to 


have  done  it  if  I  decided  not  to  work  hard 
and  not  to  ask  for  help.  Therefore,  as  you 
may  have  heard  from  several  teachers,  you 
deserve  to  be  here,  so  do  not  waste  this 
chance,  lake  advantage  of  it!  I  am  sure  that 
you  will  not  regret  it. 

To  the  seventh  graders,  I  know 
that  you  also  have  pressure  on  you  as  the 
youngest  people 


take  important  exams  Artwork  by  Staff  Artist  Carlos  Rcnderos  Jr.  in  the  school,  but 


like:  the  PS  AT,  SAT 
I,  SAT  II,  etc.  All  of 
these  pressures  have 
somehow  given  me 
the  same  feeling  as  I 
had  two  years  ago 
when  I  firstjoined  the 
BLS  family.  I  felt 
rather  scared,  out  of 
place,  really  ex¬ 
hausted,  and  ready  to 
give  up  during  the 
first  two  or  three 
weeks.  I  did  not  real¬ 
ize  the  three  words 
hidden  behind  the 

three  letters  that  stand  for  the  school  known 
as  one  of  the  toughest:  BLS  -  Big,  Loving, 
and  Supportive.  Is  the  way  I  felt  similar  to 
the  way  you  do,  sixies  and  B-sies?  I  can  say 
that  I  know  how  you  feel  because  believe  it 
or  not,  I  was  a  B-sie.  Being  a  new  member 
in  a  family  as  large  as  BLS  is  not  easy.  I 
realized  that,  and  so  I  tried  the  best  I  could, 
like  everybody  else  does,  and  you  know 
what?  BLS  is  the  toughest  school.  Walking 
home  every  day  with  a  heavy  bag  on  my 
shoulders  and  a  stack  of  books  in  each  hand 
(sound  familiar?),  I  worked  as  hard  as  I 
could  and  it  really  paid  off.  By  the  end  of 
Freshmen  year,  my  average  for  each  of  my 
classes  was  no  lower  than  a  B.  I  could  not 


remember  that 
you  will  have 
many  more  op¬ 
portunities  later 
asA-sies.  In  that 
case,  you  have  to 
do  your  best  to 
be  able  to  take  ad¬ 
vantage  of  those 
opportunities. 
Moreover,  being 
the  youngest 
people  in  a  fam¬ 
ily  is  not  so  bad 
after  all,  right? 

Now  B-sies, 
do  not  lake  this  the  wrong  way!  I  am  not 
trying  to  make  you  feel  bad  or  scare  you  , 
but  in  order  for  us  B-sies  to  do  well,  we 
have  to  put  some  extra  effort  into  our 
studies.  I  know  that  you  can  do  it,  because 
I  am  still  trying  it  myself,  and  it’s  working. 

One  last  thing,  if  you  need  help, 
do  not  hesitate  to  go  to  your  teachers.  They 
will  be  very  happy  to  see  that  you  are 
willing  to  work  and,  of  course,  they  will  be 
glad  to  give  you  a  helping  hand.  Do  not 
throw  away  any  chance  you  have!  All  I 
can  say  now  is:  “Best  of  luck  to  all  of  you, 
and  remember  that  you  deserve  to  be  here 
at  Boston  Latin  School.  Carpe  Diem  ! 
Have  a  successful  year  '95-'96! " 


(617)  327-7843 


David  Gorin,  president 


David’s  Books,  Inc. 

1876  Centre  St. 

West  Roxbury,  Mass  02132-1092 
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By  Lucy  Shum,  IV 
Staff  Writer 

The  corridor  seemed  to  be  endless. 
I’d  been  walking  and  walking  for  at  least  five 
minutes  (I  think).  As  I  went  on,  the  end  of  the 
corridor  seemed  to  stay  the  same  distance 
from  me.  I  started  to  get  worried  that  I  might 
be  late  for  my  firstclass  on  my  firstday  of  high 
school.  I  wanted  the  teachers  to  have  a  good 
impression  of  me,  not  a  bad  one.  But  at  the 
same  time  I  was  wondering  if  this  school  was 
as  long  as  the  Great 
Wall  of  China,  be¬ 
cause  I’d  been  walk¬ 
ing  for  what  seemed 
likelong  time  and  still 
I  couldn’t  see  the  end 
of  it. 

Finally,  I 
found  my  class.  To  my 
surprise  and  relief,  I  wasn’t  late,  but  was 
nearly  the  last  one  to  enter  the  room.  Just  for 
a  moment  I  forgot  all  my  worries  and  started 
to  concentrate  on  what  the  teacher  was  say¬ 
ing.  It  was  not  loo  long,  though,  before  I 
started  to  worry  again.  I  worried  about  what 
the  teacher  was  saying.  He  was  talking  about 
the  expectation  for  his  class.  Oh,  help!  He  has 


high  expectations,  he  seems  so  hard  and 
strict!  I  thought  about  ways  to  survive  his 
class.  At  last  the  bell  rang.  It  was  time  to  go 
to  the  next  class.  As  you  might  have  guessed, 
I  started  to  worry  about  finding  my  way  to 
the  next  class,  too.  That  happened  every 
time  I  had  to  change  classes. 

Anyway,  my  firstday  in  high  school 
went  fine,  no  arriving  late  toclass,  no  trouble. 
At  the  end  of  the  day,  I  concluded  that  Latin 
School  is  a  really  exciting  school  because 
during  the  whole  day,  I  never  stopped  think¬ 
ing  about  what 
would  go  on  next, 
how  I  would  get 
there,  whom  I 
would  see  there, 
and  no  doubt,  the 
biggest  school 
I’vcever  seen.  Ev¬ 
ery  time  I  walk 
through  the  corridors,  I  feel  funny  because 
the  corridors  are  so  old  that  people  from 
years  past  have  walked  through  them.  This 
school  seems  hard,  but  I  hope  I  will  survive 
at  least  until  I  graduate.  Oh!  I  can’t  wait  until 
I  graduate  from  this  school,  but  I  know  the 
time  will  be  as  long  as  the  school  corridor 
before  me. 


"This  school  seems  hard, 
but  I  hope  I  will  survive  at 
least  until  I  graduate." 


Pain  in  the  Back 


my  seat.  On  Tuesday,  I  staggered  home 
with  four  textbooks  in  my  backpack,  think¬ 
ing  that  these  six  years  might  be  harder  on 
my  back  than  on  my  brain. 

Now  that  it’s 
several  weeks 
into  the  school 
y  e  a  r  ,  I  ’  m 
slightly  more 
accustomed  to 
the  strange  and 
wonderful 
world  of  back 
pain.  I’ve  even 
gotten  used  to 
having  two 
hours  of  home- 

„  ,  _  .  .  work  a  night.  I 

Artwork  by  Contributing  Artist  Sarah  Bairstow  can  actually 

get  a  scat  on  the  charter  bus,  and  I’ve  joined 
the  Argo.  Maybe  these  six  years  won’t  be 
that  bad  after  all. 


By  Leila  Cohan,  VI 
Staff  Writer 

This  is  a  nightmare.  That  was  my 
first  thought  as  my 
friend  Song-Anh 
and  I  entered  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  on  Au¬ 
gust  3 1st.  Slowly, 
we  walked  up  the 
three  flights  of 
stairs  to  the  third 
floor  where  our 
homerooms  were. 

Then,  it  was  time 
to  separate.  Song- 
Anh  went  down 
one  corridor,  and  I 
down  the  next, 
hoping  I  would  know  someone  in  my 
homeroom.  I  didn’t.  That  was  only  the  first 
day.  On  Friday  I  spent  just  enough  time  in 
each  class  to  learn,  and  immediately  forget. 


.  .  8am-5pm,  Weekends 

7am-6pm.  Monday-Friday 

AVAILABLE: 

■  school  supplies 

•  study  materials 

•  sundries. 

Sparr  s  Drug  Store 

(617)  738-9737 

635  Huntinhton  Ave. 

Boston.  Mass,  02115 
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Summer 

at  the  Statehouse 


City  School  is  Cool 


By  Kristin  Allukian,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

Have  you  ever  wondered  what  it 
would  feel  like  to  hold  a  public  office?  As 
a  Mayor,  Governor,  oreven  President?  Well, 
this  summer  I  had  the  exciting  opportunity 
to  put  myself  in  the  middle  of  the  action  at 
the  State  House,  interning  as  Governor 
Weld’s  John  William  Ward  Fellow. 

Now,  your  question  to  me  may  be 
-what  is  a  John  William  Ward  Fellow?  Let 
me  explain.  In  1979,  Bill  Ward,  a  Boston 
Latin  graduate,  began  to  serve  as  Chairman 
of  the  Special  Commission  Concerning  Slate 
and  County  Buildings  in  Massachusetts.  The 
purpose  of  this  commission  was  to  investi¬ 
gate  corruption  in  public  building  contracts. 
In  other  words,  this  committee  studied  the 
means  and  methods  by  which  official  deci¬ 
sions  were  being  arrived  at  and  decided 
upon.  The  Ward  Commission  stated,  al  lei  a 
two  year  study,  that  “corruption  was  a  way 
of  life  in  Massachusetts”  in  public  contract¬ 
ing.  In  1986,  U.S.  District  Judge  Mark  L. 
Wolf  founded  the  Ward  Fellowship  Pro¬ 
gram  to  give  BLS  students  the  opportuuily 
to  learn  about  and  experience  public  pol  icy 
first  hand  in  the  hope  that  these  students 
would  become  more  involved  citizens  and 
possibly  public  servants,  improving  their 
community. 

Thirteen  students  from  BLS  were 
chosen  as  Fellows  through  an  essay  ami  an 
interview  process  to  work  in  various  gov¬ 
ernment  offices.  Each  of  these  Fellows  was 
then  paired  up  with  a  sponsor.  The  1995 
Ward  sponsors  included  Gov.  Weld,  l.L 
Gov.  Cellucci,  State  Treasurer  Malone,  U.S. 
District  Judge  Wolf,  Attorney  General 
Harshbarger,  District  Attorney  Martin,  Sher¬ 
iff  Rufo,  Attorney  Stem,  House  Ways  and 
Means  Chairman  Finneran,  Secretary 


Galvin,  Dorchester  District  Court  Judge 
Hanlon,  U.S.  District  J  udge  Saris  and  Mayor 
Mcnino.  Working  in  the  office  of  any  of 
these  public  officials  gives  the  Fellow  a 
chance  to  meet  with  and  work  for  the  spon¬ 
sor  while  learning  more  about  that  particular 
person  and  what  it  is  that  he/she  is  respon¬ 
sible  for.  The  jobs  and  responsibilities  vary 
and  depend  on  the  assigned  office.  A  Fellow 
may  end  up  taking  messages  for  the  Gover¬ 
nor,  reviewing  bills  for  a  member  of  the 
House  of  representatives,  or  sitting  in  on  a 
court  case. 

This  eight  week  internship  in  the 
Governor’s  Office  introduced  me  to  the 
diffcrcnlaspccts  of  public  life.  Notonly  was 
I  able  to  see  how  important  it  is  that  govern¬ 
ment  be  sensitive  to  the  diverse  needs  of  all 
its  people,  but  I  was  able  to  see  how  this 
situation  is  dealt  with.  I  was  also  fortunate 
enough  to  meet  with  and  listen  to  many 
politicians,  as  well  as  other  public  officials, 
speak  about  their  positions  and  share  their 
life  experiences.  Seeing  an  official’s  name 
in  the  newspaper  and  meeting  that  same 
person  can  change  your  whole  perspective 
toward  that  person  and  even  toward  elected 
officials  in  general.  Working  for  Governor 
Weld  has  allowed  me  to  see  the  various 
complexities  and  facets  of  government  from 
a  different  point  of  view,  from  the  inside 
instead  of  from  the  outside. 

I  enjoyed  my  summer  internship 
very  much  and  was  sad  to  see  it  end.  I 
learned  a  great  deal  about  the  leaders  of  our 
state  and  the  many  intricacies  of  their  posi¬ 
tions.  The  Ward  Fellowship  program  proved 
to  be  an  invaluable  learning  experience  be¬ 
cause  it  stimulated  in  me  a  genuine  interest 
in  public  life  that  may  not  have  surfaced 
otherwise.  I  sincerely  recommend  looking 
into  this  program  for  anyone  who  may  be 
interested  in  public  policy. 


Writers'  Workshop 


By  Meghan  Doran,  IV 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

The  Boston  Writers  Workshop  is 
an  intensive  program  for 
all  students  in  the  Boston 
Public  School  System 
with  an  interest  for  writ¬ 
ing,  no  matter  what  level 
that  student  is  on.  Di¬ 
rected  by  Nancy  O’Mally 
and  Jennifer  Hurwitz,  the 
workshop  runs  twice  ev¬ 
ery  summer  for  two 
weeks  and  meets  Mon¬ 
day  through  Friday  from 
twelve  to  four  p.m.  The  group  is  small,  with 
around  thirty  students,  including  new  writ¬ 
ers  and  paid  apprentices  from  previous  years. 

Each  of  the  two  identical  work¬ 


shops  includes  visits  from  various  writers 
and  a  few  student  workshops,  along  with 
many  group  activities.  Each  new  writer  is 
grouped  with  an  apprentice  and  is  given 
lime  to  write,  eat  in  and 
explore  the  large  U/Mass 
Boston  campus  on  which 
the  program  is  facilitated. 
All  this  work  is  put  to¬ 
gether  in  a  final  book  with 
each  student’s  best  writ¬ 
ing,  and  in  a  play,  both 
written  and  acted  in  by 
the  students, 

The  Writers 
Workshop  is  a  very  fun 
and  creative  program  where  the  students 
leam  from  each  other  more  than  anything 
else. 


Artwork  by  Graphic  Arts  Editor  Alyssa  Tang 
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By  Nancy  Kiu,  III 
Staff  Writer 

Going  to  school  in  the  summer. 
Waking  up  at  six  in  the  morning  so  that  I 
could  get  there  on  time.  Most  people  would 
think  that  this  is  a  bad  dream.  But  it  wasn’t. 
This  was  all  part  of  a  seven  week  summer 
program  in  which  I  took  part.  The  pilot 
program  was  called  City  School,  and  it  was 
an  in- 
tense 
summer 
leader¬ 
ship  pro- 
gram. 

We  at- 
tended 
t  w  o 
seminars 
the  whole 
summer 
and  were 
given  in- 
tern- 
ships. 


Every¬ 
one  had  to  take  aCity  Seminar  and  a  Service 
Seminar.  The  City  Seminars  focused  on 
three  topics:  The  Political  City  (political 
aspects).  The  Physical  City  (the  technology 
and  archaeology),  and  The  People’s  City 
(the  many  different  cultures  that  reside  in 
the  city).  Out  of  these  you  had  to  choose 
one;  likewise  you  had  to  choose  one  out  of 
four  in  the  Service  Seminar.  Your  choices 
were  Violence  Prevention,  AIDS, 
Homelessness,  and  Immigration.  You  were 
given  an  internship  based  on  what  Service 
Seminar  you  chose  to  take.  For  example,  if 
you  were  in  violence  prevention,  your  in¬ 
ternship  might  be  at  the  Boston  City  Hospi¬ 
tal,  Emergency  Room,  or  if  your  seminar 
was  on  AIDS,  your  internship  might  be  at 
Harvard  Community  Health  Plan  Founda¬ 
tion,  and  so  on.  Each  day  you  would  attend 
one  of  your  seminars,  and  unlike  school 
where  teachers  lecture  the  students,  the  ba¬ 
sis  of  each  seminar  was  to  hear  everyone’s 
opinions,  and  the  teachers  acted  as  facilita¬ 
tors  rather  than  teachers.  They  were  closer 
to  our  age  and  able  to  communicate  on  our 
level:  the  youngest  staff  member  was  seven¬ 


teen,  and  the  oldest  was  thirty. 

Students  were  able  to  take  field 
trips  to  help  them  gain  a  deeper  perspective, 
l-or  example,  students  of  the  violence  pre¬ 
vention  class  took  a  trip  to  a  prison  com¬ 
pound,  where  they  heard  the  stories  of  sev¬ 
eral  men  in  there  for  life.  One  to  two  times 
a  week,  the  City  School  served  dinner  and 
hosted  speakers  discussing  different  topics. 
The  main  idea  of  this  program  was  thought 

up  by 
a 

teacher 
a  t 
Milton 
Acad¬ 
emy , 
Todd 
Fry. 
H  e 
wanted 
t  h  e 
pro¬ 
gram 
to  be 
d  i  - 
verse, 
n  o  l 

just  one  school,  so  he  decided  to  have  stu¬ 
dents  from  a  public,  a  private,  and  a  paro¬ 
chial  school.  These  three  schools  turned  out 
to  be  Boston  Latin,  Milton  Academy,  and 
Cathedral  High  School  (respectively),  and 
the  classes  were  held  at  Cathedral,  which  is 
located  in  the  South  End. 

Plans  are  being  made  to  incorpo¬ 
rate  this  program  into  a  one-  semester  class, 
where  students  can  get  credit.  Currently, 
there  is  no  fee  for  the  summer  program,  but 
lot  the  semester  class,  there  will  probably  be 
a  tuition.  Financial  aid  will  be  available.  In 
what  was  one  of  the  hottest  summers  ever, 
forty  students  willingly  devoted  their  time 
to  litis  program,  and  what  they  got  back  was 
a  hundred  times  more  than  what  they  gave. 
They  gained  many  new  friends,  experienced 
many  things  (two  students  witnessed  the 
birth  of  a  new  human  being,  while  yet  an¬ 
other  saved  someone’s  life),  and  all  of  them 
learned  much  more  than  they  had  ever  ex¬ 
pected.  The  impact  of  the  program  was  so 
great  dial  I  know  none  of  the  students  can 
loi  get  what  they  learned  and  experienced 
tins  summer. 


Service  with  a  Smile:  City  School  students  with  director  Toil  l  Frye 
in  a  summer  of  community  service.  — ^ - 


Photo  Courtesy  of  Meghan  Daniels 


College  in  the  Summer 


By  Kate  Fruman,  II 
Layout  Editor 

For  many  years  now,  Simmons 
College  has  been  opening  its  doors  every 
summer  to  high  school  students  who  wish 
to  get  a  head-start  on  college.  Every  student 
who  wants  to  try  the  challenge  of  college  for 
just  a  few  weeks  can  do  so  absolutely  free, 
receiving  transferable  undergraduate  credit. 
There  are  no  restrictions  placed  on  the  choice 
of  courses  and  no  requirements,  so  it  is  easy 
to  either  expand  your  knowledge  in  a  field 
that  interests  you  or  to  try  something  new. 

I  have  taken  this  opportunity  for 
two  summers  now,  and  enjoyed  it  im¬ 
mensely.  Simmons  is  a  small  women’s 
college  (although  men  are  welcome  to  par¬ 
ticipate  in  the  summer  sessions)  and  creates 


a  very  comfortable  learning  environment 
The  classes  are  usually  very  small,  and  the 
professor  has  enough  time  not  only  for  lec¬ 
turing  but  for  open  debate  as  well.  Most 
importantly,  no  student  is  ever  treated  with 
disrespect,  whether  she  be  fifteen  or  forty- 
live  years  old. 

A  calm  and  respectful  environment, 
classes,  attendance  which  is  not  mandatory, 
and  the  complete  absence  of  hall  passes 
makes  this  program  a  very  attractive  alter¬ 
native  to  killing  time  the  entire  summer.  I 
va  i  mid  recommend  it  to  all  those  who  wish  to 
expand  their  horizons  beyond  the  walls  of 
I  alin  School. 

If  you  ha  ve  any  questions,  ask  your 
Muidance  counsellor,  come  see  me  in 
homeroom  104,  or  visit  the  English  office  or 
ilw  Registrar  of  Simmons  College. 
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The  Moore  of  Music  Night 


By  Marianne  Staniunas,  I 
Copy  Editor 

John  Moore  steps  on  stage  to  the 
beat  of  the  drums  accompanying  the  piano 
playing  a  swinging  Gospel  song,  clapping 
his  hands,  his  purple  robe  swooshing  over 
his  black  pants,  among  two  hundred  other 
similarly  dressed,  similarly  stepping  1U.S 
students.  As  the  sound  of  the  Gospel  choir 
resonates  through  the  hot,  crowded  audi  to- 
rium,  John  steps  up  to  the  mike,  preparing 
to  belt  out  his  solo,  and  dazzle  the  audience 
with  his  rich  powerful  voice,  supported  by 
the  harmonies  of  the  purple-robed  sway¬ 
ing  mass  behind  him.  Suddenly,  it  seems. 
Gospel  choir  has  finished  its  three  num¬ 
bers,  and  John  dashes  off  stage  while  rip¬ 
ping  off  his  purple  robe,  grabs  a  sequined 
cummerbund  and  tie,  and  fastens  them  on 
as  quickly  as  possible,  as  he  rushes  (along 
with  many  others)  to  make  the  transition  to 
Show  Choir  for  his  next  performance. 
Boom,  he’s  on  stage  again,  front  row  cen¬ 
ter,  to  “Do  a  Little  Something”  with  his 
fast-stepping  compadres,  shiny  skirts  twirl¬ 
ing,  ties  and  cummerbunds  flashing  around 
him.  A  few  numbers  later,  as  Show  Choir 
prepares  to  say  “Goodnight,  Sweetheart,” 
John  readies  himself  for  his  nextand  (thank¬ 
fully)  final  transition:  to  Senior  Band.  As 
the  last  Show  Choir  notes  melt  into  the 
appreciative  audience,  John  jumps  off 
stage,  simultaneously  ripping  off  his  glit¬ 
tering  tie  (forget  the  cummerbund),  lands 
directly  in  his  band  chair,  grabs  his  trumpet 
and  his  music  from  akindly  waiting  friend, 
and  tries  to  catch  his  breath. 

Not  surprisingly,  John’s  typical 
Music  Night  is  an  analogy  of  his  everyday 
life.  Between  two  choruses,  one  band,  his 
responsibilities  as  co-president  of  the  B I  .S 
Gay-Straight  Alliance,  his  vital  position  as 
Stage  Manager  of  the  Classical  Club,  and 
working  twenty  hours  a  week  writing  re¬ 
sumes  for  Smart  Resumes  on  Newbury 
Street,  it’s  amazing  John  even  has  the 
energy  to  stand  up.  Yet  somehow,  ho  still 
manages  to  find  time  to  enjoy  an  occa¬ 
sional  (okay,  at  least  five-a-day)  car  maga¬ 
zine,  one  of  his  greatest  prides  and  plea¬ 
sures.  As  he  explains  it,  “I  do  my  best  woi  k 
under  pressure. . .  I  like  being  busy  -  once 
I  finish  one  thing,  if  I  don’t  go  right  on  10 
the  next,  I  get  bored.  I  like  a  challenge.” 
And  he  certainly  does  challenge  himself. 
However,  he  seems  to  be  able  to  deal  with 
this  by  finding  some  solace  in  his  music, 
particularly  in  singing.  “It’s  something  you 
can  always  be  doing,”  versus  practicing  on 
other  musical  instruments,  “It’s  a  gixxl 
stress  release.”  (And  John  definitely  needs 
that) 


BLS  Argo,  October  1995 

Kids  Aren't  Kids 


By  Liz  Hauck,  I 
Staff  Writer 

Sex.  Drugs.  Booze.  More  drugs. 
More  booze.  More  sex.  That’s  “Kids.”  But 
is  that  kids?  Sure,  those  are  a  few  of  the 
variables  that  color  our  evermore  compli¬ 
cated,  almost  adult  lives;  but  is  that  the 
stuff  that  we’re  made  of?  According  to 
“Kids”,  that’s  all  we  think  about,  all  we  talk 
about,  all  we  do;  so  basically  we  are  all  just 
sex-starved,  drug-craving,  mindless  pup¬ 
pets  of  society,  concerned  only  with  de¬ 
stroying  our  bodies  for  the  sake  of  naked 
pleasure. 

While  the  kids  portrayed  aren’t 
crafty  by  the  conventional  definition,  they 
did  manage  to  fit  unprotected  sex,  drugs, 
drinking,  HIV  (infecting  and  contracting), 
violence,  family  relations  (lack  thereof), 
and  a  little  bit  of  lesbianism  (experimenta¬ 
tion  with)  in  the  roughly  ten  or  twelve 
hours  which  make  up  their  day.  The  main 
character,  Telly,  is  particularly  fond  of 
deflowering  young  virgins  and  then  boast¬ 
ing  of  his  conquests  to  his  friends,  espe¬ 
cially  his  friend  Casper.  Casper  comes 
across  as  particularly  mindless  and  less 
sex-full  than  his  best  bud.  Telly  -  until  the 


end  of  the  movie  when  he  (how  shall  I  say...) 
gains  carnal  knowledge  of  Jenny,  who  is 


"It  [the  movie]  does  not 
represent  our  generation 
as  a  whole" 


drugged  up  and  HIV  positive,  infected  by 
Telly  -  her  first  and  only  sexual  partner. 
Casper  does  this  while  she  is  unconscious 
and  thus  unaware  of  his  advances. 

The  language  is  crude.  The  sex  is 
graphic.  The  illegal  substances  are  plenti¬ 
ful.  The  mentality  is  careless  and  even 
stupid.  It  is  frighteningly  realistic. 

But  it  is  not  real.  It  does  not  repre¬ 
sent  our  generation  as  a  whole.  Whi  le  it  does 
contain  certain  elements  of  truth,  issues 
which  readily  affect  our  lives,  it  is  an  exag¬ 
gerated  and  magnified  to  the  point  that  it 
only  truly  represents  an  unfortunate  minor¬ 
ity. 

I  went  to  see  -  or  perhaps  more 
accurately,  experience-  “Kids”  with  a  friend 
and  our  fathers,  who  were  as  unintimidated 
by  the  controversy  surrounding  the  film  as 


we  were  tempted  by  it.  Let’s  just  say  it 
wasn’t  your  typical  daddy  -  daughter  outing. 

I  must  admit,  it  was  pretty  awkward  being 
l>ombarded  with  a  life-size  litany  of  issues 
l>ertaining  to  my  so-called  life  in  the  nineties 
as  1  sat  there  next  to  my  father  in  our  much-  ( 

lix>-close-to-the-scrccn-4th  row-  (since  the 
rest  of  the  theater  was  full)  seats,  and  made 
only  out  of  the  corner  of  our  eyes  contact  as 
he  nervously  devoured  a  tub  of  movie  the¬ 
ater  popcorn,  which  was  as  saturated  with 
preservatives  as  the  movie  was  with  sensa¬ 
tionalism.  It  wasn’t  an  entirely  unproduc¬ 
tive  night,  though;  afterwards,  we  actually 
discussed  some  of  the  issues  (we  carefully 
avoided  a  few...)  and  came  to  a  sort  of 
understanding  of  each  other’s  point  of  view. 

We  were  also  in  unspoken  agreement  that 
“Kids”  was  our  first  and  last  evening  of  that 
type,  but  it  would  make  sense  for  other  kids 
and  parents  to  open  the  Pandora’s  box  of 
“Kids”  together. 

The  last  line  of  the  movie,  spoken 
by  a  confused  Casper  (whose  name  prob¬ 
ably  carries  a  sort  of  symbolism  if  you  care 
to  look  that  deep)  is  “What  the  f*@k  hap¬ 
pened?” 

-My  thoughts  exactly. 


Waterworld  Clueless 


By  Curtis  Glavin,  III 
Staff  Writer 

"Waterworld"  is  a  fast-paced,  ex¬ 
citing,  and  wet  ride.  The  movie  takes  place 
in  a  water-logged  future.  The  polar  ice 
caps  have  melted  and  the  surface  of  the 
earth  is  covered  almost  entirely  by  water. 
Humankind  has  been  forced  to  adapt  to  this 
new  environment;  some  people  now  live 
on  rafts  or  ships  pieced  together  from  what¬ 
ever  materials  they  can  gather,  while  oth¬ 
ers  have  adapted 
biologically, 
forming  gills  or 
webbed  feet.  Our  first 
(and  only)  example  of 
one  of  these  mutants 
is  our  hero,  “The 
Mariner”  who  is 
played  by  Kevin 
Costner. 

The  story  be¬ 
gins  when  Costner 
docks  at  a  spectacu¬ 
larly  constructed  floating  city  in  order  to 
trade.  Since  the  surface  of  the  earth  is 
covered  wi  th  water,  the  most  valuable  form 
of  currency  is  pure  dirt  Suspiciously, 
Costner  has  this  in  abundance.  While 
Costner  is  the  city,  the  citizens  discover 
that  he  is  a  mutant.  They  lock  him  up  and 
plan  to  kill  him.  It  is'here  that  director 
Kevin  Reynolds  showcases  one  of  many 
wonderfully  entertaining  ( and  expensive) 
battle  sequences  when  the  city  is  attacked 
by  the  villainous  “Smokers”,  led  by  Den¬ 
nis  Hopper.  During  the  battle  between  the 
citizens  and  the  Smokers,  city  dweller  Helen 
( J can  Tripplchom)  and  her  adopted  daugh¬ 
ter  Enola  (Tina  Majorino)  rescue  Costner 
after  he  promises  to  get  them  out  of  the  city 
alive.  Costner,  Majorino,  and  Tripplehom 
flee  from  the  city  on  The  Mariner’s  cus¬ 
tom-made  trimaram  (a  fascinating  con¬ 
traption),  while  the  Smokers  bombard  the 
city  with  their  heavy  artillery.  This  scene 
is  incredibly  complicated  and  well-cho- 
reographed,  and  it  is  one  of  the  single  most 
amazing  scenes  that  I  have  ever  had  the 
pleasure  of  viewing.  It  turns  out  that  the 
Smokers  were  attacking  the  city  to  try  to 


kidnap  little  Enola  who  has  a  map  tattooed 
on  her  back.  This  map,  supposedly  tells  how 
to  get  to  the  last  dry  land.  However,  no  one 
is  sure  how  to  decode  this  map,  and  some 
doubt  as  to  whether  such  a  place  actually 
exists.  With  the  exception  of  a  few  plot 
twists,  the  rest  of  the  movie  consists  of  the 
Smokers  playing  cat  and  mouse  with  Costner 
and  his  company  of  Helen  and  Enola. 

So  far  the  movie  sounds  pretty 
good,  doesn’t  it?  It  is,  for  the  most  part.  Yet, 
Waterworld  has  some  areas  where  it  notice¬ 
ably  sinks  be¬ 
low  sea  level. 
The  major 
place 
Waterworld 
falters  is  in  the 
area  of  its  plot 
For  instance: 
If  you  were 
being  chased 
by  a  legion  of 
pirates,  and 
you  were  just 
spotted,  would  you  dive  under  water  for  a 
swim  if  it  meant  risking  your  life?  Also,  you 
would  think  that  the  Smokers’  supplies  of 
fuel,  cigarettes,  and  ammunitions  would  be 
running  low,  especially  considering  that 
enough  time  has  passed  for  people  to  actu¬ 
ally  biologically  mutate,  wouldn’t  you?  The 
fact  that  the  “hero”  (Costner)  is  a  real  jerk 
(he  throws  kids  overboard  and  smacks  his 
lady  companion  with  an  oar)  doesn’t  really 
help  the  story  either. 

However,  when  you  consider  all 
the  things  that  went  wrong  during  the  pro¬ 
duction  (the  friction  between  Costner  and 
Reynolds,  the  near  fatal  accidents,  and  most 
importantly  the  fact  that  Waterworld  totally 
blew  its  budget,  becoming  the  most  expen¬ 
sive  movie  ever  made  at  an  estimated  pro¬ 
duction  cost  close  to  $200  million),  it’s  not 
all  that  bad.  And  most  importantly,  it  serves 
its  purpose  wonderfully;  it  is  easily  one  of 
the  most  entertaining  movies  of  the  year.  In 
closing  let  me  say  this:  Waterworld  is 
definitely  a  must-sec  movie,  and  it  is  cer¬ 
tainly  lots  of  fun,  but  don’t  expect  to  sec  the 
most  intriguing  plot  or  dramatic  acting  here. 


By  Rachel  Holland-Burkhardt,  VI 
Staff  Writer 

In  the  new  hit  "Clueless,"  Alicia 
Silverstone  plays  Cher,  the  "average”  rich, 
|X)pular  girl  from  Beverly  Hills.  Cher  meets 
u  girl  named  Thai,  who  she  thinks  needs  a 
major  make-over.  Together  with  her  best 
friend  Dion,  Cher  transforms  Thai  into  a 
popular,  pretty  girl,  who  is  convinced  that 
llie  richest  boy  in  school  likes  her.  After 
selling  upa  social  life  for  Thai,  Cher  starts  to 
have  her  own  social  problems.  She  can’t 
find  a  boyfriend,  and  Thai  is  suddenly  more 
jropular  than  she  is.  In  this  movie  the  acting 
is  good,  but  the  plot  begins  to  get  a  bit  lame 
towards  the  end.  What  happens  becomes  a 
bit  repetitive  but  not  enough  for  one  to 
dislike  it.  I  would  recommend  this  movie  to 
a  lot  of  people  because  it  has  a  continuous 
plot .  Other  than  the  main  theme,  there  are 
side  stories  that  are  going  on  too.  Moreover, 
the  acting  is  good  and  convincing;  however, 
there  arc  probably  very  few  girls  who  can 
relate  to  this  story.  The  only  discouraging 
point  about  Clueless  is  that  it  seems  to  put  a 
label  on  Beverly  Hill  teens  who  only  care 
alx)ul  clothes,  fashion,  and  being  popular. 
( )ther  than  that,  this  is  a  good  movie: 


Steven  Giordano 
Plumbing,  Heating  S^Gas/itting 

17  Leniston  Street 
Roslindale,  Mass.  02131 


Tel.  327-7371 


"Waterworld  is  definitely  a 
must-see  movie,  and  it  is 
certainly  lots  of  fun... Yet 
Waterworld  has  some  areas; 
where  it  noticeably  sinks 
below  sea  level." 
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Harvard  Dance  Program  Review 


By  Gabriela  Richard,  I 
Arts  and  Entertainment 

Last  summer,  I  attended  a  program 
affiliated  with  the  Harvard  Summer  School 
Program  called  Harvard  Summer  Dance.  I 
signed  up  for  the  beginner’s  program  lie- 
cause  there  was  a  strong  focus  on  ballet  and 
modem  (both  of  which  I  had  not  had  much 
training). 

Classes,  however,  were  not  “fi  x  al.” 
The  students  were  given  the  first  week  lo 
decide  where  you  wanted  to  be  placed.  If 
you  felt  that  the  Ballet  I  class  was  too  easy 
for  you,  you  had  the  option  of  transferring 
into  Ballet  II  (a).  Ballet  II  (b),  or  Ballet  III. 
Not  only  could  you  change  your  ballet 
courses,  but  also  your  other  courses.  You 


had  the  choice  to  take  Modem  I,  II,  III,  IV, 
Jazz  I,  II,  Tap  (all  levels).  Choreography 
Workshop,  Improvisation  Workshop,  writ¬ 
ing  and  history  workshops  and  multiple 
Repertory  classes  for  students  who  wanted 
to  perform  pieces.  The  level  classes  (such  as 
Modern,  Ballet,  and  Jazz)  were  technique 
classes  and  didn’t  perform.  The  only  tech¬ 
nique  classes  that  put  on  a  performance  was 
the  Tap  class. 

In  the  beginner’s  program,  you  had 
to  take  Ballet  I  and  Modem  I,  but  you  had  a 
choice  for  your  afternoon  classes.  If  you 
were  not  in  the  beginner’s  program,  you 
could  take  any  class  you  wanted.  Beginners 
were  limited  to  three  classes  (to  ease  the 
stress)  unless  one  requested  to  take  all  four. 

The  average  day  began  at9:00a.m. 


and  ended  at  5:30  p.m..  Some  people  only 
took  two  or  three  courses  which  allowed 
them  to  start  their  day  at  1 1 :00  AM,  end  it  as 
early  as  3:30  PM  or  give  them  a  two  hour 
break  during  the  day.  There  was  an  hour  and 
a  half  lunch  break,  and  a  half  hour  between 
classes.  Unfortunately,  most  of  our  half  hour 
break  consisted  of  walking  to  the  widely 
separated  dance  studios  which  Harvard  bor¬ 
rowed  for  the  program.  Some  of  them  were 
in  churches  while  others  were  located  on  the 
Harvard  or  Radcliffe  campus. 

The  program  was  expensive,  but 
for  me  it  was  well  worth  it.  I  chose  the  six- 
week  option;  people  either  came  during  the 
first  or  last  three  weeks.  During  the  transi¬ 
tion  period,  some  six  week  students  switched 
courses  around  and  some  teachers  replaced 


others.  The  three  week  option  is  less  expen¬ 
sive  than  the  six  week,  but  you  don’t  get  any 
credit  (toward  college).  The  six  week  pro¬ 
gram  was  around  SI, 200  (plus  room  and 
Iniard  if  you’re  out  of  state),  but  full  or 
partial  scholarships  were  available.  Those 
who  were  on  scholarship  had  to  help  out 
around  the  Dance  Office,  run  errands  and 
usher  during  performances.  The  high  school 
students  had  to  attend  meetings  with  the 
stuff  and  set  a  good  example  in  their  classes. 

The  teachers  were  excellent.  Many, 
such  as  Cornelius  Carter,  taught  at  colleges, 
and  all  the  teachers  were  well-known  in 
t heir  fields. 

I  recommend  the  program  highly.  I 
learned  more  dance  in  the  intense  six  weeks 
than  I’ve  ever  had  in  my  life.  Thcexpericnce 
is  refreshing  and  the  intensity  is  rewarding. 


The  Boston  Film  Festival 


By  Jane  Gurfinkel  IV 
Staff  Writer 

Boston  has  never  been  famous  for 
its  ties  to  the  film  industry,  but  since  1‘1K4, 
two  weeks  out  of  every  year  have  been 
dedicated  to  bringing  Tinseltown  and  Bos¬ 
ton  a  little  closer  together;  as  close  as  can  be 
expected,  anyway,  with  a  whole  country 
between  the  two.  Eleven  years  ago,  a  theater 
called  USA  Cinemas,  established  The  Bos¬ 
ton  Film  Festival,  and  in  1995,  USA  Cin¬ 
emas,  now  known  as  Sony  Theaters,  Filin 
Festival  has  become  not  only  one  ol  the 
most  prestigious  film  festivals  in  the  coun¬ 
try,  but  also  one  of  the  most  important  to 
film  studios. 


This  years’  sixty  films  included 
not  only  American  movies,  but  also  many 
international  films,  and  even  movies  that 
made  their  screen  debuts  here  in  Boston. 
During  the  two  weeks  in  which  the  festival 
was  held  many  stars  came  to  Boston  to 
promote  their  movies,  to  sign  occasional 
autographs,  to  promote  their  movies,  to  give 
interviews,  and,  of  course,  to  promote  their 
movies  shamelessly.  The  visiting  celebri¬ 
ties  included:  Andy  Mac  Dowell  (Four  Wed¬ 
dings  and  a  Funeral)  who  stars  in  Unstrung 
Heroes,  Diane  Wicst  (This  year’s  best  sup¬ 
porting  actress)  for  Drunks ,  and  many 
more. 

Of  course,  no  film  festival  could  be 
complete  without  awards  to  commend  ac¬ 


tors  and  directors  on  their  achievements, 
and  The  Boston  Film  Festival  is  no  excep¬ 
tion.  The  Boston  Film  Excellence  Awards, 
presented  by  the  Independent  Film  Channel, 
went  to  two  recipients.  The  winners  were: 
Kenneth  Branagh  (director  and  star  of  Mary 
Shelley’s  Frankenstein )  for  his  direction  of 
The  Bleak  Midwinter,  and  Vanessa 
Redgrave,  an  established  British  and  Ameri¬ 
can  actress  and  Oscar  winner  for  her  acting 
in  A  Month  By  The  Lake.  The  third  award, 
the  Boston  Independent  Filmmaker  Award, 
which  is  given  to  up  and  coming  new  direc¬ 
tors,  was  awarded  this  year  to  Mark 
Rappaport  for  his  directing  efforts  on  From 
the  Journals  of  Jean  Seberg. 

As  in  past  years,  the  festival  was  a 


tremendous  success.  At  the  three  participat¬ 
ing  theaters  many  great  movies  and  short 
films  were  viewed,  and  many  present,  and 
IkHcntiaJ  future  stars  were  involved.  So, 
maybe  Boston  isn’t  really  that  unconnected 
to  Hollywood.  After  all,  the  two  hundred 
col  leges  in  the  area  arc  essential  to  film 
studios  because  they  provide  them  with  a 
gieat  opportunity  to  market,  and  profit  on 
movies  aimed  at  the  Friends  age  demo¬ 
graphic.  Who  knows,  maybe  someday  Bos¬ 
ton  will  be  famous  for  its  film  industry... 
Well,  probably  not,  but  the  Boston  Film 
Festival  is  progress,  and  even  though  itcan’t 
bring  Los  Angeles  and  Boston  closer  geo- 
giuphically,  it  certainly  helps  spiritually. 


By  Sara  Bairstow,  II,  and  Dorothy  Howard,  II 
Contributing  Writers 


RISD 


This  is  a  collage  based  on  our  summer  experience  at  Rhode  Island  School  of  Design.  It’s  mostly  composed  of  photos  of  our  friends,  but  we  also  included  some  of  the  artwork 
we  made  at  RISD.  We  went  to  RISD’s  six-week  Pre-College  summer  program,  where  we  took  classes  in  drawing,  design,  art  history,  and  majored  in  graphic  design.  At  the  program 
we  stayed  in  the  college  dorms  and  ate  at  the  college  cafeteria.  The  program  is  for  art  students  who  want  to  try  out  for  RISD  and  participate  in  an  intense  art  program. 

RISD,  in  the  city  of  Providence,  is  not  only  close  to  Boston,  but  also  has  lots  of  fun  things  to  do  and  fun  people  to  meet.  We  had  a  great  lime  and  recommend  it  to  anyone  who’s 
serious  about  art  and  likes  to  have  fun.  ' 


MArctf 


eat  a  green  snake? 


CWtoc  Vi 


Photgraphy  by  Parent  Volunteer  Wcndi  Sakakecny 
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Our  Town 


By  Jennifer  Pastore,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

Last  June,  Centre  Stage  Produc¬ 
tions  put  on  a  performance  of  Thorton 
Wilder’s  Our  Town.  The  play  was  directed 
by  Katrina  Grigg-Saito  (II)  and  Ursula  Liff 
(II)  and  produced  by 
Natalia  Crosby  (II). 

It  was  performed  at 
the  Cushing  Audi¬ 
torium  in  Boston 
College.  The  ex¬ 
tremely  talented 
cast  included  Max 
Shulman  (III), 

Allyson  Crawford 
(II),  Beth  Green¬ 
wood  (II),  Sam  Gra- 
ham-Felson  (III), 

David  Enos  (II), 

Chris  Bletzer  (I), 

Emily  Grigg-Saito 
(V),  Joe  Finelli  (III),  Ari  McKenna  (III), 
Ingrid  Liff  (IV),  Marianne  Herman  (V), 
Teeda  Keo  (V),  Kay  Perdue  (III),  and 
Michael  Pastore  (IV). 

The  cast  could  rehearse  and  |>er- 
form  at  Boston  College,  and  had  all  the 
accommodations  a  play  needs  because  of 


Y oshio  Grigg-Saito  and  Dorcas  Grigg-Saito, 
who  were  great  help  during  the  entire  pro¬ 
duction.  The  set  was  designed  by  Mary 
Graham.  It  was  an  awful  lot  of  work,  but  as 
my  brother  adds,  it  was  a  lot  of  fun. 

If  you  have  ever  seen  or  read 
Thorton  Wilder’s  play,  you  would  know 
that  the  play  is  put 
on  entirely  without 
the  use  of  props. 
This  is  a  very  dif¬ 
ficult  thing  to  do, 
but  I  must  say  as  a 
spectator,  the  cast 
pulled  it  off  ex¬ 
tremely  well.  I  ac¬ 
tually  believed  that 
people  were  eating 
or  carrying  some¬ 
thing  from  one 
place  to  another. 
The  cast  itself  was 
exceptional. 
Allyson  Crawford  played  a  very  convincing 
Emily,  while  Max  Shulman  played  the  wise¬ 
cracking,  sometimes  improvising  narrator.  I 
congralu  late  the  directors,  producer,  the  cast, 
and  everyone  involved  for  pulling  off  a 
difficult,  yet  well-done  and  entertaining  per¬ 
formance. 


Vox,  Vocis:  The  Vox  luvenum  per¬ 
formance  group  will  perform  at  their 
first  show  of  the  year  on  Friday  in 
the  auditorium. 


Vox 

luvenum 

By  Kria  Sakakeeny,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

Vox-  a  collaboration  of  student 
written,  student  performed,  theatrically 
staged  pieces-  is  back  with  its  original  com¬ 
pany  and  show.  If  you  missed  us  at  last 
year’s  pot  luck  supper,  be  sure  to  catch  our 
final  public  showing  on  November  3rd.  No 
fee.  We  will  have  a  performance  for  the 
eighth  grade  Connections  program  mid- 
November.  For  those  who’d  like  a  breath  of 
artistic  expression  amidst  the  intense  aca¬ 
demic  day,  there  might  be  an  opportunity  for 
you  to  attend  as  well.  If  not,  you’ll  have  to 
wait  till  the  March  29lh  pot  luck  for  a  whole 
new  set  of  pieces,  or  opt  for  another  March 
Connections  showing.  Come  join  us.  Your 
presence  means  a  lot.  We  are  seeking  new 
writing  pieces.  If  you  re  interested,  see  Kria 
Sakakeeny  in  116.  Also  check  in  about  the 
Connections  showing. 


Artwork  by  Staff  Artist  Ingrid  Liff,  IV 


The  Scene  on  Centre 

Stage 


By  Ursula  Liff,  II 

Arts  and  Entertainment  Editor 

Some  of  you  may  have  seen  an 
“Our  Town”  poster  around  the  school,  but 
most  of  you  have  never  even  heard  about 
Centre  Stage.  It 
is  time  that  you 
learned!  Centre 
Stage  is  a  club 
that  was 
founded  last 
year  by  Katrina 
Grigg-Saito, 

Natalia  Crosby, 
and  Ursula  Liff. 

We  wanted  a 
Drama  Club 
where  people 
could  come  to¬ 
gether  and  feel 
the  excitement 
of  doing  a  play, 
something  we  felt  had  been  lacking  since  we 
came  to  the  school  four  years  ago.  It  is  a 
great  self-discipline  to  be  in  a  production, 
because  you  have  to  work  together  with 
people  that  you  might  not  get  along  with  and 
makeitreal  for  the  audience.  A  Drama  Club 
is  a  vital  necessity  for  a  high  school.  When 
we  started  thinking  about  forming  Centre 
Stage,  we  were  not  sure  whether  there  were 
a  lot  of  people  interested  in  doing  theatre. 
However,  at  our  First  meeting,  we  were 
surprised  to  see  more  than  eighty  people 
come  out  to  support  us.  This  was  enough 
inspiration!  Centre  Stage  would  soon  be  a 


Boston  Latin  School  Club. 

We  selected  “Our  Town”  long  be¬ 
fore  it  was  seen  on  the  ever  so  famous  show, 
“My  So-Called  Life.”  It  was  a  great  begin¬ 
ner  play  because  Katrina  and  I  did  not  have 
a  lot  of  experience  directing.  As  any  of  our 

sixteen  cast 
members  and 
huge  stage  crew 
can  tell  you, 
“Our  Town” 
was  not  easy 
and  at  times  was 
not  fun,  al¬ 
though  most  of 
them  will  admit 
that  it  was  worth 
it  in  the  long  run. 
After  intense 
practice  for  two 
months  which 
included  Satur¬ 
day  mornings. 
Centre  Stage  performed  on  J une  3rd  and  4th 
at  the  Cushing  Auditorium,  at  Boston  Col¬ 
lege.  It  was  not  perfect  but  it  was  a  success. 
We  had  put  on  a  Boston  Latin  School  pro¬ 
duction. 

This  year  Centre  Stage  will  hope¬ 
fully  perform  two  times  in  the  fall  and  the 
spring  and  enter  in  the  Globe  Theatre  Festi¬ 
val.  We  hope  to  see  many  new  faces  and 
now  that  you  know  about  it  you  have  no 
excuse.  This  is  your  Drama  Club  and  if  you 
are  interested  in  theatre,  it  is  where  you 
should  be! 


Brass  Wanted 


By  Barbara  Regan,  IV 
Staff  Writer 

At  one  point  in  your  life  you  must 
have  heard  the  shrill  sound  of  a  flute  pierce 
the  air,  felt  the  mellowness  of  a  clarinet 
touch  your  heart,  or  the  blowing  of  a  trum¬ 
pet  excite  you. 

You  probably 
heard  a  blending 
of  these  instru¬ 
ments  in  a  band, 
whether  it  was  in 
an  orchestra,  in 
town,  or  the  se¬ 
nior  band  at  BLS. 

But  at  our  school 
we  have  a  prob¬ 
lem:  we  lack 
lower  brass  in¬ 
struments. 

"The 
brass  provide  en¬ 
ergy  that  the 
woodwinds  lack,”  says  Mr.  Harper,  the  be¬ 
ginners’  instructor  and  conductor  of  the 
Class  V  Band.  “If  you’re  doing  a  march  or 
a  contemporary  Rock  piece  you  need  the 
brass  to  add  color.” 

Mr.  Jackson,  head  of  the  music 
department  and  conductor  for  the  Junior 
and  Senior  Bands,  feels  the  need  for  more 
tubas  or  trombones,  maybe  even  a  French 
hom.  “I  would  like  to  start  a  brass  choir  at 
BLS,  ”  he  said.  “It  is  a  four  part  brass 
harmony  that  has  an  enchanting  sound.” 

“I  took  my  instrument  because  of 
the  sound,”  said  one  Junior  Band  member. 
“That  was  the  reason  almost  everyone  took 
their  instrument.  I  took  the  trumpet  because 
I  wanted  to  be  different  and  it  seemed  easy,” 


said  Tanzonia  Woodbcrry  (IV)  of  the  J unior 
Bund. 

In  our  school  bands  there  are  hardly 
uny  tuba  or  trombone  players,  and  only  one 
senior  takes  the  French  hom. 

The  brass  instruments  are  the  ones 
lliat  give  the  band  some  power.  Everyone 
loves  the  energetic 
feeling  they  give. 
Although  there's  a 
good  number  of 
trumpet  and  other 
horn  players,  the 
lower  brass  section 
is  lacking  severely. 
Without  it  the  band 
seems  inharmoni¬ 
ous,  but  still  gives  a 
good  sound.  If  any¬ 
one  is  interested  in 
taking  up  a  brass  in¬ 
strument,  I  would 
urge  you  to  take  the 
French  hom  or  tuba. 
With  such  an  instru¬ 
ment  you  would  be  wanted  in  any  band. 

The  cost  of  renting  an  instrument 
Irom  the  school  with  lessons  is  only  twenty- 
five  dollars.  Out  of  school  the  price  range  is 
ulxtula  hundred  dollars  for  renting  an  instru¬ 
ment,  and  about  thirty  dollars  per  week  for 
lessons.  Renting  an  instrument  from  the 
school  is  a  great  deal  and  every  one  should 
do  it. 

When  you  choose  which  instru¬ 
ment  to  play,  choose  wisely,  and  remember 
the  energetic  sound  of  the  brass! 

(If  you  arc  interested  in  taking  an 
instrument,  see  Mr.  Harper  in  015  or  Mr. 
J.ickson  in  his  office.) 


Artwork  by  Staff  Artist  Jonathan  Tran 
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Under  the  Lights:  Show  Choir  is  in  full  swin$  with  their 
Thursday  afternoon  practices. 

Something  To 
Show  About 


Solos  Gone 
But  Not 
Far  Away 

By  Winnie  Moy,  I 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

Last  school  year  was  again  utterly 
successful  for  the  Concert  Choir.  It  was 
complete  with  numerous  performances  for 
our  school,  as  well  as  for  the  Boston  commu¬ 
nity.  Members  of  the  Concert  Choir  are  all 
looking  forward  to  yet  another  satisfying 
year  of  singing.  Under  the  leadership  of  Miss 
Ivy  Wong-Ho,  we  are  ready  to  tackle  new 
pieces  of  opera  and  classical  music.  How¬ 
ever,  it  will  be  a  challenge  to  top  last  year’s 
performances.  We  lost  several  key  singers, 


By  Mario  Choi,  I 
Staff  Writer 

With  the  new  school  year  well  under  way,  we  wonder,  “What’s  Show  Choir  up  to 

now?  “ 

Well,  they  arc  up  to  something.... 

The  graduating  class  of  1995  look  with  them  some  of  the  best  members  of  the 
Choir.  Over  20  grads,  whom  we  will  all  miss,  were  lost  locollcge  and  other  bigger  and  better 
things.  Though  no  one  could  ever  replace  them,  25  students  were  selected  to  fill  their 
positions,  including  a  large  number  of  males. 

“We  needed  guys,”  Mrs.  Fernandes  and  other  members  of  the  Choir  said,  which 
is  not  to  say  that  no  girls  were  selected. 

Rehearsals  began  early,  even  before  school  started,  to  get  ready  for  future  performances, 
the  hallmark  of  the  Choir;  already,  a  performance  is  scheduled  for  late  October.  The  Show 
Choir  rehearses  every  Thursday  afternoon,  going  over  both  the  music  and  the  choreography 
to  such  favorites  as  “Do  a  Little  Something”  and  “Good  Night  Sweetheart,”  new  selections 
such  as  “Duke  of  Earl,"  “Stand  by  Me,"  "America, “  and  even  "Tc  Scholam”  (the  school 
song.)  Get  ready  for  the  return  of  the  Show  Choir.  Whatever  the  song,  whatever  the  year. 
Show  Choir  is  a  guaranteed  winner! 


. .  we  are  ready  to  tackle 
new  pieces  of  opera  and 
classical  music.  However,  it 
will  be  a  challenge  to  top 
last  year's  performance." 


including  our  main  soloist,  Trinja  Owens, 
when  they  graduated  last  June.  Luckily, 
Trinja,  who  is  a  freshman  at  Northeastern 
University  is  studying  music  at  the  New 
England  Conservatory,  prom  ises  that  her  day  s 
of  solo  performances  here  at  Boston  Latin  are 
not  over.  Expect  to  see  her  shortly  with 
another  soloist,  Kris  Bryan,  a  member  of  the 
classof ’94  and  sophomore  alBoston  Univer¬ 
sity.  Look  forward  to  hearing  the  mesmeriz¬ 
ing  voice  of  Trinja,  the  aggressive  Pavoralli 
like  voice  of  Kris,  and  the  always  harmonic 
voices  of  the  Concert  Choir. 


Girl 


Creative  ‘Travel 

765  Centre  Street, 

(at  the  monument), 

Jamaica  Plain 

Jamaica  Plain’s  oldest 
established  travel  agency 
524-7700 

Dependable  Quality 
and  service  for  60  years 

•CRUISES 

•  AMTRACK 
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FOR  INDEPENDANT 
AND  GROUP 
ARRANGEMENTS 


By  Gabriela  Richard,  I 
Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 

After  seeing  two  excerpts  in  Sassy 
last  year,  1  became  inspired  to  read  Girl. 
The  short  sections  were  interesting  enough 
by  themselves,  but  they  seemed  to  be  lead¬ 
ing  into  something  more. 

Blake  Nelson  tries  to  capture  the 
essence  of  the  “bold,  sexy,  shy,  often 
confused,  butalways  resilient”  teenage  girl, 
Andrea.  She  is  trying  to  understand  the 
world  around  her  and  how  it  relates  to  her 


changing  body  and  desires.  This  book  is  set 
in  Portland,  Oregon  where  the  suburban  life 
and  the  alternative,  “underground  rock 
scene”  mixed  for  the  heroine. 

Nelson’s  simple  writing  technique 
reads  like  that  of  a  diary  and  allows  the 
reader  to  look  more  closely  into  Andrea’s 
head.  Wecansceatoncethatsheisn’tquite 
certain  of  what  she  should  do  and  doesn’t 
pretend  that  she  is.  Like  most  teenagers, 
she’s  not  sure  where  she  should  try  to  fit  in. 
She  loses  some  friends,  gains  more,  and  tries 
to  decide  between  conformity  and  rebellion. 


Andrea  goes  through  the  motions  and  tries  to 
figure  out  how  things  are  relevant  to  her  own 
life. 

Her  journey  into  the  underground 
rock  scene  begins  with  Cybil,  the  girl  who 
mysteriously  shaves  her  head  one  day  and 
mentions  the  name  of  a  man  who  will  influ¬ 
ence  most  of  her  own  teenage  life  (Todd 
Sparrow).  Andrea  is  allured  by  the  excite¬ 
ment  of  a  new  scene  and  her  friend’s  (Cybil) 
involvement  in  it  She  is  at  once  swept  away 
by  the  newness  of  it  all  and  tries  to  change 
herself  to  fit  the  mold.  We  see  her  confusion; 


she’s  not  exactly  sure  of  her  place  in  life,  or 
love  and  its  relevance  to  sex. 

I  had  a  few  problems  with  the  novel, 
but  on  the  whole,  I  fell  it  was  good.  1  didn’t 
feel  that  it  totally  touched  base  with  Andrea’s 
relationship  with  her  parents  (but  then,  of 
course,  during  your  teenage  years  they’re  not 
so  much  important  as  an  annoyance),  and  it 
seemed  too  numb  in  how  it  treated  her  losing 
her  virginity.  Other  than  that,  I  felt  that  the 
novel  was  both  funny  and  haunting,  and  al¬ 
ways  entertaining. 


"Nelson's  simple  writing  technique  reads  like  that  of  a 
diary  and  allows  the  reader  to  look  more  closely  into 

Andrea's  head." 


Arts 


Spotlight 


By  Ursula  Liff,  II 

Arts  and  Enlcrnainmcnt  Editor 


I  met  Liz  last  year  when  I  first 
joined  Vox  Iuvcnum.  We  got  to  know 
each  other  this  summer  when  we  worked 
logclhcr  at  the  Writing  Workshop  situ¬ 
ated  on  the  UMASS,  Boston  campus. 
One  of  the  things  that  particularly  struck 
me  was  the  way  Liz  liked  to  help  people. 
When  a  blind  man  was  searching  unsuc¬ 
cessfully  for  the  stairs  leading  to  the  Red 
Line,  Liz  took  his  hand  and  showed  him 
the  way.  It  was  one  of  the  most  incred¬ 
ible  things  I  had  seen  in  a  while. 

As  a  senior  at  Boston  Latin 
School,  Liz  has  accomplished  many 
things.  During  her  elementary  school 
years,  Liz  participated  in  many  produc¬ 
tions  at  the  Neighborhood  Children’s 
Theatre  including  "The  Music  Man," 
"Fiddler  on  t  he  Roof,”  "Cinderella,"  and 
"My  Fair  Lady."  In  the  summer  of  1990, 
Liz  participated  in  Peace  Child,  an  ex¬ 
change  program,  which  brought  Rus¬ 
sian  actors  and  dancers  together  with 
other  actors  and  dancers  from  Boston. 
Liz  became  interested  in  visual  arts  in 
the  eighth  grade  when  she  did  the  Con¬ 
nections  program.  She  began  taking  art 
lessons  at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  and 
will  graduate  from  the  program  this  year. 
An  active  member  of  her  church,  Liz 
serves  on  the  Parish  Council,  teaches 
CCD  classes.  If  she  has  any  spare  time, 
she  would  like  to  volunteer  at  The  Sol¬ 
diers’  Home  in  Chelsea. 

Liz’s  curly  hair  is  well  known 
at  Boston  Latin  as  well.  She  has  been  on 
(he  Student  Council  almost  every  year 
since  her  arrival  in  the  seventh  grade, 
and  is  also  a  member  of  Gospel  Choir. 
An  active  writer  Liz  has  published  many 
things  in  The  Register  and  currently 
serves  as  the  Associate  Editor.  She 
hopes  to  write  for  the  Argo  this  year. 
I^asl  year  Liz  appeared  as  a  Nun  in  t  he 
classical  Club’s  performance  of  "House 
of  Blue  Leaves"  and  also  with  Vox 
Iuvcnum,  a  performance  group  which 
allows  students  to  perform  their  own 
writing.  She  competed  in  Public  Decla¬ 
mation  twice  during  her  junior  year  and 
hopes  to  do  so  again  during  senior  year. 

Her  face  has  also  been  seen  in 
the  science  world,  where  she  has  com¬ 
peted  in  both  the  school  and  state  level 
science  fairs  in  addition  to  the  New 
England  Junior  Science  Symposium. 

When  asked  about  college,  Liz 
replies,  “I  want  to  go.”  She  is  most 
interested  in  Bioethics,  but  is  unsure  of 
whether  she  might  approach  psychol¬ 
ogy  or  law.  I  don’t  know  where  Liz  is 
going  to  go  to  college,  but  I  do  know  that 
she  is  on  her  way  to  somewhere. _ 
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Sports 


Spotlight 


Massive,  Mean  and  on  the  Move 

By  Marinella  Bogaziotis,  I 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

Although  he  appears  laid-back 
and  relaxed,  Nigel  Smith  leads  a  full 
schedule.  Nigel  enjoys  playing  sports 
such  as  Varsity  Football  and  Varsity 
Wrestling. 

Nigel  has  been  involved  in 
sports  at  BLS  since  the  seventh  grade.  He 
has  been  playing  football  for  five  years 
and  wrestling  for  six  years.  This  year  he 
is  serving  as  co-captain  of  Varsity  Wres¬ 
tling  alongside  Hayden  Salazar  and  Tim 
Mullen. 

He  says  his  favorite  of  the  two 
sports  is  definitely  wrestling  because  “it’s 
more  of  an  individual  sport,  you  don’t 
need  to  count  on  anyone,  it’s  jut  you  and 
your  opponent.”  Some  of  his  past  out¬ 
standing  accomplishments  in  wrestling 
were  in  1993,  which  include  being  se¬ 
lected  Most  Valuable  Player,  participat¬ 
ing  in  the  Stale  Championship  Tourna¬ 
ment,  placing  first  in  the  Greco-Roman 
state  Wrestling  Tournament,  third  in  Sec¬ 
tional  Championships,  and  second  in  the 
Westford  Academy  Tournament.  Nigel 
also  won  numerous  freestyle  medals  in 
1992-1993. 

Nigel  is  a  big  fan  of  teamwork 
and  that’s  one  of  the  reasons  he  enjoys 
playing  football.  His  favorite  aspect  is 
the  unity  of  the  team,  the  way  they  all  get 
along,  race  never  being  as  issue.  One  of 
his  most  memorable  moments  was  a  game 
at  Weston  when  he  was  on  the  Freshman 
Football  Team.  He  says,  “Coach  Stevens 
put  me  in  for  the  first  time,  and  as  soon  as 
I  got  in,  the  play  was  right  to  me.  I  either 
had  to  stop  the  ball  or  they  would  score  a 
touch  down.  I  stopped  them  from  scor¬ 
ing,  single-handedly.  I  felt  if  I  failed,  I 
would  have  let  down  my  team.” 

What  keeps  Nigel  dedicated  to 
sports  is  that  they  provide  an  even  bal¬ 
ance  for  him  to  get  a  workout,  but  he 
enjoys  the  teamwork  and  the  sense  of 
community  that  the  teams  show.  “Friend¬ 
ships  throughout  the  years  grow  and  make 
you  want  to  maintain  them,”  he  com¬ 
mented. 

Some  of  the  other  activities 
Nigel  is  involved  in  includes  being  Presi¬ 
dent  of  the  Wrestlers’  Supporters  Club,  a 
member  in  the  Fashion/Talent  Club,  and 
a  member  of  the  African  Kullural  Soci¬ 
ety.  He  says  the  main  reason  he  started 
the  Wrestlers’  Supporters  Club  was  due 
to  injuries,  he  felt  obligated  to  do  some¬ 
thing  to  support  his  team. 

In  the  future  Nigel  hopes  to  pur¬ 
sue  a  career  in  physical  therapy  or  den¬ 
tistry.  Some  of  the  colleges  he’s  looking 
into  are  BridgeWater  S  tale  college.  North¬ 
eastern,  and  Boston  University.  Amidst 
all  his  success,  Nigel  is  definitely  an 
athlete  role  model  for  athletes  of  all  ages 
to  emulate,  not  only  for  his  success  in 
sports,  but  also  as  an  individual. 


Cruisin’  Cross  Country 


On  the  Field:  Girls'  Cross  Country  Team  works  hard  daily  at  Franklin  Park. 


By  Colleen  Madden,  I 
Staff  Writer 

“Wow!  You  run  all  the  way  across 
the  country?"  “Oh,  so  you  ski,  right?”  These 
are  the  two  most  common  responses  I  get 
when  I  tell  people  I’m  on  the  cross-country 
team.  No,  we  neither  ski  nor  trot  across  the 
US  like  Forrest  Gump.  Cross-country  is 
actually  a  grueling  sport  which  requires 
high  levels  of  endurance  and  determination. 
It’s  a  combination  of  2.5-3. 1  mile  races,  lots 
of  uphill,  a  bit  of  downhill,  dirt,  trees,  grass, 
roots,  concrete,  and  a  touch  of  madness 
(very  few  of  us  maintain  sanity  for  the  entire 
3  mile  race).  It  is  a  sport  which  depends  on 
the  entire  team,  because  even  the  top  runners 
can  ’  t  race  well  at  every  meet.  Cross-country 
is  different  than  track  because  there  is  a 
sense  of  raw  competition,  especially  when 
you  and  your  opponents  are  alone  in  the 
wilderness,  sans  spectators,  all  trying  to 
reach  the  finish  line  the  fastest. 


The  actual  cross-country  season 
begins  long  before  the  beginning  of  school 
for  serious  runners.  To  reduce  the  high  risk 
of  injury  it  is  imperative  to  run  during  the 
summer  to  prepare  the  body  for  the  rigorous 
training  it  will  endure.  At  the  end  of  August, 
four  of  my  teammates  and  I  went  to  running 
camp  in  New  Hampshire  where  we  trained, 
met  fellow  runners,  got  advice  from  different 
coaches,  and  most  importantly,  bonded  with 
each  other.  Team  unity  is  essential  to  suc¬ 
cess.  At  this  point  in  the  season  the  girls  are 
running  35-40  miles  per  week,  the  boys 
around  50. 

Led  by  Coach  Mike  Meagher  and 
senior  captains  Colleen  Madden  (me)  and 
Giancarlo  Nardi  (I),  the  relatively  small 
teams  are  putting  forth  great  efforts.  The 
girls’  team  includes  veterans  Rebecca  Webb 
(I),  Addy  Parker  (II),  and  Martha  Deery  (II), 
and  newcomers  Erin  Hannon  (III),  Shannon 
Finneran  (III),  Mimi  Stith  (IV),  andGabriella 
Poles  (IV).  Veterans  Sean  Moore  (I)  and 


James  Lane  (II),  and  newcomers  Frank  Stone 
(IV)  and  Logan  Miller  (V)  make  up  the 
boys’  team,  which  is  small  but  building. 
Although  our  first  meet  vs.  Acton-Boxboro 
and  Concord  Carlisle  was  a  loss,  we  had 
some  notable  individual  successes. 
Giancarlo  Nardi,  coming  back  aftera  year  of 
frustrating  injuries,  impressively  placed  3rd, 
while  Addy  Parker  began  the  season  on  a 
hopeful  note,  taking  3rd  place,  and  Mimi 
Stith  finished  close  behind  in  5th  place  at  her 
first-ever  cross-country  meet. 

It  is  still  early  in  the  season  and  the 
team  still  has  many  more  meets  to  run,  many 
more  miles  to  pound,  many  more  muscles  to 
build,  and  many  more  hills  to  conquer.  The 
girls’  team’s  focus  is  on  the  Dual  County 
Championships  which  take  place  at  Lincoln 
Sudbury  in  late  October  where  they  hope 
and  have  the  potential  to  be  victorious.  The 
boys’  team  is  gearing  more  toward  personal 
goals. 


Boys  Soccer 

By  Kristen  McDonnell,  IV 
and  Laura  Craven,  III 
Staff  Writers 

On  September  15,  the  Latin  soccer  team  started  out  to  play  their  league 
opener  at  Acton-Boxboro.  Unfortunately,  the  Wolfpack  lost  3  to  1,  but 
played  an  impressive  game  overall.  The  lonely  goal  was  scored  by  forward, 
Mark  Ford  (II).  Captain,  Alex  McCormick  (I),  had  the  assist  on  this  goal. 
The  whole  team  contributed  to  this  prominent  game,  but  junior,  Eric  Braun 
(II),  had  a 

vincing  — 

“he  "with.. .Wolfpack  had  its  first 
the  hard  win  against  Lincon-Sudbury 

wolfpack  in  eieven  years." 

Team  is  J 

Sewall. 
one  of  the 

teams  1  have  ever  coached,”  says  Sewall.  “I  expect  to  win  at  least  six  games 
this  season.”  Talking  about  the  September  15  game,  he  added  that  despite 
losing  3  to  1,  his  team  played  a  very  good  all-around  game. 

“We  have  a  great  program.  There  are  many  young  players  that  will 
mature  in  the  up  and  coming  years,”  says  McCormick,  a  center  midfielder, 
who  has  been  on  varsity  for  four  years,  and  is  rather  enthusiastic  about  the 
team  this  season. 

Coach  Sewall  and  the  players  encourage  everyone  to  come  out  and 
support  the  team.  On  Friday,  September  29,  the  team  had  its  first  victory  of 
the  season  over  Lincoln-Sudbury .  With  a  score  of  2- 1 ,  the  Wolfpack  had  its 
first  win  against  Lincoln-Sudbury  in  eleven  years.  We  hope  to  see  everyone 
at  the  season  finale,  on  October  27,  at  Cleveland  Circle.  Gooooooooo 
Wolfpack!!! 


very  con- 
per  f  o  r - 

coach  of 
working 
Soccer 
Rick 
“This  is 
strongest 
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Football 


By  Lisa  Borelli,  IV 
Staff  Writer 

Once  again  it’s  football  season, 
and  the  J  V  and  Varsity  teams  here  at  Latin 
School  are  ready  and  willing  to  go.  Both 
teams  feel  that  they  are  strong  in  the  oflen- 
sive  and  defensive  lines  as  well  as  the 
backfield.  They  are  looking  forward  n  a 
great  season.  The  coaches  of  the  The  *  ir- 
sity  team  coaches  are  Head  Coach  vir. 
Costello  and  Assistant  Coaches  John 
McDonough  and  Mike  McDevitt.  The  Jun¬ 
ior  Varsity  coach  is  Darryl  Ramsey.  I<  ill 
teams  practice  right  after  school  in  the  ie 
yard. 

The  captains  of  the  Varsity  s  |u  id 
are  Aras  Knasas  and  Kevin  Fidalgo.  Both 
captains  are  very  experienced,  and  K.  >in 
says  that  he  “becomes  more  of  a  leader  t . .y 
day.”  The  men  of  the  Boston  Latin  School 
Varsity  Football  team  for  the  1995  sea.-  on 
are,  (Seniors),  Aras  Knasas:  receiver,  Ki  \  in 
Fidalgo:  running  back,  Steve  McCabe:  su.i  i- 
ing  quarterback;  halfbacks:  Jean  I  nil 
Limontas,  Adrian  Lima,  Kabcde  TuIItoh, 
Long  Tran,  Tim  Mullen;  Fullbacks:  Matt 
Dinisco,  Dwayne  Evans,  Nigel  Smith.  Kin 
Fu  Yip;  Centers,  Ryan  Mason,  Matt  Pi  ck, 
Charlie  Langley;  guards:  Matt  Fccny, 


Hayden  Salazar,  Toure  Raynor;  Tackles, 
Chris  Hurld,  Jonathan  Toland,  Garreth 
Miller.  Sean  Newman;  ends:  “the  great” 
Andre  Noble,  (as  he  is  called  by  one  of  his 
teammates),  Chris  Farrell,  John  Sheppeck, 
Liam  Kelly,  and  Charlie  Kelly.  (Juniors) 
Carl  Ratcau,  defensive  back/quarterback; 
halfbacks:  John  Dumbaugh  and  Hallam 
Holmes;  guards:  Gyasi  McClarcnceand  Matt 
Frcclcy;  Tackles:  Claudel  Baptise  and  Mike 
Carroll;  Ends:  Jeff  Firnestein  and  Mike 
McCabe  (Sophomore);  and  Center:  Steve 
Burke  (Freshman). 

The  Varsity  team  is  very  optimis¬ 
tic  for  the  season.  They  say  that  quarterback 
Steve  McCabe  is  looking  good,  as  are  the 
offensive  and  defensive  lines.  So  far  the 
only  weakness  they  have  encountered  is  the 
lack  of  experience  at  linebacker.  Captains 
Aras  and  Kevin  feel  that  the  team  is  ready 
for  the  season ,  and  say  that  they  have  a  good 
chance  of  competing  for  the  championship. 
So  far  the  Varsity  team  has  played  three 
scrimmages,  against  Whitman  Hanson, 
Norwood,  and  Somerville, and  isundefealed. 
Their  record  is  2-0-1. 

The  Junior  Varsity  team  is  just  as 
prepared  and  enthusiastic  about  the  season 
as  the  Varsity,  if  not  more.  The  captains  of 
the  Junior  Varsity  team  are  Hayden  Roc, 


quarterback,  and  Shakur  Abdal-khallaq, 
tackle.  Hayden  is  a  Freshman,  and  Shakur  a 
Sophomore,  and  both  feel  that  the  team  is 
ready  and  will  have  a  great  season.  Center 
Steve  Burke,  who  plays  on  both  Varsity  and 
Junior  Varsity,  says  that  the  strengths  of  the 
team  are  the  offensive  lines,  especially  the 
right  side,  the  defensive  line  and  backfield. 
Freshmen  Matt  Fitzgerald  and  several  of  his 
teammates  also  say  the  right  side  of  the 
offensive  line  is  the  strongest  part.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  Junior  Varsity  isn’t  perfect.  They 
also  have  some  weaknesses,  and  an  inexpe¬ 
rienced  defense  is  one  of  them.  Most  of  the 
players  on  the  Junior  Varsity  are  new,  and 
havejustmoved  up  from  Freshmen  football. 
Hayden  Roc  thinks  that  the  new  players  will 
be  a  good  addition  to  the  team ,  and  that  their 
lack  of  experience  will  not  affect  their  per¬ 
formance.  Hayden  also  says  that  Tailback 
Dare  Oldulare  is  a  “great  factor  to  our  team .” 

There  is  a  definite  sense  of  team 
spirit  win  the  JV  players.  They  arc  all  very 
energetic  to  say  the  least,  and  are  very  ex¬ 
cited  for  he  start  of  the  season.  They  hope 
to  have  avery  competitive  season,  and  they 
will  not  go  down  without  a  fight.  The 
starting  offensive  line  for  the  JV  Team  is 
Shakur  Abdal-Khallaq,  Right  Tackle;  Matt 
Fitzgerald,  Right  Guard;  Khalid  Hill;  light 


end,  Mike  McCabe,  Wind,  Neal  Lucas,  Left 
Guard;  Nick  Shiggs,  Left  Tackle;  and 
Brendan  Kelly,  Tight  end.  Peter  O’Donnell 
i:'  currently  injured,  but  he  is  a  tight  end 
uliiiig  with  Keith  Monahan.  Hayden  Roc  is 
the  quarterback.  According  to  his  team- 
mates,  Hayden  is  looking  very  good  physi- 
i  illy,  but  his  leadership  is  not  strong.  The 
v.  terans  help  out  the  new  guys  as  much  as 
I  assible,  and  there  is  some  good  teamwork, 
Inu  it  could  be  better. 

Overall,  Junior  Varsity  has  a  very 
good  team,  and  expects  to  have  a  successful 
season.  Their  first  game  is  on  Monday, 
September  18,  against  Matignon  at 
Malignon,  Varsity  played  the  opening  game 
the  season  against  Matignon  on  Saturday, 
eptember  16.  They  were  the  victors,  and 
defeated  Matignon  by  14.  The  score  was  20- 
6,  a  great  way  to  start  off  the  season.  Captain 
!•  vin  Fidalgo  had  an  excellent  game.  He 
•••  for  a  total  of  1 82  yards,  and  returned  the 
opening  kickoff  90  yards  for  a  touchdown. 

All  in  all,  both  teams  expect  to 
1. 1  vc  good  seasons,  and  arc  very  confident  in 
to  ir  abilities.  English,  our  long  time  rival, 
■II  definitely  have  their  hands  full  at  the 
Thanksgiving  game  this  year. 


Junior  Varsity  Football 

By  Laura  Craven,  III 
Kristen  McDonnell,  IV 
Juli  Hauck,  III 
Staff  Writers 

Freshmen,  right  guard  and  nose  tackle  Mall  Fitzgerald  thinks  this  year’s  team  is 
going  to  do  fine  and  will  be  ready  for  this  .>•  *ason.  He  feels  their  starting  quarterback,  Hayden 
Roc,  will  be  one  of  their  strong  points.  \\  lien  asked  about  their  weaknesses,  he  said,  “Our 
tight  end  and  wingback,  but  it’s  really  too  early  to  tell.” 

The  6’  1,"  160  pounds  left  ligh  end,  sophomore  Mike  McCabe  (who  also  dresses 
for  V  arsity),  is  expected  to  be  a  leading  receiver.  The  backfield  got  a  lift  when  Dare  Oldulare 
was  given  the  starting  position  at  tailback.  This  season  the  team  can’t  go  wrong  with  their 
defensive  line  of  Matt  Fitzgerald,  Shakur  Abdal-khallaq,  Jamonl  Hightower,  Nick  Shiggs, 
and  Neil  Lucas. 

“With  the  great  offensive  line  and  quick  backfield,  our  running  game  should  be 
unstoppable,”  says  sophomore  Abdal-khallaq.  He  also  said  a  lot  of  the  line’s  success  is 
credited  to  the  newcomer  Coach  Walsh  who  is  a  Latin  graduate  of  the  Class  of  1990. 

“Coach  Ramsey’s  way  of  coac  ung  is  hard;  but  overall  he  is  a  good  coach  because 
he  makes  you  want  to  play  harder  and  iclicr,”  was  corncrback  Luis  Hcnao’s  thought  on 
Coach  Ramsey. 

The  team  believes  they  have  „  tong  right  line.  But  the  team  is  disappointed  that 
their  sophomore  light  end,  Peter  O’Dc  'll,  is  out  with  a  knee  injury.  Both  the  team  and 
Peter  are  looking  forward  to  him  comma  back  in  the  next  few  weeks. 

Best  of  luck  to  the  whole  Wo1!  puck  team  in  the  up-coming  season! 


Individual  and  class  instruction;voice  and  all 
instruments.  Theory  and  ensembles.  Music 
Therapy  for  special  needs. 


482-7494 


Between  Berkley  &  Clarendon 
Streets  in  Boston’s  South  End 
34  Warren  Avenue,  Boston 
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Sports 

Spotlight 


Track  Star  Runs  l'ar 


By  Juliann  Hauck,  III 
Staff  Writer 

How  many  people  do  you  know  who  have 
been  on  a  varsity  sport  every  season,  played  two  instru¬ 
ments,  and  managed  a  challenging  schoolwork  sched¬ 
ule  since  eight  grade  ?  Not  many! 

Colleen  Madden  is  one  incredible  exception! 
Going  into  her  fifth  year  and  fourteenth  season  of 
running  track,  Colleen  is  as  enthusiastic  and  excited 
about  running  today  as  she  was  when  she  started  six 
years  ago  as  a  seventh  grader.  Colleen  runs  the  one  and 
two  mile  distances  as  well  as  the  H(X)  relay.  Running 
three  seasons,  there  haven’t  been  many  days  when 
Colleen  returned  home  much  before  6:00  PM  to  fulfill 
all  the  responsibilities  that  come  w,  tilt  being  a  student/ 
athlete/  musician.  Colleen’s  response  to  this  rigorous 
schedule  is,  “If  you  love  what  you  do,  you  can  do  it!” 

“Colleen  works  very  hard  und  always  pul  in  a 
good  effort,”  commented  Miss  Pritchard,  one  of  the 
track  coaches,  of  Colleen.  When  asked  about  her  strong 
points,  Colleen  echoed  the  same  sentiments,  saying  that 
she  feels  her  strong  points  are  being  able  to  work  hard 
and  put  in  a  good  effort  in  all  she  does.  This  is  definitely 
true;  how  else  would  Colleen  have  been  able  to  com¬ 
plete  the  one  mile  in  only  six  minutes  as  a  sophomore? 
“That  was  definitely  my  best  experience  and  greatest 
achievement,”  Colleen  says  with  a  smile.  This  year 
Colleen  has  achieved  another  of  her  goals  by  becoming 
the  Captain  of  the  track  teams. 

Colleen’s  personal  goal  for  this  year  is  to  place 
among  the  top  20  runners  in  the  Dual  County  League. 
The  goal  for  the  team  is  to  all  work  together  to  win  the 
Dual  County  League  championship.  One  weakness 
Colleen  feels  she  has  is  that  she  doesn't  get  the  amount 
of  sleep  that  arunner  needs.  “It  is  dil  I  icult  to  get  as  much 
sleep  as  I  need  when  I  have  so  much  other  work  to  do,” 
is  Colleen’s  simple  explanation.  When  asked  of  her 
favorite  running  season,  she  replies,  “It’s  between  out¬ 
door  and  cross-country;  they  both  have  different  advan¬ 
tages.”  Cross-country  is  a  team  with  lew  members  and 
outdoor  has  many  members;  different  friendships  come 
out  of  each.  Developing  these  friendships  has  been  one 
of  the  nicest  parts  of  running. 

Colleen’s  great  abilities  don’t  slop  with  track. 
She  plays  the  flute  and  has  played  in  various  bands  at 
school  since  eighth  grade;  she  has  studied  piano  for  the 
past  eight  years.  Somehow,  rather  miraculously,  Col¬ 
leen  has  also  managed  to  include  Show  Choir  and  the 
Register  in  her  very  busy  schedule. 

Colleen’s  main  inspiration  l  or  running  track  is 
her  brother  who  ran  in  high  school  and  later  in  the 
marathon;  running  track  at  Latin  is  Colleen’s  way  of 
following  in  her  brother’s  footsteps. 

Colleen  is  considering  Boston  University,  the 
University  of  Pennsylvania,  and  N.Y.U.  as  college 
possibilities  for  the  next  year.  She  hopes  to  run  back 
though  she  fully  realizes  how  rigorous  a  college  athlete’s 
schedule  will  be. 

Colleen  Madden  has  come  this  far  success¬ 
fully;  we  know  she  will  fulfill  all  her  life’s  dreams! 


’95:  Varsity  Girls  Soccer  Team: 
The  Year  of  a  Winning  Season 


Moving  Forward:  Varsity  Girls  Soccer  Team  moves  forward  with  ball  at  home  game  in 
Clevland  Circle. 


By  Kat  Kowal  ,111  and  Julee  O’Brien,  II 
Staff  Writers 

As  the  soccer  season  kicks  off  for  the  girls  varsity  soccer 
team,  the  Lady  Wolfpack  looks  forward  to  a  more 
successful  season  than  those  of  the  previous  years. 

Unfortunately,  past  years 
have  not  been  kind  to  the  girls. 

Last  year  reversed  that  pattern. 

The  ’94  DCL  All-star  Molly 
Dunford,  Beth  Antinazzi,  Kate 
Maher,  Meghan  Kinney,  Allison 
Allukian,  Erika  Keogh,  Jen  Mills 
and  Juice  O’Brien,  with  the  help 
of  Della  “the  Animal”  Dufrane, 

Jill  Sheets, and  AnneO’Donavan 
all  made  history  in  their  victory  over  Bedford,  and  tying 
Newton  South. 

So  what  are  the  goals  for  this  season?  Anne 
Donavan,  the  four  year  starter  and  co-captain,  says ,  “our 
goals  are  to  work  together  as  a  team  and  improve  every 


day,  but  still  have  fun.” 

What  docs  the  coach  have  to  say  about  the  team? 
Dorn  states,  “We're  looking  forward  to  a  more  successful 
season  than  last  your.  There  arc  1 1  returning  players  that  will 
help  the  team  mature  quickly.  The  new  team  members  will 
also  be  instrumental  in  contributing  to  an  exciting  and 
competitive  season.  Our  team’s  goal  is  to 
play  an  exciting,  attacking  style  of  soccer 
supported  by  a  tough,  aggressi  ve,  defense.” 
Just  who  are  those  seven  new  players  he’s 
talking  about?  Well,  the  two  new  goalies 
of  the  team  are  Mary-Beth  Foley  and  Jane 
Long.  Other  new  girls  include  Jackie 
Consul  vo,  Lisa  Lucia,  Molly  Costello,  and 
Kelly  Penney. 

The  Lady  Wolfpack  needs  your  support 
Good  luck,  girls,  we  know  you’ll  do  well!  As  senior  captain 
Jill  Sheets  says,  "'95  is  the  year  for  a  winning  season.” 

GO  LADY  WOLFPACK!! 


"our  goals  are  to  work 
together  as  a  team  and 
improve  every  day , 
but  still  have  fun." 


H5AWH5  JQ  SHOP  OUR  TRUE  VALUE  HARDWARE  STORE 

1.  WB  ARC  LOCALLY  OWNED  AND  OPERATED-A  PART 

OP  THE  COMMUNITY.  WE’RE  INVOLVED. 

raBMRgys'ureraffjr 

TRUE  VALUE]* 

4.  OUR  EXCLUSIVE  BRAND  MERCHANDISE  ASSURES  YOU 
OP  HIGH  QUALITY  MERCHANDISE  AT  VALUE  PRICES. 

WE  GUARANTEE  YOUR  SATISFACTION. 

5-  WE  BTOCIC  OVER  5A000  ITEMS  IN  OUR  WAREHOUSE  < 
INVENTORY.  W  WE  DON  ’T  HAVE  IT  IN  OUR  STORE, 

SCAN  GET  IT. 

OPPER  NEIGHBORHOOD  CONVENIENCE-  WE’RE 
CLOSE  BY-  YOU  SAVE  GAS  A  SAVE  TIME. 

7.  WE’RE  CONVENIENT  TO  SHOP-  YOU  CAN  GET  IN  A 
GET  OUT. 


1871  CENTRE 
WEST  ROXBURY,  MA 
PHONE:  325-9494 

Your  Locally  Owned 
Operated  Hardware  Store 

MON  -  SAT  7:30-6:00 
THURS  &  FW  TIL  8:30  •  SUN  12-5 
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The  Man 

Rain  Riding 

theTrain 


By  Yves-P.  Salomon,  II 
Staff  Writer 


By  Sara  Colb,  II 
Contributing  Writer 

Drinking  from  the  truths. 

Submitting  to  its  power. 

The  rain  makes  us  feel. 

Running  through  the  streets, 
barefooted,  free. 

Jump  into  puddles. 

Oceans  if  you  will. 

doming  clings  to  your  drenched 

bodies  which  can  absorb  no  more 

The  rain  cleanses. 

washes  away, 

renews  our  spirits 

crying,  laughing,  singing,  breathing, 
we  submit  to  ourselves 
we  submit  to  the  rain. 


I  see  you  yellow-skinned 
Asian  man, 

With  your  hair  well  combed,  but  full  of 
scalp. 

Your  fingers  reflect  the  harsh  labor  you’ve 
endured. 

You  are  not  to  be  humiliated  or  ashamed 
by  them, 

For  they  serve  you  as  a  sense  of  pride. 

Proud  to  be  an  Asian  and  proud  to  be  an 
industrious  worker. 

Proud  to  be  a  taxpayer  and  not  another 

dependent  of  the 

government. 

Proud  to  be  a  father  and  a  supporter  of 
those  left  in  China, 

Vietnam  or  wherever  your  forefathers  are. 

As  immigrants  we  know  how  hard  it  is  to 
survive  in  a  land 

that  isn’t  ours,  to  speak  a  language  that 

isn’t  our  mother 

tongue. 

We  have  risen  and  still  we  rise. 

Our  pride  and  dignity  will  never  be  lost. 
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Words 

Without 

Music 


By  Meredith  McDonough,  III 
Staff  Writer 

Songs  without  music 
words  without  truth 
sputter,  sputter 
they  fall  and  they  clutter 
around  my  feet 
filling  the  well  of  my  sorrow 
full  to  the  brim 
Words  without  truth 
are  all  that  I  hear 
insignificant  and  false 
they  fill  the  air  with  the  odorous  stench 
of  a  thousand  dirty  lies 
if  it  was  ever  hideously  tolerable 
to  tell  you  the  truth 
it  is  no  longer  so 


October  1 995 


Sunday 


Predicted  Super  Bowl 
Outcome: 

San  Francisco-56 
New  England- 17 
B-day:  Janelle  Costa 


Monday 


Girls  Soccer  vs  Bedford  @ 

CC 

Boys  Soccer  @  Bedford 
Girls  Swimming  @  Cambridge 
R&L 

Golf  @  Bedford 


2 


Tuesday 


Juice  Is  Loose  Day 
Girls  Volleyball  @ 

Lincoln- Sudbury 
Girls  Swimming  @>  Quincy 
Golf  vs  Newton  South  @ 
GWGC 


Wednesday 


Yom  Kippur  begins 
Boys  Soccer  vs  Catholic 
Memorial  @  Cleveland  Circle 


X 


Thursday 


Girls  Volleyball  vs  Latin 
Academy  @BLS 
Cross  Country  @  Newton 
South 

Golf  @>  Lincoln-Sudbury 


I 


Friday 


Sub  of  the  Month: 
Mr.  Lobosco 


Columbus  Day  observed 
B-Day:  Winnie  Moy 


Girls  Volleyball  vs  Andover  @ 
BLS 

Girls  Swimming  @  Duxbury 
Golf  @  Wayland 


John  Sheppeck's  Handball 
and  Soccer  T ourney 
B-Oays:  Kin  Wong,  leva 
Fretmanis 


Mother-in-Laws-Day 
B-Days:  Xing  Ling  Li, 
Jonathan  Chung,  Tchintcia 
Barros 
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Daylight  Saving's  Time  Ends 


29 


National  Boss  Day  G  Soccer 
@  Wayland  B  Soccer  vs 
Wayland  <s>  CC  Girls  V-ball  vs 
NQ  P  BLS  Goff  vs  A-B  C> 
WGCW 


Cross  Country  vs 
Bedford/Acton  @  Franklin 
Park 

B-Days:  Tom  Cunniffe,  Joe 
Breen,  Susan  Gillis 


H 


Girls  Soccer  @  Weston 
Boys  Soccer  vs  Weston  < 
Cleveland  Circle 
B-Day:  Aimee  Pappas 


Girls  Volleyball  @  Newton 
South 

Girls  Swimming  vs  Needham 
®  Murpfrv  School  Pool 
B-Day:  Paul  Carrol 


United  Nation's  Day  Girls 
Volleyball  vs  L-S  @  BLS  Girls 
Swimming  vs  Brookline  @ 
Murphy  Swimming  Pool 


Girls  Soccer  vs  Newton 
South  @  Cleveland  Circle 
Boys  Soccer  @  Newton 
South 
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Girls  Soccer  @ 
Concord-Carlisle 
Boys  Soccer  vs 
Concord-Carlisle  ®  Cleveland 
Circle 

Cross  Country  @  Weston 
B-Day:  Wendy  Li 


118 


Excorcism  Day 
Girls  Swimming  vs  Somerville 
@  Murphy  School  Pool 
Golf  @  Westford  Academy 


112 


Girls  Volleyball  vs  Brokton  @> 
BLS 

Golf  DCL  Tournament  @ 
GWGC 


119 


Girls  Soccer  @  Newton 
South 

Boys  Soccer  vs  Newton 
South  @>  Cleveland 
B-day:  Hayden  Salazar 


I 


Saturday 


Friday  The  13th  Football  @ 
WA 

Girls  Soccer  vs  A-B  @  CC 
Boys  Soccer  <§>  A-B  Girls 
V-Ball  vs  Brookline  @  BLS 
B-Day:  Sandra  Penaloza 
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Girls  Soccer  vs  Westford 
Academy  <s>  Cleveland  Circle 
Boys  Soccer  @  Westford 
Academy 

Girls  Swimming  @  Belmont 


Football  vs  Newton  South  @ 
Daly  Field 

B-Days:  Sean  Newman,  Zack 
Halloran 


7 


Read  A  Cheezy  Novel  Day 
B-Days:v  Lisa  McLaughlin, 
Jennifer  Crowell 


Football  vs  Acton  Boxboro 
@  White  Stadium 
B-Day:  Erin  Richards 


Girls  Soccer  vs  Lincoln 
Sudbury  @  Cleveland  Circle 
Boys  Soccer  @  Lincoln 
Sudbury 
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Girls  Volleyball  vs  Waltham 
@  BLS 

B-Days:  Nancy  DePina, 
Cecelia  Galeota 


26 


Girls  Soccer  @>  Bedford 
Boys  Soccer  vs  Bedford 
CC 

Girls  V-ball  @  A-B  X-Country 
League  Meet  @  Sudbury 
B-Day:  Kristen  Amuzzini 


30 


Halloween 

Girls  Volleyball  vs  Westford 
Academy  @  BLS 
B-Day:  Chris  Hurld 


£ 
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Editor's  Note 


By  Nancy  Poon,  II 
Editor-in-Chief 

On  the  clay  the  first  issue  of  the  Argo  was  distributed, 
I  heard  mix  reactions  ranging  from,  “Wow.  Is  this  the  Argo? 
How  do  you  expect  us  to  read  twenty-four  pages?”  to 
“What’s  with  all  the  spelling?”  In  a  school  as  large  and 
diverse  as  Boston  Latin,  I  took  such  varied  responses  to  be 
positive. 

Though  the  first  issue  was  not  flawless,  it  is  indeed 


a  fine  representation  of  the  thoughts,  ideas,  and  hard  work 
of  students  at  this  school.  In  the  last  month,  we  have  striven 
to  rectify  our  weaknesses  and  to  continue  to  improve  upon 
our  strengths. 

It  has  been  a  rough  month  of  transition.  With  end- 
of-term  deadlines,  media  interviews,  and  an  overbooked 
MacLab,  putting  out  a  sixteen  page  newspaper  was  no  easy 
job.  I  would  personally  like  to  congratulate  all  the  Argo 
editors  and  staff  that  stuck  it  through.  We  made  it. 

It  certainly  wasn’t  easy  for  those  who  had  to  write 


articles  overnight,  run  around  with  the  camera  clicking,  or 
work  in  the  MacLab  until  eight  o’clock  at  night.  I  apologize 
a  hundred  times  more  for  the  tough  schedule.  Nonetheless, 
as  a  result  of  the  hard  work,  we  are  able  to  produce  a 
publication  of  both  quality  and  quantity. 

Again,  I  congratulate  all  those  who  helped  pull  this 
issue  through  and  encourage  new  and  old  staff  to  rejoin  the 
action.  We  are  working  hard  and  learning.  We  proudly 
present  our  second  issue.  Enjoy. 


For  the  Record: 

The  Argo  would  like  make  a  few  notes 

To  Reach  the  Argo. . . 

To  send  a  Letter  to  the  Editor: 
see  Nancy  Poon  in  134 

regarding  the  October  issue: 

Due  to  a  typing  error,  Michael 
Tumposky’s  article  in  ‘The  Pros  of  the 

Congratulations! 

Racial  Quota”  on  page  20,  column  2, 
paragraph  1  stated  that  the  school  system 

Congratulations  to 

Mr.  Contompasis  for  recently 

or  Mr.  Flynn  in  Main  Office 

is  65%  White  and  Asian  when  in  fact  it  is 

winning  the  Henry  L.  Shuttuck 

To  place  an  ad: 

65%  Black  and  Hispanic. 

Award.  This  is  a  great  honor  and 
we  are  proud  of  our  Headmaster. 

see  Natalia  Crosby  in  103 
or  Nicole  DeBenedictis  in  103 

Sarah  Adams  name  accompanying  her 

Congratulations  to  the  winners  of 

First  Public  Declamation: 

To  place  an  event  in  the  calendar: 

City  Year  article  should  be  spelled  Sarah 
(not  Sara) 

see  Maria  Dubrowski  in  103 

1st  -  Kria  Sakakeeny,  I 

or  Mike  Pastore  in  202 

Due  to  circumstances  beyond  our  control 

2nd  -  Melissa  McClinton,  III 

To  report  a  story,  do  photgraphy,  draw  artwork,  or  otherwise 

at  the  printer,  the  pictures  of  political 

3rd  -  Marianne  Staniunas,  I 

join  the  Argo: 

candidates  Peggy  Davis-Mullen  and  Calhi 
Campbell  were  switched  by  accident. 

see  Nancy  Poon  in  1 34 
or  Edwina  Tom  in  228 

The  Argo  sincerely  regrets  and  apologizes 

for  these  mistake. 
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Students  Plant  Tulips 

In  Memory  of  George  Henderson 


By  Andrea  Haney,  III 
Staff  Writer 

On  Saturday,November4,  theGay/ 


enjoying  the  present  to  the  fullest.” 

200  purple  tulips  and  200  white 
tulips  were  donated  to  the  school  by  alum¬ 
nus  Richard  O’Mara,  Class  of  ’72.  The 


Raina  Chrobak,  Joanie  Tobin,  Sarah 
Colvario,  Lucie  Wicker,  Abigail  Satinsky, 
Tugeet  Anh  Nguyen,  Melissa  Wolter- 
Gustafson,  Robert  Orthman,  Betty  Lam, 


Straight  Alliance  and  the  Students  for  the 
Environment  joined  together  to  plant  a  tulip 
bed  in  memory  of  George  Henderson,  Class 
of  '12.  Students  worked  from  10  a.m.  to  4 
p.m.  to  beautify  their  school  in  memory  of 
an  alumnus  who  recently  died  of  AIDS.  Not 
only  did  they  accomplish  something  that 
exhibits  pride  in  their  school,  they  also  had 
fun  in  the  process. 

George  Henderson  passed  away 
on  September  30  of  AIDS.  A  quote  that  was 
commonly  associated  with  him  is  ‘The 
mother  of  all  mothers  is  Mother  Earth.”  It  is 
rather  fitting  that,  in  his  memory,  the  school 
has  put  something  back  into  the  earth  that 
will  grow  and  be  a  re¬ 
minder  for  years  to 
come.  At  his  service,  an 
excerpt  from  George’s 
journal  was  handed  out. 

It  had  many  inspiring 
quotes  in  it,  but  my  fa¬ 
vorite  was,  ‘There  is  so 
much  love  out  there,  but 
most  folks  don’t  realize 
it  because  they  are  too 
absorbed  in  pointing  the 
blame  at  someone  or 
something  else.  Harbor¬ 
ing  bad  feelings  about 
the  past  only  robs  you  of 


daffodils  left  over  from  the 
Parents ’Association  were  also  planted.  The 
purple  tulips  are  in  a  semi-circle  with  a 
white  tulip  border  and  a  white  “L”  in  the 
center.  The  daffodils  run  along  the  fence. 
These  will  be  coming  up  in  the  spring. 

There  was  a  total  of  15  student 
volunteers,  accompanied  by  Dan  Coulter 
(BLS  Alumnus,  advisor  for  the  GSA,  and 
friend  of  George  Henderson)  and  Doctor  Y u 
(faculty  advisor  for  the  Students  for  the 
Environment).  The  students  that  sacrificed 
their  Saturday  to  do  something  for  the  school 
were  Alex  McCormick,  P.T.  Black  (V.P.  of 
GSA),  Kay  Perdue  (Co-President  of  GSA), 


Victoria  Y uen,  Allyson  Crawford,  and  yours 
truly.  The  MVP  for  the  day  was  Alex 
McCormick,  who  was  not  only  one  of  the 
“engineers,”  but  was  also  there  from  start  to 
finish. 

It  was  pure  coincidence  that  the 
day  of  the  planting  landed  on  the  day  of  the 
Latin  entrance  exam.  Some  of  the  sixies-to- 
be  were  surprised  to  see  students  hard  at 
work.  After  their  nerve-racking  test,  seeing 
the  work  crew  was  probably  comic  relief. 
After  falling  into  dirt  piles  a  couple  of  times, 
any  presence  of  sanity  was  quick  to  flee. 
Nevertheless,  everyone  had  fun.  What  a 
feeling  of  accomplishment  they  will  have 
when  the  flowers  come 
up  in  the  spring  (hope¬ 
fully)! 

If  you  are  in¬ 
terested  in  joining  the 
Gay/Straight  Alliance, 
please  contact  Susan 
DeMinico  (124)  or  Kay 
Purdue  (220). 

If  you  are  in¬ 
terested  in  joining  the 
Students  for  the  Envi¬ 
ronment,  please  contact 
Derek  Barcicowski 
(101)  or  Erin  Bums. 


Successful  Saturday  Sessions 


By  Joyce  Imahiyerobo-Agho,  II 
Staff  Writer 

As  the  school  year  begins  again, 
registrations  for  Saturday  Success  School 
have  poured  in.  Perhaps  this  is  because  of 
the  good  reputation  the  program  has.  The 
idea  of  waking  up  at  7:30  on  a  Saturday 
morning  to  go  back  to  a  place  which  was 
eagerly  left  on  Friday  night  seems  unpleas¬ 
ant;  however,  Saturday  School  can  really 
help  to  improve  your  overall  performance  in 


school.  This  program  has  been  directed  by 
Mrs.  Susan  Longfield  and  Ms.  Nancy 

. . .  students  cover  material 
that  they  might  have  ques¬ 
tions  on,  and  review  mate¬ 
rial  covered  through 
the  week 

O’Malley  for  six  years.  The  first  three  peri¬ 


ods  of  the  morning  are  devoted  to  small 
class  lessons  and  private  one-on-one  tutor¬ 
ing  sessions.  Each  period  lasts  for  approxi¬ 
mately  50  minutes,  during  which  students 
cover  material  that  they  might  have  ques¬ 
tions  on  and  review  material  covered  through 
the  week.  During  the  last  period  students 
may  take  part  in  various  activities  such  as 
dance,  chess,  drama,  and  CPR.  If  you  have 
any  questions  concerning  registration  you 
can  see  Ms.  O’Malley  in  room  201. 


Parent 

Night 

By  Rossana  Lau,  III 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

Parent  Night  is  meant  to  be  a  time 
for  the  parents  of  BLS  students  to  get  to 
know  their  childrens’  teachers,  as  well  as  to 
experience  what  a  day  at  BLS  feels  like.  The 
two  dates  were  September  21  and  Septem¬ 
ber  28  from  7:00  to  9:00  in  the  evening.  Each 
class  was  ten  minutes  long,  and  the  parents 
had  five  minutes  to  get  to  their  next  class. 
First,  the  parents  went  to  the  homerooms 
assigned  to  their  sons  or  daughters  and  picked 
up  their  Monday  schedules.  Some  parents 
were  late,  while  some  were  totally  lost  in  the 
seemingly  complicated  building.  However, 
there  were  also  students  there,  helping  them 
find  their  destinations. 


Most  parents  I  talked  to  (who  were 
not  in  a  rush)  thought  that  this  was  a  good 


idea.  This  way,  they  would  know  or  at  least 
see  who  the  teachers  are  and  listen  to  them 
talk  about  the  course.  Some  parents  believed 
that  the  one  on  one  kind  of  open  house  was 
better  than  the  “listening  to  the  teacher” 
kind.  This  kind,  however,  reduces  the  stress 
on  teachers.  They  did  not  even  need  to  know 
the  students’  names  to  talk  to  the  parents 
(even  though  it  would  have  been  nice  if  they 
did).  Since  they  only  had  ten  minutes,  all 
they  needed  to  say  was  what  the  kids  learn  in 
class. 

Some  clubs  were  also  doing 
fundraising  during  the  two  nights.  They  sold 
refreshments  to  the  parents.  On  the  first 
night  there  were  donuts  and  coffee.  On  the 
second  night  there  was  Chinese  food  includ¬ 
ing  Spring  Rolls  and  Jasmine  Tea.  Being  an 
official  for  two  clubs,  I  think  it  was  a  com¬ 
plete  success. 


Steven  Giordano 
Plumbing,  Heating  &Gasfitting 

17  Leniston  Street 
Rosiindale,  Mass.  02131 


Tel.  327-7371 
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Serve-a-thon 


By  Kristen  Armandt,  III 
Staff  Writer 

Many  people  think  that  the  City 
Y ear  Serve-a-thon  is  j  ust  for  City  Year  mem¬ 
bers;  this  is  untrue.  The  Serve-a-thon  is  a 
day  of  community  service  for  the  benefit  of 
City  Y  ear  Corps  members.  On  October  2 1  st, 
thousands  of  people  went  to  250  project 
sites  across  the  Greater  Boston  Area.  The 
money  the  Serve-a-thon  raised  supports  over 
250  young  adults  aged  17  to  23,  as  they  tutor 
children,  assist  the  elderly,  deliver  meals  to 
people  with  AIDS,  turn  vacant  lots  into 
blooming  gardens,  and  much  more. 

This  fall,  more  than  250  young 
people  between  the  ages  of  1 7  and  23  began 
ten  months  of  full-time  community  service 
in  Boston,  funded  in  part  by  the  money 
raised  at  the  Serve-a-thon.  The  members  of 
the  1995-1996City  Year  Corps  follow  in  the 
footsteps  of  more  than  1,000  other  people 
who  served  as  Corps  members  during  City 
Year’s  first  seven  years  of  operation  here  in 
Boston. 

This  year's  Serve-a-thon  marksCity 
Year’s  first  national  Serve-a-thon,  taking 
place  in  six  cities  across  the  nation  -  Boston, 
Chicago.Columbia,  Columbus,  Providence, 
and  San  Jose.  This  year  in  Boston,  there 


were  over  ten  thousand  people  raising  more 
than  seven  hundred  and  fifty  thousand  dol¬ 
lars  for  the  benefit  of  City  Year. 

Many  people  were  involved  with 
the  Serve-a-thon  this  year  and  this  is  the 
story  of  one.  Her  name  is  Laura  Mitchell, 
and  she  has  done  the  Serve-a-thon  for  three 
years.  She  started  her  day  on  the  Boston 
^Common  with  her  group.  After  fifteen  min¬ 
utes  of  calisthenics,  she  and  her  group  trav¬ 
eled  to  her  site.  They  were  assigned  to  clean 

. . .  the  real  reward  is 
. . .  realizing  that  you  had  a 
part  in  making  something 
that  was  once  ugly  very 
beautiful 

a  field  and  parking  lot.  Though  it  may  not 
seem  like  strenuous  work,  she  assured  me 
that  it  was.  After  she  and  her  group  finished, 
they  returned  to  the  Common  and  enjoyed 
hours  of  free  food,  dancing,  and  music. 

City  Year  is  a  great  program  to  be 
involved  in,  but  the  real  reward  is  stepping 
back,  looking  at  a  site  and  realizing  that  you 
had  a  part  in  making  something  that  was 
once  ugly  very  beautiful. 


Rescue 

disaster  victims, 
bust 

drug  smugglers, 
and  save 

the  environment. 

And  that’s  just  the  first  week. 


For  men  and  women  in  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,  the  action 
starts  as  soon  as  you  put  on  your  uniform. 


:r..u: 


alter  serving  r.  the  'J  S  Coast  • 
you'll  be  ready  ::r  anything 
Front  day  one  you.  ii  c*  tack¬ 
ling  major  assignments  ar.d 
making  teai-hie  decisions,  to 


'.iUcC  J 


»v«  - •»  •  C’-CIaCt 

U.S.C.G.  Information  Center 
14180  Dallas  Pkwy.,  Suite  326 
Dallas.  TX  75240-9795; 
1-800-424-8883,  Ext.  1337 


THE  U.S.  COAST  GUARD 
BE  PART  OF  THE  ACTION 


CLUB  NOTES 
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Mock  Trial  Club 


Artwork  by  Contributing  Artist  Sarah  Bairstow,  II 

By  Michael  Tumposky,  II 
Staff  Writer 

The  Mock  Trial  Club  is  an  extremely  enjoyable  club  which  combines  law,  acting,  and  public  speaking. 
There  can  be  anywhere  from  12  to  18  members,  in  classes  VI-I,  in  the  club  each  year,  depending  on  how  many 
lawyers  we  use  for  each  trial.  (Y  ou  are  allowed  to  use  anywhere  from  3  to  6  lawyers  and  each  team  must  call  three 
witnesses  for  the  side  that  they  represent.) 

In  December,  we  receive  a  case  from  the  Massachusetts  Bar  Association  and  each  member  of  our  team 
chooses  a  specific  role  in  that  case,  either  as  a  witness  or  a  lawyer.  If  two  people  choose  the  same  part  they  both 
must  audition,  and  the  better  person,  regardless  of  age,  will  get  that  role.  After  the  parts  are  assigned,  we  prepare 
to  present  the  case  in  real  courtrooms  in  front  of  real  judges.  With  the  help  of  our  lawyer  advisor  we  practice  each 
side  of  the  case  and  learn  the  rules  of  evidence  and  proper  courtroom  procedure. 

The  Mock  Trial  Club  has  around  8  to  10  openings  this  year.  We  don’t,  however,  only  want  future  lawyers 
to  join.  In  fact,  the  witness  parts  are  better  suited  for  someone  whose  strength  is  acting.  So  don  ’  t  feel  that  just  because 
you  are  not  interested  in  law  you  shouldn’t  join. 

Since  The  Mock  Trial  Club  has  a  lot  of  new  members  this  year  we  have  decided  to  start  early  and  practice 
last  year’s  case.  Meetings  take  place  after  school  every  Tuesday  in  room  118.  Once  we  get  closer  to  the  trial, 
however,  we  will  have  meetings  twice  a  week.  The  actual  competition  starts  in  December  and  the  first  trial  will  be 
in  February. 

The  format  of  the  competition  is  this:  The  preliminary  round  consists  of  three  trials.  We  will  compete 
against  Boston  area  schools  at  local  courts  and  will  represent  both  the  defense  and  the  prosecution  at  least  once. 
If  we  win  all  of  those  trials,  we  will  go  on  to, the  state,  the  regional,  and  then  the  national  competitions  which  are 
single  elimination.  At  those  trials  a  coin  flip  will  determine  which  side  of  the  case  we  will  represent. 

If  you  have  any  questions  or  cannot  attend  the  meeting,  please  contact  Michael  Tumposky  in  room  126 
or  Andrea  Haney  in  room  220. 


Recycling 


By  Yves-P.  Salomon,  II 
Staff  Writer 

Thanks  to  the  Students  For  the  Environment  Club, 
Boston  Latin  School  is  once  again  recycling.  Some  years  ago, 
the  school  started  a  recycling  program,  but  because  of  the  long 
and  troublesome  separating  process,  the  program  did  not 
succeed.  At  that  time  there  were  more  restrictions  on  recy¬ 
cling.  Paper  had  to  be  separated  according  to  type  and  color. 
Now,  all  fiber  products  can  be  recycled. 

What  really  motivated  the  members  to  reincarnate 
the  process  of  recycling  was  the  amount  of  paper  the  school 
uses.  With  the  price  of  paper  increasing  dramatically,  the 
officers  were  convinced  that  this  activity  would  be  very 
helpful. 

In  order  to  make  this  plan  successful,  several  Issue 
Specialists  were  assigned  different  tasks.  Among  them  were: 
Ms.  Teare,  an  English  student  teacher,  Nadir  Ali  and  Mickeala 
Ibrahim,  both  seniors,  and  Nina  Smolyar  of  Class  III.  These 
people  have  been  working  together  with  the  advisor.  Dr.  Yu, 
and  the  president,  Darek  Barcikowski,  for  the  past  few  weeks 
to  get  the  recycling  program  started.  Even  though  a  box  has 
been  placed  in  each  room,  and  teams  have  been  arranged  to 
empty  their  contents,  there  is  still  more  recycling  to  be  done. 

Students  For  the  Environment  also  plans  to  recycle 
the  food  trays  in  the  cafeteria.  This  activity  will  be  introduced 
to  BLS  later  on.  The  members  will  participate  in  several 
activities  sponsored  by  the  Boston  Parks  and  Recreation 
Department.  As  these  goals  are  met,  Students  For  the  Envi¬ 
ronment  will  plan  other  fun  volunteer  activities. 

This  new  club  has  almost  one  hundred  members, 
including  many  teachers.  The  club’s  flexible  schedule  fits  in 
with  the  schedules  of  its  members.  All  volunteer  hours  are 
recorded  and  credited  at  the  time  of  graduation.  For  those  of 
you  who  would  like  to  join  Students  For  the  Environment,  we 
want  you  to  know  that  it’s  not  too  late.  To  sign  up,  see  Dr.  Yu 
in  319,  Yves  Salomon  in  135  or  Mandisa  Mack  in  131. 


Le  Cercle  Francais  German  Club 


By  Regine  Joseph,  II 
Staff  Writer 

“Learning  by  doing”  would  be  the 
logo  of  the  French  Club  had  it  been  a 
company.  A  club  of  fifty-five  members 
which  meets  every  first  and  third  T uesday  of 
each  month,  the  French  Club  probes  the 
French  language  and  exposes  and  promotes 
the  French  culture  through  its  various  activi¬ 
ties.  It  introduces  and  expands  the  knowl¬ 
edge  of  its  members  on  numerous  French 
countries. 

The  French  Cl ub  doesn ’  t  stop  right 

. .  .French  Club  probes  the 
language  exposing  and 
promoting  through  its 
various  activities,  the 
French  culture. 

there.  It  not  only  presents  the  members 
with  hands-on  (tongue-on)  experience  with 
the  language,  but  it  goes  as  far  as  establish¬ 
ing  actual  French  connections  with  students 
of  other  countries.  The  Boston/S  trasbourg 
Student  Exchange  Program  is  partly  spon¬ 
sored  by  the  French  Club.  It  starts  in  No¬ 
vember,  when  students  from  Boston  Latin 
School  begin  their  correspondence  with 
French  students  in  Strasbourg,  France.  In 
April,  the  French  students  visit  their  pen 


pals  for  three  activity-full  weeks  to  not  only 
meet  their  correspondents  in  person,  but  to 
share  and  experience  each  other’s  culture 
and  everyday  life.  The  hospitality  of  the 
families  of  the  students  from  Boston  Latin 
School  is  returned  when  they  visit  the  French 
students  in  June  for  three  weeks.  While  the 
Boston/Strasbourg  Student  Exchange  Pro¬ 
gram  crosses  cultural  barriers  through  expo¬ 
sure,  it  reinforces  the  grammatical  rules 
taught  in  the  classrooms  by  requiring  the 
students  to  speak  the  language  of  their  pen 

pals  during  their  stay. 

This  is  only  an  ion  in  the  agenda  of 
the  French  club.  Over  the  course  of  the  year, 
the  members  participate  in  other  activities 
including  the  annual  visit  to  La  Maison 
Robert  or  Vtronique's  to  celebrate  Christ¬ 
mas.  The  French  Club  also  entertain  the 
members  with  French  movies  and  succulent 
French  cuisine.  To  top  it  off,  the  French 
Club  also  sponsors  the  annual  week-end  trip 
to  Quebec,  Canada  where  the  members  stay 
at  Chateau  de  Frontenac,  a  very  prestigious 
hotel  visited  already  by  Celine  Dion,  the 
Prime  Minister  of  Canada  and  President 
Ronald  Reagan. 

The  activities  of  the  French  Club  is 
not  enough  for  the  officers,  who  are  con¬ 
stantly  trying  to  expand  them  and  are  now 
adding  a  tutorial  program  and  a  French 
library  to  their  list.  Ms.  Brun,  the  advisor  of 
the  French  Club,  seeks  new  heights.  And  to 
that  she  says:  "Et  pourquoi  pas  le  cercle 
frangais  a  Boston  Latin  School?" 


By  Darek  Barcikowski,  II 
Contributing  Writer 

The  German  Club  is  off  to  a  new 
start  this  year  with  fifty-two  members,  a 
new  teacher  sponsor  and  advisor,  Mr. 
Gallivan,  another  advisor,  Ms.  Brun,  and  a 
new  team  of  club  officers;  President  Darek 
Barcikowski,  Vice  Presidents  Emmet  B  urson 
and  Sarah  Creamer,  Treasurer  James  Lane, 
Secretary  Tricia  Meegan,  and  Advisors 
Christine  McCarthy  and  Mary  O’Neill.  The 
purpose  of  the  club  is  to  promote  the  Ger¬ 
man  culture  and  language  through  many 
different  activities  and  programs.  Aside 
from  watching  movies,  making  German 
food,  and  writing  letters  to  German  stu¬ 
dents,  some  of  the  things  we  will  be  doing 
this  year  include  a  trip  to  a  German  restau¬ 
rant  and  some  type  of  competition  or  contest 
(maybe  a  German  Jeopardy! ).  Also,  we 


will  be  partic  ipating  this  year  in  a  state-wide 
competition  by  putting  on  a  play  in  German. 
You  do  not  have  to  speak  German  to  get 
involved  in  this  activity  because  we  will 
need  a  lot  of  help  with  other  important 
things  like  costumes  or  creating  the  set.  In 
the  spring  a  group  of  twenty  exchange  stu¬ 
dents  will  be  visiting  our  school  for  three 
weeks  and  many  activities  will  be  planned 
so  that  all  the  members  can  get  to  know  them 
and  learn  more  about  their  culture  and 
lifestyle.  Prior  to  this  we  will  be  making  a 
video  of  the  city,  our  school,  and  students, 
which  we  will  send  it  to  Germany.  At  the 
end  of  the  summer  there  will  be  a  trip  to 
Germany  organized  by  Ms.  Brun.  Hope¬ 
fully  all  these  activities  will  turn  out  to  be 
fun  and  exciting.  We  look  forward  to  a 
prosperous  and  fun  year  for  the  German 
Club  and  anyone  interested  is  invited  to  join. 


The  Germans  will  be  arriving  on  March  9,  1995 
and  they  will  leave  on  April  3,  1995.  Anyone 
interested  in  hosting  a  Garman  student  at  his/her 
home  should  please  see  Ms.  Brun  in  room  202  before 
or  after  school  as  soon  as  possible.  First  come,  first 
serve.  The  deadline  is  November  30th  to  apply. 


CLUB  NOTES 
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Join  the  Marines 


Pep  Squad 


Artwork  by  Graphics  Art  Editor  Alyssa  Tang,  II 


By  Barbara  Regan,  VI 
Staff  Writer 

The  Marine  Biological  Society  is  a  club  in  which 
all  the  members  strive  to  know  all  about  the  Ocean  and  all 
that  lives  there.  The  ocean  is  very  exciting  and  has  a  lot  to 
offer.  The  Society  is  a  great  way  to  find  out  about  the 
interesting  parts  of  the  ocean. 

This  year  the  Biological  Society  is  trying  to  get  as 
many  active  members  as  possible.  The  club  is  very  open 
with  its  members  and  is  always  looking  for  their  ideas  about 
trips,  projects  for  meetings,  and  anything  else  they  wish  to 
share. 

“We’re  trying  to  make  the  club  the  best  it  can  be,” 
said  Katherine  Higgins,  president  of  the  club.  “We’re 
planning  to  do  lots  of  trips  and  activities  throughout  the 
year. 

The  club  is  getting  together  for  a  trip  to  Maine  and 
also  to  the  Marine  Symposium.  They  have  passes  available 


for  trips  to  the  Aquarium  and  lots  of  activities,  such  as  fish 
prints  to  do  at  meetings. 

A  newsletter comesout bimonthly  to  inform  mem¬ 
bers  about  trips  and  upcoming  activities.  Members  can  also 
write  articles  relating  to  the  ocean  and  have  them  published. 
Copies  of  the  newsletter  can  be  received  by  contacting 
Katherine  Higgins,  121. 

Mr.  Estabrooks,  the  advisor,  is  active  within  the 
club  as  well.  He  has  a  cabin  in  Maine,  which  can  be  used  by 
the  members  during  their  trips  there.  He  also  encourages  the 
Society  to  join  the  KELP  program,  of  which  he  is  a  part. 

The  Marine  Biological  Society  is  trying  to  have 
their  best  year  ever,  but  it  won’t  happen  uniless  there  are 
many  active  members.  The  ocean  is  great  and  wide,  and  can 
be  explored  by  willing  people  such  as  yoursielf. 

Come  out  and  show  your  support  for  this  great 
club!  (For  a  copy  of  their  newsletter,  information  on  the  club 
or  its  meetings  see  Katherine  Higgins  in  121,  or  Mr. 
Estabrooks  in  323.) 


By  Nakia  Johnson,  II 
Staff  Writer 

Have  you  ever  noticed  a  large  group  of  girls  who 
perform  each  year  at  our  pre-Thanksgiving  Day  pep  rallies? 
You  may  notice  their  coordination,  concentration, 
preparation  and  secretly  wonder  how  twenty-five  girls  can 
move  exactly  at  the  same  time.  This  organization  which 
promotes  school  spirit  and  arouses  crowd  enthusiasm  is 
none  other  than  the  Pep  Squad. 

Practicing  two  to  three  times  a  week  (Tuesday, 
Wednesday,  Friday)  the  Squad  is  known  for  stepping  at 
games  and  its  annual  Spaghetti  Supper.  The  Squad  hopes 


. . .  promotes  school  spirit  and 
arouses  crowd  enthusiasm  . . , 


this  year  to  acquire  more  exposure  by  having  the  opportunity 
to  compete  and  perform  at  other  high  schools  as  well  as 
elementary  schools. 

Some  changes  include  the  departure  of  Ms. 
Roberson  as  advisor  and  the  implementation  of  Ms.  Stratman 
and  Ms.  Devin  as  her  replacements.  Tryouts  are  at  the  end 
of  the  school  year.  For  more  information  contact  captains 
Tamara  Lindsey  (119)  or  Nola  Mowatt  (1 17). 


i 
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Caribbean 
Culture  Club 


By  Joyce  Agho,  II, 

Nakia  Johnson,  II, 
and  Regine  Joseph,  II 
Staff  Writers 

The  Caribbean  Culture  Club  was 
originated  by  Ms.  Brun  in  September  of 
1994.  Its  purpose  is  to  make  others  aware 
and  appreciative  of 
the  diversity  of  the 
Caribbean.  The  club 
acts  as  a  support 
group,  embracing 
discussions 

concerning  the  values  and  the  well  being  of 
the  members.  In  one  year  the  club  has 
accomplished  much  more  than  it  expected. 

Last  year,  the  Caribbean  Culture 
Club  sponsored  a  can  drive  in  collaboration 
with  the  Mayor  of  Boston  to  aid  homeless 
shelters.  The  Caribbean  Club  also  sponsored 
a  Thanksgiving  dinner  for  senior  citizens  at 
the  Marcus  Garvey  Home.  The  members  of 
the  club  entertained  their  guests  with  music, 
a  raffle ,  and  a  meal .  Through  this  experience 
new  bonds  were  formed  between  the  young 
and  the  old,  making  the  night  enjoyable  for 
everyone. 


The  Caribbean  Culture  Club  also 
funded  a  toy  drive  for  the  children  in  the 
community  suffering  with  diseases  such  as 
AIDS,  cancer  and  sickle-cell  anemia.  It  not 
only  offers  services  to  our  community,  but 
it  also  develops  affiliations  with  the  hospi¬ 
tals  and  professionals  throughout  Boston. 

Recently  the  members  of  the  Car¬ 
ibbean  Culture  Club 
decided  to  organize 
a  Hurricane  Relief 
Drive  for  islands 
such  as  Antigua  and 
the  Virgin  Islands, 

which  were  destroyed  in  the  hurricanes  which 
devastated  them  earlier  this  year.  The  mem¬ 
bers  are  collecting  donations  ranging  from 
money  and  food  to  clothes  and  other  house¬ 
hold  items. 

The  yearly  plans  of  the  Caribbean 
Culture  Club  also  include  another 
Thanksgiving  Dinner,  a  Big  Brother/Big 
Sister  program,  and  possibly,  an  exchange 
program  with  other  Caribbean  countries. 
With  new  goals  set,  the  members  of  the  Club 
continue  to  lengthen  their  lists  of  activities, 
anticipating  that  this  year  will  be  better  than 
the  firsL 


In  one  year  the  club  has 
accomplished  much  more 
than  it  expected 


John  Cillo 

A  &  J  Associates 


4435  Washington  Street 
PO  Box  21 

Roslindale,  MA  02131 
(617)  327-0666 


(617)  327-7843  David  Gorin,  president 


David’s  Books,  Inc. 

1876  Centre  St. 

West  Roxbury,  Mass  02132-1092 


•  Pre-Read  Paperbacks* 

•New  Children’s  Hooks  &  Bestsellers* 
•Special  Orders  •  Cards* 
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From  the 
Desk  of  the 
President 


Tameka  Moss,  I 

Hello,  BLS.  My  name  is 
Tameka  Moss  and  I  was  elected  to  be 
the  Senior  Class  President  two  months 
ago.  So  far  my  most  unique  experi¬ 
ence  -besides  being  interviewed  by 
MTV ’s  Allison  Stewart-  has  been  just 
being  a  senior!  All  I  can  say  is  senior 
year  is  the  epitome  of  stress.  Talk 
about  time  management! 

I’m  not  complaining,  though. 

I  wouldn  ’  t  trade  this  year  for  any  other. 
However,  there  are  certain  things  I 
wish  I  had  known  beforehand.  For 
those  of  you  who  are  underclassmen, 
please  take  heed  to  my  words.  1.  Try 
your  best  academically  as  possible. 
Don’t  try  to  “catch  up”  during  Senior 
year  after  having  slacked  off  for  five 
years.  If  you  are  having  problems,  ask 
for  help  immediately.  If  you  don’t 
show  that  you  care,  no  one  will  try  to 
help  you.  2.  Join  clubs  and  organiza¬ 
tions  (both  inside  and  outside  of  school) 
that  interest  you.  Choose  two  or  three 
that  you’ll  be  a  member  of  for  more 
than  three  years.  By  Junior  and  Senior 
year  run  for  club  offices  -you  never 
know  if  you’d  win  until  you  try.  3. 
Start  volunteering  (i.e.  peer  tutoring. 
Generations  a  school  club,  etc.)  as 
soon  as  possible.  4.  Enter  contests  and 
competitions.  Don’t  worry,  because 
you  may  just  surprise  yourself.  5 .  Learn 
how  to  manage  time.  Balancing  aca¬ 
demic,  extracurricular  activities,  and 
social  activities  is  key  to  success  at 
Latin  School.  6.  If  you  work,  never  let 
your  job  take  precedence  over  aca¬ 
demics.  The  money  you  earn  from  a 
job  will  never  equal  what  you  could 
get  from  merit-based  scholarships.  7. 
The  most  important  thing  to  keep  in 
mind  is  enjoy  being  a  teenager!  These 
are  your  most  carefree  years  (even  if 
they  don  ’  t  seem  like  it.)  Don  ’  t  let  BLS , 
teachers,  homework  or  family  prob¬ 
lems  overwhelm  you.  Remember, 
there  is  always  someone  there  to  help. 

I  hope  you  all  enjoy  your 
years  here  at  Latin  as  much  as  I  have. 
Like  all  institutions,  BLS  has  its  share 
of  problems.  J  ust  make  sure  you  try  to 
correct  these  problems  and  you  don’t 
aid  them.  There  are  some  wonderful 
teachers  and  administrators.  Take  the 
time  to  find  out  who  they  are.  No,  not 
all  teachers  in  BLS  like  teaching  or 
even  children.  You’ll  just  have  to  deal 
with  them  like  all  things  in  life. 

Always  keep  in  mind  that 
each  and  every  one  of  you  deserves  to 
be  here.  No  one  can  take  that  away 
from  you.  However,  it’s  up  to  you  to 
prove  this  to  yourselves  and  not  to 
anyone  else. 

I  wish  you  all  much  joy  .peace 
and  approbation  cards. 


Secretary 


Treasurer 


Vice 

President 


Marianne  Staniunas,  I 
Copy  Editor 

Argo:  Well  Sarah,  how  would  you  describe 
your  job,  in  a  nut  shell,  as  Secretary  of  the 
Class  of  1996?" 

Sarah:  To  give  our  class  tangible  proof  that 
we’re  not  making  stuff  up.  (“We”  meaning 
she  and  the  other  class  officers.) 

Sarah  sees  the  role  of  Secretary  as 
that  of  an  “informer”  who  keeps  the  student 
government  records  in  order,  making  the 
actual  “goings-on”  of  their  meetings  acces¬ 
sible  to  every  member  of  the  senior  class. 
However,  she  sees  her  job  as  a  leading 
member  of  Class  I  as  much  more  than  this. 
She  as  Secretary  and  all  of  the  other  class 
officers  represent  the  senior  class  as  a  whole 
and  carry  the  responsibilities  of  this  repre¬ 
sentation  of  the  largest  and  perhaps  the  most 
diverse  class  in  Latin  School’s  recent  his¬ 
tory.  So  far,  she  thinks  that  the  senior  offic¬ 
ers  are  handling  the  situation  very  well. 
Sarah  feels  that  the  class  is  much  more 
united  than  it  is  given  credit  for  and  that  the 
individuals  elected  accurately  and  effec¬ 
tively  reflect  the  diversity  of  the  class.  The 
officers  also  work  together  with  a  desire  to 
cultivate  and  encourage  solidarity  among 
the  seniors.  This  solidarity  has  been  devel¬ 
oping  over  the  years  and  now  only  needs  a 
little  more  support  to  make  it  a  stronger 
reality.  ‘The  Class  Committee  and  officers 
represent  the  unity  of  our  class.  We  are  not 
as  divided  into  cliques  as  we  are  thought  to 
be...  I’ve  seen  as  a  class  that  we’re  willing  to 
work  together.” 

Sarah’s  enthusiasm  for  her  job  and 
for  her  class  is  more  than  apparent;  in  fact, 
just  trying  to  keep  up  with  her  constant 
stream  of  ideas,  comments,  and  words  of 
hopeful  wisdom  from  her  experiences  as 
secretary  exhausted  this  writer.  Yet  exhaus¬ 
tion  is  one  thing  that  Sarah  never  seems  to 
experience,  at  least  in  respect  to  her  thoughts, 
her  plans,  her  efforts,  or  her  aspirations  for 
her  class.  Her  constantly  friendly,  witty 
manner  makes  her  a  very  approachable  of¬ 
ficer  and  encourages  members  of  her  class 
to  question  her.  They  know  that  she’ll  give 
an  open,  honest,  accurate-as-possible  an¬ 
swer  to  any  question  (except  those  concern¬ 
ing  math  -  not  her  department).  She  has  set 
goals  for  her  class  of  appreciation  of  diver¬ 
sity  and  unity  which  she  personally  tries  to 
attain  each  day  in  every  way  possible.  To  top 
it  all  off,  she  takes  great  notes  and  has 
incredible  handwriting. 


Complied  by  Kate  Fruman,  II 
Layout  Editor 

Argo:  Please  tell  the  readers  something 
about  yourself,  your  personal  goals. 
Charlese:  I’m  Charlese  Harris,  treasurer, 
Class  of  ‘96. 1  plan  to  go  to  college  next  year 
and  major  in  some  type  of  social  science. 
My  main  goal  is  to  help  children  because 
I’m  tired  of  seeing  history  repeat  itself  and 
my  people  going  nowhere. 

A:  Why  did  you  decide  to  run  for  treasurer? 
Charlese:  I  ran  because  I  want  to  play  a  part 
in  our  class’  progress  as  BLS  seniors  as  well 
as  BLS  alumni.  I  am  a  strong  believer  in 
unity  and  helping  others.  Through  five 
years  of  Latin  School,  I  realized  that  those 
are  the  two  most  important  things  (next  to 
clean  bathrooms)  that  this  school  lacks.  I 
know  I  will  be  a  positive  influence  because 
I  work  for  my  class  and  not  just  my  tran¬ 
scripts.  I  ran  for  treasurer  because  math  and 
economics  are  my  strong  points  and  favorite 
classes.  It  is  not  just  that  I  was  the  best 
person  for  the  position  but  treasurer  was  the 
best  position  for  me. 

A:  What  do  you  plan  to  do  as  treasurer  ? 
How? 

Charlese:  As  treasurer,  I  plan  to  make  it  as 
easy  as  possible  for  the  senior  class  to  meet 
its  financial  needs.  The  most  important  thing 
that  we  are  working  on  now  is  fundraisers,  I 
say  “we”  because  I  have  the  support  of  the 
Class  Commitee  and  fellow  officers.  We 
are  trying  to  raise  money  to  lower  senior 
fees  (yearbook,  prom,  etc.)  and  also  to 
create  more  scholarships  for  our  class.  There 
are  other  things  we  are  working  on  like 
parking.  We  are  always  open  to  suggestions 
and  questions  so  that  no  one  is  overlooked. 

A:  Where  would  you  like  the  money  you 
raise  to  go? 

As  I  said  before,  we  are  working  on  scholar¬ 
ships  and  I  feel  that  is  the  top  priority.  I  am 
concerned  for  everyone’s  future  and  I  feel  a 
grant  towards  a  college  education  is  well 
deserved  by  every  person  who  walks  across 
that  stage.  There  will  also  be  some  money 
contributed  to  reduce  senior  fees.  These 
fees  are  the  next  priority  because  we  realize 
that  $20  here,  $65  there,  and  $15  in  another 
place  can  really  add  up. 


Compiled  by  Kate  Fruman,  n 
Layout  Editor 

/f  you  have  ever  run  inot  a  frinedly-bear  like 
guy  with  blue  hair  talking  to  one  of  the 
school  administrators,  be  informed  that  it  is 
none  other  than  P.T.  Black,  the  Vice  Presi¬ 
dent  of  Class  of  1996. 

A.rgo:  First  of  all,  why  blue? 

P.T.:  Well,  dying  one’s  hair  is  a  task  not  to 
be  taken  lightly.  For  me,  the  decision  in¬ 
volved  a  comprehensive  search  of  my  ward¬ 
robe  to  determine  what  color  would  match 
best  As  well  as  going  well  with  my  eyes, 
blue  fits  all  my  criteria  nicely.  The  decision 
was  made. 

A:  Why  did  you  run  for  Vice-President? 
P.T.:  Because  I  like  the  sound  of  “P.T.  the 
V.P.”  Seriously  though,  I  ran  for  VP.  be¬ 
cause  I  wanted  to  ensure  that  our  class  has 
people  who  will  be  responsible.  Senior  year 
is  rough,  and  it  is  vital  to  have  a  group  who 
will  represent  the  seniors  to  the  outside 
world.  As  V.P.,  I  know  that  I  could  do  a  good 
job  representing  our  awesome  senior  class. 

A:  What  do  you  expect  to  accomplish?  How? 
P.T.:  I  expect  to  solve  world  hunger  and 
establish  a  Commonwealth  of  Christendom. 
As  one  of  the  Hooge  Moogendes  (High 
Mightiness  -  it’s  Dutch)  of  the  Class  of  ’96, 
I  know  that  we  can  leave  our  special  mark  on 
good  ol’  BLS.  On  a  more  serious  note,  I 
believe  that  the  highest  goal  of  any  elected 
officer  is  to  listen  to  and  work  for  his  or  her 
constituents.  My  ultimate  aim,  therefore,  is 
to  make  our  final  year  at  BLS  as  pleasant  as 
possible,  and  to  continue  the  work  through¬ 
out  our  lives.  Being  a  Boston  Latin  student 
doesn’t  end  after  graduation.  We  will  be  a 
class  forever.  It’s  a  daunting  thought,  but 
also  an  inspiring  one.  My  work,  along  with 
Tameka,  Sarah,  and  Charlese,  will  be  to 
keep  my  class  together  as  long  as  the 
Wolfpack  roars.  So,  if  any  Argo  reader  has 
a  question  about  senior  year,  college,  cam¬ 
paigning,  or  hair  dying,  see  me  in  124. 
That’s  why  I’m  here.  WW. 
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Confession  of  a 
Graduate 

'69  Student  Reflects  Upon  BLS 

By  Ryan  DiAngelis,  VI 
Staff  Writer 

I  recently  interviewed  a  graduate  of  our  school,  Ellen  Howe.  Mrs.  Howe 
graduated  in  1969,  and  is  now  a  fourth  grade  teacher. 

Does  she  think  Boston  Latin  is  worth  its  wait?  Definitely!  Boston  Latin 
provided  her  with  the  most  productive  educational  experience  possible.  She  admits 
that  the  years  between  seventh  and  twelfth  were  the  hardest  academic  years.  Even 
though  she  often  considered  leaving,  she  is  now  very  glad  to  have  stayed  the  entire 
six  years. 

Mrs.  Howe  had  great  difficulty  maintaining  long-term  relationships  with 
friends.  All  of  her  friends  thought  she  was  too  smart  and  a  little  weird.  Once  she  got 
into  college,  however,  she  found  everything  easy,  while  all  of  her  friends  struggled. 

What  does  she  think  about  affirmative  action? 

“I  feel  that  people  should  be  judged  on  individual  merit  and  race  should  not 
play  a  part  I  cannot  understand  why  descendants  that  were  not  involved  in  slavery 
and  other  nationalities  new  to  this  country  receive  preferential  treatment” 

Was  our  school  racially  biased  then?  Not  as  far  as  Mrs.  Howe  can  remember. 
She  attended  well  before  integration  and  Judge  Garrity. 


Are  We  Better? 


Is  BLS 

By  Rachel  Holland-Burkhardt,  VI 
Staff  Writer 

Is  Boston  Latin  School  worth  the 
stay?  Good  question.  My  answer  is  that  it  is 
worth  it,  at  least  after  you  think  about  it. 

During  the  first  few  days  of  school 
at  BLS,  I  mostly  disliked  it  for  several  rea¬ 
sons.  First  of  all,  I  was  not  particularly 
pleased  at  finding  that  I  had  a  number  of 
classes  that  I  would  have  liked,  only  with  no 
one  that  I  knew  in  them.  My  view  of  BLS  got 
off  to  a  bad  start  because  of  this.  Every  few 
nights  I  would  just  start  wondering  “Why 
did  I  ever  think  that  Boston  Latin  was  worth 
all  of  this  trouble?”  Even  though  the  first 
few  days  of  school  are  always  quite  boring, 
I  was  thinking  “Why  is  this  school  consid¬ 
ered  so  good  if  we  don’t  do  anything?” 

Over  the  next  few  days  my  view 
really  changed.  I  was  learning  about  four 
times  more  than  what  I  thought  was  possible 
in  two  or  three  weeks.  In  math  we  covered 
two  or  three  chapters  in  a  few  weeks.  I  used 
to  learn  about  one  chapter  in  that  amount  of 
time.  It  was  the  same  in  nearly  all  of  my 
other  classes.  We  were  covering  more  than 
I  ever  thought  we  would  in  a  short  amount  of 
time.  This  made  me  think  that  if  we  were 
able  to  learn  so  much,  it  would  really  pre¬ 
pare  us  for  almost  anything.  That  alone 
makes  it  worth  the  stay.  Not  that  I  know 
what  I  would  want  to  do  with  most  of  this 
newly  earned  knowledge,  but  who  knows? 
It  probably  will  be  useful  sometime. 


Worth  it? 

Lately,  I’ve  been  adjusting  to  the 
pace.  It  seems  that  in  a  few  weeks  I’ll  beable 
to  let  myself  adm  it  that  BLS  is  a  good  school 
and  worth  the  hard  work.  I  had  thought 
about  leaving  the  first  seven  or  eight  days  of 
school  but  I  didn’t  for  two  reasons.  First,  it 
was  too  much  of  a  bother  to  try  to  transfer; 
second,  I  really  hadn  ’  t  given  the  school  a  fair 
chance.  I  guess  you  could  say  I’m  glad  that 
I  stayed. 

Some  other  kids  that  I  know  had 
similar  opinions.  One  girl  said  that  she  hasn’t 
really  decided  whether  she  thinks  the  school 
is  worth  it.  For  now  her  answer  is  “yes” 
because  it  is  a  better  school  than  some  of  the 
previous  ones  she  went  to.  She  said  that  for 
the  first  day  she  wanted  to  leave,  because 
she  didn’t  feel  like  she  would  ever  have 
friends  in  her  classes  and  the  school  was  so 
much  bigger  than  any  other  schools  that  she 
had  gone  to.  She  didn’t  leave,  however, 
because  she  said  that  she  would  “stick  it  out 
for  at  least  two  years.” 

Another  girl  said ,  after  a  half  m  in  ute 
of  silence,  that  she  didn’t  know,  but  she 
guessed  that  BLS  is  worth  the  stay.  She  said 
that  it  prepares  you  for  a  higher  education. 
Many  other  schools  couldn’t  give  you  this 
type  of  environment  with  the  education  you 
need  to  be  prepared  for  college.  When  asked 
whether  she  ever  thought  of  leaving,  she 
said  that  she  wanted  to  leave  but  not  to  go  to 
another  school.  She  wanted  to  go  back  to 
summer  vacation,  as  she  does  every  year. 


By  Ian  Marlier,  III 
Staff  Editor 

Before  coming  to  Boston  Latin 
School  four  years  ago,  I  (like  everyone  else 
in  the  school.  I’m  sure)  heard  how  much 
work  it  was,  and  how  it  was  the  hardest  and 
best  school  in  the  nation.  I  can  still  remem¬ 
ber  walking  into  the  auditorium  on  the  sec¬ 
ond  day  of  school  sixie  year  and  being 
freaked  out  of  my  mind  by  the  sight  of  Mr. 
Contompasis  standing  up  in  the  front  of  the 
room,  making  dire  predictions  about  our 
chances  of  actually  remaining  at  the  school. 
I  had  a  nagging  fear  for  months  that  if  I 
missed  a  homework  assignment,  they  were 
going  to  punish  me  by  kicking  me  out  so  Mr. 
C.  could  meet  his  “one-out-of-three”  quota. 

So  is  it  really  as  bad  as  Mr. 
Contompasis'' says  it  is?  Do  all  of  predic¬ 
tions  of  a  life  relegated  to  Latin  Academy 
really  come  true?  Is  it  true  that  we,  the 
students  at  BLS  do  3-5  hours  of  homework 
a  night?  My  answer:  no.  Despite  all  that  is 
said  about  BLS,  it  really  is  not  a  hard  school. 
We  receive  an  education  better  than  what  we 
would  be  receiving  at  one  of  the  other  public 
high  schools,  such  as  the  Jeremiah  Burke 
School,  which  lost  its  accreditation  last 
spring.  However,  the  quality  of  education  at 
BLS  is  not  what  it  once  was,  and  certainly  is 
not  up  to  the  standards  of  the  private  schools 
around  Boston,  such  as  the  Winsor  School, 
Belmont  Hill,  Beaver,  or  any  other  school  in 
that  category.  We  receive  our  education 
free  of  tuition,  but  it  is  quite  evident  that  the 
more  you  pay  for  your  education,  the  better 
that  education  is.  BLS  is  stuck  with  books 
which  in  some  cases  are  up  to  20  years  old 
(the  Health  books  are  copyrighted  in  1975), 
teachers  who  have  as  many  as  165  students, 
and  diplomas  which,  as  time  goes  on  are 
losing  more  and  more  of  the  status  that  they 
once  held.  A  BLS  diploma  is  no  longer  the 
free  ride  to  college  it  once  was. 

One  of  the  results  of  this  down¬ 
ward  trend  is  that  teachers  at  BLS  seem  to  no 
longer  consider  it  necessary  to  assign  full 
homework  loads,  give  research  and  other 
papers,  and  overall  to  challenge  their  stu¬ 


dents.  When  you  have  165  students  it  is 
nearly  impossible  to  grade  4-page  papers 
from  all  of  them,  especially  when  you  don’t 
get  paid  overtime  to  stay  up  and  grade. 
Teachers  of  mine  (I  don’t  know  about  the 
rest  of  the  teachers  in  the  school)  have  more 
than  once  taken  personal  days  to  finish  grad¬ 
ing  papers.  I  doubt  that  very  many  students 
at  the  school  would  complain  about  having 
too  little  work,  but  the  fact  is  that  BLS  is 
slipping  away  from  its  stated  purpose  of 
fully  preparing  its  students  to  go  to  a  good 
college  and  to  succeed  once  they  get  there. 
It  is  quite  amazing  to  me  that  students  can 
graduate  from  the  Latin  School  with  their 
only  multi-page  paper  being  their  senior 
paper  to  get  to  college,  and  have  to  go  back 
to  the  beginning  and  learn  how  to  write  a 
paper.  However,  despite  the  pity  of  this  fact, 
I  can’t  lay  the  blame  on  the  teachers.  If  I 
were  a  teacher  I  would  not  have  the  time  or 
the  patience  to  stay  up  every  night,  reading 
and  grading  papers  not  only  on  their  length 
and  the  merits  of  their  title,  but  on  their 
content.  I  have  great  respect  for  the  teachers 
who  have  the  ability  to  teach  the  material, 
the  will  to  make  their  students  work  for  their 
grade,  the  drive  to  get  through  and  grade  all 
of  the  papers,  and  who  care  for  their  students 
enough  to  grade  them  honestly  and  on  the 
content  of  what  they  wrote,  and  not  the 
amount  that  they  wrote. 

It  is  a  problem  when  a  BLS  eighth 
or  ninth  grader  can  get  through  the  year  with 
A’s  and  B’s,  doing  only  20  minutes  to  half 
an  hour  of  homework  a  night.  Despite  the 
fact  that  the  education  one  receives  at  BLS 
is  better  than  that  at  the  other  public  high 
schools  in  the  city,  it  is  not  the  quality  of 
education  that  we  are  led  to  believe  we  will 
receive  when  we  enter  this  school.  Despite 
BLS’  goal  of  preparing  all  of  its  students  to 
go  to  and  succeed  at  the  college  of  their 
choice,  a  BLS  diploma  isn’t  a  free  ticket 
anymore.  I  can  see  the  college  admissions 
officer’s  face  now,  as  he  stands  at  the  door  of 
William’s  or  Harvard,  shaking  his  head  and 
saying  “Sorry,  but  we  don’t  accept  that 
diploma!” 


Artwork  by  Graphics  Art  Editor  Alyssa  Tang,  II 

Why  am  I  still  here? 

By  Rashcena  Howard,  III 
Contributing  Writer 

My  first  year  at  BLS  was  not  too  pleasant.  After  the  first  couple  of  weeks  I  was 
ready  to  go,  but  I  said,  “Hey,  I  didn’t  really  give  the  place  a  chance.”  When  the  first  term 
report  cards  came  out,  I  knew  that  BLS  was  not  the  place  for  me.  Going  from  A’s  to  B’s  to. 
. .  very,  very,  very  low  grades  was  a  drastic,  and  terrifying  change.  I  know  that  this  is  a 
familiar  story  to  some  readers.  The  question  is  “Why  am  I  still  here?” 

Sometimes  I  wonder  why  I’m  still  here,  which  is  natural.  I  could  be  anywhere  else 
doing  1 10%  beuer  without  half  as  much  effort.  It’s  all  in  the  mind  set  of  the  person.  I  for 
one  don’t  want  a  free  ride  through  high  school.  Nothing  is  free  in  life  (and  believe  me, 
Boston  Latin  is  not  giving  outany  free  tickets).  You  receive  the  best  results  when  you  work 
your  hardest.  Another  reason  I’m  still  here  is  to  prove  to  myself  as  well  as  those  who  feel 
I  won  ’  t  make  it  that  I  can.  As  early  as  the  first  day  of  school  this  year,  thoughts  of  transferring 
still  crossed  my  mind.  Now,  I  see  graduating  from  Latin  as  a  goal.  I’m  already  over  the  half 
way  mark  and  there’s  no  turning  back  now.  My  third  reason  is  simply  with  the  name  Boston 
Latin  behind  you,  there’s  no  losing.  On  job  applications,  college  applications,  during 
interviews,  I’m  always  sure  to  let  everyone  know  that  I  attend  BLS.  My  very  last  reason  for 
staying  are  for  my  best  friends  at  Latin  who  always  knew  I  wouldn ’t  be  going  anywhere  until 
graduation  day.  Thank  you  to  all. 
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Locker  Discrimination 


By  Julie  Natola,  III 
Staff  Writer 

A  sporting  event,  peculiar  to  BLS,  plays  itself  out  in  the 
corridors  of  the  school  on  a  daily  basis.  Jane  Sophomore  arrives  at 
the  rear  entrance  of  the  school  at  7:51;  she  has  only  four  minutes 
to  run  up  to  her  locker,  located  outside  of  room  326,  and  then  back 
down  to  homeroom  223.  She  tries  to  estimate  whether  or  not  she 
will  have  enough  time  to  accomplish  this  track  and  Field  event  and 
still  be  in  her  seat  when  the  bell  rings.  Uncertain  about  her  decision, 
she,  nevertheless,  sprints  up  three  flights,  along  the  corridor,  and 
back  down  one 
flight.  Unfortu¬ 
nately  for  Jane, 
when  she  is  twelve 
feet  short  of  the  fin¬ 
ish  line,  the  bell 
rings.  Another  glo¬ 
rious  day  has  be¬ 
gun  with  a  panic  at¬ 
tack! 

While 
some  students  will 
dismiss  this  sce¬ 
nario  and  accept  a 
detention,  there  are 
others  for  whom 
detention  is  not  an 
acceptable  option 
(i.e.,  athletes,  work¬ 
ing  students,  those 
with  time-critical 
home  responsibilities).  The  glib  solution  is  to  say,  “Leave  home 
five  minutes  earlier.”  However,  that  does  not  solve  the  problem  of 
intra-diem  corridor  events. 

A  homeroom  is  on  one  floor  while  lockers  assigned  to  it 
are  on  another.  Is  this  a  widespread  practice  or  just  the  exception 
to  the  rule?  In  an  effort  to  find  out,  I  spoke  to  Mr.  Pratt,  “the  locker 
guy,”  regarding  the  BLS  locker  policy.  I  asked  him  what  method 
is  used  for  determining  which  lockers  go  to  which  homerooms. 

Mr.  Pratt  stated  that  there  are  lockers  outside  of  most 
homerooms;  however,  there  are  usually  not  enough  to  accommo¬ 
date  every  student  in  the  homeroom.  Let’s  assume  that  there  are 
twenty-five  lockers  outside  of  a  given  homeroom  and  that  there  are 
thirty-two  students  in  that  homeroom.  The  first  twenty-five,  alpha¬ 
betically,  will  win  the  prize  locker  assignments.  The  remaining 
alphabetically-challenged  students  will  get  the  nearest  leftover 
surplus  lockers. 

If  the  locker  must  be  on  a  different  floor,  Mr.  Pratt  tries  to 
locate  it  directly  above  or  below  the  student’s  homeroom  in  order 
to  minimize  the  distance.  This  practice,  often  times,  flies  in  the  face 
of  student  preferences  and  leads  to  discontent  and  a  sharing  of 
lockers  by  disgruntled  students. 

One  might  think  that  by  1995  a  workable  plan  should 
have  been  designed.  However,  Mr.  Pratt  pointed  out  the  fact  that, 
while  rooms  remain  the  same  year  after  year,  their  use  as  homerooms 
is  not  fixed.  One  can  only  imagine  the  variables  involved;  the  set 
of  lockers  located  outside  a  specific  room  is  part  of  the  solution  one 
year  and  part  of  the  problem  the  next. 

Ultimately,  I  disagree  with  the  practice  which  discrimi¬ 
nates  against  students  with  end-of-the-alphabet  last  names.  If 
one’s  last  name  begins  with  any  of  the  first  thirteen  letters  of  the 
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By  Feng  Yuan  Xu,  IV 
Staff  Writer 

Ttiere  are  many  kinds  of  discrimination  this  world.  We 
have  all  heard  of  race  discrimination,  sex  discrimination,  and  even 
discrimination  against  different  age  groups.  But  you  probably 
haven’t  heard  of  name  discrimination.  This  type  of  discrimination 
doesn’t  occur  a  lot  when  itcomes  to  applying  for  jobs  and  schools, 
but  name  discriminations  is  a  big  problem  at  Boston  Latin  School. 

A  big  school  like  BLS  needs  to  be  organized  and  in  order, 
but  it  seems  that  everything  has  to  be  organized  alphabetically. 

Lockers,  seating 
assignments,  and 
books  are  all  given 
out  alphabetically 
according  to  the 
students’  last 
names.  This  cre¬ 
ates  a  lot  of  incon¬ 
venience  for  those 
students  who  have 
last  names  near  the 
end  of  the  alpha¬ 
bet.  They  always 
get  the  leftovers. 

These 
students  always  get 
stuck  with  the  lock¬ 
ers  furthest  away 
from  homeroom  in 
the  most  inconve¬ 
nient  places.  A  lot 
of  us  even  have  those  lockers  that  are  half  the  size  of  everyone 
else’s  and  are  stacked  up  on  top  of  each  other.  This  means  that 
those  of  us  with  last  names  near  the  end  of  the  alphabet  have  to 
carry  more  books  around  with  us  than  others.  And  when  R5  comes 
and  we  finally  get  to  go  to  our  lockers,  the  brown  lockers  that  are 
stacked  together  creates  big  problems.  There  are  twice  the  amount 
of  peopleat  these  lockers  than  at  a  regular  row  of  lockers.  Half  the 
students  have  to  kneel  on  the  floor  and  half  has  to  stand  on  their 
toes  to  reach  their  books.  With  heads,  arms,  feet,  and  book  bags 
flying  around,  these  places  can  be  very  confusing  and  scary. 

Most  teachers  give  seats  alphabetically,  and  of  course 
students  with  the  last  names  at  the  end  of  the  alphabet  sit  in  the 
back.  This  creates  problems  for  students  who  can’t  hear  or  see  that 
well.  These  students  would  have  less  accurate  notes  and  a  smaller 
opportunity  to  do  well  on  tests.  Not  to  mention  that  when  test  time 
does  come,  the  students  in  the  back  can  cheat  more  easily  than 
others.  And  teachers  call  on  students  in  the  front  more  then  they 
call  on  those  in  the  back,  so  it  is  unfair  to  shy  students  who  happen 
to  sit  in  the  front  and  the  loquacious  ones  who  sit  in  the  back.  In  my 
Health  class  in  8th  grade  I  had  to  sit  on  the  floor  for  the  entire  year. 
If  there  was  somebody  absent  I  got  to  sit  in  their  seat,  but  if  there 
wasn’t  I  simply  sat  on  a  stack  of  books  and  took  notes  with  my 
notebook  on  my  lap. 

Most  of  the  books  we  have  at  BLS  are  pretty  old  and  beat 
up.  When  that  shipment  of  books  printed  in  this  decade  finally 
come  in,  it  is  handed  out  alphabetically.  If  there  are  not  enough 
new  books,  guess  who  has  to  use  the  old  ones?  Trying  to  read  the 
text  when  there  is  a  whole  bunch  of  graffiti  like  “S  .K. + J.M.  4-eva” 
written  over  the  text  is  not  easy.  All  those  ripped  pages  makes  it 
difficult  to  understand  the  book.  This  will  have  a  negative  effect 

Xu  Continued  on  pg.  12 


9 

Is  BLS  Really  Worth 
the  Stay? 

Definitely!  At  times 
I  wasn  ’  t  sure  i  f  it  was 
worth  all  the  work 
and  worries,  but 
now,  especially 
since  I  have  begun 
applying  to  various 
Julie  Galvin,  I  colleges,  I  can  really 

see  how  well  prepared  I  am,  and  how  well 
recognized  BLS  really  is.  Admissions  per¬ 
sonnel  are  really  impressed  when  they  see 
BLS  on  a  transcript,  because  they  know 
about  our  curriculum  and  the  type  of  deter¬ 
mined  students  BLS  has  produced.  Sticking 
with  BLS  was  probably  one  of  the  most 
beneficial  decisions  I  could  have  made. 

Yes,  because  there 
are  few  schools  in 
our  city  worth  trans¬ 
ferring  to,  and  most 
don’t  have  the  high 
academic  standards 
we  do.  Most  also 
Matthew  O'Shea,  II  don’t  have  the  strong 
sense  of  family  that  our  student  body  has. 

Yes,  because  it  pro¬ 
vides  a  good  educa¬ 
tion,  and  even 
though  it  might  be 
tough,  it  will  be 
worth  it  when  we 
graduate  (that  is,  if 
we  graduate).  It  is 
definitely  worth  the  stay  because  otherwise 
I’d  be  in  an  easy  school  where  you  could  cut 
all  your  classes  and  still  get  an  A  or  B. 
Although  this  might  sound  great  to  some,  I 
don’t  want  to  throw  away  my  life. 

I  personally  think 
that  BLS  is  worth  the 
stay  because  it  is  a 
very  good  school, 
and  although  it  is 
hard  at  times,  it  is 
worth  it.  I  entered 
David  F.  Walters,  IV  Boston  Latin  School 
in  the  7th  grade,  and  I  got  kept  back.  I  was 
not  happy,  but  I  stayed,  and  after  the  second 
time  around  in  the  7th  grade,  I  transferred  to 
the  Martin  Luther  King  School.  That  was 
when  I  realized  that  I  gave  up  a  very  good 
thing,  and  that  I  made  the  wrong  decision, 
because  all  the  work  seemed  too  easy.  I  was 
getting  A’s  and  B’s  without  working  hard. 
So  I  decided  to  take  the  test  again  and  I 
passed.  Now  I  am  back,  and  I  am  trying  hard. 
Although  I  am  struggling,  I  think  I  will  stick 
with  it.  I  think  if  you  try  as  hard  as  you  can 
you  will  make  it  through.  Boston  Latin 
School  is  worth  the  stay. 


Seth  Hardy,  III 


By  Talia  Whyte,  III 
Staff  Writer 

It  is  homeroom  period  and  every¬ 
one  is  rushing  busily  to  catch  up  on  some 
homework  they  should’ve  done  the  night 
before.  The  homeroom  teacher  is  at  his  desk 
waiting  for  the  bell  to  ring.  Suddenly  a 
sound  comes  over  the  small  loudspeaker  on 
the  wall.  “I  pledge  allegiance  to  the  flag. . .” 
As  the  voice  goes  on  with  the  pledge,  all  the 
Latin  scholars  in  the  room  continue  with 
their  work  assiduously,  as  if  no  one  is  speak¬ 
ing. 

There  are  many  reasons  why  some 
students  don’t  recognize  the  American  flag. 
Some  say  it’s  really  not  a  big  deal  to  salute 
the  flag.  Others  say  it  doesn’t  “represent” 
them.  You  know  who  I’m  talking  about.  We 
have  all  met  or  seen  someone  like  this.  They 


Pledge 

always  say  things  like  ‘That  flag  doesn’t 
represent  me.  It  disrespects  me  and  my  people 

because  we  are _ ”  (fill  in  the  blank.)  Well, 

no  matter  what  anyone  believes,  it  should  be 
given  some  respect  and  gratitude.  You  have 

When  you  salute  the  flag 
you  are  saluting  the 
American  government... 

to  really  look  at  this  closely.  When  you 
salute  the  flag,  you’re  saluting  the  American 
government  along  with  other  things  that 
make  this  country  the  greatest  country  in  the 
world.  When  you  salute  the  American  gov¬ 
ernment,  you  are  thanking  them  for  all  the 
things  they  do  for  public  schools. 

Okay,  most  public  schools  prob¬ 
ably  aren’t  lavishly  embellished  with  lovely 
facilities,  equipment,  and  in  some  cases. 


teachers,  but  some  students  don’t  even  ap¬ 
preciate  the  things  that  they  do  have.  Look 
inside  the  lavatories  of  this  school  and  ab¬ 
sorb  all  the  vandalism  bestowed  on  the  walls. 
Some  people  really  don’t  understand  how 
disgusting  that  looks.  The  great  mayor  of 
Boston,  the  honorable  Thomas  Menino,  was 
gracious  enough  to  buy  brand  new  text¬ 
books  for  the  Boston  Public  Schools.  I  won¬ 
der  how  long  those  book  are  going  to  last. 
Have  you  looked  inside  some  of  the  older, 
used  books  lately?  Some  of  them  either  have 
missing  pages  or  no  front  covers.  Many  of 
them  are  filled  up  to  capacity  with  drawings 
and  obscenities. 

I  believe  that  students  should  be 
more  aware  of  these  issues.  So,  the  next  time 
you  hear  the  Pledge  of  Allegiance,  get  up 
and  give  thanks  to  the  people  who  made  it 
possible  for  you  to  be  here. 


I  think  BLS  is  a  good 
school,  but  they  put 
too  much  pressure 
on  us  as  students. 
Some  of  us  have  no 
time  to  do  any  extra¬ 
curricular  activities 
Amanda  Mezzetti.V  after  school.  We  also 
need  a  few  subjects  that  other  schools  have, 
such  as  Home  Ec.,  Wood  Shop,  etc. 

I  think  BLS  is  worth 
the  stay  because  I 
think  it  is  a  great 
school.  So  far  ev¬ 
eryone  is  nice  to  me, 
and  this  is  a  sur¬ 
prise,  because  I  am 
Krissy  Nguyen,  VI  a  sixie.  I  also  think 
that  the  education  is  really  good  if  I  just 
concentrate  on  studying.  The  teachers  are 
very  nice  here,  and  I  am  making  great  friends. 
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Ms.  Andrade  Mrs.  Turnbaugh 


Ms.  Andrade 
By  Sarah  Carter,  III 
Staff  Writer 


In  the  seventh  grade  I  decided  to 
take  German,  and  as  a  result  I  have  not  met 
many  French  teachers.  RecenUy,  I  had  the 
pleasure  of  meeting  Ms.  Andrade  who  has 
been  teaching  French  to  eager  students  in 
the  eighth,  ninth  and  tenth  grades  at  our 
school  since  1991.  Last  year  Ms.  Andrade 
took  a  year  off  from  her  teaching  to  pursue 


her  doctorate  degree  at  Harvard  University. 
She  is  a  self  assured  and  easy  woman  to 
speak  with  and  I  found  her  to  be  a  dedicated 
teacher  and  an  interesting  person. 

Ms.  Andrade,  a  native  of  Rhode 
Island,  received  a  classical  education  much 
like  the  one  offered  here  at  the  Classical 
High  School.  She  was  a  violinist  in  the 
Rhode  Island  Philharmonic  Youth  Orches¬ 
tra.  After  high  school,  she  went  on  to 
Brandeis  University,  where  she  majored  in 
French.  In  addition  to  her  scholarly  pur¬ 
suits,  she  became  a  nationally  ranked  fencer. 
Upon  graduation  she  spent  ten  years  as  an 
education  consultant  and  eight  years  as  a 
computer  system  analyst. 

Having  received  a  classical  educa¬ 
tion,  she  wants  us  to  realize  that  “Latin 
School  is  worth  all  the  headaches,  all  the 
hard  work  and  all  the  frustration.”  When  I 
asked  Ms.  Andrade  about  her  teaching  style, 
she  replied  that  she  takes  her  teaching  re¬ 
sponsibilities  seriously  but  she  does  try  to 
maintain  a  sense  of  humor  in  class. 

I  asked  her  what,  if  anything  has 
changed  about  our  school  in  the  past  year. 
With  a  smile  she  replied,  “More  paper 
work.” 

Welcome  Back! 


By  Dana  Rooney,  V 
and  Kate  Chevarley,  V 
Staff  Writers 

As  some  of  you  already  know, 
there’s  a  new  face  at  BLS.  Mrs.  Turnbaugh 
is  the  new  sixie  music  teacher  and  eighth 
grade  Connections  art  teacher  who  co- works 
with  Ms.  Wong-Ho.  When  asked  about  co¬ 
teaching  with  Ms.  Wong-Ho  she  answered, 
“It’s  very  nice  to  work  with  someone  who 
has  such  great  ideas  and  is  so  enthusiastic 
about  her  work.” 

Mrs.  T umbaugh  was  bom  and  grew 
up  in  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania.  At  the  age 
of  five,  she  began  to  show  her  musical  talent 
by  pretending  to  play  the  piano  on  her  kitchen 
table.  Mrs.  Tumbough  attended  Knoch  High 
School  in  Saxenberg,  Pennsylvania  and 
graduated  from  Duquesne  University.  She 
decided  to  move  to  Boston  because  she  was 
interested  in  the  arts.  She  attended  the  New 
England  Conservatory  where  she  majored 
in  piano  performance.  Before  coming  to 


BLS,  she  taught  music  at  the  Dana  Hall 
School  in  Wellesley  and  the  Brookline  Music 
School.  Mrs.  Turnbaugh  is  interested  in 
theater  and  has  been  in  commercials. 

She  decided  to  teach  at  BLS  be¬ 
cause  she  wanted  to  take  an  active  part  in  her 
daughter  Emma’s  education.  Emma  is  an 
eighth  grader  here  at  BLS.  Mrs.  Turnbaugh 
also  has  a  fifteen  year  old  son  and  a  dog 
named  Killer.  In  her  spare  time  Mrs. 
Turnbaugh  enjoys  practicing  the  piano,  gar¬ 
dening,  acting,  sleeping,  most  of  all,  spend¬ 
ing  time  with  her  family. 

In  her  opinion,  the  best  thing  about 
BLS  is  that  the  students  interact  well  with 
each  other.  The  worst  thing  is  having  to 
wake  up  at  6  a.m.  We  could  tell  that  Mrs. 
Turnbaugh  enjoys  teaching  and  does  a  good 
job.  She  said,  “I  want  to  make  learning 
interesting  and  I  want  my  students  to  appre¬ 
ciate  music  and  art.”  Mrs.  T umbaugh  would 
like  to  thank  everyone  for  making  her  feel 
so  welcome. 


Spaced 

Out 


By  Lisa  Kenney,  VI 
Contributing  Writer 

After  six  unsuccessful  attempts  at 
a  launch,  the  space  shutde  Columbia  finally 
lifted  off  on  attempt  number  seven  on  Octo¬ 
ber  20.  I’m  sure  the  crew  was  more  anxious 
than  we  were,  but  we  were  quite  happy  when 
it  did  lift  off.  After  all,  my  cousin  is  on 
board.  Imagine,  we  have  an  astronaut  in  the 
family.  Dr.  Albert  Sacco,  the  head  of  the 


Dr.  Sacco  is  performing 
many  experiments  aboard 
Columbia's  United  States 
Microgravity  Laboratory-2 


Chemical  Engineering  Department  at 
Worcester  Poly-Tech,  is  my  cousin. 

Dr.  Sacco  is  performing  many  ex¬ 
periments  aboard  Columbia's  United  States 
Microgravity  Laboratory-2.  Some  of  them 
involve  the  use  of  zeolite  crystals,  which,  if 
successful,  could  have  a  huge  impact  on  our 
oil  imports. 

I  got  to  meet  “Alby”  in  March  of 
this  year  at  a  family  reunion.  He  showed  us 
a  slide  show  of  his  training  and  a  video.  He 
gave  us  autographed  pictures  of  himself  in 
his  NASA  suit,  and  we  got  to  sign  up  to  be 
invited  to  NAS  A  in  Florida  to  personally  see 
the  lift-off.  Unfortunately ,  we  couldn  ’  t  make 
it. 

Hopefully,  this  mission  will  be  so 
successful  that  they’ll  ask  him  to  go  again. 
May  be  that ’ll  be  the  one  we  get  to  watch.  He 
should  be  touching  down  on  or  about  No¬ 
vember  5  so  keep  an  eye  out  for  my  cousin 
-  the  astronaut.  You  can  also  watch  him  on 
cable:  channel  B-35.  He’ll  be  there,  too! 


Censure  Book 


By  Kent  Lam,  II 
Assistant  Copy  Editor 

The  years  between  1930  and  1960 
were,  no  doubt,  filled  with  academic  excel¬ 
lence  showcasing  Boston  Latin  School’s 
outstanding  ability  in  educating  young  men. 
Yet  few  know  what  really  went  on  here 
aside  from  the  aca¬ 
demics,  and  few 
know  what  the 
“young  men”  did  to 
amuse  themselves 
from  the  pre-war  de¬ 
cades  through  the 
pre-hippie  stage  of 
America.  The  Cen¬ 
sure  Book,  a  big  red 
book  that  is  sixty-five 
years  old,  provides 
the  answers  to  fill  in 
the  blanks.  It  con¬ 
tains  all  the  reasons 
for  the  censuring  of 
every  student  who 
broke  the  rules. 

Back  then, 
infractions  such  as 
truancy,  cutting 
class,  and  smoking 
on  school  property 
were  commonplace. 

A  disturbing  number  of  students  were 
charged  with  drawing  obscene  pictures, 
obscene  writing,  and  the  possession  or  show¬ 
ing  of  obscene  literature  and  magazines  -  but 
that  should  be  expected  in  an  all -male  school. 
A  number  of  young  men  also  began  the 
trend  of  throwing  objects  inside  the  class¬ 
room  and  out  of  the  window  as  early  as 
1936.  This  trend  persisted  throughout  the 
history  of  the  Censure  Book,  evolving  from 
chalk,  blackboard  erasers,  and  spitballs  to 
paper  darts,  books,  and  missiles. 

Every  rule  broken  by  the  hundreds 
of  young  men,  as  well  as  the  date  of  censure 
and  the  homeroom  and  class  of  each  student. 


were  handwritten  into  the  Censure  Book  to 
be  documented  forever.  From  the  humorous 
to  the  shocking,  here  is  a  sampling  of  the 
crimes  listed  in  the  book: 

•  Setting  fire  to  a  desk 

•  Bringing  a  blank  cartridge  to  school 

•  Lighting  a  blank  cartridge 


Lighting  matches  in  a  classroom 
Setting  off  firecrackers  in  a  classroom 
Lighting  matches  and  pushing  them  in  a 
boy’s  face 

Throwing  a  lighted  match  during  a  fire  drill 
Throwing  a  milk  botde  down  a  ventilator 
Throwing  raisins  around  a  classroom 
Throwing  an  apple  out  of  a  window  into  the 
parking  lot 

Throwing  a  chair  out  of  a  window 
Throwing  an  electric  light  bulb  out  of  a 
window  into  the  parking  lot 
Throwing  a  boy’s  book  out  of  a  window 
Dropping  a  lighted  cigarette  down  a  boy’s 
back 


Hitting  a  boy  in  the  eye  with  an  elastic 
Spitting  on  a  boy’s  back 
Tripping  a  boy 

Maliciously  destroying  a  boy’s  shirt  by 
obscene  writing 

Causing  eye  injury  to  a  boy  by  flipping  a 
paper  clip 

Causing  eye  injury  to  a  boy  by  shooting  a 
pellet 

•  Causing  injury  to 
another  boy  by 
puncturing  buttocks 
with  a  pen 

•  Putting  a  thumb  tack 
on  a  boy’s  chair 
•Placing  a  screw  on  a 

Master’s  chair 

•  Placing  dangerous 
object  on  a  Master’s 
chair 

•  Opening  a  drawer 
in  a  Master’s  desk 

•  Stealing  pens  and 
pencils  from  class¬ 
mates 

•  Tearing  pages  from 
books  and  ripping 
them  into  pieces 

•  Mutilating  a  library 
book 

•Calling  to  a  girl  out¬ 
side  the  building 

•  Flooding  a  toilet 

•  Blackmail 

•  Petty  extortion 

•  Bringing  a  loaded  revolver  to  school 

•  Alteration  of  a  birth  record 

Less  interesting  violations  included 
forgery,  lying,  fighting,  and  cheating. 

It’s  nice  to  know  that  we  go  to 
school  with  people  who  are  capable  of  doing 
anything  listed  above.  For  all  we  know, 
some  of  those  acts  have  been  probably  com¬ 
mitted  in  the  past  couple  of  years.  But  we 
might  have  to  wait  another  sixty-five  years 
to  read  about  it 
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“Sir,  if  a  man  has  experienced  the  inexpress¬ 
ible,  he  is  under  no  obligation  to  attempt  to 
express  it.” 

-Samuel  Johnson 

Hello  from  Vershire! 

That  quote  really  made  me  think 
about  my  purpose  in  writing  these  articles.  I 
can  never  express  how  much  this  place  does 
for  me  emotionally,  but  I  do  think  it’ s  neces¬ 
sary  to  let  the  rest  of  you  know  how  great  it 
is  here,  so 
that  hopc- 
fully 
you’ll  be 
able  to  ex¬ 
perience  it 
one  day. 

Maybe 
not  at  the 
Mountain 
School, 
but  there’s 
always  a 
need  for 
some 
young  or- 
g  a  n  i  c 
farmers! 


A  Quaint  Sight:  Shauna's  dorm  house  at  The 

Mountain  School  in  Vermont. 

this. 


non-profit  organization,  and  ate  breakfast  at 
seven.  We  heard  testimony  until  lunch,  and 
during  lunch  we  tried  to  persuade  each  other 
to  vote  for  our  issues.  Fortunately,  people 
voted  overwhelmingly  for  lowering  subsi¬ 
dies.  It  was  a  great  experience  doing  in- 
depth  research  on  a  specific  topic,  and  giv¬ 
ing  a  speech  on  it.  They’re  necessary  skills 
but  they’re  often  not  cultivated  by  tradi¬ 
tional  curriculum.  We’re  also  going  to  be 

writing  let¬ 
ters,  on  a 
student’s 
sugges¬ 
tion,  to 
govern¬ 
ment  offi¬ 
cials  about 
one  of  the 
issues  we 
feel  par¬ 
ticularly 
strong 
about, 
which  I’m 
really  ex¬ 
cited  about 


It’s  been  a  very  busy  month  since 
my  last  article.  We’re  finishing  up  the  last  of 
the  harvest  now  -  rutabagas,  potatoes,  and 
beets  are  the  last  to  come  up.  We’ve  had  our 
first  “sticking”  snow  just  today  actually.  My 
chore  now  is  pullets  (egg  chickens).  I  feed 
them  and  give  them  oyster  shells  to  make 
their  eggs  strong,  pebbles  to  help  them  di¬ 
gest  their  food,  and  of  course,  water.  Since 
I  do  my  chore  at  seven  in  the  morning,  I 
don’t  collect  the  eggs,  because  they  don’t 
start  laying  until  they’ve  been  awake  for  a 
few  hours.  I  love  them.  I  have  conversations 
with  them:  scolding,  pleading,  teasing. 
They’re  so  funny;  they  peck  at  me  all  the 
time  and  they  have  favorite  areas  where  they 
lay  their  eggs.  One  morning  before  daylight 
savings  it  was  still  black  when  I  went  to  feed 
them.  I  had  to  turn  on  a  light  to  do  my  work, 
and  as  soon  as  I  did  the  rooster  crowed, 
waking  up  all  the  chickens  (there’s  probably 
about  100),  and  they  all  began  making  their 
usual  clucking  noises.  When  I  had  to  leave 
and  turn  off  the  light,  they  all  got  immedi¬ 
ately  silent.  I  guess  it  isn’t  as  funny  if  you 
weren’t  there. 

Last  week  was  Hell  Week  here. 
The  reason  was  the  Environmental  Summit 
-  a  mock  Congressional  meeting  in  which 
there  were  four  issues  to  be  voted  on.  We 
were  divided  into  four  groups,  and  each 
group  testified  in  front  of  the  other  three 
groups,  who  made  up  the  “Congress.”  The 
issues  were:  whether  to  continue  govern¬ 
ment  subsidies  on  crops  in  the  Farm  Bill; 
whether  to  transfer  the  B  ureau  of  Land  Man¬ 
agement's  land  from  the  federal  government 
to  state  government  in  eleven  states;  whether 
to  drill  for  oil  in  the  Arctic  National  Wildlife 
Refuge  (ANWR)  in  Alaska;  and  whether  to 
adapt  a  habitat  as  long  as  the  animal  isn’t 
killed  in  the  process.  Each  group  made  an 
even  sided  argument  for  an  hour  (yes!  three 
hours  of  listening  to  testimony!).  I  was  work¬ 
ing  on  the  Farm  Bill  -  specifically  from  the 
perspective  of  the  Public  V oice  for  Food  and 
Health  Policy ,  an  organization  which  is  con¬ 
cerned  with  hunger  in  America.  It  was  great 
using  the  Internet  to  find  organizations  that 
would  have  information  on  the  seemingly 
remote  connection  between  farm  subsidies 
and  hunger  in  America.  Fortunately,  I  did.  I 
called  organizations  in  Washington,  D.C., 
Oregon,  and  Boston.  The  research  was  the 
hard  part,  but  I  also  had  to  write  a  five 
minute  speech.  I  worked  on  it  until  midnight 
the  night  before,  woke  up  at  four  in  the 
morning,  worked  on  it  until  six,  fed  the 
chickens,  came  back,  took  a  shower,  got 
dressed  up  to  look  like  the  director  of  a  large 


Interestingly,  we  also  voted  not  to 
drill  for  oil  in  ANWR.  At  the  same  time  we 
voted  no,  the  real  Congress  voted  to  drill. 
After  hearing  both  sides,  it  made  me  realize 
how  much  we  should  pay  attention  to  what 
Congress  is  deciding  -  it  often  isn’t  what  we 
would  decide. 

The  same  day,  we  ran  the  Hallow¬ 
een  party  for  the  kids  in  Vershire.  I  was  a 
witch  running  the  doughnut-on-a-rope  game. 
There  was  also  face  painting,  palm  reading, 
a  haunted  house,  bean-bag  toss,  and  shave- 
a-balloon.  It  wasn’t  a  huge  party  -  the  town 
only  has  a  population  of  500  -  but  it’s  the 
biggest  event  the  town  throws  for  the  kids  all 
year.  It  was  a  great  way  to  spend  my  Hallow¬ 
een. 

One  of  the  biggest  events  of  my 
semester  here  has  past  -  solo.  On  solo  I  spent 
four  days  and  three  nights  alone  in  the  woods. 
My  group  of  eleven  students  and  two  adults 
drove  to  our  site  in  the  Groton  Mountains  in 
New  Hampshire  on  Wednesday  morning. 
From  there 
we  hiked 
about  a  mile 
and  a  half  to 
“base  camp,” 
where  the 
adults,  Fletch 
and  Cale, 
would  be 
camping. 

Our  indi¬ 
vidual  sites 
made  a  line, 
with  base 
camp  in  the 


middle. Each  Circle  of  Friends:  Shauna  with  the  Groton  group 
site  was  200  after  they  survived  four  days  and  three  nights  alone  in 

yards  from  the  wilderness. 
the  next  -  far  enough  so  we  couldn  ’  t  see  each 
other  squatting  to  go  to  the  bathroom,  but 
close  enough  for  our  emergency  whistle 
chain  back  to  base  camp  to  be  effective.  We 
carried  what  we  needed  for  solo  on  our 
backs  with  frame  packs  that  weighed  about 
75  pounds  -  food,  clothes,  sleeping  bags, 
tarps  (we  didn’t  have  tents,  so  we  used  rope 
to  keep  our  tarps  up),  journals,  cameras,  and 
of  course,  toilet  paper.  I  got  a  lot  of  reading 
and  writing  in  my  journal  done,  as  well  as 
lots  of  letters.  There  are  two  purposes  for 
solo:  to  convince  us  that  we  can  survive  in 
the  “wilderness,”  and  to  go  give  us  time  to 
think  without  distraction.  I  definitely  did  a 
lot  of  thinking,  but  I  don  ’  t  kno  w  whether  I  ’  m 
convinced  that  I  can  survive.  I  hated  it  at 
night  -  I’ve  never  seen  such  darkness.  I  was 
convinced  that  every  noise  I  heard  was  a 


large  animal  waiting  to  eat  me.  I  wasn’t 
mistaken  about  my  situation,  either:  three 
people  at  Groton  saw  a  black  bear,  and  there 
were  lots  of  moose  droppings.  I  only  saw 
two  squirrels,  a  mouse,  and  LOTS  of  in¬ 
sects,  including  some  really  annoying  tiny 
little  slugs  that  somehow  got  into  every¬ 
thing.  At  first  I  thought  the  food  was  really 
cool:  I  had  it  all  rationed  out  to  make  sure 
that  I  wouldn’t  be  stuck  with  the  gross  food 
the  last  day.  But  by  the  end,  more  granola 
was  the  last  thing  in  the  entire  world  I 
wanted  to  eat.  It  was  also  fun  because  we  had 
gone  through  all  sorts  of  training  to  ensure 
wedidn’tgethypothermia.  One  way  is  to  eat 
lots  of  fatty  foods,  which  fortunately  in¬ 
cludes  chocolate.  We  were  supposed  to  drink 
eight  cups  or  more  of  water  each  day,  al¬ 
though  I  averaged  three  or  four;  maybe  I 
wasn’t  thirsty,  or  maybe  it  was  the  fact  that 
we  had  to  get  water  from  a  stream ,  put  iodine 
tablets  in  it,  and  wait  twenty  minutes  until  it 
was  allegedly  potable.  You  don’t  realize 
how  much  the  absence  of  people  means  to 
you  until  you  see  them  after  a  long  absence. 
When  I  was  picked  up  at  my  sight  on  Satur¬ 
day,  I  was  so  excited  I  fell  on  my  way  down 
the  hill.  One 
of  the  best 
parts  of  the 
trip  was 
walking 
back  with 
ten  friends 
who 
smelled  just 
as  bad  as  I 
did  (we 
hadn’t  taken 
a  shower  or 
changed 

clothes  for  _ 

four  days).  My  Best  Friend: 
and  were  protecting  mule. 
just  as  excited  to  see  other  people  as  I  was. 
In  the  van  ride  back  we  sped,  ate  Fig  New¬ 
tons,  and  sang  loudly  to  cheesy  songs.  It  was 
great 

Another  big  event  here  has  been 
slaughtering.  I  told  you  about  chickens 
(which  I  unfortunately  did  not  participate 

in)  in  the  last 
issue.  Now 
it’s  turkeys; 
Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  is  still 
three  weeks 
away,  but 
the  turkeys 
have 
stopped 
growing,  so 
it’snousein 
keeping 
them  alive 
any  longer. 
We  put  the 
chickens  in 
cones  up¬ 
side-down,  so  their  heads  stuck  out  of  a  hole 
at  the  bottom,  and  we  justcutthem  off.  They 
really  do  jerk  around  for  a  while  after  you 
kill  them;  one  actually  jumped  out  of  the 
cone  onto  the  slaughterer’s  head,  spraying 
blood  everywhere.  The  turkeys  are  huge. 
They  don’t  fit  in  the  cones  so  one  person 
holds  them  down  on  a  stump  while  another 
uses  an  ax  to  chop  off  their  head  (we  com¬ 
post  all  organic  material  for  our  garden,  so 
we  still  had  the  heads  lying  around  when 
two  of  the  dogs  found  them  and  brought 
them  out  to  where  people  were  sitting). 
Someone  told  me  that  one  of  the  turkeys 
bounced  50  feet,  but  I  think  that’s  an  exag¬ 
geration.  After  they  are  killed  they  are 
plucked  by  a  defeathering  machine  with 
rubber  “fingers."  Gutting  them  is  the  really 
interesting  part.  It’s  kind  of  nasty  that  it’s 


still  warm  and  bloody  when  you  reach  in¬ 
side,  but  you  get  over  it  quickly.  First  you 
cut  out  their  gizzard  -  if  it  is  punctured,  you 
can  still  see  the  bird’s  last  undigested  meal, 
and  you  can  still  see  full  length  blades  of 
grass  and  grains  of  com),  then  chop  off  the 
remainder  of  the  neck,  the  gall  bladder,  the 
intestine,  liver  (I  cooked  it  a  couple  hours 
after  we  had  finished,  and  it  was  really 
good),  heart,  and  lungs.  They  all  come  out  in 
a  big  blob  attached  to  the  anus,  which  is  then 
also  cut  out  Just  wash  out  the  inside  and  it’s 
ready  for  eating! 

Another  fun  thing  we  did  was  Farm 
Day .  We  had  no  c  lasses,  so  we  j  ust  did  farm 
work  all  day.  We  had  four  two  hour  shifts. 
First  period  I  chopped  wood.  Second  I  put 
clapboards  on  the  side  of  a  building.  Third  I 
harvested  the  last  of  the  apples.  Lastly  I 
helped  cook  a  meal  which  came  entirely 
from  the  farm:  spaghetti  squash  with  home¬ 
made  pesto,  rutabaga  soup,  marinated,  shred¬ 
ded  beets  (we  use  the  beet  juice  to  paint  our 
faces  with  odd  designs),  pumpkin  pie,  apple 
crisp,  and  tons  of  other  great  stuff.  It’s  such 
a  great  feeling  to  eat  a  meal  which  you’ve 
cooked,  in  which  you  can  say,  “I  harvested 

those  pota¬ 
toes,”  “I 
killed  that 
chicken,” 
or  “I  trans¬ 
planted  that 
lettuce.” 
Even 
though  we 
always  do 
farm  work 
it  was  an  es- 
pecially 
good  feel¬ 
ing,  be¬ 
cause  it  was 
such  a  fo¬ 


poses  with  Cyrus,  the  lamb- 


cus  that  day. 

We  really  identify  ourselves  by 
our  dorms  here.  I  feel  much  closer  with 
people  from  Tobold  than  anyone  else  here. 
Next  door  to  Tobold  is  a  guys’  dorm.  Miles. 
We  used  to  hang  out  there  all  the  time.  Last 
weekend  they  got  fed  up  and  put  up  a  sign 
saying  ‘Tobold  Go  Home.”  This  was  war. 
We  announced  at  morning  meeting  on 
Wednesday  that  we  were  going  to  have  a 
really  clean  dorm,  so  people  had  to  leave 
their  shoes  downstairs  when  they  came  in. 
Then  on  Saturday  we  announced  a  “let’s 
make  peace”  party  with  Miles  at  Tobold. 
They  came  over  last  night,  and  while  the 
music  was  blasting,  we  had  people  stealing 
shoes  -  Miles’  and  Tobold’s  -  from  down¬ 
stairs,  as  well  as  from  the  rooms  in  Miles. 
When  they  were  ready  to  leave  they  realized 
their  shoes  were  missing.  We  pretended  to 
be  shocked  that  another  dorm  which  had  felt 
left  out  from  the  party  had  stolen  our  shoes 
when  it  was  snowing;  so  the  guys  had  to 
walk  back  barefoot  in  the  snow.  Then  at  3 
a.m.,  we  snuck  out  of  the  dorm,  ran  up  to  the 
dining  hall,  and  threw  the  tied-together  shoes 
over  the  rafters  where  everyone  could  see 
them  when  they  ate  breakfast.  It  worked 
great  -  the  guys  looked  as  stupid  as  we  could 
have  hoped  while  trying  to  get  their  shoes 
down.  It’s  been  a  whole  day  and  no  one  has 
yet  confessed  to  the  crime.  The  guys  don’t 
suspect  us  any  more  than  they  suspect  any¬ 
one  else. 

I  loved  seeing  everyone  when  I 
was  home  in  October.  I’ll  be  back  again  for 
Thanksgiving  with  my  roommate  and  possi¬ 
bly  some  others.  I  think  about  everyone  all 
the  time,  and  I’d  love  it  if  you  all  wrote  to  me 
(and  sent  me  care  packages,  of  course). 

See  you  soon, 
Shauna 
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Here  in  Hamm 


house.  Here  in  Hamm,  I  look  across  the  actually  walking  the  steps  that  prisoners  had 
street  and  I  see  our  church.  I  can’t  imagine  walked.  I  saw  the  living  quarters.  I  saw  the 


My  German  Family:  Amelia  Burke  smiles  with  her  host  family  in  Hamm, 
Germany. 


By  Amelia  Burke,  II 
Correspondent  Writer 

Hi  again!  I  had  been  thinking  a  lot 
about  what  I  should  write  about.  What  would 
you  find  interesting?  What  would  you  like  to 
hear  about?  Then  I  realized  that  some  of  my 
most  interesting  and  memorable  times  took 
place  in  Berlin,  so  I  guess  I  wanted  to  write 
to  you  a  little  about  Berlin.  I  told  you  that  I 
had  four  weeks  of  language  and  orientation 
classes  there,  but  I  think  that  the  real  educa¬ 
tion  came  from  being  in  the  city  itself.  I  had 
talked  with  my  mom  about  Berlin  and  she 
said  that  she  remembers  the  wall  going  up 
and,  years  later,  coming  down.  I  wasn’t 
bom  when  it  went  up  and  was  very  young 
when  it  came  down.  I  remember  one  after¬ 
noon,  a  friend  and  I  went  to  visit  the  East 
Side  Gallery.  The  East  Side  Gallery  is  a  strip 
of  the  Berlin  Wall  which  artists  have  deco¬ 
rated  with  their  work.  We  went  and  took 
pictures.  I  remember  thinking  as  I  looked 
across  the  street  at  the  houses  there  what  it 
would  be  like  to  wake  up  every  morning, 
look  out  the  window,  and  be  able  to  see  into 
the  West,  and  know  you  couldn’t  go  there.  I 
couldn’t  comprehend  this.  In  Boston,  I  look 
across  the  street  and  I  see  my  neighbor’s 


the  feeling  of  being  able  to  see,  every  day, 
someplace  you  know  you  can’t  go  to.  I 
realized  how  much  I  took  for  granted.  An¬ 
other  thing  that  we  did  in  Berlin  was  visit  a 
concentration  camp.  As  we  entered  the  camp, 
all  our  talking  and  laughing  ceased.  Our  tour 
guide  was  a  prisoner  at  this  camp  when  he 
was  1 8.  He  told  us  stories  and  led  us  around 
the  camp.  I  found  it  hard  to  believe  that  I  was 


mass  burial  grounds.  I  touched  the  torture 
posts,  and  saw  the  mass  shooting  and  hang¬ 
ing  alleys,  saw  the  room  that  held  dead 
bodies  if  there  wasn’t  enough  room  to  bury 
them  right  away.  It  was  a  somber  day.  But  it 
still  felt  like  I  was  somewhat  separate  from 
everyone.  I  saw  the  camp  and  it  made  every¬ 
thing  you  had  learned  in  history  class  or 
from  books  seem  real.' 


I  was  also  able  to  see  the  differ¬ 
ences  between  the  western  and  eastern  Ger¬ 
mans.  For  instance,  many  kids  in  western 
Germany  wear  Doc  Martens,  Levi’s  ($100), 
and  brand  names  like  Chipie  and  Homeboy 
sweatshirts(SlOO).  Every  month,  the  kids 
here  in  western  Germany  get  an  allowance. 
The  “flat  rate,”  if  that’ s  what  you  want  to  call 
it,  is  50  DM  (approx.  $35)  but  it  differs  in 
every  family.  The  differences  I  saw  in  Ber¬ 
lin  were  that  no  one  I  met  there  wore  Levi’s, 
I  didn’t  even  know  about  Chipie  and 
Homeboy  until  I  got  to  Hamm,  and  no  one  I 
met  also  wore  Doc  Martens.  My  host  sister 
in  Berlin  didn’t  receive  an  allowance,  either. 
I  was  really  happy  to  be  in  Berlin  for  those 
four  weeks.  It  gave  me  a  chance  to  see  a 
difference  side  of  German  life,  a  side  that  is 
still  struggling  with  money  and  construc¬ 
tion,  but  whose  people  have  lived  through 
hard  times  and  have  come  out  stronger.  It 
allowed  me  to  see  the  side  of  German  life 
that  we’ve  all  heard  and  read  about,  but  that 
many  of  us  haven’t  had  the  good  fortune  of 
getting  to  know.  It  was  truly  an  enlighten¬ 
ment  to  have  been  given  the  chance  to  live 
with  my  eastern  family. 


Natola  Continued  from  pg.  9 


Xu  Continued  from  pg.  9 


...alphabet,  one  is  fairly  certain  to  have  a 
locker  outside  his  or  her  homeroom.  If  it 
begins  with  one  of  the  last  thirteen,  one’s 
chances  diminish! 

One  solution  to  this  difficulty  is  for 
BLS  to  assign  lockers  for  the  next  twenty 
years  in  descending  alphabetical  order.  In 
this  way  BLS  will  offset  its  past  inequitable 
practices.  Of  course,  then  the  A-Ms  will 
claim  reverse  discrimination.  I  can  imagine 


a  special  court  order  to  regulate  assign¬ 
ments.  There  might  even  be  mini-geocodes 
and  an  Office  of  Locker  Implementation 
(the  OLI)! 

On  the  other  hand,  BLS  could  use 
plain  common  sense  and  assign  lockers 
within  a  homeroom  randomly  without  re¬ 
gard  to  the  alphabet.  In  this  way,  all  students 
could  have  an  equal  chance  of  entering  the 
corridor  events. 


...  on  our  comprehension  of  the  text. 

I  think  organization  is  very  impor¬ 
tant.  But  isn’t  making  one  group  of  students 
suffer  year  after  year  just  a  little  unfair?  If 
any  of  us  have  to  suffer,  why  don’t  we  take 
turns?  We  could  have  one  year  with  students 
with  “A”  names  having  the  advantage  in 
locker,  seat,  and  book  assignments,  and  the 
next  year  we  could  start  with  “Z.”  This  may 
create  some  difficultiesbecausenotall  teach¬ 
ers  can  recite  the  alphabet  backwards.  But 
the  small  inconvenience  of  knowing  the 


alphabet  backwards  will  give  so  many  stu¬ 
dents  like  myself  a  lighter  school  bag,  a  safer 
environment  during  R5,  better  notes  in  class, 
an  equal  opportunity  to  participate  in  class, 
a  chance  to  sit  in  a  chair,  and  new  books.  We 
would  probably  do  better  in  school  and  be 
allowed  to  use  our  full  potential.  Until  some¬ 
one  does  something  about  this,  students 
who  are  bom  with  last  names  at  the  end  of 
the  alphabet  will  just  have  to  suffer  the 
consequences  of  name  discrimination. 


Benvenuti! 

Benvenuti  a  tutti  gli  studenti  italiani  da  Bolo¬ 
gna.  Spero  che  tutti  si  trovino  bene  in  “Boston 
Latin  School.”  Durante  queste  due  settimane 
vedrete  mold  posd  nella  citta  e  anchefuori  dalla 
citta,  e  spero  che  tutti  voi  vi possiate  diverdre.  Sono 
sicura  che  insieme,  tutti  noi,  italiani  e  americani , 
ci  diverdremo  tanto.  Se  tutto  andra  bene,potermo 
fare  altri  programmi  di  scambio  nel  futuro. 
Dobbiamo  ringraziare  Guglielmo  Marconi  per 
averci  dato  V  occasione. 


All  Smiles:  Italian  Exchange  Students  smile  after  watching  the 
Seniors  vs.  juniors  Powder  Puff  Game 


Mu,4\,C  G&hdt&l 

Individual  and  class  instruction; 
voice  and  all  instruments. 
Theory  and  ensembles. 

Music  Therapy  for  special  needs. 

482-7492 

Between  Berkley  &  Clarendon  Streets 
in  Boston's  South  End 
34  Warren  Avenue,  Boston 


A&E 
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Arts 

Spotlight 


By  Ursula  Liff ,  II 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 

I  have  performed  “Many 
Moons”by  Anna  Malsbergerwith 
Vox  Iuvenum  for  over  a  year 
(maybe  a  few  too  many  times).  1 
talked  with  Anna  on  the  phone  for 
the  first  time  last  night.  In  the 
midst  of  college  application  con¬ 
fusion,  Anna  searches  for  a  way 
to  continue  her  lust  for  writing. 
She  doesn’t  know  whether  she’ll 
seek  a  career  in  journalism  or 
non-fiction  writing.  For  Anna  the 
ideal  job  would  be  a  collaboration 
of  photography  (another  one  of 
her’s  interests)  and  writing,  but 
she  feels  this  might  be  a  little  too 
much  to  ask  for. 

When  asked  about  her 
writing  Anna  replies  that  “it’s  one 
thing  that  overlaps  in  school  and 
out  of  school.”  She  has  served  on 
the  Editorial  Board  of  the  Regis¬ 
ter  since  ninth  grade  and  also 
writes  for  the  performance  group 
Vox  Iuvenum.  Last  year  Anna  co- 
edited  “Just  Another  Dead  Moth,” 
a  book  which  compiled  descrip¬ 
tive  writing  from  the  AP  Writing 
Class.  In  her  junior  year  Anna 
was  the  assistant  director  of  “The 
House  of  Blue  Leaves.”  She  also 
performed  the  role  of  Corrina 
Stroller. 

Anna  plays  the  flute  in 
the  Senior  Band.  As  well  as  the 
arts,  Anna  is  on  the  varsity  crew 
team  at  the  school.  This  spring 
marks  her  sixth  season  rowing  at 
Boston  Latin.  She  is  pleased  that 
crew  was  finally  acknowledged 
as  a  varsity  sport  last  year. 

Outside  school,  other 
than  writing,  Anna  has  discov¬ 
ered  an  interest  in  photography. 
Two  summers  ago,  she  took  two 
photography  classes  at 
Bennington  College  and  last  year 
she  took  two  classes  at  the  Art 
Institute  of  Boston.  For  Anna, 
“photography  is  an  incredible  art 
form  and  it  adds  a  whole  new 
dimension.”  She  also  took  classes 
at  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts  for 
three  years. 

When  asked  if  she  has  a 
role  model  Anna  replies  quickly, 
to  my  surprise.  ‘Truman  Capote. 
I  love  his  writing  because  of  his 
simplistic  style,”  she  assures  me. 
“Even  though  it’s  simple,  it’s  pow¬ 
erful.”  She  strives  for  the  same 
simplicity  in  her  own  writing,  yet 
now  she  feels  she  still  gets  “too 
dramatically  involved.” 

In  less  than  eight  months 
Anna  will  have  graduated  from 
Boston  Latin  School.  Two  months 
after  that  she  will  probably  begin 
college.  Maybe  soon  after  that  we 
will  see  Anna’s  name  in  big  bold 
letters. 


Happily  Ever  After 


By  Melissa  Wolter-Gustafson,  II 
and  Allyson  Crawford,  II 
Staff  Writers 

The  Boston  Ballet  played 
a  combination  of  Hans  Christian 
Andersen’s  short  stories  as  a  three 
part  ballet  at  the  Wang  Center  dur¬ 
ing  the  month  of  October.  The  first 
of  the  three  fairy  tales,  “The  Stead¬ 
fast  Tin  Soldier,”  was  disappoint¬ 
ingly  inadequate,  lacking  both  ap¬ 
propriate  choreography  and  the 
expected  superior  dancing.  The 
poignant  story  of  a  tin  soldier’s 
love  and  devotion  to  a  paper 
ballerina  which  ultimately  leads  to 
their  deaths  was  reduced  to  a  fan¬ 
ciful  comedy.  Although  the  per¬ 
formance  of  Claudia  Alfieri  as  the 
paper  ballerina  was  skilled  and 
graceful,  it  was  cluttered  by  "over¬ 
choreography".  The  dances  of  the 
tin  soldiers  were  marked  by  the 
company’s  disjointedness.  The 
scenery  was  another  detraction 
from  the  performance,  being  os¬ 
tentatious  and  overdone. 

The  second  of  the  three 
dances  was  a  relief  and  restored 
theaudience's  faith  in  thecountry’s 
fourth  largest  dance  company.  The 
choreography  more  than  captured 
the  theme  and  emotion  of 
Andersen’s  social  criticism  in  the 
disguise  of  a  fairy  tale.  The  story  is 


that  of  an  emperor  who  entreats  a 
wild  nightingale  for  her  presence 
in  his  palace.  She  agrees  until  she 
is  ignored  in  the  wake  of  a  me¬ 
chanical  bird,  whereupon  she  re¬ 
turns  to  the  forest  and  is  only  re¬ 
united  with  her  friend  the  emperor 
when  she  returns  to  him  on  his 
deathbed.  The  performance  of  the 
nightingale,  Adriana  Suarez,  was 
breathtakingly  elegant  and  effort¬ 
less.  The  scenery  was  neither  over¬ 
powering  nor  overly  simple,  but 
rather  complimented  the  dancers 
and  the  dancing  well.  One  particu¬ 
lar  point  of  interest  was  the  color 
coordination  of  earthy  grays  and 


. . .  breathtaking 
elegant  and 
effortless 


browns  between  the  nightingale 
and  moth  of  death  as  well  as  the 
manufactured  blues  of  the  me¬ 
chanical  nightingale  and  emperor. 
The  technical  expertise  and  emo¬ 
tional  expression  was  especially 
evident  in  the  exquisite  dance  of 
death  and  the  nightingale.  Another 
plus  was  the  musical  score,  which 
was  much  better  incorporated  into 
the  choreography  than  that  of  the 


tin  soldier  piece. 

The  third  of  the  fairy  tales. 
The  Princess  and  The  Pea,  was 
both  charming  and  lively. 
Unfortunately  the  costumes  and 
scenery  were  a  bit  superfluous  and 
detracted  from  the  dancing  at  times. 
The  princess,  Larissa 
Ponomarenko,  arrives  at  the  castle 
as  a  possible  wife  to  the  prince. 
The  queen  doubts  her  royalty,  and 
places  a  pea  under  the  gigantic 
stack  of  mattresses,  which  make 
up  die  princess’  bed  for  the  night. 
When  the  princess  complains  of 
not  sleeping  well,  her  identity  as  a 
true  princess  is  confirmed,  and  the 
couple  is  given  the  blessing  of  the 
king  and  queen.  The  princess  was 
a  technically  exquisite  dancer, 
whose  energetic  dancing  fit  the 
character  perfectly.  The  court 
jester,  Reagan  Messer,  stole  the 
show,  however.  Messer  contrib¬ 
uted  spirit  and  an  abundance  of 
ability  to  the  part.  Contrasting 
sharply  was  the  corps  which  was 
surprisingly  un-unified  and  dis¬ 
jointed,  giving  the  scene  a  sloppy 
quality.  The  third  piece  served  as  a 
grand  finale  of  sorts  but  was  lack¬ 
ing  as  a  serious  ballet;  the  humor 
was  taken  too  far.  Although  there 
were  some  disappointments,  it  was 
definitely  an  enjoyable  evening 
well  spent. 


Unstrung  Heroes 


By  Kelly  Hourihan,  IV 
Staff  Writer 

In  my  opinion,  Unstrung 
Heroes  may  very  well  be  one  of  the 
best  movies  of  the  year.  Beautifully 
poignant  yet  at  times  unexpectedly 
witty,  it  is  truly  wonderful.  It’s  the 
story  of  S  teven  “Franz”  Lidz  (won¬ 
derfully  acted  by  Nathan  Watt),  a 
twelve-year  old  trying  to  cope  with 
his  mother’s  (Andie  MacDowell) 


imminent  death  from  cancer.  His 
father  (John  Turturro)  cannot 
handle  his  wife’s  sickness  and  iso¬ 
lates  the  children  from  her.  Unable 
to  deal  with  his  own  home  life, 
Steven  runs  to  his  screwball,  para¬ 
noid  uncles,  Danny  ( Seinfeld's 
Michael  Richards)  and  Arthur. 
There  he  finds  solace  in  their  in¬ 
ability  to  function  normally.  His 
smallest  idea  or  suggestion  to  them 
is  treated  as  a  stroke  of  genius. 


which  is  just  what  the  boy  needs. 
The  plot  is  beautifully  constructed 
and  skillfully  acted.  Through  much 
of  the  movie  I  wanted  to  laugh  and 
cry  at  the  same  time  (so  did  the  rest 
of  the  audience,  as  the  mingled 
smiles,  giggles,  sniffles,  and  gasps 
attested).  Overall,  it  was  a  fabulous 
movie  that  was  well  worth  seeing, 
and  I  recommend  it  to  anyone  who 
likes  a  great  sentimental  movie. 

Review  Grade:  A+ 


Soulful  Songs 


My,  They’re  Saxy:  The  BLS  Jazz  Band  is  in  full  swing  during  their  after 
school  practices.  The  ensemble  includes  saxophones,  flutes,  percussion,  key¬ 
board/and  guitars. 


"Anyone 
here  wanna 
try  my  cab¬ 
bage?" 

By  Meredith  McDonough,  III 
Staff  Writer 

Set  in  “The  Hills”  of 
Pittsburgh,  the  play  Seven  Guitars 
is  full  of  historical  background 
and  uses  it  to  it’s  full  advantage. 
Although  August  Wilson  himself 
will  never  admit  to  it  being  a  his¬ 
torical  play,  it  is  -  but  not  to  an 
extent  of  excessive  boredom.  Wil¬ 
son  would  much  rather  that  people 
think  of  his  works  as  social  com¬ 
mentaries  and  not  as  historical  ref¬ 
erences. 

The  play  is  set  in  1 948.  It 
focuses  predominately  on  the  quest 
for  the  American  Dream,  particu¬ 
larly  for  that  of  a  musician.  Floyd 
is  a  blues  artist  and  has  a  hit  record. 
The  record  he  has  made  is  played 
constantly  on  the  radio,  and  he 
thirsts  for  more  admiration  from 
his  fellow  musicians  and  anyone 
else  who  cares. 

For  a  play  which  opens 


. . . focuses 
predominately  on 
the  quest  for  the 
American  dream. . 
Sex,  violence,  death, 

' love ... 

with  the  line  “Anybody  here 
wanna  try  my  cabbage?”  there  is 
more  depth  and  double  meaning 
in  the  play  than  one  could  ever 
discover  seeing  it  only  once.  Sex, 
violence,  death,  love,  and  the  quest 
to  be  known  are  some  of  the  many 
things  that  are  addressed  in  the 
play. 

Whether  the  characters 
are  debating  cigarette  brands  or 
discussing  the  meaning  of  life, 
the  action  never  stops.  The  desig¬ 
nated  old  man,  Hedley,  thought 
to  be  out  of  his  mind,  has  a  few 
monologues. 

The  title  itself  (Seven 
Guitars)  represents  the  seven 
characters.  In  this  play  there  are 
no  main  characters  or  small  parts 
-  everyone  plays  a  major  part.  The 
seven  characters  are  each  search¬ 
ing  for  something  different.  One 
is  searching  for  fame  and  money, 
and  another  just  to  love  someone 
and  not  be  afraid  that  he  will  leave 
her  stranded. 

I  give  this  play  a  well- 
deserved  two  thumbs  up.  Even 
though  I  missed  out  on  whole 
paragraphs  due  to  the  raucous 
shouts  of  suburban  high- 
schoolers,  I  heard  and  saw  enough 
of  the  play  to  know  I  liked  it  and 
would  definitely  miss  another  day 
of  school  to  go  see  it  all  over 
again. 
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Spotlight 


Wally 


By  Lauren  McLaughlin,  II 
Sports  Editor 

It’s  a  swimmer,  diver,  no 
it’s  the  swimmer,  Kathleen  Wally! 
Kathleen  Wallace,  better  known  as 
Wally,  has  been  a  member  of  the 
BLS  Swim  team  for  five  years.  Her 
accomplishments  have  been  over¬ 
whelming  since  that  time.  Last  year 
Wally  placed  13th  at  Sectionals  in 
the  Fifty  free.  This  year  she  made 
States  in  not  only  the  100  free,  but 
also  the  Medley  Relay.  Wally, 
who  is  the  Captain  of  the  Swim 
Team  and  the  Softball  Team  here 
at  BLS,  has  participated  in  both 
since  the  eighth  grade.  She  also 
plays  for  outside  leagues  such  as 
the  South  Boston  Boys  and  Girls 
Club  Swimming,  where  she  com¬ 
peted  in  the  National  Champion¬ 
ship,  and  St.  Briget’s  CYO  Youth 
Softball,  Basketball,  and  Soccer 
for  ten  years. 

Next  year  Kathleen  plans 
to  go  to  Mass  Maritime  Academy 
or  the  US  Coast  Guard  Academy. 
Wally  is  one  of  the  most  respected 
and  loved  on  the  swim  team  and 
will  be  immensely  missed  by  all. 


Creative  fTrave[ 

765  Centre  Street, 

(at  the  monument), 
Jamaica  Plain 
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By  Lisa  Borelli,  IV 
Staff  Writer 

So  far,  the  BLS  Varsity  Football 
squad  has  been  living  up  to  its  expectations 
this  year.  It  has  been  playing  up  to  its 
potential,  and  its  record, 
which  surpasses  last  year’s 
by  far,  reflects  this.  The 
big  man  on  the  team,  who 
has  virtually  been  carrying 
the  team  on  his  back,  is 
senior  captain,  running 
back,  linebacker,  Kevin 
Fidalgo.  He  has  almost 
been  the  whole  BLS  of¬ 
fense  this  year,  and  leads 
the  Dual  County  League  in 
scoring  and  rushing.  Kevin 
has  put  up  some  unbeliev¬ 
able  numbers  this  year,  in¬ 
cluding  over  17  touch¬ 
downs.  The  offensive  line 
has  been  outstandi  ng  so  far. 

Although  the  defense  may 
seem  to  be  full  of  holes  at 
times,  they  are  finally  prov¬ 
ing  their  potential,  and  are  staying  strong  for 
the  team.  And,  up  until  the  Acton  Boxboro 
game,  quarterback  Steve  McCabe  had  put 
up  strong  numbers  as  well.  He  has  definitely 
redeemed  himself  from  last  year,  and  is 
proving  himself  to  be  and  asset  to  the  team. 
Andre  Noble,  Toure  Raynor,  Nigel  Smith, 
Hayden  Salazar,  and  Liam  Kelly  were  also 
mentioned  as  being  very  helpful  to  the  team. 
The  success  of  the  team  is  not  due  solely  to 
those  people,  though.  All  players  put  forth 
their  best  effort  and  help  the  team  in  a  unique 
way.  Every  game  is  important,  every  game 
is  a  fight  to  win,  and  that  is  the  team’s  only 
motive.  Junior  John  Dumbaugh  and  some 
of  his  teammates  mentioned  how  even  pre¬ 
season  games  are  important.  Those  games 
are  played  to  help  the  team  prepare  for  the 
season,  and  evidently,  they  worked. 

Unfortunately,  nobody’s  perfect 
The  team  had  proven  this  wrong  until  they 
played  Acton  Boxboro  on  Sunday,  October 
22,  at  the  Homecoming  game.  Their  perfect 
record  was  shattered  by  the  number  one 
Acton  team  by  a  score  of  27-12.  Up  12-6  at 


the  half,  the  game  looked  promising  for 
Latin.  But  both  the  offense  and  the  defense 
fell  apart.  The  first  and  only  two  touch¬ 
downs  were  made  by  Fidalgo,  on  a  50  yard 
interception,  and  by  Kelly  on  a  24  yard 
touchdown  pass  from  McCabe.  In  the  4th, 


extreme  pressure  by  Acton  brought  on  3 
interceptions  from  McCabe,  giving  Acton 


Artwork  by  Graphics  Art  to, tor  Alyssa  Tang,  II 

the  chance  they  needed  to  win. 

Despite  the  loss,  hopes  are  high, 
but  the  team  has  other  things  to  worry  about. 
Disappointment  captured  the  team  at  the 
loss  of  important  players.  They  are  defi¬ 
nitely  feeling  the  loss  of  their  players  Jean 
Paul  Limontas,  Ryan  Mason,  Sean  Newman, 
and  Adrian  Lima.  Jean  Paul  Limontas  is  out 


for  the  season  with  a  leg  injury,  and  it  is  not 
known  whether  Ryan  Mason,  who  has  pneu¬ 
monia,  will  be  returning.  He  is  said  to  be 
very  sick.  Sean  Newman,  who  was  out  with 
and  injured  arm  and  pneumonia,  was  a  big 
loss  for  the  team.  Adrian  Lima  has  a  frac¬ 
tured  wrist,  and  has  been 
out  for  a  while  now.  Fortu¬ 
nately,  both  Newman  and 
Lima  are  expected  to  re¬ 
turn.  The  losses  of  these 
players  has  affected  the 
team’s  performance,  but 
they  are  trying  their  best  to 
make  up  for  them.  Also,  a 
few  people  may  have  no¬ 
ticed  that  our  team  never 
seems  to  get  any  extra 
points.  This  is  not  the  fault 
of  the  kicker  at  all,  but  is 
due  to  the  fact  that  he  has 
no  place  to  practice.  Hope¬ 
fully  something  can  be  done 
to  improve  that  situation. 

The  Varsity  play¬ 
ers  are  very  hopeful  about 
winning  the  Dual  County 
League  Championship.  This  may  seem  like 
a  reach  considering  last  year’s  performance, 
but  it  is  a  definite  possibility.  The  team  has 
spent  time  watching  videos  of  their  previous 
games  (and  getting  lectures  from  Coach 
Costello).  They  are  hoping  to  improve  on 
their  mistakes,  and  to  perfect  their  game  in 
order  to  become  the  champs.  The  team  is 
very  motivated,  they  are  very  confident, 
individually  and  as  a  team.  This  aspect  of 
their  game  has  proved  to  be  an  advantage 
over  some  opponents.  The  highlight  of  the 
season  promises  to  be  the  highly  anticipated 
Boston  English  game  on  Thanksgiving  Day, 
Thursday,  November  23.  (10:00  at  Boston 
University)  All  of  the  players  look  forward 

to  playing  in  this  game  the  most,  and  not  for 
the  challenge  either.  They  love  to  beat 
English,  and  definitely  expect  to  do  it  again 
this  year.  They  want  a  big  crowd  there  to  see 
them  win.  They  are  pumped  and  are  ready 
to  keep  their  winning  record  against  English 
going. 

Good  Luck!! 


JV  Football 


By  Laura  Craven,  III 
Staff  Writer 


On  Monday,  No¬ 
vember  sixth,  the  J.V.  foot¬ 
ball  team  set  out  to  play 
Methuen.  It  was  fourth  and 
two,  and  there  was  a  good 
defensive  stand  by  the 
Wolfpack,  highlighted  by 
freshman  tackle  Steve  Burke. 

This  gave  the  ball  back  to  the 
offense.  Despite  gaining  sev¬ 
eral  first  downs,  they  stalled 
around  mid-field  and  were 
forced  to  punt.  The  Methuen 
Rangers  then  proceeded  to 
take  it  to  the  end  zone.  Fortu¬ 
nately  for  Latin,  the  play  was 
called  back  due  to  clipping. 

However,  the  Rangers  drove 
deep  into  Latin  territory,  and 
would  have  scored  if  not  for  a 
saving  tackle  by  Hayden  Roc. 

Latin  then  ran  out  (he  clock  to  end  the  naif. 

After  a  good  pep  talk  by  Coach 


Ramsey,  the  Wolfpack  was  eager  to  give  it 
its  best  shot,  and  win  the  game.  After  receiv¬ 
ing  the  kickoff,  the  Pack’s  offense  had  a 


Bird’s  Eye  View:  A  far  away  look  at  the  hard  work 
football  players. 

hard  time  moving  the  ball  against  a  staunch 
Methuen  defense.  Latin’s  hopes  were 


dimmed  by  Hayden  Roc’s  five  yard  punk 
With  good  fieldposition,  the  Rangers  quickly 
scored,  capped  by  a  two-yard  scoring  run. 

This  made  the  score  6-0.  Roc 
started  Latin’s  next  drive  with  a 
twenty  yard  quarterback  sneak 
up  the  middle.  A  few  plays  later, 
Peter  O’Donnell  was  forced  out 
of  the  game  by  a  vicious  Methuen 
hit,  but  returned  later  to  help  on 
offense.  Penalties  were  the 
Pack’s  downfall,  and  forced  us 
to  give  up  the  ball.  After  feeing 
Methuen  to  punt,  which  we 
blocked,  Latin  took  over  at  the 
Ranger’ s  thirty  yard  line.  To  their 
dismay,  Latin  again  was  unable 
to  score,  and  was  defeated.  “It 
was  a  tough  loss,  which  I  felt  we 
could’ve,  and  should’ve  won,” 
comments  Burke,  a  middle  line¬ 
backer.  As  always,  the  Wolfpack 
put  up  a  good  fight  and  is  look- 
of  BLS  ing  forward  to  playing  to  their 
fullest  potential  for  the  end  of  the  season. 
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Through  the  Lanes 


By  Lauren  McLaughlin,  II 
Sports  Editor 

The  Girl’s  Swimming  and  Diving 
Team  began  their  season  on  August  28th  at 
the  Murphy  Pool  in  Dorchester.  With  seven 
strong  seniors  and  almost  equal  amount  of 
promising  new  swimmers,  the  team  is 


The  team  usually  is  very  successf ul  with  this 
fund-raiser,  and  is  able  to  defray  the  cost  of 
meet  officials,  buses,  etc.  Mr.  Contompasis 
generously  underwrites  for  the  rest  of  the 
bills,  for  which  the  team  is  extremely  grateful. 

The  divers,  who  work  as 
consistently  and  proficiently  as  the 
swimmers,  have  had  a  season  of 


A  Photo  Finish:  The  Varsity  Girls  Swim  Team  worked  hard  at 
the  Murphy  Pool  in  Dorchester  for  a  successful  season. 


hopeful  for  a  successful  season.  Practices 
are  held  the  Murphy  from  2:30  until  5:00 
and  are  very  demanding  and  sometimes 
painful.  The  team  is  coached  by  Bruce 
Connelly,  who  has  dedicated  over  15  years 
of  coaching,  and  Sue  Lyons,  who  came  last 
season  as  an  assistant  coach  and  was  a  BLS 
swimmer  herself.  After  two  weeks  of  hard 
work,  the  team  secured  its  first  win  on 
Tuesday,  September  12th  against  North 
Quincy.  Although  the  team  does  not  compete 
in  the  Dual  County  League,  it  swims  some 
very  challenging  teams  such  as  Duxbury, 
Belmont,  Needham,  Brookline,  Sandwich, 
and  of  course  Acton-Boxboro. 

Since  the  team  chooses  to  swim  in 
the  Fall  season  rather  than  in  the  winter,  it  is 
not  funded  by  the  city.  In  order  to  keep  the 
Swim  Team  in  the  fall  we  have  an  annual 
fund-raiser  called  the  Swim-a-Thon.  Each 
swimmer  must  swim  one  hundred  lengths  of 
the  pool  (completed  daily  by  the  majority  of 
the  team)  and  get  pledges  and  donations 
from  families,  friends,  and  local  businesses. 


accomplishments.  Senior,  Mary  O’Neil  and 
Junior,  and  Lauren  McLaughlin  both 
qualified  for  South  Sectionals  in  November 
by  scoring  at  least  140  points  in  three  meets. 
Many  swimmers  competed  at  Sectionals 
also.  Kathleen  Wallace  qualified  for 
Sectionals  and  States  in  both  the  50  free  and 
100  free.  Janet  Rice,  an  eighth  grader, 
qualified  for  Sectionals  and  States  in  the  100 
back  and  Individual  Medley.  Other 
swimmers  who  went  to  Sectionals  in  Relays 
are  Katie  Hickey,  Colleen  Leger,  Katie 
Koolaid  Finn,  Kris  Pender,  and  Marinella 
Bogaziotis. 

The  Individual  Medley  Relay 
consisting  of  Kathleen  Wallace,  Kris  Pender, 
Kristen  Allukian  and  Janet  Rice  qualified  at 
Sectionals  to  compete  in  the  State 
competition  held  at  Wellesley  College  in 
late  November.  Overall  the  swimmers  and 
divers  of  the  BLS  swim  team  have  had  an 
exteremely  successful  season  and  would 
like  to  thank  all  their  loyal  supporters  who 
attended  the  meets. 


(617)  327-7843 


David  Gorin,  president 


David’s  Books,  Inc. 

1876  Centre  St. 

West  Roxbury,  Mass  02132-1092 


•  Pre-Read  Paperbacks* 

•New  Children’s  1  looks  &  Bestsellers* 
•Special  Orders  •  Cards* 


Fall  Crew 


Row,  Row,  Row:  The  BLS  Fall  Crew  Team  had  a  full  season  on 
the  Charles.  The  varsity  season  will  begin  in  the  spring.  All 
interested  students,  regardless  of  age,  are  welcome. 


Over  the  Net 


By  Nancy  Kiu,  III 
Staff  Writer 

This 

fall,  the  girls’ 
volleyball  team 
is  having  a  great 
season.  This 
may  corneas  no 
surprise  be¬ 
cause  for  the 
past  couple  of 
years,  the  girls’ 
volleyball  team 
has  always  had 
an  excellent 
start.  As  an 
added  bonus, 
this  year  the 
team  was  able 
to  overpower  Newton  South,  last  year’s 
Dual  County  League  Co-champs,  and  one 
of  the  team’s  greatest  adversaries.  For  the 
past  two  years,  Newton  South  has  held  the 
upper  hand,  but  on  Friday,  September  22nd, 
Latin  broke  the  record  despite  odds  against 
them.  That  win  brought  their  record  to  3-0. 
This  was  accomplished  through  the  team¬ 
work  of  senior  captains  S  haron  Li  and  Erika 


Delgado,  senior  starters  Kim  Le,  Winnie  Li, 
and  Tammie  Tran,  and  sophomore  starter 

Katie  Malone, 
as  well  as  jun¬ 
ior  Grace  Lee, 
sophomores 
Allison 
Gunther  and 
Nancy  Kiu,  and 
freshmen  Amy 
Erlandson  and 
C  a  m  y  1  e 
Haywood. 
Christine 
Corey,  who  has 
been  the  coach 
of  this  team  for 
four  years, 
states  that  al¬ 
though  the  ex¬ 
perience  of  this  team  was  relatively  lower 
than  that  of  the  years  before,  what  this  team 
lacks  in  experience  it  makes  up  for  in  dedi¬ 
cation  and  hard  work.  The  team  hopes  for  a 
successful  season  in  order  to  reach  the  play¬ 
offs.  If  the  games  in  the  beginning  of  the 
season  are  a  sign  of  the  future,  then  the  girls’ 
volleyball  team  is  headed  for  another  great 
year, 


Bump,  Set,  Spike:  The  Varsity  Girls  Volleyball 
Team  setting  up  for  vicotry. 


7am-6pm.  Monday-Friday 

8am-5pm.  Weekends 

AVAILABLE: 

•school  supplies 
•  study  materials 
•sundries. 

Sparr's 

Drug  Store 

(617)  738-9737 

635  Huntinhton  Ave 

Boston.  Mass.  02115 

FINIS 


Coming 
Next  Issue... 

•  Results  of  Accredita¬ 
tion  Assessment 

•  News  from  Student 
Council 

•  Pros  and  Cons  of 
Class  Ranks 

•  Volunteer  Opportuni¬ 
ties 

•  Holiday  Concert  Pre¬ 
view 

•  Winter  Sports  Update 

•  Latin  vs.  English 
Game 

•  Readers’  Holiday 
Messages 

•  and  Much,  Much, 
More! 
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Just  Like 
Us 


By  Mike  Pastore,  IV 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

They  grow  as  all  humans  grow 
They  know  all  the  humans  know 
They  need  water  to  survive 
They  are  real  and  they’re  alive 
Without  them  our  world  would  die 
Without  them  all  kids  would  cry 
We  need  them  and  yet  we  destroy 
Destroy  the  need,  destroy  the  joy 
That  stays  with  them  as  they  grow 
That  stays  with  us  when  they  go 


Touchable  A  Satin 


By  Meghan  Doran,  IV 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

Searching  through  piles  of  photos 

Looking  for  hints  of  long  ago  memories 

That  I  can  hold  in  my  hands 

And  know  were  once  real 

And  perhaps  frozen  smiles 

Might  remember  themselves 

But  sad  eyes  still  remain  the  same. 


Song 

By  Maria  Dubrowski,  II 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

A  single  crystal  teardrop 
Rolls  down  from  a  crystal  eye 
And  falls  upon  a  crystal  cloud 
Fixed  in  a  crystal  sky 

And  then  an  angel’s  satin  wings 
Flap  in  a  silky  satin  breeze 
And  a  newborn  baby’s  satin  soul 
Issues  forth  a  satin  sneeze 

And  the  tiny  gemstone  echo 
And  the  tinier  gemstone  tear 
Finds  a  shattered  gemstone  heart 
And  fills  it  up  with  gemstone  cheer. 


November  1995 


Sunday 


l 


Monday 


l 


Tuesday 


Wednesday 


Thursday 


Friday 


Saturday 


Birthday:  Jun  Yan  Ni 


They're  dogs.. .and 
they’re  playing 
poker!!!!!!! 


1 


Girls  Swimming  vs 
Acton-Boxboro  at 
Murphy  School  Pool 
B-Day:  Joseph  Beard 
and  Joe  Mama  (Ha, 
Ha!) 


Varsity  Football  @ 

Methuen 

ISEE  exam 


Maw!!  Paw  done  shot 
up  the  America 
Online  ageen! 


Birthday:  Janice 
Jackson 


Does  anyone  know 
what  this  thing  is?? 


Mourn  the  Passing  of 
the  Viewfinder  Day 


Wave  As  Life  Passes 
You  By  Day 
Class  II  Dance  7-10 
PM  in  cafeteria 


Veterans  Day 
B-Days:  Chris 
Bletzer,  Malinda 
Biagiotti 


Varsity  Football  vs 
C-C  at  Daly  Field 


7 


ii 


Hey!  This  is  the  same 
as  last  Sunday...  but 
with  different  stuff! 


Birthday:  Mara  Elena 
Karapetian 


Birthday:Andrew 

Branagan 


13 


HAHAHAHAHAHHAHA 
HAHHAH!  No  Icon  In 
This  Box  Day 


15 


Why  was  Doctor  Who 
exiled  to  New 
Hampshire  Public 
Television!  Why? 
Vanities  by  Center 
goCTS^Stage  7 

PM@BLS  *jj  (g 


Birthday:  Orla 
Higgins 

Vanities  at  7  PM 
Go  See  Goldeneye 
Day 


B-Days:  Nicholas 
Cheung,  Erica 
Wallace 


7 


Oh  my  God!!!!  The 
sheep  are  flying 
again!!! 


Sub  of  the  Month: 
The  Masked  Man 


Birthday:  Bridget 
Leahy 


Pep  Rally!!!! 
B-Days:  Samantha 
Brent 

HALF-DAY!!!!! 


T 


20 


21 


L6 


22 


Thanksgiving 
Big  Game  vs 
English!!!  Come 
support  the  Pack  at 
B.U.(10  AM) 

B-Day:  Dennis 
Guevara  23 


Macs  don't  RULE!!!!! 


B-Days:  Meline 
Nichols,  Will  Austin 


24 


25 


STOP!!!!  In  the  name 
of  LOOOOVE!!! 


Birthday:  Liz 
Milonopoulos 


Birthday:  Nonyem 
Omijiogu 


26 


27 


—J$r 


28 


Birthday:  Colleen 
Madden 


29 


Second  Public 
Declamation 

Wish  It  Was  Summer 
Day 


30 


Happy 

Thanksgiving  from 
the  Argo!!!! 


Created  by  The  Lone  Calendar  Maker 
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Editor's  Note 


By  Nancy  Poon,  II 
Editor-in-Chief 


After  being  at  BLS  for  five  years,  I 
have  yet  to  experience  a  calm  day.  The 
hectic  cycle  of  a  typical  BLS  student  begins 
the  minute  he/she  tumbles  out  of  bed  (often 
a  little  too  late)  and  rushes  out  to  try  to  get  to 
school  on  time.  Most  of  the  time,  this  re¬ 
quires  sacrificing  the  most  important  meal 
of  the  day. 

As  students  stumble  through  a  day 


yi  fte 


Boston  Latin  School 

Argo 

Founded  in  1970 


1st  Place  Winner  of  1994  New 
England  Scholastic  Press 
Association 
Competition 


The  Argo  is  a  school-affiliated  pub¬ 
lication  produced  monthly  by  the  students 
of  Boston  Latin  School.  It  serves  as  a  forum 
for  the  free  exchange  of  news  and  ideas  in 
the  community  of  students,  faculty ,  parents, 
and  alumni.  The  expressions,  suggestions, 
and  contributions  of  all  readers  are  encour¬ 
aged  through  letters  to  the  editor.  The  Argo 
reserves  the  right  to  edit  letters  for  length 
and  clarity. 

The  Argo  is  produced  as  an  extra¬ 
curricular  activity.  All  typography  and  lay¬ 
out  are  done  entirely  by  students  using 
Macintosh  computers  running  Microsoft 
Word  and  Aldus  PageMaker.  The  Argo  is 
printed  by  Saltus  Press  in  Worchester. 


of  mind-boggling  exams,  the  subjunctive 
form,  quadratic  equations,  science  labs  with 
absent  partners,  and  unfinished  homework 
at  lunch,  each  still  has  to  keep  in  mind  the 
afternoon  of  typing  in  the  MacLab,  laps 
around  the  second  floor,  play  rehearsals, 
choir  practice,  and  community  service 
projects  that  await.  Of  course,  this  is  all 
followed  by  an  evening  of  homework  and 
studying  while  everyone  else  in  the  house 
has  moved  on  to  the  blissful  world  of  slum¬ 
ber. 

With  the  constant  repetition  of  this 
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cycle,  we  often  forget  to  stop  and  take  a  look 
at  everything  going  on  around  us.  At  the 
completion  of  each  cycle,  we  are  just  so 
grateful  to  have  survived  that  we  don’t  look 
forward  to  anything.  It’s  hard  to  see  the  big 
picture  of  things  when  there’s  barely  any 
time  to  sleep. 

As  the  voice  of  the  BLS  commu¬ 
nity,  the  Argo  has  always  tried  to  provide  a 
view  on  everything  going  on  around  us. 
Particularly  at  this  time  of  the  year  when 
term  tests  and  college  applications  take  pre¬ 
cedence  over  everything  else,  the  Argo 
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wanted  to  give  our  readers  a  picture  of 
everything  that’s  happening  in  our  school 
community.  Thus,  the  cover  of  this  issue  is 
dedicated  to  all  the  little  things  around  BLS 
that  we  may  have  forgotten. 

Thanks  to  a  few  random  photogra¬ 
phy  sessions,  dedicated  writers  and  staff,  the 
Argo  hopes  that  this  issue  captures  aglimpse 
of  BLS  life.  Take  a  moment  to  look,  read, 
and  enjoy.  Have  a  safe  and  happy  holiday 
vacation. 


Lily  Lam 
Daisy  Lee 
May  Lee 
Jennifer  Lewey 
Melissa  Li 
Aimee  Lima 
Ian  Marlier 
Nicho 

las  Marsceill 
Meredith  McDonough 
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Paul  McFarland 
Deborah  Milstein 
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Lai  Kam  Mui 
Dawn  Newcomb 
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Ziad  Obermeyer 
Kristen  Olson 
Matt  O'Shea 
Yves  Salomon 
Zachary  Perry 
Ai-Phuong  Pham 
Kristin  Purdy 
Zhen  Qin 
Dana  Rooney 
Beth  Scagnoli 
Lucy  Shum 
Nina  Smolyar 
Catherine  So 
Morgan  Stockmayer 
Dezhen  Tam 
Cassandra  Tamis 
Renee  Therrin 
Elizabeth  Tisei 
Emily  Tisei 
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Julia  Tutko 
Shirley  Van 
Katrina  Wirth 


For  the  Record. . . 

To  Reach  the  Argo. . . 

In  the  October  issue  of  the  Argo,  Andrew  Graham's  name  was 

To  send  a  Letter  to  the  Editor: 

inadvertently  omitted  from  the  cast  list  of  Our  Town  in  Jennifer 

see  Nancy  Poon  in  134 

Pastore's  article  on  page  1 9.  Andrew  played  the  role  of  George 

or  Mr.  Flynn  in  Main  Office 

Gibbs. 

To  place  an  ad: 
see  Natalia  Crosby  in  103 

In  the  november  issue,  the  artwork  accompanying  the  Parent 

or  Nicole  DeBenedictis  in  103 

Night  article  on  page  3,  column  4,  was  mistakenly  credited  to 

To  place  an  event  in  the  calendar: 

Jonathan  Tran  instead  of  staff  artist  Ryan  Montoya,  VI. 

see  Maria  Dubrowski  in  103 
or  Mike  Pastore  in  202 

The  Argo  regrets  and  sincerely  apologizes  for  these  mistakes. 

To  report  a  story,  do  photgraphy,  draw  artwork,  or  otherwise 

join  the  Argo: 
see  Nancy  Poon  in  134 
or  Edwina  Tom  in  228 

The  names  of  staff  writers,  photographers,  and  artists  accompany  their  works.  Typing,  copy  editing,  and  layout  production  staffs  along  with  business  staff  are  listed  above.  Special  thanks 
to  Mr.  Aversa,  Mr.  Binkoski.Mr.  Casey,  Ms.  Colvario,  Mr.  Contompasis,  Ms.  Durkins,  Mr.  Gwiazda,  Ms.  Johnson,  Ms.  Kelly-LaCambria,  Ms.  O'Malley,  Ms.  Wong,  and  Editors  Emeriti 
Diemanh  Nguyen,  Kelly  Gushue,  Hilary  Krieger,  Christine  LaRosa,  James  LaRosa,  Lisa  Reynolds,  and  Carrie  Tai. 


BLS  Argo,  December  1995 


3 


School  Accreditation:  The  Other  Side 


By  Maria  Dubrowski,  II 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

No,  accreditation  results  are  not  in 
yet.  When  I  went  to  discuss  the  accreditation 
process  with  Mrs.  Kelly-LaCambria,  I  was 
shocked  to  discover  that  the  process  re¬ 
quires  another  five  or  six  weeks’  worth  of 
work  on  behalf  of  the  visiting  committee 
after  they  see  the  school.  We  are  not  guar¬ 
anteed  to  receive  our  results  until  late  Janu¬ 
ary. 

In  the  meantime,  the  visiting  com¬ 
mittee  chairperson  is  busy  editing,  smooth¬ 
ing  out,  and  putting  together  all  the  informa¬ 
tion  about  our  school  that  the  committee 
collected.  As  Mrs.  Kelly  assured  me,  the 
chairperson’s  job  need  not  be  coveted.  (She 
was  the  chairperson  of  an  accreditation  team 
visiting  a  school  in  New  Hampshire  this 


fall.)  Editing  the  voluminous  document  of 
our  accreditation  is  not  unlike  editing  a 
research  paper.  Because  this  document  is 
written  by  several  different  people,  it  must 


be  reviewed  for  consistency  of  style.  The 
chairperson  has  the  responsibil  ity  of  smooth¬ 
ing  out  the  style,  as  well  as  checking  to  make 
sure  that  the  entire  document  is  free  of 
judgment  and  interpretation,  and  that  all 
major  statements  are  supported  by  com¬ 
mendations  and  recommendations. 

Sound  tedious?  Well,  it  is.  In  addi¬ 
tion  to  being  read  by  the  chairperson  of  the 
visiting  committee,  the  accreditation  docu¬ 
ment  must  be  sent  to  the  Commission  Office 


and  to  a  professional  editor.  The  Commis¬ 
sion  Office  and  the  chairperson  of  the  visit¬ 
ing  committee  discuss  the  document  to  en¬ 
sure  that  the  Commissioner’s  guidelines  are 
adhered  to.  The  visiting 
committee  must  discuss 
the  document  with  the 
headmaster  of  the  school 
undergoing  accreditation 
to  ensure  its  factual  accu¬ 
racy.  By  the  time  the  final  document  is 
submitted  to  the  Commission  Office  in  late 
January,  it  should  be  perfect. 

The  final  copy  of  the  accreditation 
report  becomes  an  official  document  when 
it  is  released  to  the  Commission  Office.  If 
this  happens  as  scheduled,  we  will  all  find 
out  the  NEASC’s  (New  England  Associa¬ 
tion  of  Schools  and  Colleges)  opinion  of 
Boston  Latin  by  January  31. 


. .  .the  process  requires  another  five  to 
six  weeks  worth  of  work. . . 


BLS  Recognizes  AIDS  Awareness  Day 


By  Andrea  Haney,  III 
Staff  Writer 


In  a  day  and  age  when  we  can  surf 
the  Net,  send  mail  without  leaving  the  com¬ 
puter,  and  put  men  on  the  moon,  in  a  time 
and  place  where  many  once  deadly  viruses 
are  obsolete  and  technological  advances  are 
at  an  all  time  high,  our  humanity  is  almost 
non-existent.  We  live  in  a  world  where  sur¬ 
vival  of  the  fittest  and  capitalism  have  been 
bred  into  us.  The  Great  American  Dream 
leaves  little  room  for 
compassion.  Yet,  on 
December  1st  we  saw  a 
ray  of  hope.  On  this  day , 
people  all  over  the  world 
acknowledged  the  se 
verity  of  AIDS  and  its 
relevance.  Even  though 
AIDS  isn’t  restricted  to 
just  one  day  out  of  the 
year,  this  day  does  help 
to  spread  the  only  im¬ 
munization  against 
AIDS  —  education.  On 
this  day,  even  the  most 
uncompassionate  to  the 
epidemic  acknowl¬ 
edged  its  venom.  On  that 
day,  one  sound  of  pessimism  did  resound. 
Why  AIDS?  Why  does  everyone  acknowl¬ 
edge  AIDS  and  give  it  a  day?  Why  not 
World  Cancer  Day?  Or  World  Heart  Dis¬ 
ease  Day?  The  answer  is  not  that  AIDS  is 
more  important  or  serious.  Anything  that 
could  hurt  or  end  even  one  life  is  serious. 
The  reason  why  AIDS  is  so  widely  acknowl¬ 
edged  and  so  public  is  because  that  is  the 
cure.  As  of  now,  education  is  the  only  known 
cure.  The  only  way  to  survive  AIDS  is  not  to 
get  it.  So,  to  answer  the  dissatisfied  — 
World  AIDS  Day  is  one  day  out  of  the  three 
hundred  and  sixty  five  in  which  everyone, 
regardless  of  race,  gender,  sexual  orienta¬ 
tion,  or  socio-economic  background  is 
reached  with  the  only  vaccine.  Whether  or 
not  they  use  it  is  up  to  them. 

The  positive  notes  of  World  AIDS 
Day  far  outweighed  the  negative,  though. 
The  theme  of  this  year’s  World  AIDS  Day 
was  “shared  rights,  shared  responsibilities.” 
This  resounded  throughout  the  day.  I  am 
elated  to  write  that  BLS  took  an  active  part 
in  this  very  important  day.  Of  course,  we’ ve 
all  heard  of  AIDS  and  been  lectured  about 
its  cause  and  effect,  but  it’s  always  been  by 
teachers.  On  World  AIDS  Day  you  saw 
compassion  coming  from  every  where.  Your 
peers  were  taking  action.  Walking  around 
the  halls  of  our  school,  seeing  all  the  red 


ribbons,  makes  you  think,  yes,  I  have  a 
voice.  This  school  joined  together  with  one 
common  bond  —  awareness.  Since  Boston 
Latin  is  a  place  for  learning,  Dan  Coulter,  a 
BLS  alumnus  and  GS  A  advisor,  came  in  to 
educate  some  of  Mr.  Nieves’  health  classes 
about  AIDS.  Dan  is  living  with  AIDS  him¬ 
self. 

On  the  Wednesday  before  World 
AIDS  Day,  the  Gay  Straight  Alliance  joined 
together  with  20  other  school  clubs  to  make 
over  1 500  red  ribbons.  It  looked  like  a  party. 


There  was  music,  food,  and  fun.  I’m  sure 
that  everyone  who  took  part  must  have  felt 
great  when  they  saw  almost  the  entire  school 
walking  around  with  the  fruits  of  their  labor. 
Some  of  the  clubs  that  took  part  were:  Gen¬ 
erations,  Key  Club,  African  Kultural  Soci¬ 
ety,  Cape  Verdean  Club,  Italian  Club,  Irish 
Historical  Society,  Hispanic  Cultures  Soci¬ 
ety,  The  BLS  History  Club,  French  Club, 
Greek  Cultural  Society,  The  Caribbean  Club, 
Bible  Study  Group,  Asian  Cultures  Club, 
the  Argo,  Chinese  Arts  and  Crafts,  Japanese 
Cultures  Club,  Pre-Law  Society,  Students 
for  the  Environment,  Southeast  Asian  Club, 
SADD,  and  the  Pre-Med  Society.  Every¬ 
body  did  such  a  great  job. 

It  may  seem  like  everything  that 
can  be  done  is  being  done,  but  what  we  all 
must  remember  is  that  we  can  all  do  our 
share,  every  day.  For  one  day,  we  showed 
how  our  school  can  exhibit  pride  and  show 
that  they  care.  Let’s  try  doing  that  every  day. 
Now  all  we  need  to  do  is  find  a  cure. 

For  more  information  on  AIDS,  please  con¬ 
tact: 

National  AIDS  Hotline 
(800)  342-AIDS 


AIDS  Action  Hotline 
(617)  536-7733 

Free  and  anonymous  testing  for  the  HIV 
virus  is  available  at: 

Children’s  Hospital,  Adolescent  Unit 
(617)  735-7181 
300  Longwood  Avenue 
Boston,  MA 

Boston  Youth  Street  Outreach  Project 
(617)457-8150 

130  Boylston  Street 

x.  309 

Boston,  MA 

East  Boston  Neighbor¬ 
hood  Health  Center 

(617)568-5793 

Paolo 

10  Grove  Street 

(617)  568-4448  (English, 
Spanish,  and  Portuguese) 

East  Boston,  MA  02128 

Neponset  Health  Center 
(617)  282-3200 

398  Neponset  Avenue 
Dorchester,  MA 

Brookside  Park  Family  Health  Center 
(617)  522-4700  x.  263 
3927  Washington  Street 
Nancy  Gonzalez 
Jamaica  Plain,  MA 

Mattapan  Community  Center 
(617)  296-0061 
1425  Blue  Hill  Avenue 

x.  18  Dr.  Theodore 
Mattapan,  MA 

Roxbury  Comp.  Community  Health  Center 
(617)  442-7400 
435  Warren  Street 

x.  280  Amy  Offenberg 
Roxbury,  MA 

South  Boston  Community  Health  Center 
(617)  269-7500 
133  Dorchester  Street 

x.  338  Marea  Murray 
South  Boston  ,  MA 

Mass  General  Hospital 
(617)  726-2748 


Student 

Council 

Update 


3y  Chinweuba  Uchendu,  I 
Contributing  Writer 


Hi.  My  name  is  Chinweuba 
Uchendu.  I  have  been  serving  as  the 
Student  Council  President  for  two 
months  now.  For  years  I  have  believed  it 
has  been  a  failing  of  the  Student  Council 
in  not  informing  you,  the  students,  as  to 
what  projects  we  are  sponsoring.  This 
year,  thanks  to  the  generosity  of  the 
Argo,  we  hope  to  keep  you  informed  of 
our  happenings  through  a  section  called 
“The  Student  Council  Update.”  I  hope 
this  update  and  the  updates  given  to  you 
by  your  homeroom  representatives  will 
help  convert  this  mythical  council  to 
one  of  reality. 

For  your  benefit,  each 
homeroom  should  have  elected  two 
homeroom  representatives.  It  is  their 
obligation  and  responsibility  to  attend 
every  meeting  of  the  Student  Council.  If 
they  miss  meetings,  your  homeroom 
loses  its  representation  and  we  lose  your 
views.  Please  make  sure  your  reps  rep¬ 
resent  you. 

We  have  established  three  com¬ 
mittees  this  year.  The  first  is  the  Multi¬ 
cultural  Fair  Committee.  Because  it  is 
understood  that  our  school  is  a  collage 

of  cultures,  sometimes,  through  no  fault 
of  the  school,  some  cultures  are  not 
adequately  represented.  Through  the 
combined  efforts  of  the  Student  Council 
and  the  senior  class,  led  by  Tameka 
Moss,  we  hope  to  present  a  fair  this  year 
in  which  every  culture  with  members  in 
our  school  can  be  represented  equally. 
This  involves  tremendous  time  and  plan¬ 
ning,  so  the  help  of  all  the  students  and 
club  presidents  is  much  needed. 

The  second  is  the  Student 
Council  Scholarship  Committee.  Many 
scholarships  are  given  to  those  students 
who  are  in  the  top  of  their  class,  which  is 
fair  as  they  have  worked  long  and  hard 
for  their  rewards.  But  there  are  those 
students  who  only  after  a  while  under¬ 
stand  the  need  to  excel  academically. 
They  are  often  not  recognized.  We  hope 
to  collect  funds  for  a  scholarship  that 
recognizes  the  student  who  improves 
the  most.  More  details  will  be  given  to 
you  by  homeroom  reps. 

The  last  committee  deals  with 
Time  and  Learning.  Due  to  the  passage 
of  the  School  Reform  Bill,  many  changes 
will  occur  in  the  next  few  years.  One 
change  which  already  occurred  is  the 
extending  of  the  date  of  Senior  S  ign  Out. 
This  committee  will  make  every  effort 
they  can  to  keep  us,  the  students,  in¬ 
formed  of  what  changes  the  school  is 
making  to  fill  the  requirements  by  the 
State  Education  Department  It  is  im¬ 
portant  we  know  what  happens,  as  it 
directly  affects  us. 

We  hope  to  have  a  very  pro¬ 
ductive  Student  Council  this  year.  Your 
views  are  always  welcome.  If  you  have 
any  questions  or  ideas  which  you  want 
to  communicate,  please  contact  your 
Student  Council  rep  or  contact  me  di¬ 
rectly  in  room  115.  Thank  you  for  your 
time  and  future  participation. 


BLS  Argo,  December  1995 
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Holiday 
in  Hamm 


By  Amelia  Burke,  II 
Correspondent  Writer 


Well,  it’s  beginning  to  feel  a  lot  like 
Christmas.  Y es,  here  in  Germany  too!  But  first  let 
me  tell  you  my  Thanksgiving  story.  It  all  started 
when  my  friend  Erin  and  I  decided  that  we 
wanted  to  share  a  little  of  our  culture  with  our 
families.  So  we  came  up  with  the  idea  that  we 
could  cook  Thanksgiving  dinner  for  our  families. 
Now,  keep  in  mind  that  neither  one  of  us  have 
EVER  cooked  Thanksgiving  dinner  before  and  if 
you  know  me,  you  know  that.  I  can’t  cook  grilled 
cheese  never  mind  a  turkey  with  all  the  trimming. 
But  we  didn’t  think  about  that.  So  1  planned  the 
menu  -  turkey,  mashed  potatoes,  com,  rice,  string 
beans,  gravy,  cranberry  sauce  (courtesy  of  my 
nana),  rolls,  salad,  and  two  apple  pies  with 
whipped  cream,  ice  cream,  and  coffee.  So,  my 
innocent  gast  [host]  family  ordered  the  turkey  16 
lbs.  Yes,  he  was  quite  a  large  bird!  And  on  the 
weekend  of  the  25th,  Erin  came  to  Hamm.  On 
Saturday  we  baked  the  pies  which  turned  out 
good!  Okay,  so  far,  so  good.  Now,  at  least  if  the 
turkey  doesn’t  work  out,  we  have  yummy  des¬ 
serts  to  calm  the  families!  I  was  praying  all  day 
Saturday  that  maybe,  with  a  little  luck,  I  would 
wake  up  the  next  day  and  it  would  be  Monday. 
That’s  how  nervous  I  was!  But  unfortunately,  no 
one  heard  my  pleas  and  when  Sunday  came,  we 
woke  up  at  9:00  and  I  cleaned  and  seasoned  the 
turkey.  We  stuffed  it  with  carrots,  celery,  and 
onions.  We  put  it  in  the  oven  and  crossed  our 
fingers!  In  the  meantime,  we  cooked  the  rice, 
com,  string  beans,  and  mashed  potatoes.  And  as 
4:00  drew  nearer  and  nearer,  we  were  checking 
and  basting  the  turkey  every  couple  of  minutes. 
At  4:00,  Erin’s  family  arrived  and  then  we  real¬ 
ized  that  our  families  would  really  have  to  eat  this 
food.  The  families  who  would  feed  us  for  the  next 
couple  months!  And  we  became  even  more  ner¬ 
vous.  Everything  looked  good,  smelled  good,  but 
tasting...?  Who  knew?  So  at  4:15  my  hostdad 
carved  the  turkey,  we  ate,  and  you  know  what?  It 
tasted  good!  Even  Veronika  said  it  was  better 
than  the  Thanksgiving  she  ate  when  she  was  an 
exchange  student  in  America  -  that,  I  thought, 
was  amazing  and  it  made  me  so  proud! 

So  now  back  to  Christmas.  As  I  ride 
around  the  city,  I  can  see  the  signs  of  Christmas 
pop  up  here  and  there.  Lights,  Christmas  trees, 
wreaths,  special  Christmas  cookies,  Christmas 
shows  on  TV,  and  Christmas  music.  Christmas  is 
a  little  different  here  though. ..starting  on  the  first 
Advents  day,  in  my  family,  we  put  a  shoe  outside 
our  door  and  in  the  night,  St.  Nickolaus  might 
come  and  leave  chocolate  or  a  little  gift.  And  on 
the  6th  of  December  is  St.  Nickolaus  Day  and  the 
night  before,  we  clean  a  boot  and  put  it  outside 
our  door.  And  St.  Nickolaus  comes  and  leaves  a 
gift  for  us  in  our  boot  -  but  if  the  boot  isn’t  clean 
or  if  you’ve  been  bad,  Knacht  Rupprecht  comes 
and  leaves  a  Rute  [a  whip],  which  the  parents  can 
hit  the  bad  children  with.  A  little  cruel,  don’t  you 
think?  In  my  family,  we  don’t  put  up  our  tree  until 
the  22nd  of  December  and  Christmas  is  cel¬ 
ebrated  on  the  24th  at  night  here.  I  mean,  we  go 
to  church  and  then  we  come  home  and  eat  and 
then  open  presents,  a  little  different  from  the  idea 
of  Santa  coming  in  the  night.  Instead,  S  t.  N  ickolaus 
comes  while  the  children  are  at  church.  (Nor¬ 
mally,  one  of  the  parents  stay  at  home  and  sets  out 
the  presents.)  We  don’t  have  stockings  hanging 
on  the  fireplace  here  either.  It’s  interesting  to  me 
to  see  that  the  same  holiday  can  be  celebrated  so 
differendy,  even  though  the  differences  are  rela¬ 
tively  small.  Merry  Christmas  to  all  and  a  Happy 
New  Year  too! 


Hello  from  the 
History  Club! 


Keying 
into  Volunteer 
Services 


By  Winnie  Moy,  I 
Editorial  Board  Associate 


Surprisingly,  not  a  great  number  of  students  know 
what  the  Key  Club  is  or  what  it  stands  for.  The  Key  Club  is 
a  club  that  devotes  all  of  its  time  to  volunteer  and  charity 
work.  Since  the  beginning  of  this  school  year,  it  has  been 
involved  in  various  activities  including  the  Book  Drive, 
Coat  Drive,  AIDS  Dance-A-Thon,  Santa’s  Kitchen,  and 
World  AIDS  day.  Soon  club  members  will  have  the  oppor¬ 
tunity  to  work  for  Rosie’s  Place,  Project  Bread,  and  the 
Blood  Drive.  The  Key  Club  is  one  of  the  most  worthwhile 
extracurricular  activities  that  BLS  has  to  offer.  We  believe 
that  by  joining  this  club,  students  will  be  able  to  expand  their 
minds  and  work  for  the  good  of  American  society. 
Meetings  take  place  every  Wednesday  in  room  115  after 
school. 

Sponsor :  Dr.  Carroll 
President:  Valerie  Towe 
Vice  President:  Meghan  Foley 
Treasurer:  Maria  Dubrowski 
Secretary:  Winnie  Moy 


By  Eric  Martin,  II 
Contributing  Writer 
&  Matthew  J.  O’Malley,  II 
Collating  Editor 


Boston  Latin  School’s  newest  club  incorporates 
videos,  guest  speakers  and  a  wonderful  sponsor  (this  could 
be  anybody...)  to  promote  greater  appreciation  for  history. 
Now-a-days  many  people  do  not  know  or  care  about  history. 
Therefore,  the  History  Club  feels  that  there  is  a  great  need 
for  a  club  of  its  type. 

At  the  first  meeting  we  had  an  unexpected  turnout 
of  thirty-four  enthusiasts.  By  our  last  meeting  our  enroll¬ 
ment  had  almost  doubled,  and  currently  boasts  over  sixty 
members.  At  this  time  we  are  trying  to  organize  a  costume 
ball  and  Roman  feast  for  this  spring.  We  have  begun  a 
keynote  address  series,  in  which  foremost  authorities  give 
brief  talks  pertaining  to  their  areas  of  expertise.  Another 
project  which  we  hope  to  accomplish  is  to  publish  a  small 
newsletter  that  would  contain  research  on  school  and  local 
history,  as  well  as  editorials  and  articles  relating  to  past 
events. 

We  meet  on  alternating  Thursdays  in  room  208  at 
2: 10  PM,  so  feel  free  to  drop  by  at  any  time  and  join  us. 


Teach  Boston 


Alumnus  Returns:  English  High  School  students  accompanied  by  BLS  alumnus 
visited  BLS  and  spoke  to  peer  tutors  for  the  Teach  Boston  program. 


7am-6pm,  Monday-Friday 

8am-5pm,  Weekends 

AVAILABLE 

■  school  supplies 
•  study  materials 

■  sundries. 

Sparr's 

Drug  Store 

(617)  738-9737 

635  Huntinhton  Awe 

Boston,  Mass.  02115 
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Recalling  the 
Italian  Exchange 


By.  Nicole  DeBenedictis,  II 
Business  Manager 


We  knew  that  the  day  would  even¬ 
tually  come,  but  we  pushed  it  to  the  back  of 
our  minds  for  as  long  as  we  possibly  could. 
Now  it  was  too  late,  and  we  could  no  longer 
deny  the  path  of  destiny.  Standing  there 
with  the  Italian  exchange  students  at  the 
airport,  I  could  not  help  but  reminisce  about 
the  two  eventful,  hectic,  enjoyable,  and,  at 
times,  crazy  weeks  we  had  just  experienced 
and  shared  with  our  new-found  “amici” 
from  Bolongna. 


On  that 
same  day  only  two 
weeks  earlier,  all  of 
us  hosts  of  Italian 
exchange  students 
and  our  families  ea¬ 
gerly  awaited  the  ar¬ 
rival  of  our  Italian 
exchange  students  at 
the  International  Ar¬ 
rivals  section  of  Logan  Airport.  Every  time 
the  automatic  door  opened  numerous  sets  of 
eyes  peered  into  the  customs  area  beyond  in 
the  hope  of  seeing  one  of  the  students.  Every 
time  that  door  opened  cameras  were  poised 
and  focused,  but  no  student  emerged  from 
within.  Finally,  twenty-seven  people  bom¬ 
barded  us  all  at  once  from  our  former  focal 
point.  We  soon  Figured  out  to  which  Ameri¬ 
can  each  Italian  belonged.  Upon  learning 
that  one  student  was  not  able  to  find  his 
luggage,  we  all  offered  useless  help  and 
were  soon  transporting  our  students  to  their 
adopted  homes  for  the  coming  fortnight. 

During  their  visit  to  Boston,  the 
students  were  kept  busy  every  day,  either 
attending  classes  at  BLS,  sightseeing,  shop¬ 
ping,  or  just  spending  time  with  their  host 
families.  Their  first  Monday  at  our  school 
was  a  day  of  First  impressions.  We  had  a 
welcoming  reception  for  them  in  the  library, 
followed  by  a  guided  tour  of  BLS.  Every¬ 
thing  seemed  big  to  them:  the  school  build¬ 
ing,  cafeteria,  auditorium,  two  gymnasiums, 
and  the  population  of  the  student  body. 
However,  they  were  not  daunted  by  the  size 
and  quickly  became  accustomed  to  the  build¬ 
ing  and  the  classes.  That  Monday  was  one 
of  the  laziest  days  for  them,  since  from  then 
on  lots  of  sightseeing  was  in  order.  On  their 
own  they  went  to  the  Museum  of  Fine  Arts, 
a  reception  with  Mayor  Menino  at  City  Hall, 
The  Isabella  Stuart  Gardner  Museum,  Copley 
Place,  Harvard,  MIT,  and  a  few  other  attrac- 
tions  in  and  around  Boston.  With  us  Ameri¬ 
cans  they  climbed  the  John  Hancock  Build¬ 
ing,  ate  at  the  Hard  Rock  Cafe,  visited  Ply¬ 
mouth  Plantation  and  Marconi  Beach  on 
Cape  Cod,  attended  a  dinner  at  the  Dante 
Alighieri  Society  in  Cambridge,  roamed 
Faneuil  Hall,  Quincy  Market,  the  North 


...miss  the  irregularity  of  our 
schedules,  the  fun  times  we 
shared  with  them,  and  the 
unforgettable  memories  we 
made  together. 


End,  Back  Bay,  and  followed  the  Freedom 
Trail. 

November  was  perhaps  one  of  the 
best  months  for  these  students  to  come  to 
Boston.  They  experienced  certain  events 
and  occasions  that  are  not  only  uniquely 
American,  but  also  some  which  are  unique 
to  Boston  Latin.  They  were  here  for  the  big 
chills  of  New  England  in  autumn,  and  were 
even  for  our  first  dusting  of  snow.  The  “pep 
rally”  was  a  new  concept  to  them  which  they 
seemed  to  really  get  in  to.  They  felt  com  fort- 
able  with  the  amount  of  school  spirit  we 
exhibited  when  we  told  them  that  blue  is  a 
color  which  is  not  to  be  worn,  while  they 
could  pour  on  the  purple  and  Fit 
in  with  the  rest  of  the  school. 
Homogeneity  set  in  as  they  wit¬ 
nessed  many  different  races  and 
religions  blend  into  one  BLS  race 
as  everyone  simultaneously 
chanted  “Bomb  the  Blue”  and  “ 
...  Fight,  Fight,  fight...”  Their  First 
American  football  experience 
took  place  on  Nickerson  Field  on 
an  unusually  warm  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  morning.  Noticing  that  the 
crowd  in  the  BLS  stands  was 
losing  interest  in  the  game,  they 
took  it  upon  themselves  to  shout 
— ■  incantations  of 

praise  and  encour¬ 
agement  in  Italian 
even  if  they  were 
meant  for  Italian  soc¬ 
cer  and  basketball 
teams.  Thanksgiv¬ 
ing  was  not  only  a 
day  of  football,  but 
also  a  day  of  turkey, 
stuffing,  apple  pie,  cranberry  sauce,  and 
eating  way  too  much,  until  one  can  do  noth¬ 
ing  except  sleep  for  a  few  hours  and  then 
watch  some  more  football. 

Yes,  these  two  weeks  surely  did 
pass  quickly;  so  fast,  in  fact,  that  by  the  time 
we  were  ready  to  put  our  students  on  the 
health  insurance  and  to  give  them  a  key  to 
the  house,  it  was  time  for  them  to  leave. 
Upon  asking  the  students  if  they  wanted  to 
leave,  they  all  emphatically  agreed  that  they 
would  rather  stay.  When  the  moment  Finally 
came  to  bid  them  a  safe  trip,  everyone  be¬ 
came  sentimental,  and  the  hugs  and  kisses 
lasted  nearly  ten  minutes.  Some  parents  and 
teachers  were  so  overcome  by  emotion  that, 
now  with  tear-stained  faces,  they  needed 
some  consoling  that  they  would  keep  in 
touch  and  would  all  meet  again.  We  Ameri¬ 
can  students  were  also  upset,  but  the  Italians 
kept  reassuring  us  that  we  would  see  each 
other  in  April. 

Now  with  the  Bolognese  exchange 
students  gone,  our  lives  have  all  pretty  much 
gone  back  to  normal.  We  can  sit  in  our 
regularly  assigned  seats  in  classes  once  again. 
We  can  complete  all  of  our  homework  and 
study  for  all  of  our  tests.  We  can  go  about 
our  daily  lives  without  wondering  what  time 
and  where  we  have  to  pick  up  our  students. 
We  can  eat  normally,  get  more  sleep,  and 
call  our  friends  as  often  as  we  like  without 
being  rude  to  our  guests.  However,  we  also 
miss  the  irregularity  of  our  schedules,  the 
fun  times  we  shared  with  them,  and  the 
unforgettable  memories  we  made  together. 
In  April,  we  will  all  be  together  again  to 
make  new  memories,  and  have  new  experi¬ 
ences,  visit  new  sites  -  only  the  next  time  in 
the  city  of  Bologna. 


All  Smiles:  The  Italian  Exchange  students  smile  at  famous 
historical  sites. 


La  Nostra  Esperienza 
a  Boston 

By  Alessandro  Mussetto 
Special  to  the  Argo 


Hi!  I  am  one  of  the  22  Italian  stu¬ 
dents  that  came  on  Friday,  November  10th 
for  an  exchange  program  between  our  school, 
the  Liceo  Galvani  in  Bologna,  and  Boston 
Latin  School.  This  is  the  First  time  that  we 
have  had  this  exchange.  This  year  is  the 
hundredth  anniversary  of  the  first  telegraphic 
trans- Atlantic  trans¬ 
mission  sent  by 
Guglielmo  Marconi, 
a  scientist  who  was 
born  in  Bologna. 

Wanting  to  com¬ 
memorate  this  occa¬ 
sion,  our  English 
teacher,  Ms.  Mignani,  approached  Ms. 
Durkin  last  year  with  the  idea  of  an  ex¬ 
change  program.  After  many  months  of 
planning,  we  finally  arrived  in  Boston. 

We  spent  two  weeks  with  families 
of  Boston  Latin  School  students  who  showed 
much  hospitality  and  generosity  toward  all 
of  us.  During  our  stay  in  Boston,  we  visited 


many  museums  including  the  Museum  of 
Fine  Arts,  the  Isabella  Stewart  Gardner 
Museum,  and  the  Museum  of  Science,  and 
also  many  well  known  places  such  as  Copley 
Square,  the  Hancock  Building,  and  Harvard 
University.  We  liked  seeing  these  famous 
sites  around  the  city,  but  I  think  that  the  most 
unforgettable  expe¬ 
riences  that  we  had 
were  at  school  and 
with  our  host  fami¬ 
lies.  At  Boston 
Latin,  we  saw  a 
school  which  was 
different  from  ours. 
Here,  there  are  people  of  many  different 
cultures  (Japanese,  Hispanic,  African- 
American,  et  al)  who  attend  school  together, 
and  classes  are  conducted  in  the  “classical” 
educational  style.  Living  with  a  family,  we 
learned  that  American  customs  are  not  very 
different  from  our  own,  and  we  realized  that 
we  are  very  much  alike  in  terms  of  food. 


...Boston  Latin  School  stu¬ 
dents  who  showed  much 
hospitality  and  generosity 
toward  all  of  us. 


hobbies,  and  family  values. 

To  sum  up  our  experience,  I  think  that  all  of  us  enjoyed  ourselves  very  much  and 
spent  days  that  will  not  be  forgotten.  We  look  forward  to  hosting  our  new  American  friends 
in  April  when  they  visit  Bologna. 
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Luck  of  the  Draw 


By  Feng  Yuan  Xu,  IV 
Staff  Writer 


Older  Boston  Latin  stu¬ 
dents  are  ranked  annually  and  semi¬ 
annually,  depending  on  what  grade 
the  student  is  in.  The  ranks  are 
determined  by  one’s  report  card 
grades  and  how  many  honors  and 
AP  classes  one  takes.  While  some 
people  are  grateful  for  ranks  be¬ 
cause  it  makes  them  “look  smart” 
when  applying  for  colleges,  other 
students  are  embarrassed  by  their 
ranks.  Since  Boston  Latin’s  rank¬ 
ing  system  is  based  on  how  many 
honors  and  AP  courses  a  student 
takes,  it  is  unfair  to  some  students. 

First  of  all,  we  have  to 
realize  that  the  person  with  the  best 
grades  who  is  ranked  number  one 
is  not  necessarily  the  “smartest” 
person  in  the  grade.  In  order  to  do 
well  at  ^ 


seeing  who  has  the  most  knowl¬ 
edge  in  academic  studies.  Some 
students  have  teachers  that  give 
one  homework  assignment  a  week 
and  two  easy  tests  a  term.  Other 
students  have  harder  teachers  that 
not  only  give  harder  work,  but  re¬ 
quire  written  work  and  oral  pre¬ 
sentations  as  well.  Teachers  also 
grade  differently.  Some  teachers 
drop  the  lowest  test  grade,  some 
grade  the  class  on  a  curve,  some 
teachers  count  class  participation, 
and  some  teachers  give  you  extra 
points  if  you  do  your  homework.  A 
number  of  teachers  even  allow 
extra  credit  assignments.  A 
studen  t’  s  report  card  grade  depends 
a  lot  on  which  teacher  he  or  she 
has.  A  student  may  be  getting  a 
“C”  in  one  teacher’s  class  butcould 
easily  get  a  “B+”  in  another 
teacher’s  class.  A  student’s  rank 
—  depends 


Boston  First  of  all,  we  have  to  realize  partly  on 


that  the  person  with  the  best 
grades  who  is  ranked 
number  one  is  not 
necessarily  the  "smartest" 
person  in  the  grade. 


Latin,  you  do 
not  need  a 
high  IQ.  All 
you  need  is 
time  and  a 
good 
memory. 

Most  of  the 
subjects  at  Boston  Latin  School  do 
not  require  much  thinking  ability, 
just  memorization.  One  can  easily 
get  an  high  grade  in  a  class  by 
spending  a  lot  of  time  reading  the 
textbook  and  memorizing.  Boston 
Latin’s  ranking  system  should  not 
be  taken  as  an  intelligence  ranking 
system  but  as  a  ranking  system  of 
how  much  time  and  effort  one  puts 
into  his  or  her  studies. 

A  student  enrolled  in  an 
honors  or  AP  course  has  a  great 
advantage,  having  up  to  twelve 
extra  points,  over  a  student  who 
isn’t.  This  is  unfair  to  students  who 
take  courses  for  which  honors  and 
AP  level  classes  are  not  offered. 
For  example,  in  this  school  there 
are  no  Chinese  or  Italian  honors  or 
AP  classes.  This  means  a  student 
who  may  be  qualified  for  honors 
courses  which  could  improve  the 
student’s  rank  won’t  be  able  to 
have  that  chance.  So  because  one 
student  chose  French,  Spanish,  or 
German,  he  or  she  can  be  in  an 
honors  course  and  has  an  advan¬ 
tage  in  the  ranking  system.  It  is 
also  unfair  to  B-sies  who  are  one 
year  behind  their  classmates.  B- 
sies  are  often  not  given  the  chance 
they  deserve  to  transfer  into  an 
honors  class.  I  think  that  Boston 
Latin  should  realize  that  there  are 
other  schools  out  there  that  are  just 
as  good  as  ours,  and  that  students 
from  those  schools  are  not  that  far 
behind  academically. 

Ranking  students  by 
grades  is  not  an  accurate  way  of 


luck. 

A  better 
way  of 
evaluating 
a  student’s 
perfamanoe 
in  class 
would  be 
to  require  all  the  teachers  to  have 
the  same  grading  policy.  If  it  is  a 
tough  policy,  then  we’ll  all  suffer. 
If  it  is  easy,  we’ll  all  do  well.  It  is 
a  good  idea  to  have  the  teachers 
that  teach  the  same  subjects  give 
the  same  tests  and,  if  possible,  have 
the  same  teaching  techniques. 
Since  we  are  all  getting  the  same 
education,  there  is  nothing  to  lose 
by  requiring  all  the  classes  to  take 
the  same  tests  (excluding  honors 
and  AP  classes  because  they 
already  have  an  advantage  in  the 
ranking  system).  This  way,  it  will 
be  fair  to  everybody,  and  nobody 
will  have  an  easy  teacher  and  no 
one  will  have  a  hard  teacher.  All 
non-honors  students  should  be 
strictly  evaluated  to  see  if  they  are 
eligible  for  honors,  since  honors 
classes  play  such  a  big  role  in  our 
ranks.  And  honors  students  doing 
poorly  should  step  down  and  give 
others  a  chance.  I  know  that  all 
this  extra  testing  and  evaluating 
doesn’t  exactly  appeal  to  every¬ 
one,  since  some  students  may  be 
enjoying  their  easy  teachers.  But 
when  applying  for  colleges,  we 
cannot  exactly  explain  that  we  had 
especially  hard  teachers,  and  that 
is  why  we  got  the  bad  grades  and 
therefore  the  unpleasant  ranks. 
Having  uniform  teaching,  grading, 
and  testing  policies  would  make 
our  report  card  grades  an  accurate 
representation  of  our  academics 
rather  than  a  piece  of  paper  of 
which  the  contents  depend  partly 
on  luck. 
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Don’t  Rank  on  Ranks 


By  Sarah  Carter,  III 
Staff  Writer 


Personally,  the  idea  of 
being  ranked  at  the  end  of  this  year 
terrifies  me;  however,  in  spite  of 
the  anxiety  attached  to  this  pro¬ 
cess,  class  ranking  is  vital  to  our 
high  school  experience  and  to  the 
college  admission  process.  We 
often  forget  that  this  has  been  with 
us,  to  a  lesser  extent,  even  before 
the  September  day  we  all  came 
here. 

Class  rank  is  important 
It  gives  a  real  meaning  to  the  A’s, 
B’s,  C’s,  D’s  and  F’s  we  find  on 
our  report  cards  at  the  end  of  each 
semester.  Without  class  rank  a 
student  would  have  nothing  with 
which  to  compare  his  or  her  own 
achievements.  What  would  a  B 
really  be  worth  without  a  certain 
number  of  people  with  A’s  and  a 
much  greater  number  of  people 
with  C’s,  D’s  and  F’s? 

When  we  received  our 
acceptance  letters  to  BLS ,  we  were 
informed  about  not  only  our  scores 
but  also  our  placement  in  relation 
to  all  other  test  takers.  Our  rank 
among  these  students  determined 
our  acceptance  or  rejection  to  BLS . 
From  the  beginning  BLS  has  been 
a  competitive  world.  After  taking 
the  initial  test,  we  then  compete  for 
honors  and  advanced  placement 
courses,  grades,  class  rank  and  fi¬ 
nally  college  admissions.  While 


class  rank  is  based  solely  on  our 
grade  point  averages  and  the  avail¬ 
ability  of  honors  and  advanced 
placement  courses,  it  does  give  an 
overall  picture  of  our  achieve¬ 
ments. 

This  “overall  picture” 
helps  some  and  hurts  others.  The 
class  ranking  system  is  objective. 
Our  ranks  are  calculated  by  our 
grades,  and  are  weighted  accord- 

At  least  twenty  per¬ 
cent  of  the  colleges  in 
America,  as  surveyed 
by  the  NASSP  during 
the  1992-93  school 
year,  reported  that 
"students  would  be 
at  a  disadvantage  if 
they  didn't  submit  a 
ranking 

ing  to  whether  our  classes  are 

reachback,  regular,  honors  or  A.P. 

Class  rank,  along  with  our 
grade  point  averages  (GPA),  SAT 
or  ACT  scores,  and  personal  es¬ 
says,  are  considered  by  many  to  be 
an  integral  part  of  the  college  ac¬ 
ceptance  (or  rejection)  process. 
Colleges  need  to  have  something 
to  which  they  can  compare  a 
student’s  grades  and  thus  know 
how  well  the  student  has  performed 
in  relation  to  his  or  her  peers.  At 


least  twenty  percent  of  the  col¬ 
leges  in  America,  as  surveyed  by 
the  National  Association  of  Sec¬ 
ondary  School  Principals  (NASSP) 
during  the  1992-93  school  year, 
reported  that  “students  would  be  at 
a  disadvantage  if  they  didn’t  sub¬ 
mit  a  ranking.” 

In  many  schools  across 
the  country  the  class  ranking  sys¬ 
tem  has  been  abolished.  At  BLS, 
the  traditional  nature  of  the  school, 
the  practicality  of  a  ranking  sys¬ 
tem,  and  the  sheer  size  of  the  school 
mandates  a  class  rank  system.  I 
can  safely  say  that  our  school  will 
always  have  a  ranking  system.  I 
am  not  ignorant  of  the  fact  that 
there  are  many  people  who  are 
strongly  opposed  to  the  class  rank¬ 
ing  system  and  at  times  I  consider 
myself  to  be  among  their  numbers. 
The  fact  remains,  however,  that 
both  BLS  and  the  world  that  sur¬ 
rounds  it  are  very  competitive.  We 
all  must  accept  this  competitive¬ 
ness  and  learn  to  work  with  it, 
instead  of  against  it. 

As  a  sophomore,  I  have 
yet  to  be  ranked.  I  cannot  say 
exactly  how  I  will  feel.  I  guess  that 
will  depend  on  my  number,  and  I 
expect  some  anxious  moments  at 
the  end  of  the  year.  Regardless  of 
my  placement  in  rank,  I  will  be 
glad  to  know  where  I  stand, 
whereever  that  may  be. 


Rat  Race  for  Rank 


By  Addy  Parker,  II 
Contributing  Writer 

Often  systems  start  out 
with  good  intentions,  yet  lose 
their  purpose  and  become  cor¬ 
rupt  as  time  goes  on.  This  is  how 
I  see  school  nowadays.  I  like  the 
idea.of  school.  I  really  do.  I  like 

...the  true  purpose 
of  school  must  not 
have  been  written 
down,  because 
everyone  forgot. 

waking  up  every  day  with  a  pur¬ 
pose.  I  like  learning,  I  like  know¬ 
ing  things,  earning  knowledge 
with  hard  work.  That’s  what 
school  seemed  to  be  about  when 
it  started.  However,  the  true  pur¬ 
pose  of  school  must  not  have 
been  written  down  because  ev¬ 
eryone  forgot. 

Okay,  so,  when  you 
bring  home  a  report  card  full  of 
C’s  and  F’s  and  say,  hey,  mom,  I 
have  learned  so  much  this  term, 
I  understand  Shakespeare  and 
trigonometry  and  I  love  to  read 
and  th  ink,  what  does  your  mother 
say?  But  if  you  come  home  with 
A’s  and  an  empty  head,  she 
sm  iles  and  goo-ga  ’  s  and  pats  you 
on  the  head.  Good  Job,  Monkey, 
godo  some  more  mindless  tricks. 
Not  that  getting  good  grades  is 
mindless.  If  it  were,  everyone 
would  be  getting  straight  A’s. 


Grades  should  reflect  your  hard 
work,  and  the  knowledge  you  ac¬ 
quire.  But,  they  don’t.  Everyone  is 
so  grade  obsessed  and  crazy,  it’s 
not  their  fault.  I  mean,  what  else 
would  you  become  in  an  institu¬ 
tion  where  the  majority  of  the  teach¬ 
ers  don’t  care  at  all  about  their 
respective  subjects,  and  we  are 
branded  like  cows,  given  numbers 
to  string  around  our  necks  and  pa¬ 
rade  down  the  hallway  like  some 
sick  fashion  show?  I  hate  rank. 
And  not  just  because  my  rank  dis¬ 
pleases  me,  but  because  I  always 
thought  learning,  not  grades  and 
honors  classes  and  APs,  was  our 
first  priority,  and  because  I  always 
thought  humans  were  above  titles 
and  classing  people  not  in  terms  of 
their  moral  character  or  intellect 
and  ideas,  but  in  terms  of  the  dif¬ 
ference  of  a  bunch  of  meaningless 
letters. 

I  was  wrong.  And  the 
worst  part  is,  I  used  to  not  care 
about  grades  or  rank.  Then  they 
broke  into  my  head.  They  got  in¬ 
side,  infected  me  with  their  dis¬ 
ease,  and  I  feel  myself  becoming 
lost  in  numbers  and  letters.  Taking 
classes  not  out  of  interest  but  for 
credit,  calculating  points,  compar¬ 
ing,  comparing,  constantly.  I  got 
approbation  for  the  first  time  this 
term.  All  of  a  sudden,  I  feel  the 
difference.  Whereas  before  I  was  a 
defect  of  the  school  society,  1  am 
now  a  member  of  the  Great  Rat 
Race.  Teachers  actually  like  me, 
and  my  mother  enlarged  my  report 


card  and  taped  it  to  the  refrigera¬ 
tor,  so  when  I  go  get  an  apple  I’m 
reminded  of  what  a  great  person 
I  am.  What  an  asset  I  am. 

Sometimes  in  the  rare 
flashes  of  sanity,  I  see  what  I’ve 
become.  As  melodramatic  as  it 
may  sound,  it’s  true.  I  gave  up 
mv  identity  to  be  part  of  this  race 

...before  I  was  a 
defect  of  the  school 
society,  I  am  now  a 
member  of  the 
Great  Rat  Race 

that  never  ends.  Is  it  for  cheese? 
Is  that  what  we’re  killing  our¬ 
selves  for?  Does  anyone  really 
know  what  we’re  losing  sleep 
over,  what  we’re  getting  our  ul¬ 
cers  over?  Why  aren’t  individu¬ 
alism  and  independent  thought 
treasured?  Why  are  quality,  ex¬ 
cited  teachers  not  our  first  prior¬ 
ity?  A  student  can  be  kicked  out 
of  school  so  easily,  and  yet  the 
shapers  of  the  next  generation’s 
minds  seem  to  be  securein  a  job 
until  hell  freezes  over.  I’ve  had  a 
few  great  teachers,  and  if  all  the 
teachers  could  love  what  they  do 
as  much  as  these,  I  think  school 
wouldn’t  be  quite  so  sick  a  place. 
Where  are  our  priorities?  I  guess 
the  Great  Rat  Race  does  not  end 
in  cheese.  B  ut  no  one  notices  that 
the  quicker  we  run  towards  it,  the 
moldier  it  becomes. 
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The  Real  Deal  with  Ranks 


By  Kate  Fruman,  II 
Layout  Editor 


In  the  first  term  of  our  Junior  year  at 
Latin  School  we  receive  little  white  papers 
with  numbers  on  them  -  our  sophomore  rank. 
However  strange  it  is  to  consider  that  a  single 
number  can  affect  a  person  dramatically,  it  is 
a  fact  that  the  ranks  change  most  of  our  lives.  A 
number  assigned  to  us  according  to  our  grades 
becomes  a  goal,  a  determinant  of  our  future,  a 
source  of  inspiration  or  depression. .  .it  becomes 
an  obsession.  Yet  the  system  by  which  this 
number  is  determined  is  seriously  flawed  and 
has  not  been  altered  significantly  in  the  past 
few  years.  It  is  also  a  fact  that  the  system  was 
created  entirely  by  a  selected  group  of  teachers 
and  administrators,  with  no  input  from  the 
students  whatsoever. 

In  an  attempt  to  find  out  more  about 
the  number  which  is  supposed  to  represent  my 
achievement  of  the  past  two  years,  I  spoke  to 
the  person  in  charge  of  ranking,  Mr.  Page.  The 
description  of  class  rank  which  he  provided  for 
me  states  that  it  is  “an  attempt  to  assign  a 
number  to  a  student  which  affords  a  compari¬ 
son  of  academic  achievement  between  that 
student  and  his  classmates.”  This  same  de¬ 
scription  also  mentions  the  fact  that  different 
schools  use  different  systems  of  ranking,  and 
some  schools  do  not  rank  their  students  at  all. 
This  information  implies  that  there  is  no  set 
standard  for  ranking.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  since 
some  schools  survive  without  academic  rank, 
Boston  Latin  School  could  probably  do  that, 
too.  It  is  also  interesting  to  note  that  since  the 
system  of  ranking  BLS  uses  is  obviously  im¬ 
perfect,  as  the  word  ‘  attempt’  implies,  we  would 
probably  be  better  off  without  one. 

It  is  very  tempting  indeed  to  write  a 
five-hundred  word  essay  on  why  ranks  should 
be  abolished.  It  is  more  tempting  to  explain 
why  the  system  does  not  work  in  our  school 
specifically,  and  why  attaching  numbers  to 
people  is  no  way  to  try  to  inspire  them  to  work 


By  Nina  Smoylar,  111 

Staff  Writer 


Ranks  are  a  big  part  of  Boston  Latin. 
All  aspects  of  the  education  system  here  affect 
an  individual  ’  s  rank:  teachers,  levels  of  courses, 
methods  of  grading,  methods  of  teaching,  en¬ 
tering  in  the  seventh  or  ninth  grade.  While 
ranks  may  be  significant  in  indicating  a  par¬ 
ticular  student’s  intellectual  ability,  it  does  not 
represent  the  whole  person  to  college  admis¬ 
sions  officers,  nor  will  it  at  any  point  in  the 
future.  We’re  all  familiar  with  the  way  class 
ranks  are  produced.  Class  rank  is  determined 
by  an  accumulation  of  points  based  on  final 
grades,  course  factors,  and  extra  points  awarded 
for  A’ s  received  in  regular  classes  only.  Junior 
rank  is  the  sum  of  the  sophomore  point  total 
multiplied  by  three  and  the  junior  point  total 
multiplied  by  four.  The  final  senior  rank  is 
determined  by  the  sum  of  the  junior  rank  and 
the  senior  point  total  multiplied  by  six.  To  find 
out  how  much  we  should  worry  about  all  this 
rank  hoopla,  I  interviewed  a  few  people  around 
the  building  who  had  various  things  to  say 
about  the  matter. 

First,  I  interviewed  Mr.  Page,  who  is 
responsible  for  producing  the  ranks  for  stu¬ 
dents  every  year: 

Can  you  describe  how  much  ranks  are  worth 
for  college  admission? 

Depends  what  a  particular  college 
may  be  looking  at.  It’s  part  of  a  big  picture. 
You  can’t  consider  something  more  important 


harder.  And  of  course  it  is  tempting  also  to  rave 
for  lines  and  lines  about  the  fact  that  the  rank¬ 
ing  system  makes  students  work  toeam  grades, 
not  to  leam,  and  that  it  makes  the  students 
choose  courses  which  will  amount  in  a  higher 
rank  over  those  in  which  they  are  really  inter¬ 
ested.  It  is  unrealistic  to  think  that  all  of  the 
above  topics  can  be  discussed  in  one  article. 

It  is,  however,  not  altogether  improb¬ 
able  that  the  system  could  be  revised.  The 
description  of  class  rank  states  that  it  is  sup¬ 
posed  to  be  “fair  and  equitable  to  the  students,” 
but  the  system  in  itself  implies  unequal  oppor¬ 
tunity  for  those  students  who  come  into  the 
school  in  the  ninth  grade.  Mr.  Page  tried  to 
explain  that  starting  the  ranking  system  in  the 
tenth  grade  instead  of  the  ninth  minimizes  this 
inequality.  However,  this  statement  in  itself  is 


"The  description  of  class 
rank  ...is  'an  attempt  to 
assign  a  number  to  a  stu- 
dent..." 

alarming  in  its  wording,  since  it  claims  to 
minimize  inequality,  not  eliminate  it  altogether. 
Eliminating  this  inequality  would  be  impos¬ 
sible  with  the  present  ranking  system,  since 
now  regular  courses  weigh  less  than  honors 
courses  which  are  not  as  readily  available  for 
B-sies  as  they  are  for  A-sies. 

However,  even  if  the  problem  of  the 
minority  of  the  students  who  enter  in  the  ninth 
grade  is  ignored,  it  is  unfair  to  ignore  the  fact 
that  different  teachers  in  the  school  have  differ¬ 
ent  grading  systems.  While  some  students  are 
showered  with  unearned  A’s,  others  must  toil 
for  their  B’s  and  C’s  in  the  same  subject.  Had 
the  system  been  properly  designed,  those  stu¬ 
dents  who  leam  the  most  would  be  receiving 
the  highest  rank.  Instead  the  first  numbers  are 
given  to  those  with  the  highest  grades,  whether 
earned  with  hard  work  or  given  away. 

The  rank  is  supposed  to  measure  our 
“academic  achievement,”  but  what  does  that 
mean?  We  come  into  the  school  system  to 


Speaking  of 


than  something  else.  A  good  rank  can  certainly 
be  helpful.  If  an  individual’s  rank  is  not  where 
they  wanted  it  to  be,  the  rest  of  the  application 
can  certainly  recompense. 

How  much  do  ranks  weigh  against  SAT 
scores,  activities,  recommendationss,  etc.? 

[Ranks]  will  be  part  of  the  whole 
package.  You  can’t  really  evaluate  what’s 
more  important:  SAT  scores,  activities,  orranks. 
It’s  the  same  as  saying  what  do  you  need  more, 
your  right  leg  or  your  left  arm? 

Have  you  found  that  using  the  rankng  systems 
helps  BLS  students  over  students  from  other 
schools  in  college  admission? 

I  tltink  Latin  is  in  a  very  competitive 
situation  with  other  schools.  [Rank]  is  a  way 
of  distinguishing  candidates.  If  a  student  is 
doing  well,  then  yes,  it  does  help.  So  many 
students  apply  to  competitive  schools,  it’s  more 
of  a  help  than  a  hindrance. 

Any  additional  thoughts? 

Anxiety  about  ranks  is  reasonable 
and  expected.  In  fact,  for  many  students  it  s  a 
wake  up  call.  They  receive  their  rank  and  see 
that  it’s  250  or  something  and  they  think,  “Hey , 
that’s  not  me,”  and  they  start  getting  their  act 
together.  The  anxiety  should  be  to  a  certain 
point.  Ranks  are  much  part  of  the  whole 
picture.  We  try  to  give  schools  as  much  infor- 


leam  (at  least  that  is  the  idea),  and  end  up  being 
ranked  not  on  the  amount  of  knowledge  we 
receive  or  retain,  but  on  the  number  of  points 
we  are  given  in  the  process.  There  are  brilliant 
teachers  in  the  building  whose  students  receive 
barely  passing  grades  but  leam  infinitely  more 
than  the  students  of  those  who  care  nothing 
about  education.  However,  the  present  system 
not  only  fails  to  take  this  fact  into  account,  but 
actually  punishes  those  who  had  the  harder 
teacher. 

The  present  ranking  system  is  dis¬ 
torted  by  definition.  It  assigns  us  a  number  on 
the  basis  of  points  we  are  given,  not  those  we  . 
earn.  We  receive  no  points  for  our  effort.  We 
receive  no  points  for  the  nights  we  spend  try  ing 
to  study  Latin  or  write  a  project  for  English. 
Wereceiveno points  for  spending  weekends  in 
the  library  instead  of  hiking  or  exercising  or 
enjoying  life  the  way  teenagers  are  supposed 
to. 

We  are  assigned  a  number  for  our 
ability  to  adapt  to  a  set,  rigid  system.  I  have  no 
problem  with  that  -  adapting  is  a  very  useful 
skill  indeed.  I  just  do  not  understand  why  the 
number  we  receive  on  that  piece  of  paper  that 
is  supposed  to  change  our  outlook  on  life  is 
called  our  “academic  rank,”  not  “level  of  adapt¬ 
ability”. 

Mr.  Page  pointed  out  to  me  more  than 
once  when  I  spoke  to  him  that  ranks  do  not 
determine  our  quality  as  people;  they  are  only 
supposed  to  help  us  find  ourselves  in  relation¬ 
ship  to  other  Boston  Latin  School  students 
academically.  However,  if  the  system  is  not 
perfected,  if  it  shows  obvious  bias  against 
certain  groups  of  students  and  obvious,  al¬ 
though  unintentional,  favoritism  towards  oth¬ 
ers,  then  it  is  not  doing  its  job.  The  systemmust 
be  thoroughly  revised,  and  not  only  by  teachers 
as  was  the  present  system,  but  by  students  of 
the  school  as  well.  Perhaps  if  those  of  us  who 
found  themselves  unhappy  with  their  ranks 
could  contribute  some  insight  to  the  system 
which  assigned  their  ranks  to  them,  ranking 
would  become  less  of  a  painful  initiation  rite 
and  more  of  the  academic  booster  it  was  de¬ 
signed  to  be. 


The  System 

mation  about  our  students  as  possible. 

I  also  interviewed  Mr.  Miller,  one  of 
the  junior/senior  guidance  counselors,  who’s 
in  charge  of  college  applications. 

Is  the  ranking  system  helpful  to  students? 

In  a  school  like  this,  it  is  important 
because  the  senior  class  has  so  many  people.  In 
small  and  private  schools,  you  have  to  go  by 
grades.  There  is  no  competition.  Your  grades 
are  very  important,  but  by  themselves,  they’re 
not.  Colleges  want  a  person  who  is  a  person. 

How  much  is  the  rank  worth  for  college  admis¬ 
sion? 

There  is  no  definite  percentage.  To 
gain  a  picture,  let’s  say  that  when  applying  to 
schools  such  as  Harvard  and  Y ale,  the  top  10% 
are  accepted.  Your  academics  are  very  impor¬ 
tant.  SAT  scores  are  not  important,  not  as 
important  as  people  make  it.  Your  academics 
are  the  most  important  thing. 

Have  you  found  that  using  the  ranking  system 
helps  the  BLS  students  over  students  from 
other  schools  in  college  admissions? 

The  admission  officers  know  the  cur¬ 
riculum  of  this  school.  Whenthey  see  A’s  from 
one  school  and  C’s  from  Boston  Latin,  the  C’s 
are  worth  more  to  the  admissions  people. 

Finally,  I  interviewed  Mr. 
Contompasis  to  get  an  overview  of  his  thoughts 


A  Helpful 
Suggestion 

By  Tameka  Moss,  I 
Contributing  writer 


Like  many  other  aspects  of  BLS, 
rank  is  surrounded  by  controversy  and  debate. 
The  main  question  is:  does  rank  reduce  stu¬ 
dents  to  just  numbers  and  statistics?  In  many 
instances  it  is  up  to  the  individual  to  determine 
what  rank  will  mean  to  him  or  her. 

When  I’m  introduced  to  someone 
who  is  involved  with  our  school,  I  don’t  say, 
“Hi,  my  name  is  Tameka  Moss  and  my  rank 
is . ”  However,  this  is  a  personal  choice. 

Personally,  after  we  were  ranked  for 
the  first  time  at  the  end  of  our  sophomore  year, 
I  just  refocused  my  academic  concentration 
and  decided  to  do  what  I’ ve  al way  s  done — my 
best.  Although  this  may  sound  too  simplistic, 
your  best  is  all  that  you  can  give.  It  is  up  to  each 
individual  to  manipulate  his  or  her  rank.  It  can 
be  a  motive  to  work  harder  if  you  aren’t  already 
doing  your  best  or  you  can  just  be  indifferent. 
Either  way,  don’t  let  rank  become  your  God  or 
master  because  the  stress  and  worry  aren’t 
worth  it  Idealistically,  rank  can  be  used  to 
encourage  or  even  force  students  to  possibly 
work  harder  and  put  more  effort  into  their 
academic  pursuits.  This,  I  believe,  is  the  main 
point  of  ranking.  However,  realistically,  it 
causes  deep  depression  and  severe  stress  for 
the  majority  of  students  in  BLS.  So  what  is  a 
feasible  solution? 

One  alternative  to  being  ranked  is 
having  an  accumulated  grade  point  average 
(GPA).  Then  students  wouldn’t  be  compared 
to  other  students,  but  could  be  judged  solely  on 
personal  merit.  BLS  wouldn’t  be  less  competi¬ 
tive.  Yet,  it  would  have  a  more  supportive  and 
uplifting  atmosphere  that  would  allow  all  to 
bloom  and  flourish. 

So  until  rank  can  either  be  replaced 
or  reformed  in  a  way  that  is  positive  and  effec¬ 
tive,  we  all  must  continue  to  do  our  best  and 
leam  to  play  along  with  the  rules  of  the  ranking 
system. 


on  ranks. 

How  do  you  feel  about  the  ranking  system  to 
compare  students? 

It’s  important  from  the  perspective 
of  providing  a  picture  of  how  a  student  has 
performed. 

Have  you  found  that  using  the  ranking  system 
helps  BLS  students  over  students  from  other 
schools  in  college  admissions? 

When  students  choose  rigorous 
courses  just  for  rank,  then  it’s  a  waste  of  time. 
So  the  answer  is  no.  However,  if  it  gets  the 
students  to  appreciate  the  higher  level  of  learn¬ 
ing  that  they  are  receiving,  and  it’s  a  benefit  to 
them,  then  rank  takes  care  of  itself. 

How  much  do  ranks  weigh  against  everything 
else  in  the  college  application? 

Ranks  and  transcripts,  SAT  scores 
and  AP  courses.  Rank  is  not  significant  by 
itself.  Unless  colleges  stop  using  ranks  as  a 
criteria,  we’re  going  to  keep  using  it. 

What  it  all  comes  down  to,  my  friends, 
is  that,  as  Mr.  Miller  put  it,  “Your  academics 
are  the  most  important  thing.”  If  you  focus  on 
your  grades  only,  everything  will  fall  into 
place.  If  your  grades  are  good,  you’ll  be 
recommended  for  higher  level  courses.  If  you’re 
in  higher  level  courses,  you’ll  do  well  on  the 
SAT  because  you  learned  more.  If  your  grades 
are  high  in  these  classes,  your  rank  will  be  high. 
So  everything  will  be  just  fine. 
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By  Matthew  J.  O’Malley,  II 
Collating  Editor 


ME 

By  Elizabeth  Greenwood,  II 
Copy  Editor 


His  mentors  at  Georgetown  and  Oxford  would  be 
proud.  For  on  November  27th,  our  president  emerged  as  the  true 
heir  of  Woodrow  Wilson.  In  the  name  of  “democracy”  and 
“peace”  he  committed  the  U.S.  Army  to  a  blood-soaked  Balkan 
peninsula  where  no  vital  U.S.  interests  are  at  risk. 

Why? 

The  Clintons  (Bilious  and  Hilarious)  crave  re-election; 
and  Bilious  knows  that  We,  the  people,  love  a  war  hero.  The 
overwhelming  popularity  of  Dwight  D.  Eisenhower  and  Colin 
Powell  —  two  bright,  albeit  seemingly  unvocal  politicians  — 
furthers  this  point.  Since  Bilious  never  served  in  the  armed  forces 
(see:  Chystler’s  1996 Dodge  Draft),  he  wants  to  remodel  himself 
as  the  tough  no-nonsense  president  who  is  prepared  to  “fight  fire 
with  fire,  and  then  some.” 

During  his  press  conference,  Bilious  said  that  this 
mission  will  last  for  approximately  10-12  months,  which  means 
that  the  troops  will  be  called  back  between  September  and 
November  —  the  Primary  and  General  election  months,  respec¬ 
tively.  Coincidence?  I  think  not.  People  always  rally  behind  a 
President  when  he  calls  the  troops  back,  so  Clinton’s  popularity 
will  probably  skyrocket  during  those  two  months,  which  means 
that  he  could  remain  first  husband  for  another  four  years. 

Perhaps  I  am  being  too  harsh  in  saying  that  Clinton  is 
only  pulling  this  stunt  to  ensure  re-election,  but  I  don’t  see  any 
other  logical  reason.  Of  course  I  recognize  the  fact  that  a  civil  war 
is  indeed  a  horrific  plague;  but  who  helped  us  when  we  went 
through  our  own  Civil  War?  I  don’t  intend  to  come  off  as  the 
patriotic  zealot  who  doesn’t  recognize  foreign  distress,  but  I  am 
sick  and  tired  of  witnessing  U.S.  involvement,  be  it  monetary  or 
U.S.  troops,  in  exotic  hot  beds,  when  we  could  be  using  the 
money  and  manpower  to  restructure  archaic,  unworkable  social 
programs  and  deficit  reduction.  Misquoting  the  popular  cliche, 
I  feel  that  we,  as  a  country,  must  help  ourselves  before  we  can 
help  each  other. 

Our  foreign  policy  establishment  is  behaving  with  all 
the  hubris  of  The  Best  and  The  Brightest  who  marched  us  into 
Vietnam.  Under  interventionist  of  the  Democratic  party,  U.S. 
foreign  policy  is  being  driven  headlong  toward  bankruptcy. 

I  fail  to  see  any  up-side  of  all  this.  It  is  most  likely,  in 
fact,  that  this  will  cause  more  tension.  Clinton  has  sent  20,000 
troops  into  Bosnia.  Among  the  NATO  “expansionists,”  moder¬ 
ates  want  war  guarantees  given  to  Poland,  Hungary,  Slovakia, 
the  Czech  Republic;  the  militants  want  war  guarantees  given  to 
Lithuania,  Latvia,  Estonia,  and  Ukraine.  Should  Russian  nation¬ 
alist  Alexander  Lebed  become  president  and  seek  to  reassert 
Moscow’s  influence,  a  U.S. -Russia  collision  would  be  certain. 
To  enhance  its  probability,  we  have  approved  introduction  of 
Russian  combat  troops,  alongside  Serbs,  in  Bosnia. 

Add  our  Cold  War  commitments  to  defend  15  NATO 
allies,  Japan,  Korea,  Australia,  New  Zealand,  the  SEATO  na¬ 
tions  and  Israel,  and  we  have  virtually  ensured  that  no  major  war 
can  break  out,  anywhere,  without  U.S.  involvement  from  Day 
One. 

When  will  it  end?  There  is  a  difference  between  being 
a  superpower  and  being  the  world  police  force.  This  is  not 
statesmanship,  it  is  imperial  overstretch.  We  are  inviting  a  day 
when  our  enemies,  seeing  that  we  can  not  conceivably  cover  all 
our  IOU’s,  are  going  to  make  a  concerted  run  on  the  bank. 

Bilious  said  that  we  should  support  him,  because  send¬ 
ing  troops  is  against  human  suffering.  Those  who  think  other¬ 
wise  are  not  compassionate.  And  although  this  is  promised  to  be 
a  relatively  simple  fight,  or  monitoring  period.  Bilious  admitted 
that  there  will  be  some  American  casualties.  I  don’t  want  to  see 
American  soldiers  get  killed.  Is  that  not  compassionate? 


The  decision  to  send  troops  to  Bosnia  is  an  emo¬ 
tional  one  and  not  something  that  should  be  taken  lightly. 
The  idea  of  sending  Americans  into  an  unstable  country  to 
become  involved  in  a  civil  war  is  understandably  frighten¬ 
ing.  The  war  is  clearly  over  issues  which  are  only  of  interest 
to  the  Bosnians  themselves.  Why  place  American  lives  in 
danger  for  a  cause  which  does  not  affect  us?  I  do  not  suggest 
that  America  should  become  the  “world’s  policeman”  to  go 
rushing  in  whenever  and  wherever  conflict  arises.  I  do, 
however,  believe  in  that  we  have  a  responsibility  as  a 
member  of  the  global  community.  We  should  not  fight  the 
wars  of  others,  but  we  must  teach  those  who  wish  to  learn 
how  to  keep  peace. 

It  is  a  common  misconception  that  wars  in  coun¬ 
tries  which  are  physically  distant  from  the  United  States  do 
not  affect  the  United  States.  That  was  not  ever  true,  and  it  is 
even  more  untrue  now,  when  modem  communications  and 
business  practices  connect  us  with  every  country  in  the 
world.  We  are  a  “global  village,”  economically,  culturally, 
and  morally.  Franklin  Roosevelt,  who  was  president  during 
World  War  II,  said  in  1939,  “When  peace  has  been  broken 
anywhere,  the  peace  of  all  countries  everywhere  is  in  dan¬ 
ger.”  We  cannot  afford  to  look  away.  Although  I  hesitate  to 
compare  anything  to  the  Holocaust,  the  parallels  between 
those  atrocities  and  the  atrocities  committed  in  Bosnia  are 
inevitable,  if  not  quite  as  massive.  There  were  many  Ameri¬ 
cans  before  World  War  II  who  honestly  believed  that  the 
United  States  had  no  business  involving  itself  in  Europe’s 
problems.  The  arguments  of  those  today  who  claim  that, 
despite  the  horror  of  the  problems  in  Bosnia,  Americans  are 
not  affected,  strangely  echo  the  arguments  of  the  isolation¬ 
ists  before  World  War  II  and  ring  just  as  falsely. 

Although,  as  I  stated  before,  the  situation  in  Bosnia 
is  somewhat  analogous  to  the  situation  in  Europe  before 
World  War  II,  America’s  role  will  be  drastically  different  in 
the  current  situation  than  it  was  in  the  1930s.  We  are  not 
entering  Bosnia  to  fight  a  civil  war.  We  are  coming  to  Bosnia 
because  both  sides  of  the  conflict  have  shown  an  interest  in 
maintaining  peace  and  are  looking  to  us  and  other  countries 
in  NATO  to  assist  them.  If  we  do  not  help  them,  they  will 
continue  fighting.  It  is  as  simple  as  that.  We  are  a  very 
powerful  nation,  but  with  that  power  comes  a  responsibility 
to  offer  our  help  when  we  can.  This  is  not  to  say  that  there  is 
not  an  element  of  danger  involved:  tempers  are  still  running 
high,  there  are  still  disagreements  over  the  control  of  the 
capital  city,  and  it  will  be  difficult  for  such  firm  enemies  to 
get  used  to  the  idea  of  peace.  But  we  have  been  asked  to  help 
them  not  to  fight  their  war  but  to  make  peace,  and  to  refuse 
would  be  to  sanction  continued  bloodshed. 

No  one  is  unaffected  by  hatred  and  war.  We  can 
ignore  the  problems  in  Bosnia,  we  can  refuse  our  help  and 
avert  our  eyes  as  the  fighting  goes  on ,  but  we  cannot  run  away 
forever.  In  1968  Martin  Niemoeller  said,  “In  Germany  they 
came  first  for  the  Communists,  and  I  didn  ’  t  speak  up  because 
I  wasn’t  a  Communist.  Then  they  came  for  the  Jews,  and  I 
didn’t  speak  up  because  I  wasn’t  a  Jew.  Then  they  came  for 
the  trade  unionists,  and  I  didn’t  speak  up  because  I  wasn’t  a 
trade  unionist.  Then  they  came  for  the  Catholics,  and  I  didn’t 
speak  up  because  I  was  a  Protestant.  Then  they  came  for  me, 
and  by  that  time  no  one  was  left  to  speak  up.” 

ME  is  a  debate  column  between  Collating  Editor  Matthew 
O'Malley  and  Copy  Editor  Elizabeth  Greenwood  that 
appears  in  every  other  issue.  Any  debate  topic  suggestion 
is  welcome. 
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Behind  the  Wheel 
Instruction 


*36  B  MAR«SON  AVE 
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T»  1017)  486-9591 


What  do 
you  think 
of  the 
current 
class  rank 
system? 


I  feel  that  the  ranking 
system  should  remain 
in  effect  because  it 
pushes  students  to 
work  harder  so  they 
won’t  be  embarrassed 
_  about  a  low  rank.  If 

Steve  Barry,  I  you  have  tried  hard  and 
:ompleted  all  your  work  then  you  shouk 
lave  nothing  to  worry  about.  Students  wh( 
ire  ranked  in  the  low  percentile  might  real¬ 
ize  that  they  have  to  do  more  work  so  the) 
:an  move  up. 


The  ranking 
system  measures,  in  or¬ 
der  of  importance,  L 
Difficulty  of  teachers,  2' 
How  much  of  a  mule 
you  are,  3)  what  classes 
^rancis  Haugh,  II  you  take  (AP,  Hon¬ 
ors),  and  lastly  4)  Intelligence  and  Potential 
It’s  hilarious,  and  I  love  it. 


I  think  the 
ranking  system  we  have 
now  is  a  good  way  tc 
rank  students  because  ii 
only  takes  into  consid 
eration  the  students 
Otilia  grades  and 
Mirambeaux,  III  classes  and 
doesn’t  have  race,  color,  etc.  as  factors. 


I  feel  that  the 
ranking  system  is  effec¬ 
tive  to  a  certain  extent, 
because  it  gives  students 
an  equal  chance  to  receive 
the  points  they  deserve, 

Tina  Gao,  IV 

or  they  points  they  earned  by  the  amount 
of  working  potential  having  been  used. 
Some  feel  that  the  system  is  unfair  be¬ 
cause  a  student  in  an  honor  or  AP  course 
receives  higher  credit  than  a  student  in  a 
regular  class,  but  I  think  that  it  is  a  good 
way  to  distinguish  achievements.  There¬ 
fore,  I  think  the  system  is  effective,  thus 
should  remain. 

I  don’t  think  that  it  is 
very  fair  the  way  they 
run  the  ranking  system 
this  day  and  age.  Every¬ 
thing  is  about  just  get¬ 
ting  an  education.  No  one 
really  care  about  the 
person's  ability.  They 
just  give  us  a  stupid  piece  of  paper  that  is 
suppose  to  determine  how  smart  I  am.  I 
think  the  ranking  systemdoes  so  little  to 
help  anyone  that  it  should  be  eliminated 
or  at  lest  changed,  because  it  does  have  a 
good  basis. 

The  above  students  were  randomly 
chosen  and  do  not  necessarily 
reflect  the  views  of  the  Argo. 


Stephanie 
Webster,  V 
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School  Prayers? 


By  Michael  Tumposky,  II 
Staff  Writer 


"To  secure  the  people's  right  to  ac¬ 
knowledge  God  according  to  the  dictates  of 
conscience:  Nothing  in  this  Constitution  shall 
prohibit  acknowledgments  of  the  religious 
heritage,  beliefs,  or  traditions  of  the  people, 
or  prohibit  student-sponsored  prayer  in  pub¬ 
lic  schools.  Neither  the  United  Stales  nor  any 
state  compose  any  official  prayer  or  compel 
joining  in  prayer,  or  discriminate  against 
religious  expression  or  belief" 

On  November  28,  1995,  the  House 
of  Representatives  quietly  passed  a  proposed 
constitutional  amendment  involving  prayer 
in  schools.  In  order  for  this  to  be  added  to 
the  Constitution,  it  must  be  agreed  upon  by 
two-thirds  of  both  houses  of  Congress  and 
three-fourths  of  the  state  legislatures.  The 
reason  that  there  was  no  national  uproar  over 
this  was  because  that  the  amendment  itself 
does  not  pose  a  great  danger  to  the  idea  of 
separation  of  Church  and  State.  However 
there  are  three  main  reasons  why  this  pro¬ 
posed  amendment  should  not  be  passed. 

The  first  is  something  that  the 
ACLU  (American  Civil  Liberties  Union) 
calls  the  “slippery-slope”  theory.  This  theory 

. . .  people  who  were 
Buddist  or  Hindu  would 
not  find  the  prayers  very 
inclusive  to  their  religion. 

states  that  people  can  become  used  to  a  small 
level  of  injustice.  Once  they  have  grown  ac¬ 
customed  to  that,  they  are  then  not  as  alarmed 
when  the  level  of  injustice  is  brought  up  a 
notch.  This  proposed  amendment  provides 
that  the  government  must  permit  student-led 
prayer.  It  also  states  that  the  government  may 
not  implement  its  own  prayer,  nor  try  to  con¬ 
vince  people  to  pray  in  schools.  The  latter, 
however,  has  already  been  decided  by  the 
Supreme  Court.  What  this  amendment  would 
actually  do  is  set  a  precedent  for  prayer  in 


school.  If  it  is  added  to  the  Constitution,  there 
will  soon  be  court  cases  over  when  exactly 
is  student-led  prayer.  These  cases  could  lead 
to  more  and  more  allowances  for  prayer  in 
school.  This  should  not  be  allowed  to  hap¬ 
pen. 

The  second  reason  is  that  when  re¬ 
ligion  and  government  mix,  it  tends  to  divide 
people.  Throughout  history  there  have  been 
cases  where  the  combination  of  Church  and 
State  has  caused  countries  to  fall  into  disar¬ 
ray,  even  civil  war.  The  Roman  Empire  first 
began  its  decline  when  Constantine  declared 
that  Rome  was  a  Christian  state.The  internal 
strife  that  followed  made  Rome  a  much  easier 
target  for  the  German  invaders.  For  several 
hundred  years  after  the  Protestant  Reforma¬ 
tion  in  Europe,  many  countries,  such  as  En¬ 
gland  and  what  is  now  Germany,  were  deeply 
divided  over  which  should  be  the  national 
religion. 

The  same  thing  could  happen  if 
there  were  any  kind  of  prayer  in  school.  It 
might  become  a  big  issue  among  students  as 
to  what  religion  they  were  and  whether  or 
not  they  participated  in  prayer  People  argue 
that  the  prayer  is  strictly  voluntary  but  stu¬ 
dents  might  very  well  be  ostracized  for  not 
participating.  Back  in  1991,  a  student  was 
completely  ostracized  by  his  entire  class  and 
eventually  decided  to  transfer;  because  he 
refused  to  stand  for  the  so-called  “voluntary” 
Pledge  of  Allegiance.  In  fact,  today,  in  some 
classrooms,  students  are  still  required  by  their 
teachers  to  stand  at  attention  when  the  Pledge 
is  being  said,  even  if  they  don’t  actually  have 
to  say  it.  Students  may  not  say  anything  about 
these  teachers’  policies  because  either  they 
are  afraid  of  the  teacher  or  they  fear  being 
shunned  by  peers. 

Finally,  people  aigue  that  the  prayer 
would  be  totally  nondenominational.  How¬ 
ever,  I  have  a  feeling  that  people  who  were 
Buddhist  or  Hindu  would  not  find  the  prayers 
very  inclusive  to  their  religion. These  prayers 
would  also  be  offensive  to  those  who  did  not 
believe  in  any  God  whatsoever  It  would  be 
violating  their  rights  by  creating  a  religious 
environment  in  which  the  non-religious 
would  be  isolated. 
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By  Maria  Dubrowski,  II 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

Our  high  school,  Boston  Latin 
School,  requires  one  minute  of  silent  medi¬ 
tation  at  the  beginning  of  first  period  every 
morning.  (It  says  so  on  the  time  schedules  of 
our  agenda  books.)  I  have  never  been  in  a 
classroom  where  this  rule  was  enforced,  and 
I  suspect  that  this  is  because  no  one  wants  to 
seem  as  if  he  or  she  is  condoning  school 
prayer.  I  think  that  this  is  truly  a  shame  be¬ 
cause  people  have  gotten  so  caught  up  in  the 
separation  of  Church  and  State  that  they  fail 
to  see  the  other  beneficial  aspects  of  a  period 
of  Silent  Meditation. 

Silent  Meditation  does  not  have  to 
be  used  for  religious  purposes.  It  is  a  disci¬ 
pline,  and  it  can  be  used  by  students  to  focus 
their  thoughts,  meditate,  or  even  to  go  over 
the  day’s  homework.  This  may  be  the  only 
complete  silence  they  enjoy  during  the  day. 
Also,  teachers  would  benefit  from  this  pe¬ 
riod  because  they  could  begin  R1  with  a  si¬ 
lent  class.  Furthermore,  a  period  of  Silent 
Meditation  offers  the  option  of  prayer  to  re¬ 
ligious  students  who  wish  to  connect  with 
God  and  draw  strength  from  Him  to  face  the 
day’s  tasks.  No  one  is  trying  to  convert  any¬ 
one  else,  no  one  is  trying  to  impose  his  or 
her  beliefs  on  anyone  else,  so  no  one  should 
be  threatened. 

In  a  religious  context,  however  a 
period  of  Silent  Mediation  can  be  viewed  as 
an  educational  experience.  After  all,  we’re 
always  shouting  about  how  we  need  and  want 
racial  and  ethnic  diversity.  Religion  is,  in 
most  cases,  a  part  of  ethnicity  and  culture,  so 
why  is  there  such  a  taboo  on  religious  diver¬ 
sity?  Since  over  half  of  America  has  some 
sort  of  religious  background,  wouldnTt  it 
make  sense  for  students  to  see  what’s  out 
there,  rather  than  be  sheltered  from  it? 

Now,  some  people  argue  that  free¬ 
dom  from  religion  is  as  much  of  a  fundamen¬ 
tal  right  as  freedom  of  religion,  and  I  cannot 
disagree  with  that  logic.  But  I  suspect  that 


for  many  of  them,  this  is  their  sole  motiva¬ 
tion  in  objecting  to  Silent  Meditation.  They 
feel  threatened  by  the  possibility  that  it  may 
be  used  for  school  prayer  In  1985,  the  Ala¬ 
bama  state  legislature  tried  to  pass  a  law  au¬ 
thorizing  a  moment  of  silence  in  its  public 
schools.  The  only  reason  it  failed  was  because 
the  legislator  who  sponsored  the  bill  men¬ 
tioned  school  prayer.  The  six  justices  who 


Since  over  half  of  America  has 
some  sort  of  religious  back¬ 
ground,  wouldn't  it  make  sense 
to  see  what's  out  there,  rather 
than  be  sheltered  from  it? 


found  this  law  invalid,  as  well  as  anyone  else 
who  objects  to  silent  meditation  strictly  be¬ 
cause  of  possible  use  for  religious  purposes, 
are  breeding  such  an  air  of  religious  intoler 
ance  that  they  are  in  direct  violation  of  the 
selfsame  First  Amendment  that  established 
the  groundwork  for  the  separation  of  Church 
and  State  to  begin  with: 

“Congress  shall  make  no  law  re¬ 
specting  an  establishment  of  religion,  nor 
prohibiting  the  free  exercise  thereof...” 

Therefore,  banning  silent  medita¬ 
tion  in  an  effort  to  ban  prayer  in  school  is 
illegal. 

A  moment  of  silence  (period  of  Si¬ 
lent  Meditation)  would  be  useful  to  us  all, 
students  and  teachers  alike.  It  dictates  neither 
a  sacred  nor  a  secular  topic  for  contemplation, 
and  most  importantly,  it  violates  neither  free¬ 
dom  from  religion  nor  freedom  of  religion.  I 
think  that  if  we  all  work  together  to  inform  our 
teachers  and  our  peers,  we  will  be  able  to  put 
this  rule  back  into  effect.  I  see  no  valid  reason 
why  the  period  of  silent  meditation,  a  part  of 
our  curriculum,  cannot  and  should  not  be 
pursued. 


The  True  Meaning  of 
World  AID  Day 


By  Winnie  Moy,  I 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

On  Friday,  December  1,  1995, 
people  across  the  world  celebrated  World 
AIDS  Day.  BLS  students  were  seen  sport¬ 
ing  little  red  ribbons  made  by  the  Key  Club 
and  Generations.  However  on  the  follow¬ 
ing  Monday  virtually  no  red  ribbons  were 
seen  on  anyone’s  shirt  or  backpack.  What 
many  have  to  realize  is  that  World  AIDS  Day 
is  every  day  —  365  days  a  year  It  is  a  shame 
that  most  people  only  take  one  day  out  of  the 
entire  year  to  remember  and  honor  those  who 
are  and  were  the  victims  of  AIDS  disease. 
The  purpose  of  World  AIDS  Day  is  to  inform 
people  that  this  epidemic  is  growing  at  a  rapid 
rate.  Our  society  is  faced  with  the  formidable 
challenge  of  reducing  the  fatalities  caused  by 
AIDS. 

During  the  past  year,  the  Clinton 
Administration  has  taken  some  promising 
steps  to  fight  this  epidemic.  It  has  created 
the  National  Task  Force  on  AIDS  Drug  De¬ 
velopment  in  order  to  speed  up  the  testing  of 
new  medications  to  treat  the  disease.  It  has 
also  increased  the  power  and  budget  of  the 
Office  of  AIDS  Research  in  the  National  In¬ 


stitute  of  Health.  Finally,  it  has  begun  a  cam¬ 
paign  to  publicize  ways  to  prevent  the  trans¬ 
mission  of  AIDS  among  young  adults.  These 
are  very  commendable  steps,  but  they  are  not 
nearly  enough. 

As  of  now,  AIDS  is  the  fourth  lead¬ 
ing  cause  of  death  among  people  aged 
twenty-five  to  forty-four,  with  thirteen  mil¬ 
lion  more  expected  to  become  infected  by  the 
year  2000.  This  fatal  disease  is  almost  en¬ 
tirely  preventable.  Simply  practice  safe  sex 
and  don’t  share  needles  of  any  kind.  AIDS 
has  grown  because  people  have  constructed 
these  imaginary  boxes  and  thought  they  were 
safe  as  long  as  they  remained  within  their  box. 
Instead  of  being  ignorant,  rather  than  wait¬ 
ing  to  find  ourselves  infected  with  HIY  we 
need  to  be  concerned  and  educated.  If  we  do 
not  confront  the  problem  of  AIDS,  it’s  going 

to  become  a  crisis. 

A  cure  or  vaccine  for  AIDS  is  still 
years  away.  However,  because  we  know  that 
this  dreadful  disease  is  primarily  transmitted 
through  sexual  behavior  and  can  be  prevented 
by  behavioral  changes,  we  can  take  positive 
steps  to  stop  the  loss  of  human  life.  It  is  im¬ 
portant  that  we  act  now  before  it  is  too  late. 


Heiress 

By  Ursula  Liff,  II 

Arts  and  Entertainment  Editor 


The  Heiress,  which  has  been 
playing  on  Broadway  in  the  Cort  Theatre 
for  the  past  year,  has  earned  great  reviews 
and  many  honors,  including  four  Tony 
Awards.  It  is  scheduled  to  close  after 
Christmas  and  I  feel  very  fortunate  that  I 
was  able  to  experience  such  an  incredible 
play.  Although  The  Heiress  is  a  revival, 
the  play  has  returned  with  a  new  and 
creative  set  and  beautiful  nineteenth 
century  costumes.  The  set  remains  static 
throughout  the  entire  play.  The  1  i ving  room 
is  complete  with  mahogany  tables  and  a 
fireplace.  The  room  is  positioned  so  that 
the  audience  can  see  the  actors  come  in  the 
front  door  through  the  window.  We  feel 
like  we  are  actually  sitting  in  the  room 
where  the  play  is  taking  place.  By  far  the 
greatest  part  of  the  production  was  the 
lead,  Cherry  Jones,  who  won  aTony  Award 
for  her  performance  last  June.  She  capti¬ 
vated  my  attention  from  her  first  entrance 
and  made  me  sympathize  with  her  through 
the  entire  performance. 

The  Heiress  tells  the  story  of  a 
women  named  Catherine  who  is  heir  to  a 
vast  inheritance.  She  is  very  homely  and 
insecure  around  men  because  her  father 
never  gave  her  the  love  she  needed.  Fi¬ 
nally  she  falls  in  love  with  a  man  who  is  in 
love  with  her  money.  Her  father  refuses 
the  man's  proposal  to  marry  his  daughter, 
fearing  that  he  is  a  fortune  seeker.  The 
couple  decide  to  elope,  but  before  they  do 
Catherine’s  father  disinherits  her  and  the 
man  she  loves  leaves  for  America  to  seek 
his  fortune  there.  Soon  her  father  dies, 
leaving  all  his  money  to  the  daughter  he 
never  loved.  The  man  she  loved  returns 
and  proposes  to  marry  her,  this  time  for 
both  love  and  money.  Catherine  refuses 
and  the  play  ends. 

In  recent  years,  very  few  plays 
have  been  performed  on  Broadway. 
Broadway  is  swamped  with  musicals  (half 
of  which  are  revivals)  and  only  three  or 
four  plays  pop  up  around  June  to  receive 
their  Tony  Award.  The  greatest  theater 
district  in  the  world  is  becoming  commer¬ 
cialized.  The  Heiress  is  a  hope  that  there 
still  are  great  directors,  actors,  and  design¬ 
ers  who  are  truly  interested  in  traditional 
theater.  I  highly  recommend  The  Heiress 
to  anyone  who  loves  the  theater  and  to 
anyone  who  still  believes  that  the  next 
generation  will  be  able  to  make  Broadway 
what  it  once  was.  It  is  sad  that  The  Heir¬ 
ess,  just  like  all  the  other  plays,  will  soon 
close  its  doors. 


By  Trung  Diep,  IV 
Staff  Writer 


Toy  Story  is,  without  a  doubt,  an 
Academy  Award  winner.  This  four  year 
project,  produced  wholly  through  comput¬ 
ers,  presents  awesome  three  dimensional 
pictures.  The  details  are  far  more  realistic 
than  ordinary  animation.  At  one  point,  I  was 
tricked  into  thinking  that  the  scene  was  not 
animated.  While  many  other  cartoons  show 
everything  smooth  and  squeaky  clean.  Toy 
Story  actually  shows  imperfections.  The 
doors  in  the  movie  have  dirt,  stains,  and 
small  cracks.  Heck,  even  a  baby  who  kissed 
and  drooled  over  a  toy  spewed  forth  saliva. 
These  amusements  really  make  a  good  im¬ 
pression. 

Toy  Story  involves  a  child’s  toys 
which  come  to  life  in  his  absence.  Andy,  the 
child,  receives  for  his  birthday  a  Buzz 
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Don’t  Judge  the  Beast 


_  by  its 

By  Lauren  Greene,  III 
Staff  Writer 


“But  Mommm,  it’s  based  on  a 
Disney  movie!  ”  was  my  first  response  to  the 
news  that  my  mother  had  bought  me  a  ticket 
to  see  “Beauty  and  the  Beast,”  the  Broad¬ 
way  musical.  I  had  asked  to  go  to  Grease. 
Beauty  and  the  Beast  was  a  great  movie,  but 
a  Broadway  play?  Nevertheless,  I  was  de¬ 
feated  before  the  battle  had  even  begun  and 
two  weeks  later  I  found  myself  standing  in 
the  lobby  of  the  Palace  Theater  in  New  York 
City,  while  my  friends  were  across  the  street 
at  Grease.  I  grudgingly  took  my  seat  as  the 

The  costumes  and  scenery 
were  spectacular  and  the 
songs  were  fantastic. 

lights  began  to  dim  and  tried  to  cheer  myself 
up  with  the  thought  of  the  god-like  man 
behind  the  concession  stand.  Five  minutes 
later,  I  found  myself  smiling  and  humming 
along  with  the  familiar  tunes,  concession 
man  forgotten.  I  was  not  only  liking  the 
musical,  I  was  loving  it!  The  costumes  and 
scenery  were  spectacular  and  the  songs  were 
fantastic. 

For  those  unfortunate  people  who 
have  never  seen  Disney’s  movie  version  of 
Beauty  and  the  Beast,  the  following  is  a 
summary.  The  story  line  is  that  of  a  foolish 
prince  on  whom,  along  with  all  the  servants 
in  his  castle,  a  spell  is  cast.  The  prince  is 
transformed  into  a  monstrous  beast  and  is 
given  a  magical  rose.  If  the  beast  can  learn  to 
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love  someone  and  be  loved  in  return  before 
the  last  petal  of  the  rose  falls,  then  the  spell 
will  be  broken  and  he  and  his  servants  will 
return  to  their  natural  forms.  However,  if  the 
last  petal  falls  without  this  task  having  been 
accomplished,  then  they  are  doomed  to  re¬ 
main  as  they  are  forever. 

The  scenery  and  special  effects  in 
the  stage  version  of  “Beauty  and  the  Beast” 
were  what  impressed  me  the  most.  The 
inside  of  the  castle  was  stunning,  complete 
with  a  grand  stairway,  hanging  cobwebs, 
and  the  forbidden  west  wing.  The  enchanted 
servants’  costumes  were  detailed  and  daz¬ 
zling.  Lumiere,  the  talking  candlestick, 
could  even  light  up  his  candlestick-hands. 
The  famous  song  “Be  Our  Guest”  was  per¬ 
formed  complete  with  singing  silverware, 
dancing  plates  and  a  champagne  fireworks 
finale. 

The  special  effects  used  in  this 
production  were  astounding.  The  transfor¬ 
mation  of  the  prince  to  a  beast  and  vice  versa 
took  place  before  the  audience’s  very  eyes, 
using  flashing  lights  and  small  fireworks. 
Also,  by  using  a  rotating  set,  the  changing  of 
surroundings  was  quite  effective.  The  be¬ 
hind-the-scenes  people  deserve  justas  much 
credit  as  the  actors  for  this  performance. 
They  are  the  people  who  are  behind  the 
theatrical  magic  that  is  seen  by  the  audience. 

As  the  curtain  fell  at  the  end  and  the 
lights  went  up,  I  rose  slowly  out  of  my  seat 
following  the  mass  of  people  to  the  exit.  I 
could  hardly  believe  it.  I  had  actually  en¬ 
joyed  the  play.  I  more  than  enjoyed  it,  I 
loved  it!  The  moral  of  the  story  came  back  to 
me  as  I  was  leaving  the  theater:  don’t  judge 
a  book  by  its  cover.  How  true! 


"Impressed" 


By  Meredith  McDonough,  III 
andEmily  Tisei,  III 
Staff  Writers 


“Impressions  of  France,”  the  latest 
exhibit  to  find  its  way  into  the  elite  Museum 
of  Fine  Arts,  was  interesting  but  not  perfect. 
Although  we  are  far  from  professional  art 
critics,  we  feel  it  is  our  obligation  to  tell  you, 
the  avid  reader,  how  we  truly  felt  about  the 
exhibit. 

There  were  very  few  paintings  that 
we  could  actually  agree  upon  hating.  One  of 
these  was  “Valley  of  the  Eaugronne”  by 
Francois-Louis-Francais  that  was  mind- 
numbingly  dull,  just  one  too  many  sunsets. 


Maybe  we  used  this  as  a  scapegoat  for  all 
bad  art,  but  nonetheless,  we  hated  it.  How¬ 
ever,  we  thoroughly  enjoyed  most  of  the 
works  of  Renoir  and  Monet.  Renoir’s  “Land¬ 
scapes  of  Wargemont”  was  eye-catching 
and  vivid  with  swirling  colors  and  delicate 
brush  strokes  done  with  a  careful  hand. 
Another  painting  worth  viewing  in  the  ex¬ 
hibit  is  Monet’s  “Cliffs  of  Petites  Dalles”  in 
which  he  used  superimposed  layers  of  col¬ 
ors  to  develop  the  image  of  the  cliff. 

To  conclude,  we  enjoyed  the  over¬ 
all  effect  of  the  exhibit,  despite  the  fact  that 
we  seemed  to  be  the  only  people  under  sixty 
in  the  museum.  All  in  all,  a  trip  to  the  MFA 
is  never  wasted. 


Toy  Story 


Lightyear  action  figure  (with  the  voice  of 
Tim  Allen)  who  is  convinced  that  he  is  a  real 
space  ranger.  Sheriff  Woody  (Tom  Hanks), 
when  displaced  from  the  position  of  Andy’s 
favorite  toy  by  Buzz,  jealously  knocks  him 
out  of  the  window  into  the  outside  world 
where  no  toy  dares  to  adventure.  No  longer 
accepted  by  other  toys.  Woody  must  bring 
Buzz  back  to  regain  their  trust.  He  finds 

This  four  year  project, 
produced  wholly  through 
computers,  presents  awe¬ 
some  three  dimensional 
pictures. 

Buzz,  but  they  fall  into  the  hands  of  Andy’s 
neighbor,  a  boy  who  enjoys  “killing”  toys 
by  tying  them  to  firecrackers  and,  as  he 


would  put  it,  making  them  go  KABOOM. 

I  must  commend  the  creativity  of 
the  villain’s  toys.  He  has  twisted,  broken, 
and  deformed  the  toys,  and  hideously  glued 
them  to  one  another.  One  of  these  toys,  a 
baby  head  with  a  spiky-hairdo  that  is  stuck 
to  a  four-legged  contraption,  looks  like  Pin¬ 
head  from  “Hellraiser”  (the  guy  who  has 
needles  all  over  his  head).  Another  is  a 
hook-reel  glued  between  what  looks  like 
Barbie  doll  legs.  Ludicrous,  aren’t  they?  At 
first.  Woody  believes  them  to  be  cannibals. 
Ironically,  they  repair  the  tortured  toys  in¬ 
stead.  The  concept  of  toys  eating  other  toys 
is  absurd,  but  interesting. 

Don’t  decline  to  see  this  movie 
because  it  is  rated  G  or  thought  of  as  child¬ 
ish.  Watch  this  movie  to  have  a  taste  of  your 
future  entertainment.  Better  yet,  watch  the 
movie  to  get  some  laughter. 


Arts 

Spotlight 


By  Adrienne  Campbell-Holt,  III 
Contributing  Writer 


You’ve  definitely  seen  her. 
As  Allyson  zips  around,  it’s  pretty 
hard  to  miss  her.  Though  tiny  in  stat¬ 
ure,  there  is  definitely  something  cap¬ 
tivating  about  her.  You  may  notice  the 
flying  mass  of  color.  When  identify¬ 
ing  her  to  someone  who  had  somehow 
missed  the  rainbow,  a  friend  offered, 
“You  know,  the  crazy  colors,  the  blue 
eye  shadow,  the  red  hair,  the  omni¬ 
present  pink,  you  can’t  miss  her.”  And 
that’s  true:  she  certainly  catches  your 
eye,  but  more  than  the  swirly  colors, 
Allyson  just  sort  of  sparkles. 

Having  been  good  friends 
with  her  for  several  months,  I  am  able 
to  spend  time  with  her  quite  often. 
Fortunately  for  therestof  you,  Allyson 
shows  us  all  glimpses  of  her  magic 
regularly.  Her  multi-faceted  talents 
range  from  music  and  dance  to  theater. 
Here  at  school,  her  artistic  endeavors 
include  providing  music  for  that  in¬ 
credible  performance  group.  Vox 
Iuvenum,  as  well  as  happily  dedicat¬ 
ing  herself  to  the  soulful  Jazz  Band 
and  the  classical  Senior  Band.  In  hopes 
of  constant  challenge,  Allyson  takes 
both  jazz  and  classical  flute  lessons  at 
the  Community  Music  Center  where 
she  studied  piano  for  ten  years.  In 
addition  to  being  naturally  dramatic, 
Allyson  starred  as  Emily  Webb  in  Our 
Town  last  June  and  returned  to  the 
stage  this  November  as  the  sexy  Mary 
in  Vanities.  She  is  also  an  incredible 
public  declaimer.  Outside  of  school, 
Allyson  has  studied  ballet  at  the  Jean 
Paige  School  of  Dance  for  thirteen 
years. 

Besides  her  “artsy  stuff,” 
Allyson  is  also  active  in  the  Gay- 
Straight  Alliance,  and  through  the 
French  Exchange  Program,  she  went 
abroad  this  past  summer.  She  has  an 
interest  in  Reed  and  Juillard  for  col¬ 
lege,  but  would  really  like  to  return  to 
the  life  abroad. 

Her  junior  year  has  been 
stressful,  but  Allyson  somehow  finds 
free  moments  for  “playtime”  and,  of 
course,  her  favorite,  “playing  with  fair¬ 
ies.”  Clearly,  she  has  found  her  call¬ 
ing,  up  above  us  all,  in  the  land  of  the 
stars. 
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Show  Time:  The  cast  of  Vanities,  customed  and  ready,  assembles  outside  auditorium  before 
opening  night. 

Vanities 


By  Megan  Doran,  IV 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

On  November  16  and  17,  Centre 
Stage  Productions  perform edVanities  in  the 
Boston  Latin  Auditorium.  Although  there 
was  a  meager  crowd  on  Thursday  night,  the 
play  was  incredible  and  thoroughly  enjoyed 
by  the  audience. 

Vanities  is  a  play  about  growing  up 
and  how  friendship  stands  against  time.  In 
the  first  scene,  the  audience  is  invited  into  a 
cheerleading  practice  where  Kathy,  Mary, 
and  Joanne  are  practicing  for  their  pep  rally. 
In  the  second  scene  we  see  the  same  girls  in 


college,  and  in  the  third  scene  we  see  the 
girlsasadultseightyearsaftercollege.  Mary 
grows  more  outrageous  in  each  scene  and 
manages  to  surprise  us  and  keep  us  laughing 

The  play  moved  quickly 
with  simple  but  well- 
designed  sets,  which  made 
people  feel  like  they  were 
actually  watching  these 
three  real  girls. 

L 

even  in  the  most  tense  scenes  of  the  play. 


Joanne  also  surprises  us  by  remaining  in¬ 
credibly  naive  and  conservative.  Kathy  is 
the  most  interesting  character  of  all  and 
provides  the  play  with  intense  drama. 

The  play  moved  quickly  with 
simple  but  well-designed  sets,  which  made 
people  feel  like  they  were  actually  watching 
these  tliree  real  girls.  All  the  actresses  did 
very  well  and  each  scene  was  enjoyable. 
The  last  scene  was  especially  good.  Melissa 
W  oVter -Gusfaf  son ,  in  partitviai,  an 

extremely  good  Kathy  and  I  really  could 
relate  to  her  portrayal  of  the  character. 

Overall,  Vanities  was  outstanding 
and  I  commend  the  entire  cast  and  crew  for 
a  job  well  done! 


Rising  Broadway 


By  Jaclyn  Gay,  II 
Contributing  Writer 


At  the  beginning  of  this  year  you 
may  have  noticed  a  variety  of  productions 
asking  for  people  to  audition.  They  included 
Centre  Stage’s  Vanities  and  The  Lottery,  the 
Classical  C\ub'slsn' tit  Romantic?  and  some¬ 
thing  called  Latin  Goes  to  Broadway. 

Latin  Goes  to  Broadway  is  exactly 
what  it  sounds  like  —  a  Broadway  produc¬ 
tion  .  1 1  started  asjustahandfulofB  roadway 
songs  that  were  choreographed  for  a  variety 
show.  Eventually  it  evolved  and  developed 
into  a  story  that  allowed  one  song  to  flow  to 
another,  and  a  new  name  arose. 


That  name  is  Rising  Broa<iway. 
The  premise  is  three  Broadway  hopefuls, 
Jimmy  Drake  (played  by  director  Ken 
Silankskas),  Sarah  White  (played  by  tal¬ 
ented  Lauren  Flarety),  and  Peggy  Jjmith 
(played  by  the  equally  talented  Erica 
Hanson),  trying  to  make  something  of  i.hem- 

[It]  is  exactly  what  it 
sounds  like  —  a  broadway 
production 

selves.  Equally  important  is  the  supporting 
cast  consisting  of  Broad  way-legend-djmed- 
recluse  Billie  Grace  (played  by  fivesie- 
extraordinaire  Rachel  Breen),  Crabby 


director  Jamie  Platt  (played  by  perky 
Amanda  Mezzetti),  the  magical  music  store 
owner  Mary  (played  by  very  busy  Rasheena 
Howard),  and  Jimmy’s  older  sister/stage 
manager  Bobbie  Drake  (played  by  sopho¬ 
more  sensation  Marie -Jo  Bahrain).  Together 
they  learn  the  importance  of  self-esteem  and 
friendship. 

Scheduled  for  January  or  February, 
Rising  Broadway  is  a  delightful  mix  of 
humor,  drama,  and  of  course,  music.  All 
Music.  All  Dance.  All  Ages.  It’s  not 
Broadway,  it’s  Rising  Broadway.  If  you 
would  like  to  help  with  crew,  help  instru- 
mentally,  or  just  have  questions  see  Jacki  in 
104  or  Ken  in  135. 


John  Cillo 


A  &  J  Associates 

4435  Washington  Street 
PO  Box  21 

Roslindale,  MA  02131 
(617)  327-0666 
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Latin  Beats  English  36-12 


By  Anthony  Cataldo,  II 
Staff  Writer 


On  Thanksgiving  Day,  Boston 
Latin ’s  varsity  football  team  took  to  the  field 
to  battle  the  Bull¬ 
dogs  of  Boston  En¬ 
glish  at  Nickerson 
Field.  This  was  the 
1 09th  time  they  have 
fought  it  out  on 
Thanksgiving.  The 
Wolfpack  (7-3)  fin¬ 
ished  up  the  season 
on  a  positive  note  by 
defeating  English 
36-12. 

The 
Wolfpack  started 
their  opening  drive 
on  their40  yard  line, 
after  a  short  opening 
kickoff.  The  lead¬ 
ing  scorer  of  East¬ 
ern  Mass.,  senior 
halfback  Kevin  Fidalgo,  picked  up  28  of  his 
121  rushing  yards  (6.7  avg.  per  rush)  on  this 
drive.  Senior  quarterback  Steven  McCabe 
(3-4,30  yards,  OINT,  1 TD)  threw  one  of  his 
three  completions  of  the  day  to  senior  tight 
end  Liam  Kelly  for  8  yards.  The  big  play  in 
the  drive  came  from  senior  fullback  Matt 
Dinisco  (80  yards  on  7  rushes)  driving  deeper 
into  English  territory,  with  a  30  yard  pickup. 
Dinisco  eventually  scored  the  touchdown, 
slamming  in  from  the  3.  With  Fidalgo’s  rush 
successful,  the  score  was  8-0,  Wolfpack. 

English’s  defense  was  ineffective 
overall  against  the  Wolfpack’ s  offensive 
line.  Tackles  Sean  Newman  and  Garreth 
Miller,  guards  Matt  Feeney  and  Toure 
Raynor,  and  center  Ryan  Mason  all  had  a 
great  game  with  only  one  of  the  rushes 
behind  them  going  for  a  loss. 


English  relied  on  a  steady  running 
game  in  their  first  drive,  starting  on  their  28. 
Sweeps  in  combination  with  runs  between 
the  tackles  from  the  I  formation  took  the 
Bulldogs  deep  into  Wolfpack  territory.  Af¬ 


ter  a  short  pass  for  a  touchdown  and  a  failed 
rush,  the  score  was  8-6  in  favor  of  the  Pack. 

In  a  scary  moment,  the  Wolfpack 
failed  to  field  the  English  kickoff,  but  it  was 
all  Pack  from  there.  English  coughed  up  the 
ball  and  the  Pack  went  in  to  score  again  with 
another  big  run  from  Dinisco,  a  McCabe  12 
yard  pass  to  senior  tight  end  Charlie  Kelly, 
and  the  rushing  of  Fidalgo,  who  scored  the 
touchdown  and  the  conversion. 

The  Wolfpack  defense  held  strong, 
overpowering  the  Bulldogs  on  the  line,  and 
forced  them  into  a  holding  penalty  and  a 
punt.  After  a  good  return  by  senior  Kabede 
Tulloch,  Fidalgo  took  it  into  the  end  zone 
after  4  rushes.  After  his  rush  for  2,  the  Pack 
was  up  24-6. 

English,  again  held  by  the 
Wolfpack  defense,  ended  a  dismissal  pos 


session  at  the  half. 

At  the  start  of  the  second  half, 
English  abandoned  their  running  game  for 
the  most  part,  but  to  no  avail.  They  managed 
to  move  the  ball  into  Wolfpack  territory,  but 
they  were  forced  to 
punt.  When  it  looked 
like  Tul  loch  would  be 
tackled  at  the  5,  where 
he  fielded  the  punt, 
he  broke  away,  re¬ 
turning  it  50  yards 
across  midfield  to  the 
English  45,  where  he 
barely  stepped  out  of 
bounds.  Fidalgo 
brought  the  team 
down  to  the  14  on  six 
carries.  McCabe  hit 
him  for  a  touchdown 
from  there.  After  a 
failed  pass,  the  score 
was  30-6,  Wolfpack. 

After  En¬ 
glish  went  three  and 
out  on  their  next  drive,  Coach  Costello  sent 
in  the  second  team  for  most  of  the  next  drive. 
Junior  halfback  Hallam  Holmes  picked  up 
some  rushing  yards  but  the  ball  was  turned 
over  on  a  fumble.  Holmes,  however,  picked 
off  a  pass  bringing  the  ball  to  the  7,  from 
which  he  scored  on  offense.  Liam  Kelly 
missed  the  extra  point  and  the  score  was  36- 
6. 

English’s  return  man,  Andy 
Matthews,  managed  to  run  back  the  kickoff, 
closing  the  score  at  Wolfpack  36,  Bulldogs 
12.  The  Wolfpack’s  final  possession  ended 
at  the  end  of  the  game.  Senior  fullback 
Dwayne  Evans  and  junior  halfback  John 
Dumbaugh  both  had  good  carries  in  the  final 
drive. 


Football  Moments  to  Remember 


By  Laura  Craven,  III 
Staff  Writer 


This  year,  I  was  looking  for¬ 
ward  to  the  pep  rallies  more  than  I  ever 
have  before.  By  now,  I  knew  who  was 
who  on  the  football  team  and  couldn’t 
wait  to  cheer  for  my  friend  who  had 
recently  been  moved  up  to  varsity.  The 
gym  was  packed  and  stuffy,  but  the  ex¬ 
citement  in  the  crowd  was  overwhelm¬ 
ing.  When  the  players’  names  were 
called,  there  was  no  doubt  that  Kevin 
Fidalgo  and  Liam  Kelly  were  crowd 
favorites.  Somehow,  over  all  the  noise, 
I  managed  to  get  my  friend’s  attention. 
He  even  smiled  and  waved  back!  Soon 
all  eyes  were  on  the  Pep  Squad,  which,  as 
always,  was  great.  The  cheerleaders 
brought  back  childhood  memories  when 
they  had  the  majority  of  the  gym  singing 
along  to  the  “Sesame  Street”  theme  song. 
At  the  third  rally,  team  mascot  Matt 
Giorgetti  started  the  wave  and,  with  the 
help  of  the  Football  Band  and  the  student 
body,  the  Latin  fight  song  could  be  heard 
all  through  the  halls.  I  think  we’ll  all 
agree  that  “bomb  the  blue”  was  an  ap¬ 
propriate  closing  for  the  rallies.  Con¬ 
gratulations  to  Matt  Fitzgerald,  Keith 
Monahan,  Luis  Henao,  Neil  Flynn,  and 
Hayden  Roc  who  were  moved  up  to 


varsity. 

It  was  9:45  a.m.,  Thanksgiving 
morning,  and  I  was  standing  in  the  stands  of 
Nickerson  Field  waiting  for  the  rest  of  my 
friends  to  arrive.  I  was  thinking  of  the  nice 
alumnus  I  had  met  on  the  way  in  who  told  me 
that  he  had  been  coming  to  this  game 
faithfully  for  the  past  40  years!  I  wondered 
if  40  years  from  now  I  could  come  to  this 
game  and  tell  a  student  the  same  thing. 
Since  I  had  only  been  there  fora  few  minutes, 
the  cold  had  not  gotten  to  me  yet.  It  was 
great  to  see  the  headmasters  there  all  bundled 
up.  I  later  learned  from  Ms.  Kelley  that, 
when  she  was  a  little  girl,  her  father  always 
took  her  to  the  Latin-English  game!  There 
were  so  many  different  generations  of  alumni 
there  that  it  almost  felt  like  we  were  all 
connected.  Some  were  there  to  see  friends 
or  family.  Some  were  there  to  support  Latin, 
or  just  to  see  a  good  football  game.  Most  of 
all,  every  one  of  us  was  there  because  of 
tradition:  the  Latin  vs.  English  game. 

By  the  time  kickoff  came,  my 
friends  and  I  were  on  our  way  to  the  conces¬ 
sion  stands  for  hot  chocolate.  After  waiting 
in  line  for  1 5  m  inutes,  we  got  our  hot  choco¬ 
late,  only  it  was  cold.  Well,  here  we  were, 
now  freezing,  with  cold  hot  chocolate.  At 
half-time,  we  thought  we  would  try  to  warm 
up  by  running  around  and  goofing  off  on  the 
field.  When  half-time  was  over,  we  had 


only  managed  to  run  out  of  breath.  It  was 
worth  a  try!  Back  in  the  stands,  we 
squished  together  to  stay  warm.  We 
spent  most  of  the  game  talking  and  laugh¬ 
ing.  Occasionally  we  looked  over  at  the 
field  to  comment  on  what  a  great  job  our 
friend,  Pat  Lavelle,  was  doing  with  the 
first  down  markers.  During  the  last  quar¬ 
ter,  most  of  my  friends  were  playing 
their  own  game  of  football  on  the  side¬ 
lines.  As  my  friend  John  and  I  were 
standing  with  our  second  hot  chocolates 
(which  were  actually  hot!),  we  paid  at¬ 
tention  to  every  second  of  the  last  two 
minutes  of  the  game!  For  those  of  you 
who  didn’t  have  the  courage  to  go  out 
into  the  freezing  cold  at  10  a.m. ,  we  won. 
I  wanted  to  tell  you  what  it  was  like  being 
there  as  a  fan.  I  didn’t  want  to  tell  you 
play  by  play  what  happened.  The  truth 
is,  I  probably  couldn’t  tell  you.  How¬ 
ever,  regardless  of  all  our  complaining 
about  freezing  and  our  hot  chocolates 
being  cold,  I  know  we’ll  all  be  out  there 
again  next  year.  I  have  decided  that  40 
years  from  now,  and  20  years  from  that, 
I  will  be  sitting  in  the  stands  telling  a 
student  about  my  memories  of  going  to 
the  games  when  I  was  their  age.  And  I 
hope  to  see  all  of  you  there  too!  After  all, 
we  have  a  tradition  to  keep  alive. 


Sports 


Spotlight 


By  Liz  Hauck,  I 
Staff  Writer 


Timberlands.  If  Kevin 
Fidalgo  were  a  pair  of  shoes  (or  boots 
as  the  case  may  be),  he  would  be 
Timberlands,  he  says.  Hmmm,Ithink, 
Timberlands  . . .  sturdy,  comfortable, 
and  attractive.  I  have  to  agree. 

Over  chocolate  one  senior 
lounge  period,  Kevin  and  I  discussed 
shoes,  school,  his  passion  for  football, 
the  health  project  we  did  together  in 
the  eighth  grade  (and  got  an  A  on),  his 
plans  for  the  future,  and  his  overall 
outlook  on  life. 

At  a  midseason  Latin  foot¬ 
ball  game,  I  overheard  two  girls  talking. 
The  first  asked  the  second,  “How  will 
I  know  when  to  cheer?”  The  second 
replied,  “That’s  easy,  cheer  when  #23 
gets  the  ball,  'cause  then  we’ll  probably 
score.”  I  smile;  she’s  right.  With  the 
elliptical  pigskin  nestled  snugly  in  his 
grasp,  Kevin  seems  almost 
untouchable.  Having  scored  1 74  points 
and  made  25  touchdowns,  Kevin 
earned  the  Eastern  Mass,  titles  for 
highest  number  of  points  scored  and 
most  touchdowns  made.  Nevertheless, 
if  egos  were  balloon,  Kevin’s  would 
be  uninflated  -  kicker  and  punter 
Claudel  Baptisk  had  to  help  me  out 
with  the  details  of  Kev’s  career. 

Quick  and  steady,  it  is  no 
surprise  th  as  the  seasons  change, 
Kevin  changes  uniforms,  from  foot¬ 
ball  to  track.  Ironically,  when  asked 
what  he  would  change  or  improve 
about  himself,  he  says  he’d  like  to  be 
faster.  Go  figure.  He  is  in  his  element 
both  on  the  field  and  on  the  track.  But 
not  on  the  court,  he  says.  Apparently, 
basketball  isn’t  one  of  his  many  tal¬ 
ents. 

People  are,  though.  His  team¬ 
mates  think  highly  of  him  -  especially 
sideline  starts  Matt  Peck,  who  benches 
225,  and  Jon  Toland,  who  runs  the  40 
in  4.5  seconds.  He  has  friends  all  over 
the  place.  When  asked  what  they  think 
of  him,  his  friends  reply,  “I  know 
Kev,”  “He’s  cool,”  “The  chicks  dig 
him.”  Laid  back  and  kind  of  casual, 
always  with  a  joke  or  smile,  Kevin  is  a 
cool  guy.  Those  who  know  him,  like 
him;  those  who  don’t,  should. 

“Who’s  the  most  influential 
person  in  your  life?”  I  ask.  Without 
hesitation,  he  answers,  “My  mother.” 
What  a  guy. 

Before  the  bell  rings,  I  ask  if 
has  any  further  comment.  He  pauses 
and  says,  T  know  Kabede.” 

He  shrugs  and  smiles.  The 
bell  rings.  That’s  Kevin. 
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Hooked  on  Hockey 


By  Laura  Craven,  III 
Staff  Writer 


This  year’s  hockey  team  is  in 
good  spirits  despite  losing  six  seniors  last 
year.  Theyhaveastrongsetofdefensemen 
with  Jim  Hennesses,  Jim  Mahoney,  Brian 
Norton,  and  captain  Scott  Chiaradonna. 
Losing  Conal  Barbuto  and  Jamie  Cahill  is 
going  to  hurt  the  Wolfpack  scoring-wise, 
but  Coach  Coleman  is  optimistic  and  is 
relying  on  Don  Bailey  and  Mike  D'Amelio 
to  do  a  lot  of  the  scoring  this  season. 
Seniors  Derek  Byrne,  Scott  Chiaradonna, 
Matt  Dinisco,  Jim  Hennessey,  Mike 
McCarthy,  and  Sean  Newman  “are  the 
core  of  the  team,"  comments  Coleman. 


McCarthy  is  the  main  goalie  and  would  like 
to  play  in  as  many  games  as  possible.  In  the 
event  that  McCarthy  needs  a  replacement, 
Coleman  puts  his  faith  in  eighth  grade  backup 
Tim  McDonough. 

The  team  being  put  into  a  tougher 
league  this  season,  the  Dual  Merrimack 
Valley,  which  will  force  them  to  work  harder. 
Each  player  must  strive  to  do  his  very  besL 
There  is  one  player  in  particular  whose 
dedication  to  the  sport  will  definitely  be  an 
asset.  Chris  Swain  started  playing  hockey  at 
a  neighborhood  tennis  court  at  the  age  of  six. 
I  asked  him  what  goes  through  his  mind 
when  he’s  on  the  ice  and  he  said  he  focuses 
on  skating  hard,  shooting  the  puck,  and 


keeping  his  head  up  so  he  doesn’t  get 
killed.  Not  only  is  his  mind  in  the  game, 
so  is  his  heart  His  love  for  the  game  is  his 
strongest  point  because,  “when  you  enjoy 
what  you’re  doing,  you  play  your  best” 
With  players  like  Chris,  this  team  can 
accomplish  anything  they  put  their  minds 
to. 

This  year’s  tryouts  had  the  big¬ 
gest  turnout  in  fifteen  years  with  over 
sixty  kids  competing.  Congratulations  go 
out  to  the  members  of  the  1995-1996 
hockey  team :  Don  Bailey,  Chris  Boccuzzi , 
Matt  Burke,  Derek  Byrne,  Scott 
Chiaradonna,  Mike  D'Amelio,  Matt 
Dinisco,  Jon  Kearns,  Jim  Mahoney,  Eric 


Martin,  Mike  McCarthy, Tim  McDonough, 
Sean  Newman,  Brian  Norton, Paul  O’Leary, 

Justin  Powers,  Kevin  Roach,  James 
Slotnick,  Chris  Swain,  Ryan  Sweeney,  Joe 
Tierney,  and  Shaun  Wyatt. 

With  a  5- 1  victory  over  South  Bos¬ 
ton  in  a  scrimmage  game,  the  Wolfpack  is 
heading  into  the  season  on  a  good  note!  If 
you’re  looking  for  something  exciting  to  do 
thi  s  winter,  try  supporting  your  hockey  team ! 
I’m  sure  they’d  love  to  see  all  their  fans 
cheering  them  on!  Good  luck  to  the  team 
for  a  successful  year. 


"We  Got  The  Spirit!" 


Arms  of  Victory:  BLS  varsity  cheerleaders  led  by  Co-Captains  Jen  Shanks  and  Kristin  Amuzzi  warmed  up  the  crowd  at  the  games  and 
the  pep  rally  throughout  the  season. 


Freshman  Football  Finishes  with  Victory 


there  is  a  Freshman  team.  But  despite  all 
doubt,  they  do  exist,  they  do  know  how  to 
play  football,  and  they  did  quite  well  this 
season.  Actually,  they  did  better  than  last 


from  Simmons.  They  ran,  did  their  drills, 
and  listened  to  Coach  Stevens  yell  (which 
he  did  a  lot,  by  the  way).  The  team  was 
generally  a  good  one  and  had  many  indi- 


By  Lisa  Borelli,  I 
Staff  Writer 


Here  at  Boston  Latin,  we  are  known 
for  many  things.  We  may  be  an  academic 
school  to  many  people,  but  we  have  many 
important  traditions  besides  academics, 
sports  being  one  of  the  most  important. 
Football  may  just  take  the  top  position  of  all 
sports.  For  the  players  here,  the  season  has 
ended,  they  have  all  played  their  final  game 
of  the  year.  For  some,  their  career  at  Latin 
has  ended  and  they  will  no  longer  be  play  ing 
in  the  Latin-English  games  every  year.  But 
they  have  played  their  share  of  games,  and 
will  graduate  having  one  of  the  best  seasons 
Varsity  has  had  in  a  long  time.  Still,  these 
are  only  the  seniors.  There  are  other  players 
left,  waiting  to  get  their  turn  to  have  as  good 
as  a  season,  and  there  are  three  teams  of 
them.  Not  one,  not  two,  but  three.  We  know 
Varsity,  and  there  is  J.V.,  but  who  is  the 
third  team?  Well,  they  are  called  the  Fresh¬ 
man  team,  and  they  play  football  for  our 
school  too,  a  fact  which  may  have  been 
overlooked  by  many  people. 

Freshmen?  What  Freshmen? 
That’s  right,  some  people  don’t  even  know 


year’s  Freshmen  team.  How?  Well,  this  year’s 
team  actually  won  a  game.  Granted  it  was 
only  one  game,  but  it  was  still  a  win. 

The  Freshman  team  feels  that  they 
deserve  some  recognition,  and  they  do.  Fresh¬ 
man  worked  hard  this  year.  They  practiced 
every  day  on  their  “field,”  which  was  actu¬ 
ally  a  clearing  in  the  trees  across  the  street 


vidual  as  well  as  team  accomplishments 
during  the  season.  Quarterback  Steve  Barry 
completed  around  40-45  passes  during  the 
season.  On  defense,  Joze  Padilla,  defensive 
lineman,  finished  the  season  with  a  total  of 
three  sacks,  the  highest  amount  on  the  team. 

Freshman  played  Concord -Carlisle 
on  November  10  in  their  season  ender.  Con¬ 


cord  started  off  the  first  half  with  a  touch¬ 
down,  giving  them  the  early  lead.  But  Latin 
came  right  back  on  their  second  drive, 
sweeped  left,  with  a  good  block  by  Steve 
Barry,  and  Luis  McDonough  scored.  Con¬ 
cord  was  held  by  good  defense  in  the  first 
half,  and  was  unable  to  score  again.  A  deep 
pass  from  Barry  to  Danny  Cadet  gave  Latin 
the  second  touchdown  of  the  first  half.  Then 
Eddie  Marshall  scored  on  a  solid  25  yard 
run.  Concord  was  able  to  score  again  in  the 
second  half,  but  they  were  unable  to  score 
more  due  to  solid  defense  by  the  Latin  team. 
The  final  score  was  22- 12,  Latin  coming  out 
the  victor. 

The  Freshman  team  played  well  all 
year.  Coach  Stevens  was  very  proud  of  them 
for  their  efforts  and  their  abilities.  The  rea¬ 
son  they  did  not  have  a  winning  season  was 
mostly  lack  of  experience.  Some  of  the 
players  had  never  played  football  on  a  team 
until  this  year.  All  in  all,  the  team  was  a  good 
one.  They  did  try  hard,  and  they  played  to 
the  best  of  their  ability,  ending  up  with 
many  close  games  and  eventually  a  win. 
Hopefully  they  will  be  used  to  playing  on 
the  same  team  by  next  year,  and  will  per¬ 
form  even  better  on  Junior  Varsity. 


LOVE.REVELATION+keepon  with  that  feelingall  you,  I 
love. [pinkximes,skait,eb,annasks,linz,j,n,  alphabet 

MERRY  XMAS  CHER YL.LISA  L.LISA  G, CARMEL, 
KATE,KELLY,STEPHANIA,JODI,KIKA,ETC.GO  BLS 
TRACK  TEAM!!!  -MEL 

JIZ-PIZ  IS  THE  ILLEST!!!  REPRESENTS  HUT  UP 
TOURE.INOKEV  MERRYX-MAS  HAPPY  NEW  YEAR!! 

I  love  you,  Jen  Skanks  your  Secret  Admirer  (Sean) 

MERRY  MERRY  HOLIDAYS  TO  ALL  THE  BLS  COMMU¬ 
NITY  FROM  NEZ  M .  (MO) 

IUC  MERRY  XMAS  ALL  HAPPY  BDAY  SARAH  AND 
LAUREN  JO  GOOD  LUCK  LEX  GOOD  LUCK  ERIN  KEEP 
TRYING  LV  ERICA 

BUON  NATALE  e  FELICE  ANNO  NUOVO  a  tutti  gli  studenti  a 
Bologna!!  A  Presto.  Nicole  D.B. 

Merry  X-mas  too:  Latin  Hockey,  PB,  KB  AG,  JL,  GL,  Southie 
Boys,  CT,  MH,  Job,  AE,  Berger,  101,  to  Pheads,  CB  LB-  From 
Don  B. 

HAPPY  HOLIDAYS  TO  MY  FAVORITE  INTERNS,  KIM 
MICHILLE.JEANNE.  LOVE  ERIN 

MERRY  X-MAS  TO  LEEN.KRISTIN.TRIS  AND  EVERYONE 
ELSE.I  LOVE  AG. LONG  LIVE  THE  WOLFPACK.-JANIN  O. 

NOLLAIG  SHONA  AGUS  BLAIN  NUA  FAOI  MHAISE 
DAOIBH. 

FROOM  WEIHNACKT  UND  EIN  GLUECKLICHES  NEUJAHR 
VON  DEM  DEUTSCHVEREIN. 

Throwing  the  B-day  In  YOUR  way  -KT 

2ALLMYPALSESPMY2BRQSDREWCHESTERMELONHEADKPNU 
ALAMEGNICGENLIS  AMUNANDCONCERTCHOIR: 
HALLELUJAHJLUVYA-MIA 

TO  ALL  MY  BEST  FRIENDS-JANINMOTRISH-ILUVSH 
ANDTO  MY  FAVORITE  BRECKEN 

To  Michelle  G.-  That  is  so  bad!  Tictacs!  Oh  Merry  Christmas  and 
Happy  New  Year-Luv  Always,  Sarah  A. 

WOMAN-HAHAMERRY  XMAS/LOVE  LEEN 

Kristen  O-  Isn’t  it  ironic?  Do  you  want  any  knapkins?  I  get  the 
basement!  Merry  Christmas-  Love  Sarak  A. 

MerryChristmas  Lara&Robbin&Debbie&T  any  a&Sco  t&Regine& 
Joyce&  PT &Chuck&Sean&Kym&Mike&Naoko&Rasheena&Suze 

Fric-Merry  Christmas  honey!  I  love  you!  -Frac 

MerryChristmas!BethLaurenShirleyKatie 
LoriLexxieJenErinSarah  HAPPYNewYear!From  Kristen  Hamm 

MERRYXMAS 
CDLLYRARAKATEMBGKATEKRISSFIELKElJIMCRHjrAYMATIPAT 
AD  AM  JOSHBOBSE  ANDANIELILOVE  YOUGU  YS 
LOVE.KM 

MERRYX-MASMICHELLEiHIKATIEMAGGIEERIN 

S4NfEsB4D<MAIJ4AL»LR/\nBv^^ 

MAY  SANTA  KICK  YOU  IN  THE  BUTT&HAVE  A  MERRY 
CHRISTMAS  1TONAVY 
PEI,ROSY,KIM,PAM,DARIELY&ERNESTO 

Merry  Christmas  Homeroom  318!  -Curro 

Merry  Xmas  goes  to  Stevo  D-Coch  Edub  B-dub  Sam  BennyT. 
PaulyWil  Noah  Greg  Marcus  Rob  Tommyhilfly 

FRESHMAN  FOOTBALL:  ARE  YOU  HAPPY  NOW?  (IF  NOT 
DONT  BOTHA  ME-I  DONT  WANNA  KNOW-HI 
KIMMIE!LVLISA 

CXix^xiiyUndeKjarryDdty’sGciiGrfiiyardfttxrrTna^^ 

B. double  REPRESENT:Black  Noah.Eryts.theCoch.Steveo. 
ann.ALLThe  Ladies.Freshman  Ball. PaulyWil. Marcus 

Mad  Props  To  Da  INOKEV  Club  and  to  Da  ShutUP  Toure  Club 
and  Wassup  to  all  Nigel’s  Girlz 

Shoutout  to  the  BOMB  Hispanic  Crew  of  ’96. Hope  We  Always 
Keep  in  touch.Love  always  Sandra&Culiflaca!!! 

Merry  Christmas  to  Cathy  and  Read  at  their  first  X-mas  together! 
-Anthony 

I  LOVE  You  Maggie,  from  Eduardo 


BLS  Argo,  December  1995 

James,  Los  juevos  rules.Merry  Christmas  Love,MP 

Meg,Megan,Lea,just  remember,”less  dogs.less  fleas”.  Love,  MP 

Lea,  I  have  the  Hospital  PANTS!!  (Thanx  to  Lauren)  MERRY  X- 
MAS  Jen,  ED.and  Dinky  (J/K)  -GOD 

Hey,  DIANE,  MICHAELA  and  LAURA!  Isn’t  Mr.  BarTy  SEXY?! 
I  think  so!!  Merry  X-mas,  guys!-GOD  201 

Meg.Megan.and  Lea.  Merry  Christmas  Love  always,  Margaret 

hiyallwhassup?merry*x- 

mastohomies!1510^sux!don’tmaixmegomaciIlin’postalcnyour**PHAT**!?!- 

guesswho? 

Lea,  T.W.I.T.  are  the  best.  Merry  X-Mas.  Love  always,  MP 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  to  the  JV  Soccer  team.  Thanks  for  a  great 
season.  Love  Deanna 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  ALL  IMPORTANT  PEOPLE  LOVE- 
TED  &  MARY  STAY  IMPORTANT  LOVE  KATIE 

HAPPY  B-DAY  to  Rosieand  ME  (SPAMY)  HELLOto  all  MY 
FRIENDS!  MERRY  X-MAS  2  ALL  &  to  all  a  good  NIGHT! 

TO  THE  LOCAL  CREW  —  THE  TUESDAY  OF  VACATION 
WILL  BE  AS  TA-TA  AS  EVER.  MERRY  CHRISTMASBUD.  - 
DEWEY 

HAHYII>\YlKA^3^YXM^SIOIH>SMARYIQ>^RlELYI>VvOC)YW 

MEANDMYHOMEROOM 

ALSOLAURA&PEINAVY&AMELIALUVKIM 

I  LOVE  YOU  STEVEN  McCABE  from  your  boyfriend,  John 
Sheppeck 

Laura  LOVES  Brian,4!JULIe  is  a  mess!!  DEANNA  CAN’T 
REACH  THE  JOLLY-RANCHERS  !!MERRY  X-MAS  -GOD 
201 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  EVERYONE!  MERRY  X-MAS 
BRIAN  LOVE, JANE 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS!!  TED  AND  MARY!  -LAURA  D. 

HAPPY  B-day  to  Rosie  Dec  23  &  Pamela  Dec  28.  WZUP  Gamyle 
&  Thelma 

'■  '•  ’2=~ 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  GIRLS  JV  B-BALL  TEAM  -LORI  & 
ALYSSA 

TO  THE  HONORABLE  DELEGATES  OF  MUN:  MERRY 
CHRISTMAS  AND  HAPPY  MY  BIRTHDAY!  P.S.  GET  OVF.R 
“STUFF’ 

WE  LUV  YOU  STONE!  RIP.  LONG  LIVE  Robin!  LOVE,  AMY 
APARNA  ALEXANDRA  ANGELA  and  MAGGIE 

TO:  ROB  W.  GRADE  9  Do  you  want  2  go  out  w/  me?  -Einma  T. 
Gr  8Leeches2Michelle,MOORibbit,Peep,Baa&ROSS 

The  moon  does  shine  where  the  midnight  sun  sets.  And  if  p  igs  had 
wings,  they’d  fly.  Qapla 

Merry  Christmas  Prizari  Leslie  Becky  Pam  Maxy  Lizy  Mayra  Eric 
Pippo  Chippy  Kevaughn  Hajii  Jenny  Sadah  Cindy  Johnny  Eliu 
Nansa  Fiorina  and  every  1  else  dat  1 4-got  4um  da  Latino  Cookie  & 
Gerson  4umpriz 

Bill  and  Ted  will  always  rule  as  long  as  air-guitar  is  safe  for  the  O- 
zone.  WILD  STALLYNS  RULE! 

I’m  gonna  like  say  uh  like  Merry  uh  some  uh  something  and  like 
stuff  cuz  like  uh-uh  like  y’know  stuff.  DL 

To  the  Girls  JV  Soccer  Team  -  Thanks  for  a  great  season!  Happy 
Holidays  -  G.C. 

Happy  Holidays  ftom  the  librarians  in  the  young  adult  room  of  the 
Boston  Public  Library 

Happy  Holidays  to  all  my  pals.  Love,  Genny 

MG-2Small  CheeseBurgers2SmallCocaColaClassics 
And  1  SmallFrenchFry ! ! !  Pathetic!  !MerryChristmasLuvMe 

Sarah-TheMirrorAtTheTravelAgentRules!Let’sDoItAgain 
SometimeDon’t  Worry  AboutMr.OverbearingYeahSure!I-VKO 

ToMattDelaneyMatthewS- 

We’KtoTtCliMciAgaiSomWtiThBCacflM^ikrtgMilAnSxIManChrisfnasKO 

Gorgeous;  Merry  Christmas  and  remember  we’ll  always  be 
together;  love  always,  Eric 

Happy  belated  birthday,  Maura!  From,  Shannon 

Merry  Christmas  to  my  sister  Cheryl  Love,  Shannon 
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Happy  Birthday  — >  (late)  Maura  and  Shannon!  Love  Jessica 
Hope  it’s  a  great  1! 

Dear  Holly,  Maura  &  Shannon,  Have  the  bestis  Christmas!  Love, 
Jess 

Happy  Birthday  Shannon!  (Sorry  it’s  late)  Maura 

HEY  VIV  I  LOVE  YOU  ARE  YOU  HAPPY  I  GOT  FIVE  OF 
THESE  THINGS 

ACC  BASKETBALL  RULES  EVEN  THOUGH  THEY  WIN 
WITHOUT  ME 

SPILLAINE  IS  GOD  !!!!!  USE  DIRECT  DRIVE  FOR  SOLAR 
CARS  FOR  SPEED 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  EVERYONE  AND  FOLLOW  YOUR 
‘96  RESOLUTIONS 

TECHNO  RULES!  BLS  VOLLEYBALL  ARE  THE  WAY, 
BABY! 

Merry  Christmas  to  Los  Huevos  and  remember-  less  dog,  less 
fleas!! 

Merry  Christmas  Mr.  Isaacs!  Can  I  have  Extra  Credit  now?  Your 
best  student —  Audra — 

Pukes  ABUS  Chuck  Sh  butmom  yesdad  heeeeeeeee  I  understand 
Idon’tlikethisstationDOFF  sport  chickens? 

Audra-  shoot  the  purple  bubble  lady!  Pat  Sheans  sweats  you! 
Everybody  loves  me  I  am  the  real  God! 

To  Fleming  Sanders:  if  you’ll  be  my  bodyguard,  I  can  be  your 
long-lost  pal...  I  love  you  yeah,  yeah,  yeah!  Merry,  oh  foo, 
Christmas.  Love  always,  Delaney  M 

Big  Wheels  keep  on  turnin’,  proud  Mary  keeps  on  bumin’!  Merry 
Christmas  to  the  R.R.  Society! 

Meny  Christmas:  craaaaaazy  Ginniy,  Fetus  Boy,  and  Einstein  Jr. 
We  love  ya!  J,R,E,P,E! 

Merry  X-Mas,  if  u  are  wondering  what  2  get  me  just  know  u  are  the 
only  present  and  all  the  joy  I  need!  Merry 
X-Mas  2  the  whole  Desrouche  family  and  Lauren,  Tiha,  Desiree, 
Danielle,  Cherissa,  Joanne,  HR  101 

MERRY  XMAS  TO-MP  MH  ML  SR  JB  AT  JL  MF  JE  OM 
KM  SC  FD  AS  JN  AA  U  AR  DC  BS  BE  AM  BK  JF  TM  DB 
MC-FROM  LEA 

Merry  X-Mas  to  all  the  little  people  especially  the  Loli-Pop 
Kids  -  Joe  P. 

Happy  Holidays  to  my  family  and  my  friends!  I  love  you  all  a 
whole  lot !  Love,  Jen 

HAPPY  KWANZA!  Celebrate  the  strength  of  a  people  &  the 
beauty  of  a  culture.  -AKS  &  MELISSA  McCLINTON  c3 

MERRY  XMAS  TO  MOOKIE  MARGE  LEA  JN  MF  KG  KM 
AT  JF  EM  MP  BE  JB  AM  DB  PL  U  AND  HR  234 
ILOVEDSN 

WITH  THE  FOUR  OF  US  WE  CAN  GET  THRU  IT  ALL! 

THIS  SUMMER  WE’LL  HAVE  FUN  ON  THE 
CAPE(DAVE+?)  HOW  SKYLE 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  ALL  OF  MY  SISTERS!  THANX 
FOR  ALWAYS  BEING  THERE  FOR  ME!  LOVE  YA  - 
JENNIE  PHAM 

MERRY  XMAS 

TO:TRISHA,JAMIE,PATJUANXRISMO,EILEENJACKI,DAVE, 
JANIN.RHAINA,  CHRISTTNA&OTHERS  AVI 

VERY  MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  HOA  NGO!  -  LOVE. 

YOUR  SECRET  ADMIRER! 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  AI-PHUONG  AND  BAO- 
PHUONG !  LOVE  ALWAYS,  U  NO  WHO! 

WE  LOVE  YOU  DANG!  COME  BACK  TO  VISIT  US.SAY 
NO  TO  DRUGS,  AND  BE  HAPPY!!  LOVE 
AURORA.REDDA.JULIA+FRIENDS 

I  LOVE  YOU  NAY  !  MERRY  CHRISTMAS  !  LOVE  ? 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  ALL  MY  FRIENDS  AND 
TEACHERS.  I’LLBE  BACK  SOON  &  I  MISS  YOU  ALL. 
FROM:AVIANA 

"For  we  need  a  little  Christmas  right  this  very  minute  ...”  "Have 
yourself  a  merry  little  Christmas  ..."  "I'll  be  home  for  Christmas, 
you  can  count  on  me  ..."  "I'm  dreaming  of  a  white  Christmas  ..." 
"Frosty  the  Snowman  was  a  fairy  tale  they  say  ..."  "We  wish 
you  a  merry  Christmas..."  Love,  Kate  F. 


15 


Hi!!  to  Shorty  from  Curly!! 

Yo,  yo  check  it!  Merry  X-mas  to  PIEC.  Pocas,  Tink,  MissH, 
Bif,  EB,  S.  Eat  lots  of  chicken!  MR  rules  forever!  FH 

Hi  Okie  Kate  Carlos  Mana  D  Bobby  Martha  Lauren  Karl 
Rapheal  Chinweuba  Joselito  &  Da  rest.  Suwada  H 

HKXASSOF97LLB+SBEHAPPYIOGErHERGLLWrrHHBOYBJWrr 

HTW®YMWnHlJJMPYHAVEAMERRYCHRISIMASFROMMCXLAS- 

OKIES+BD 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  ALL  THE  WESTINDIANS 
ESPECIALLY  JAMACIANS 

MERYXMASTOALMYBUDIESLESLIEBEUGRACE.. 
MYHUBBYJIMBOANDEVENHISCREWANOTOMINE 
ESPECIALYSSHORTY  DONT  DRINK  MUCH!  ONE  MORE 
THING!  THIS  IS  DIRECTED  TO  JIMMY  I  WANT  A 
MISTLLETOE  LOVE  YA-DEEDEE 

TO  ALL  MY  FRIENDS  IN  CLASS  II  HAVE  A  MERRY  X- 
MAS  A  GREAT  19961  LOVE  BETH  B. 

WE  MISS  YOU  AMELIA  AND  JENN  -  THE  CLASS  OF 
1997! 

Hi  ya  VIV&WING&DANI&everyone  else!  Happy  Holidays 
&  to  all  a  good  night!  Rosie 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  EVERYONE  I  KNOW  AND  I 
WANT  TO  TELL  A  GUY  OUT  THERE  THAT  I  HAVE  AN 
EXTREME  LOVE... 

-HEY  EVERYBODY-  Nimen  Hao  ma!  Wishiin’  “Daz, 
Eve,  Jean,  Jen,  April”  and  class  4  a  Meiry  X-mas!  LUVYA'- 

MAR 

MERRY  X-MAS  TO  MY  CLASSMATES  +FRIENDS 
ESPECIALLY  3  “PSYCHO”  FRIENDS. YOU  KNOW  WHAT 
I’M  SAYDMG?(HAHA)  FENG  XU 

To  my  friends,  just  wanna  say  happy  Holi  days  ya  kno  wha  I 
mean?-I’ve  2  birdies!! 

Merry -Christmas-Claire-Lori-Barbara-Erin-Nel-Kevin- 
Allyson-PM-PS-Timmy-Graciela-Kim-Mimi-Mike-Love-I.S. 

MRS  SIBLEY  WISHES  ALL  OF  HER  STUDENTS  A 
WONDERFUL  HOLIDAY  SEASON  AND  RESTFUL 
VACATION! 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  GIRLS’  JV  SOCCER  I’LL  MISS 
EVERYBODY!  GOOD  KUCK  LISA!  WE’LL  MISS  YOU 
LUV  SHANNON  +KIM 

HI!  I’M  AFRAID  OF  BIRDIESCPIGEONS  +”THAT”) 
KNOW  WHAT  IM  SAYIN  FX 

It’s  me!  Phuong  Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year 
2  all  ya  guys  u  know  hu  u  r  p.b. 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  Kim,  Shannon,  Imette,  Lory, 

Deanna,  Audraa,  &  everyone  else  on  the  Southie  Bus!  Barb 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  Imette  AND  Kevin,  Lory  AND  Pat! 
luv,  “Babs”  ps-U  guys  are  great 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  JESSICA,  MAURA,  SARAH, 
CATHERINE,  LAUREN,  ANN  KATIE,  AND  KATIE 

FROM  SHANNON 

MERRYXMASTOLKBBKHKHJZENMHJOMMCLMFJCKBSGKO 
SAKMMKKMCBKMLBLRLKMWARATJTSF 
ANDHAVEAHAPPYNEWYEAR  SV 

MERRTXMASIOMRBRO^KIANIJRJEMXLSH  1 1HANDDIOJEHERIN 
“LAM  BEAR”  SV 

To  Those  2  people  (you  knoww  who  you  are)  That  you  may 
settle  your  differences  ‘cuz  a  new  year  is  coming  +  it  should 
beginn  with  FORGHVENESS,  Peace  +  Happiness!  Let  it  last 
4-ever!  luv  You! 

-Aimee  +  Cynthia  p.s.  Whoa  chicken!  +  Mommahoochie 

TEDESCHI  =  AGRICOLA 
TEDESCHI  =  AGRICOLA 
TEDESCHI  =  AGRICOLA 
TEDESCHI  =  AGRICOLA 
TEDESCHI  =  AGRICOLA 

HI!VIV+DANSANDRAWINGWAIROSIELINANCSAAMRA 
JENZACKALLSHOW  CHOIR 

M  ATTGETAB  ALLGOWN!  KAYETCTOOM  AN  YTOFIT- 
DANI 

HI  STEPHEN! 

CVS-HOME  OF  THE  WHOPPER.  MEN  ARE  HERE!  LOVE 
ALWAYS,  STINKERBELL 


Confidenial  to  ND-meny  Christmas! !!PolandSprings Water 
forever! from  the  Rocky  Coast  of  Maine!  Luv  Me 

KROW  FOUY  OD-DNIM  RUOY  ESOLC— TI  FO  TRAP 
ER’UOYTI  THGIF  T’NAC  UOY-UOY  ROF  GNIMOC  SI 
YCAR  IFSNOC  EHT 

YRREM  S  AMTSIRHC  TO  ME,JACKI,KEN,JANIN, 

LEENI,JUAN,JAMIE,MO,CHRISTINA,UH,PAT,UH,AND 

STUFF.  1AJV  DAVE 

Shawtz  out  ta  my  boyz!  Friz,Tiz,Diz,Tonie,Snoop,Dookie, 
Combread,Strap,2PlyFrenchfry  N  YO’YO! 

Merry  Christmas  and  Happy  New  Year  To  All  My  Friends  - 
You  Know  Who  You  Are!  Love  Always  MichelleAmy 

To  Sarah  A-AllIHaveToSayls- 
AMonthAgo!WhoKnew?NEWayMerryChristmas! 

Put  Your  Y  K  W  Away!AndStopUsingMe!!LVMG 

Hey  KnstenO!Youdon’thavetothinkaboutitcause  Mike  said  yes! 
Go  Go  Dustbusters!  2CocacolaClassics!LvMG 

ToERMerryChristmasToThatBreKenWomanWhoThinksShes” 
Wonder  ful”DontForgetToFeelItCauseItsSoft!LvAlwaysMG 

Confidential  to  SA&KO-Never  forget  our  Fridays  or  the 
DustbustercausetheresmorethanmeetstheeyeLYLSMG 

******************************* 

"■SENATE IS  BOMB/ - \* 

"■SENATE  IS  BOMB\  $$  /* 

"■SENATE  IS  BOMB  \  /  * 
******************************* 

SEAN  AND  DAN  FORVER 
******************************* 

HI  SARAH 
FROM:  NLS.  S.C.  J.B. 

A.F.  R.M.  A.H.  C.O. 


sideottheMississipp! 

HISOPHM<ORES:CNINAJQMSMATr,HSARAH^jJERJCA£)JONAS 

,AJACOB„JAMES3ERINJLEX,VSEAN,RCOURTJLAURENJO 

To  Ramanda:  You  have  given  me  support,comfort  when  I’m 
stress.deprcssed.Thank  You!  Cecilia 

GIVE  THE  GIFT  OF  NICENESS  TO  YOUR  PARENTS  FOR 
THE  HOLIDAYS!  WE  LOVE  YOU. 

Hi  KM  LO  MM  YR  LT  DT  AND  CHIP  N  HARRY  MERRY 
CHRISTMAS  AND  WE  LOVE  YOU!  LUV  CHRISTY  AND 
KIKI 

DEAR  TIM  SWAIN, 

I  LOVE  YOU  SOO  MUCH  AND  I'M  WILLING  TO  SAY  IT 
PUBLICLY  LOVE  YOUR  SECRET  ADMIRER 

Merry  Christmas  to  all  especially  Sarah  Kristen  Eileen  Steve 
&ofcouse-Lisa!BeGood!LoveAlwaysMichelle 

Hey  was  up  class  of  ‘99?  Meny  Christmas  and  Happy  New 
YearlEnjoy  the  Holidays  but  don’t  do  nothing  dumb. 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  CLASS  OF  1999!  THANK  GOD  FOR 
VACATIONS!!!!!!!!!!  SEE  Y’ALLIN  ‘96 

FROM  AUDILIA 

CAMYLIE  &  CHACHA  KEY-KEY&  ANGEL  WAZ  UP 
TELYCHARUNE,LUDGIE,ILLYROSI,&  CLASS  OF  1999 

I  pushed  Josh  Macintosh  off  a  cliff.  Smooches,  Alex 

GIGGLE-GIGGLE  FLIP-FLIP  I  don’t  know  what’s  going  on!! 
Luv  ya-  Alex  and  Amy 

To  all  my  friends  +  family-Have  a  great  Christmas,  especially 
my  best  freinds  V.Y..S.N.  T.M. 

Dear  Ma,  Merry  Christmas  and  may  the  New  Year  be  filled 
with  happinessxoRobin&Sam 

Dear  Rylee,  I  received  your  letter  for  Christmas.  I  hope  I  have 
everything!  Love,  Santa 

Dear  Ski,  Your  Letter  got  here  and  what  a  List  it  is:  Be  good  till 
Christmas. Love,  Santa 

Daddy!ISH,GEE,BUS, 

FKMJFHNPAFFY^VRxjORLS!CW,KFI^YOURMOMSSMFIH(HC)iE- 
SGONLY  WE  KNOW-JR-BOYS 

Merry  Christmas!  Jonathan  with  all  my  love  Bridget 

Hello  and  happy  holidays  to  all  my  friends!!  Lisa 


MERRY  XMAS  FROM  JODITO 
STEF,MEL,CHERYLG,KELLYL,ED(CHER),CHARLIE- 
HORSE.ANDREA  H-YEARBOOKS  ARE  COMING 

Quxk^arJarii;QrrtirH,CbcZv^layncjSootPatMacJkriJ^JlC>%SuMxMcg 
&  LizLove  A1  way  s  JcnnXOXO 

NH,  WFIPRM  RH  HZGZM.QFWTVNVMG  WZB  RH  ZG 
SZMW.  KIVKZIV  GL  WRVZG  GSW  SZMWH  LU 
BLFIXIVZGLI. 

merryx-mastomyPhatposse!  Yallrocklgo  intothcwoodswith 
LITTLERED 

Chicago  Hope  Rules!  Friends  Rules!  World  Sux!  Star  Trek 
Rules!  Good  Luck  Pac-Man! 

GREETINGS  TO  THE  WOMEN 

STALKERS:T.G.,G.A,Z.Y.&Rita!  Love  ya!  HapyB.  WAGO 
FRrinLOVE  W/MOLDER  MARTIN 

TO  EVERYONE: 

HAVE  A  MERRY  CHRISTMAS  AND  KILL  ALL  WHO 
ANNOY  YOU  MAY 

HAPPYHOLIDAYSMERRY#?!CHRISTMAS+HAVEA*!#;?!# 

GREATITMEFROMYOURSTRULYWHOEVERYOL^XITHINKIAMF 

NOWGOAWAY 

MerryX-mas! 

Vw.WngNarcyWiiMtyLisa^ophiaJDmiJJettyAlaJtesieAllBQnVickiEdwina 

Luv.Sandra 

MERRYCHRISTMAS  to  Viv,  Rosie,  Dani,  Nancy,  Wing, 
Sandra,  Mui,  DJ,  Amy,  Thuy,  Nan,  Daisy,  Phuong,  Ping,  CaLay 

-Edwina 

HEY.SHING, YOU’RE  A  NICE  GUY!  KEN- YOU’LL  NEVER 
PAY  ME  BACK  IN  YOUR  STINKING  LIFE!  HI,  HENRY, 
ZHAO  -YU 

MaffyXmtdlferiWngJlfsieKflriJiJwirBSarriaWai^aaTraJessNari^MiCaliy 
IloveUBigPoppa  [Viv] 

TO:  Betty,  Charlene,  Christina,  Jeanine,  Mai,  Maria,  Nahede, 
Sophia,  Taknika,  and  Uyen.  Merry  Christmas  and  a  Happy  New 
Year!  Be  pickle-free  and  remember  to  peel  those  bananas! 

Love,  Li 

TO:  JARED, JESSE.LUCAS JMAT.ETC  AT  BHS.  ALSO— 
JOE,EDDIE,MATT,MICHAEL.  THANKS  BILL  HAVE  A 
GOOD  X-MAS  JF 

To:  Leslie,  Gia,  Grace,  &  Chantell 
Merry  Christmas!!!  Love,  Bev. 

Hi  all!  Merry  Christmas  from  Kristin.  By  the  way,  Jan  in-  may 
we  both  get  our  wish  number  7.:Racer  Bones 

I’m  not  finished  yet  Christy-jelly  is  better  than  tuna!  To 
Mo+Trish:you  guys  R  Jamie  cheerleaders-K 

HAPPY  BE  LATED  BIRTHDAY  To  Laura  Craven! 

Sent  by:  Lucy  Craven! 

Chris.Good  luck  this  season  &  be  careful!  If  you  ever  need 
anything.let  me  know.  Love,  your  S.P.  Laura 

Mr.Claus,  Thanks  for  all  your  help.”Yes  Virginia,  there  is  a 
Santa  Claus.”  Love,  Mrs.Claus 

Annie,Caroline,Katie&Kristen,I  don’t  knowwhat  I’d  do  w/out 
u.Thanks  4  always  being  there!  Love  Laura 

Merry  Christmas  LucyBilly,Tim,JD,Joey,Fitzy  and  to  the  rest  of 
the”family!"  Luv.MumGrandmaAuntie 

Merry  Christmas 

PAIMAItEAU/INVOTIH^FBieSMAlX 
and  JENN!  Love  you! -Laura 

Perry-stopbeinghomylittleuns- 

4notshrsDumplingakasnoopyLoser- 

wheresmyvesterveryoneelseyouareallfogeys 

FELIX  NAVIDAD  to  Mr.  *  Mrs.  Gutierrez  &  Mr.  &  Mrs. 

Flores  and  all  of  my  girls!  Also  to  Illy.Ludge  stay  cool 

TO  ALL  SPRITE  DRINKERS,  OBEY  YOUR  THIRST 

TO:ISOSCELES: KITTEEN.ALI.ERIN.MERR Y  X-MAS  AND 
HAPPY  NEW  YEAR1P.S.  PATRICK.MERRY  X-MAS.  I 
LOVE  YOU! 

MERRY  CHRISTMAS  TO  LISA  LUCIA  ND  MICHELLE 
EDDY  LOVE.  YOUR  FRIEND  C.G. 

PS  TO  MICHELLE  G.  TOO 
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Coming  Next 
Issue . . . 

►  Accreditation 
Assessment  Report 

►  An  Inside  Look  at 
BLS  Bathrooms 

►  News  from  the 
Multicultural  Fair 
Committee 

►  Winter  Sports  Update 

*  Review  of  Classical 
Club ’s/s/I  7  It 
Romantic 

►  Amelia’s  Holidays 
in  Germany 

*  Junior  Back  from 
Mountain  School 

*  and  Much,  Much, 
More! 
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Surfaces 


By  Maria  Dubrowski,  II 
Editorial  Board  Associate 


So  many  surfaces,  so  many  faces 
Yet  each  one  transparent. 

Some  offering  promise  of  things  pretty  and 
bright, 

Others  showing  nothing. 

To  stop  and  admire  the  beautiful  exterior  is 
tempting. 

How  many  even  consider  inspecting  the 
inside? 

Different  colors  on  the  faces, 

But  all  share  the  same  interior- 
Crystal  Clear  to  me. 


Painted 

World 


By  Kate  Fruman,  II 
Layout  Editor 


I  paint  a  pink  sunset 
On  waves  of  blue 
I  read  a  letter 
That  came  from  you 
And  still  I  wander 
Inside  the  dream. 

Will  I  join  those 
Who  might  have  been? 

I  paint  a  river 
That  flows  heavy 
With  lead  and  tears 
As  cold  gravy. 

Its  waves  have  washed 
So  few  on  the  shore 
That  graveyards  near 
Hold  no  more. 

A  god  might  have  dreamed  my  entire  life 
My  painted  river  runs  full  of  strife 
Your  letter  lies  on  the  sandy  beach 
So  full  of  you,  so  hard  to  reach  . . . 
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Editor's  Note 


Nancy  Poon,  II 
Editor-in-Chief 

Life  at  Boston  Latin  is  often  one 
big  juggling  act.  In  order  to  survive,  one 
must  follow  a  carefully  balanced  formula  of 
homework,  studying,  activities,  sports,  work, 
and  more.  Unfortunately,  this  tight  formula 
usually  results  in  stressful  days  and  even 
longer  nights.  Finally  the  time  comes  when 
one  must  readjust  the  formula,  weighing  in 
strengths,  weaknesses,  and  limitations. 

During  the  course  of  the  last  few 
months,  the  Arvo  staff  has  been  learning  this 
lesson  as  a  group.  While  we  strove  to  keep 
pace  with  everything  going  on  around  us, 


we  were  faced  with  snow  cancellations,  an 
over-booked  MacLab,  dysfunctional  com¬ 
puters,  and  numerous  scheduling  conflicts. 
While  following  a  strict  formula  does  pro¬ 
vide  structure,  we  have  learned  to  be  flex¬ 
ible  and  readjust  when  the  unexpected  hap¬ 
pens. 

Boston  Latin  is  a  very  big  and  a 
very  busy  school.  More  often  than  not,  one 
would  beoverwhelmed  by  theconstant  swirl 
of  activity.  As  the  student  newspaper,  the 
Argo  serves  as  a  forum  for  such  announce¬ 
ments,  discussions,  and  exchanges.  While 
this  issue  is  delayed  due  to  above  circum¬ 
stances  beyond  our  control,  the  Argo  staff 
did  have  a  chance  to  take  some  time  just  to 


observe  everything  around  us.  After  such  an 
unique  opportunity,  this  issue  of  the  Argo 
focuses  primarily  on  the  life  around  us.  We 
took  a  look  at  some  parts  of  our  schools, 
updated  the  progress  of  the  senior  class  and 
student  council,  and  engaged  in  the  Dennis- 
Yarmouth  High  School  debate.  We  hope 
that  these  articles  and  others  provide  some 
insight  into  the  lives  and  thoughts  of  the 
Boston  Latin  School  community. 

This  issue  also  includes  several 
letters  from  active  readers  of  the  Argo.  As 
always,  letters  to  die  editors  are  encouraged 
to  share  a  reader’s  reflection  and  to  provide 
feedback  for  the  editorial  board.  As  with  the 
forum  question  responses,  the  contents  of 


letters  to  the  editors  do  not  necessarily  re¬ 
flect  the  viewpoints  of  the  Argo.  Additonal 
letters  and  responses  are  welcome. 

It  has  been  a  long  winter.  With  the 
snow  hopefully  behind  us,  the  Argo  staff 
now  plans  to  publish  a  record  of  eight  issues 
before  the  end  of  the  year.  Four  more  issues 
will  be  coming  your  way.  In  addition,  we 
hope  to  be  able  to  successfully  initiate  the 
first  Argo  Special  Summer  Edition  for  the 
incoming  sixies  and  B-sies  during  the  sum¬ 
mer  orientation  program.  We  continue  to 
ask  everyone’s  support  in  making  this  goal 
a  reality.  Thanks  and  enjoy  reading  this 
issue. 


For  the 
Record. . . 

In  the  December  issue  of  the  Argo, 
there  was  an  incorrect  typing  inser¬ 
tion  accompanying  the  "Hello  from 
the  History  Club"  club  by  Matt 
O'Malley.  In  the  first  sentence  the 
phrase  "this  could  be  anyone.  .  .  " 
followed  the  descriptionof  a  won¬ 
derful  sponsor.  This  line  was  not  in 
the  original  copy  and  the  Argo  ex¬ 
tends  its  apologies  to  the  Mr.  Smith 
and  the  History  Club. 


Congratulations. . . 

Congratulations  to  the  Girls'  Track  Team  for  being  the  1996  Dual  County  League  Champions! 

Congratulations  to  Kait  Stokes  and  Max  Shulman  for  winning  Excellence  in  Acting  awards  at  the  Massachusetts  High  School  Drama 
Guild  Festival,  and  to  the  entire  cast  of  Variations  on  Love"  for  their  excellent  performance. 

Congratulations  to  Ms.  Nancy  O'Malley  for  having  her  poem  "I  Once  Had  A  Student  Named  Michael"  published. 

i 

The  followig  students  were  selected  as  the  winners  of  the  Boston  Latin  School  Science  Fair  held  on  Saturday  March  2,  1996. 

Congratulations  to  all,  winners  and  participants. 

SENIOR  DIVISION 

First  Prize  —  Nancy  Poon;  Second  Prize-  Samuel  Wong;  Third  Prize  -  Haben  Michael 

HONORABLE  MENTION 

Erik  Alexanian,  Eben  Ellertson,  Anna  Haritos,  Lynn  Huynh,  Alexander  Landraitis,  Ziad  Obermeyer,  Catherine  So,  Dale  You,  Si  Ping 

Yu,  Albert  Yuen. 

JUNIOR  DIVISION 

First  Prize  —  Kathryn  Meade;  Second  Prize  --  Thomas  Hannon;  Third  Prize  -  Megan  Droste 

HONORABLE  MENTION 

Richard  Arris,  Nicole  Hogarty,  Sinead  Keegan,  Michael  Manning,  Tobin  McKenna,  Ryan  Montoya,  Miriam  Popp,  Karen  Soh,  Alicia 

Tildsey,  Emily  Williams. 
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Mr.  Feuerstein  Speaks 


By  Marianne  Staniunas,  I 
Copy  Editor 

It  would  have  made  the  local  news, 
maybe  even  have  gotten  two  or  three  sec¬ 
onds  of  air  time  on  the  national  scale:  De¬ 
cember  1 1, 1995:  Fire  devastates  the  Malden 
Mills;  three  of  the  main  plants  destroyed. 
Damage  in  the  millions  of  dollars.  Thou¬ 
sands  of  employees  out  of  work.  We  all 
know  how  these  things  go. 

Yet  this  story  soared  to  the  top, 
seizing  national  headlines,  catching  Ameri¬ 
cans  across  the  country  off-guard,  particu¬ 
larly  American  workers.  This  story  de¬ 
manded  such  attention  because  it  did  not  end 
the  way  we  all  know  these  stories  end;  Mr. 
Aaron  Feuerstein,  the  CEO  of  the  Malden 
Mills  corporation  changed  the  ending  on  us. 
As  Mr.  Feuerstein  explained  to  an  audience 
of  Boston  Latin  School  juniors,  seniors,  par¬ 
ents,  faculty,  and  NHS  inductees  in  the  re¬ 
cent  National  Honor  Society  induction,  he 
decided  instantaneously,  while  watching  the 
flames  devour  the  Malden  Mills  buildings, 
the  time,  energy,  and  hard  work  of  his  family 
for  three  generations,  that  he  must  not  only 
rebui  Id,  but  he  m  ust  keep  the  company  strong, 
perhaps  even  strengthen  it.  These  were  his 
responsibilities  to  his  family,  to  his  com¬ 
pany,  and  to  his  employees.  Simply  his 
responsibilities.  But  when  Mr.  Feuerstein 
announced  the  first  step  in  his  rebuilding 
process,  fulfilling  part  of  what  he  promised 
to  himself,  to  keep  the  company  strong,  he 
turned  our  nation’s  ideas  about  business  and 
company  management  in  the  1990’s  upside- 
down:  Mr.  Feuerstein  announced  that  he 
would,  for  three  months,  continue  to  pay  the 
salaries  and  provide  benefits  for  all  workers 
who  had  lost  their  jobs  as  a  result  of  the  fire, 
out  of  his  own  pocket,  and  promised  that 
their  jobs  with  the  company  would  be  se¬ 
cure.  Suddenly  it  seemed  we  had  found  a 
late  twentieth  century  saint,  someone  who 
was  willing  to  take  extraordinary  measures 
to  help  his  fellow  men.  Aaron  Feuerstein, 
however,  only  felt  that  he  had  fulfilled  his 
responsibility  to  take  care  of  those  people 

Don’t  Come 


who  depended  on  him. 

Responsibility,  indeed,  was  the  pri¬ 
mary  focus  of  his  speech  to  the  NHS  assem¬ 
bly.  Standing  at  the  podium,  strong,  self- 
possessed,  proud,  empathetic  to  the  crowd 
as  a  BLS  alumnus  of  the  class  of  1943,  and 
without  notes  or  a  prepared  speech,  Mr. 
Feuerstein  spoke  about  the  first  things  that 
came  to  mind  as  he  considered  his  position 
in  the  world  from  his  point  of  view.  He 


Alyssa  Tang,  II,  Graphic  Arts  Editor 
spoke  about  how  Boston  Latin  School  had 
taught  him  the  value  of  hard  work  and  how 
it  had  been  instrumental  as  he  matured  into 
adulthood  in  shaping  the  man  he  became. 
He  learned  to  work  to  the  greatest  level  of 
his  ability,  to  expect  a  comparable  effort 
from  others,  and  to  treasure  the  valuable 
asset  of  such  effort.  With  hard  work,  Mr. 
Feuerstein  achieved  success,  and  he  real¬ 
ized  and  accepted  that  with  success  comes 
responsibility.  He  embraced  this  responsi¬ 
bility  in  every  situation;  he  commented  that 
he  always,  when  confronted  by  problematic 
situations,  “feels  the  need”  to  step  in  and 
remedy  them.  In  this  situation,  he  knew  his 
responsibility  was  to  provide  for  his  em¬ 
ployees,  both  “white  collar. . .  and  the  work¬ 
ers,”  whom  he  declared  were  and  are  his 
“greatest  asset”  as  CEO  of  Malden  Mills. 
When  he  acted  as  he  did,  he  was  taking  care 
of  his  own,  making  not  only  a  good  ethical 
decision,  but  a  good  business  decision  as 
well;  his  employees,  grateful  for  his  gener¬ 
osity  have  labored  to  increase  and  improve 
production  as  they  have  begun  working 
again. 


Mr.  Feuerstein  also  had  an  expla¬ 
nation  for  why  his  actions  seemed  so  un¬ 
usual  when  compared  with  the  actions  of  the 
heads  of  other  companies.  Those  CEOs,  he 
said,  have  responsibilities  to  their  share¬ 
holders,  to  achieve  the  “short-term  profit”; 
responsibilities  which  they  seem  to  feel  su¬ 
persede  their  responsibilities  to  their  em¬ 
ployees,  who 
would  more 
likely  benefit 
from  decisions 
made  with  the 
“long-term 
profit”  in  mind.  Malden  Mills  Corporation 
has  no  shareholders.  Mr.  Fcuerstein’s  re¬ 
sponsibilities,  therefore,  are  all  to  the  com¬ 
pany  itself  and  to  his  employees;  he  feels 
that  he,  in  a  sense,  has  the  luxury  of  making 
all  of  his  decisions  based  on  the  “long-term 
profit":  what  will  be  best  for  everyone  in  the 
long  run. 

Yet,  undeniably,  despite  all  of  his 
suggestions  to  the  contrary,  there  is  some¬ 
thing  special,  something  unique  about  Mr. 
Aaron  Feuerstein.  This  something  became 
more  and  more  apparent  as  he  repeatedly 
urged,  especially  the  young  people  in  the 
audience,  to  look  toward  the  future  and 
make  decisions  with  thoughts  of  what  will 
be  best  then  in  mind.  This  something  came 

out  as  he  spoke  about  leaving  his  door  open 
to  every  single  employee  in  his  company  so 

that  they  might  come  directly  to  him  with 
difficulties  or  for  help  in  any  situation.  It 
shone  through  the  smile  on  his  face  when  he 
spoke  about  his  interaction  with  his  employ¬ 
ees:  visiting  the  different  factories  and  meet¬ 
ing  the  workers  on  the  factory  floors,  getting 
to  know  them  professionally  and  person¬ 
ally;  describing  his  employees'  warm  recep¬ 
tion  of  him,  all  of  them  eager  to  thank  him 
for  his  care  and  understanding,  and  to  show 
their  respect  for  him.  This  something  was 
most  evident,  however,  as  he,  quoting  from 
the  Torah,  the  Old  Testament,  advised  the 
members  of  the  enraptured  audience,  in  sum¬ 
mary,  to  accept,  embrace  responsibility;  to 
work  toward  the  future,  acting  with  long¬ 


term  goals  in  mind;  and  to  support  those 
who  rely  on  them. 

Perhaps  the  other  company  owners 
would  have  acted  the  way  Mr.  Feuerstein 
did,  given  the  opportunity,  but  it  seems  that 
it  is  more  likely  that  they,  like  their  share¬ 
holders,  would  have  been  more  concerned 
with  the  “short-term  profits”  rather  than  the 


long-term  interests  of  the  entire  company. 
Yes,  Mr.  Feuerstein  did  feel  he  was  simply 
fulfilling  his  responsibilities  to  his  employ¬ 
ees,  and  his  family,  and  his  company.  What 
makes  Mr.  Feuerstein  different,  special,  great 
is  that  he  has  his  priorities,  his  concepts  of 
his  responsibilities,  lined  up  straight  in  front 
of  him  and  he  lets  these  guide  his  actions. 
He  will  not  compromise  what  he  knows  is 
good  and  right  because  it  would  be  easy  to 
do  so;  he  will  not  abnegate  the  least  of  his 
duties,  because  such  an  action  would  be 
against  every  fiber  of  his  character.  Mr. 
Feuerstein  is  a  pillar  of  his  community  and 
would  be  of  any  community,  because  he 
willingly  agrees  each  day  to  support  such  a 
load,  the  load  of  a  community  which  relies 
on  men  and  women  of  outstanding  character 
and  personal  strength,  on  his  shoulders.  He 
is  a  great  man  because  no  one  demands  this 
level  of  excellence  from  him  except  him¬ 
self;  because  he  is  guided  by  a  set  of  prin¬ 
ciples,  morals,  and  a  sense  of  right  and 
righteousness  which  far  surpass  those  of  the 
majority  of  the  people  in  our  world  today. 
As  one  BLS  teacher  commented,  “There’s  a 
man  who’s  somehow  rich.”  He  is  rich  in 
ideals,  rich  in  values,  rich  in  love  of  family, 
love  of  community ,  and  therefore,  rich  in  the 
benefits  of  leading  his  life  so:  the  happiness, 
the  fulfillment,  the  love  returned  to  him  by 
the  many  he  touches  that  so  many  of  us  seem 
to  have  disregarded  and  forgotten. 


...we  have  found  a  late  twentieth  century 
saint,  someone  who  was  willing  to  take  ex¬ 
traordinary  measures  to  help  his  fellow  men 


,  Don’t  Graduate  Amczech,  It  Pays 


By  Maria  Dubrowski,  II 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

Attention  all  seniors!!! 
(Juniors,  too  -  this  concerns  you,  as 
well)  The  absentee  rate  and  the 
tardy  rate  are  quickly  increasing, 
and  the  big  guys  in  the  main  office 
have  noticed!  Every  month  since 
the  beginning  of  the  year  atten¬ 
dance  for  the  whole  school  has 
decreased  steadily  (dropping  from 
93.69%  in  September  to  87. 14%  in 


January)  and  tardiness  has  in¬ 
creased  from  3.33%  of  the  school 
in  September  to  a  whopping  7.37% 
this  January.  These  figures  are  way 
below  Latin  School  standards,  and 
dropping  standards  will  not  be  tol¬ 
erated. 

The  main  office  is  look¬ 
ing  particularly  to  the  upper 
classmen  to  remedy  this  problem  - 
because  they  are  the  primary  cause 
of  it!  Seniors  hold  the  record  for 
most  absences  (at  last  count,  atten¬ 


dance  was  down  to  81.54%)  and 
juniors  are  most  often  tardy 
(11.29%  of  the  days  in  January). 
Mr.  Contompasis  and  Mr.  Flynn 
attribute  the  decline  in  attendance 
partly  to  the  abolishment  of  the 
fifteen  percent  rule  (For  those  of 
you  new  to  the  school,  this  rule 
requires  that  students  miss  no  more 
than  1 5%  of  the  days  in  a  term  -  or 
else  they  fail  all  their  subjects  for 
that  term.).  If  they  do  not  see  im¬ 
mediate  improvement,  they  are  not 
only  considering  reinstating  the 
15%  rule,  but  they  are  also  consid¬ 
ering  locking  the  doors  at  8:05  am. 
No  latecomers  will  be  permitted  to 
enter.  Also,  graduation  and  pro¬ 
motion  depend  upon  good  stand¬ 
ing  in  the  attendance  office. 

A  final  word  of  warning  - 
Mr.  Contompasis  says  that  all  tardy 
detention,  all  books  owed,  and  all 
debts  due  will  be  payed  before 
sign-out,  or  elSe....summerschool! 
(All  debts  from  sixie  year  are  col¬ 
lective.)  “If  there  is  a  record  of  a 
sludent’sowing  it,  the  student  owes 
it.”  Period.  “You  pay  to  play.” 
There  is  no  sympathy  in  that  big 
main  office,  and  rest  assured  tha 
next  June,  if  you  do  not  have  J 
clean  slate,  you  will  not  be  signet 
out. 


By  Susie  Gillis,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

Amczech  is  a  student  run 
company  directed  by  Mr.  Barnor 
and  Junior  Achievement’s  Globe 
Program  here  at  BLS.  The  Globe 
program  is  dedicated  to  global 
learning  of  business  economics  on 
the  high  school  level.  BLS  stu¬ 


dents  involved  in  the  Globe  pro¬ 
gram  have  created  Amczech,  their 
own  business!  The  students  will 
now  run  Amczech  at  an  interna¬ 
tional  level  by  trading  with  their 
partner  school  in  the  Czech  Re¬ 
public.  The  most  popular  section 
of  Amczech  has  to  be  the  sale  of 
stock.  We  are  selling  stock  to  raise 
the  initial  capital  to  get  Amczech 
up  and  running.  After  the  liquida¬ 
tion  in  the  springtime,  we’ll  sort 
our  money  and  return  money  to 
stockholders  accordingly.  Those 
interested  in  purchasing  five  dollar 
shares  of  stock  should  contact 


Charlese  Harris  121,  Quan  Do  1 24 , 
or  Mr.  Barnor  115. 

The  objective  of  The 
Globe  is  to  develop  tomorrow’s 
international  business  leaders  to¬ 
day.  The  Globe  program  pairs  high 
school  students  from  the  US  with 
high  school  students  in  another 
country  to  form  joint  venture  im¬ 
port/export  companies.  This  inter¬ 


national  education  program  fo¬ 
cuses  on  global  business  practices 
and  issues  such  as  exchange  rates, 
trade  agreements,  export  require¬ 
ments,  quotas,  and  tariffs.  We  will 
gain  insight  into  cultural  differ¬ 
ences,  language  barriers,  and  com¬ 
munications.  Amczech  meets  daily 
and  has  branched  off  into  teams 
such  as  Finance,  Marketing,  Pub¬ 
lic  Relations,  Human  Resources, 
and  Production. 

Amczech  consists  of 
twenty  students  with  high  expecta¬ 
tions  for  their  company.  We  look 
forward  to  doing  business  with  you. 


The  students  will  now  run  Amczech  at  an 
international  level  by  trading  with  their 
partner  school  in  the  Czech  Republic. 
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Student 

Council 

Update 


Chinweuba  Uchendu,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

Dear  Student  Body, 

Hi,  My  name  is  Chinweuba 
Uchendu,  and  I  am  here  to  give  you 
a  brief  introduction  to  the  happen¬ 
ings  of  the  Student  Council.  We 
have  established  two  goals  toward 
which  we  have  been  ferviously  work¬ 
ing  The  first  is  the  Multi-Cultural 
Fair,  and  the  second  the  Student 
Council  Scholarship. 

By  popular  request  of  the  Student 
Body,  the  Student  Council  has  fi¬ 
nally  gotten  its  act  together,  and  is  in 
the  proces  of  planning  of  a  Multi 
Cultural  Fair.  Its  first  tentative  date 
is  set  for  May  4,  1996.  Planning  it 
has  been  and  will  continue  to  be  a 
very  difficult  task  but  with  the  help 
of  the  Student  body,  we  hope  to  have 
a  very  successful  fair.  As  everyone 
already  knows,  the  Multi-Cultural 
Fair  is  a  celebration  of  the  diversity 
of  Boston  Latin  School.  Our  goal  is 
to  showcase  a  variety  of  distinct  cul¬ 
tures  at  one  lime,  in  one  place.  In 
order  for  us  to  achieve  this  goal,  we 
ask  for  your  help  by  volunteering  to 
represent  your  culture.  Anything 
from  dances,  to  crafts,  to  art  or  m  usic 
is  accepted.  If  you  are  a  president  or 
a  member  of  a  club  or  an  individual 
who  would  like  to  participate,  please 
contact  me  in  room  115  or  you 
homeroom  rep  or  pick  up  applica¬ 
tions  outside  of  the  PIC  Office.  The 
fair  can  only  be  a  success  if  we  have 
the  participation  of  every  club  and 
every  culture  represented  in  B.L.S. 

Our  second  goal  is  the  Student 
Council  Scholarship,  for  which  we 
ask  each  and  every  student  to  donate 
one  or  two  dollars  to  support  one 
senior  who  has  shown  the  greatest 
achievement  in  one  area,  which  we 
still  have  to  decide.  Please,  we  ask 
for  all  of  you  to  make  generous  do¬ 
nations.  Remember  two  dollars  is  a 
very  little  amount  for  one  student, 
but  two  dollars  multiplied  by  2300 
students  is  4600  dollars  which  can 
mean  a  difference  to  a  senior.  For 
more  information  ask  your 
Homeroom  Rep.  The  collection  for 
the  money  will  hopefully  take  place 
in  Mid-June.  We  ask  all  to  partici¬ 
pate. 

If  you  have  any  other  questions  or 
comments  on  any  issues  which  you 
arc  concerned  about  or  questions  you 
want  to  ask  about  the  Multi-Cultural 
Fair,  please  contact  me  in  H.R.  1 15. 
or  talk  to  your  Homeroom  Rep. 


BLS  Argo,  March  1996 

Senior  Class  Update 


By  Tameka  B.  Moss,  I 
Contributing  Writer 


The  Senior  Class  government  is 
comprised  of  two  divisions:  the  four  Class 
Officers  and  the  Class  Committee  Chairper¬ 
son  and  twelve  Class  Committee  represen¬ 
tatives.  We  all  work  together  to  handle  any 
and  all  issues  that  concern  the  Senior  Class. 
These  issues  are  discussed  during  our  weekly 
after-school  meetings.  Since  we  were  elected 
in  September  of  1995,  we  have  been  in¬ 
volved  in  several  school-related  activities. 

Presently,  our  main  focus  has  been 
raising  enough  money  to  support  Senior 
Class  expenses  such  as  the  Senior  Prom,  the 
Y earbook ,  and  parking  at  graduation  in  J une. 
We  have  created  and  run  the  CD  Raffle, 
which  is  a  raffle  in  which  every  Friday,  one 
lucky  individual  (student,  teacher,  or  par¬ 
ent)  who  has  purchased  a  Si  raffle  ticket 
wins  a  $  15  gift  certificate  to  Tower  Records 
or  Sam  Goody/Musicland.  If  you  haven’t 
purchased  a  raffle  ticket  yet  but  you  still 
want  to,  raffle  tickets  can  be  purchased  from 
Charlese  Harris,  whose  homeroom  is  121. 
There  will  be  at  least  fifteen  more  drawings 


F.H.A.O. 


By  Kristen  Olson,  II 
Staff  Writer 


There’s  a  new  elective  here  at  the 
Latin  School.  It’s  called  Facing  History  and 
Ourselves,  or  F.H.A.O..  Primarily  for  jun¬ 
iors,  this  elective  combines  art,  technology, 
and  propaganda  with  their  uses  in  fascist 
governments,  namely  Nazi  Germany  of  the 
1940’s. 

F.H.A.O.,  taught  by  Mr.  Chris 
Idzik,  has  only  been  here  for  a  little  over  a 
month,  but  some  may  remember  from  Ms. 
Kelley’s  9th  grade  civics  class  that  it  has 
been  incorporated  into  other  history  classes 
in  various  forms.  The  course  focuses  heavily 
on  self  exploration  and  personal  opinion  in 
terms  of  art  and  technology,  and  their  mean¬ 
ings,  uses,  and  functions  in  communities, 
societies,  and  the  world.  Key  questions  that 
will  be  addressed  throughout  the  course  are: 
How  does  technology  influence  how  we 
think  and  act  as  individuals  and  societies? 
What  is  the  impact  of  images  on  society? 
How  has  art  been  impacted  by  technology? 

So  far,  the  class  is  very  worthwhile 
and  insightful.  Each  of  the  12  members  of 
the  class  has  been  assigned  a  country  and 
will  present  this  country’s  history  in  art, 
technology,  and  fascism  in  a  presentation  at 
the  end  of  the  course.  If  any  upper-classmen 
are  interested  in  the  course  and  have  R-l  on 
Mondays  free,  please  see  Mr.  Gwiazda  or 
Mr.  Idzik  in  31 1  as  soon  as  possible!  There 
is  still  room  and  we’re  looking  forward  to 
having  new  students  in  our  class. 


before  the  end  of  the  school  year,  and  each 
winning  ticket  is  put  back  into  the  pot  for 
future  drawings!!!  Don’t  let  this  opportu¬ 
nity  pass  you  by. 

Other  fundraising  activities  that  we 
have  been  involved  in  include  the  selling  of 
World’s  Finest  Chocolate  Bars  and  S 1 5  Wol  f 
Pack/Boston  Latin  School  Spirit  baseball 
caps  that  are  professionally  designed  and 
manufactured.  The  most  recent  fund-raiser 
could  be  the  most  interesting  and  profitable 
if  we  get  support  from  the  entire  student 
body.  Compaq  Computer  Corporation  has 
asked  that  any  student  or  teacher  who  is 
fluent  in  either  French,  Spanish  or  German 
to  call  a  telephone  number,  follow  the 
prompts,  and  read  off  a  short  list  in  the 
foreign  language.  For  each  call  that  you 
make  S10  will  be  donated  to  the  Senior 
Class  for  the  prom  and  commencement.  If 
you  are  interested  in  helping  the  Senior 
Class,  please  see  me,  Tameka  Moss,  in 
homeroom  1 17  or  Ms.  Chui,  the  PIC  coun- 
selor,inroom  133.  She  or  I  will  give  you  the 
appropriate  information. 

While  applying  to  colleges  and j  ug- 
gling  school  and  work,  the  officers  and 


representatives  have  participated  in  and  at¬ 
tended  several  school-related  functions.  We 
served  as  advisors  and  tour  guides  for  the 
teachers  and  members  of  the  Accreditation 
Team  when  they  visited  us.  We’ve  been  to 
Alumni  dinners  and  ceremonies  to  represent 
Boston  Latin  School.  We  also  volunteered 
our  time  to  help  Alumni  during  the  annual 
Phone-a-Thon,  where  money  was  raised  for 
the  students. 

In  the  future,  hopefully  in  March, 
we  plan  to  host  a  dance  that  will  help  raise 
money  and  give  every  BLS  student  the 
chance  to  have  fun  and  let  loose  (because 
believe  me,  Seniors  know  how  to  party!!!). 
We  will  also  be  taking  active  roles  in  the 
Muticultural  Fair  Committee  in  conjunction 
with  the  Student  Council,  as  well  as  being 
productive  students  and  active  members  of 
other  organizations  and  clubs. 

Please  keep  a  look-out  for  future 
fund-raisers  such  as  “Senior  Hat  Day”  later 
in  the  year.  We  need  the  support  of  the  entire 
student  body  to  raise  the  much  needed  funds. 

Until  the  next  update... 


Boston  Latin 
Welcomes  Our 
Exchange 
Students  From 
Pelizaeus- 
Gymnaasium 
Paderborn! 


Chinese  Arts  &  Crafts 


By  Rossana  Lau,  III 
Editorial  Board  Associate 


The  Chinese  Arts  and  Crafts  Club, 
also  known  as  CAC,  has  been  quite  busy  the 
past  five  months.  In  case  you  have  not  heard 
of  us,  we  are  students  who  are  interested  in 
Chinese  arts  and  in  having  fun!  We  meet 
every  third  Tuesday  (we  usually  pass  out 
notices  beforehand)  in  room  234.  We  have 
sessions  on  caligraphy  and  Chinese  paint¬ 
ings.  We  also  make  crafts  using  a  variety  of 


materials,  such  as  ribbons,  papers,  and  even 
cloth.  We  had  our  first  field  trip  on  Decem¬ 
ber  first  to  the  Salem  Essex  Museum.  The 
majority  of  the  students  had  a  great  deal  of 
fun.  “The  trip  was  cool,”  said  Wai  Yin 
Cheng.  “The  bus  ride  was  great,”  remarked 
Chien  Chen.  We  had  the  good  fortune  of 
having  an  entertaining  guide  who  was  quite 
interesting. 

In  the  coming  month,  we  arc  plan¬ 
ning  a  martial  arts  workshop.  The  president 
of  the  club  and  I  have  been  speaking  to  the 


masters  and  learning  a  few  moves  ourselves. 
We  are  hoping  that  this  will  be  a  blast  for 
everyone  who  will  be  attending  the  work¬ 
shop.  After  the  workshop,  there  will  be 
another  field  trip.  I  cannot  say  any  more 
about  this  field  trip  because  the  members 
should  know  about  it  first.  If  you  wish  to 
leam  more  about  the  club  or  have  any  ques¬ 
tions,  please  feel  free  to  ask  Jenny  Chen  in 
room  102  or  me,  Rossana  Lau,  in  my 
homeroom,  228. 
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Memoir  of  Mountain  School 


By  Shauna  Daly,  II 
Staff  Writer 


I  was  told  by  everyone  after  they 
read  my  last  letter  that  it  was  one  of  the  most 
gruesome  things  they  had  ever  read,  so  I’ll 
try  to  be  a  little  less  graphic  in  this  one. 

It  had  been  snowing  here  for  a  long 
time  towards  the  end  of  November,  and  it’s 
a  great  place  to  go  cross  country  skiing.  The 
day  before  Thanksgiving  a  group  went  out 


skiing,  but  there  was  an  accident.  One  of  the 
students  fell  onto  his  ski,  the  tip  going  into 
his  eye.  At  first  it  seemed  like  the  faculty 
was  overreacting  (my  science  teacher  is  a  bit 
over-zealous  about  first  aid).  But  later  that 
night  they  told  us  that  Scott  was  in  the 
hospital  and  that  the  ski  had  a  broken  bone, 
which  had  punctured  his  retina.  Then  they 
told  us  there  was  a  lot  of  swelling  and  that 
they  really  weren’t  sure  what  was  going  on 
with  his  eye.  Eventually  (about  a  week  later) 
the  truth  came  out-when  the  tip  entered,  it 
bent  the  artery  to  his  eye,  culling  off  the 
blood  supply  and  killing  his  eye  immedi¬ 
ately.  He’s  blind  in  his  right  eye  and  wears 
a  patch  now.  I  couldn’t  imagine  handling 
this  tragedy  without  the  support  system  we 
had  formed  in  our  three  months  together.  It 
was  incredible.  It  was  especially  hard  deal¬ 
ing  with  this  tragedy  because  it  was  the  day 
before  Thanksgiving-when  we  would  all  be 
with  our  families  and  preparing  to  go  home. 
Valerie  Towe  came  up  with  my  family  to 
join  150  other  people  for  a  great  meal.  Our 
turkeys  were  so  big  that  we  only  needed  five 
to  feed  everyone  there  (I  have  to  bring 
turkeys  into  all  my  letters).  I  came  home  for 
Thanksgiving  weekend  with  my  roommate, 
Cindy,  who’s  from  Seattle.  NO,  SHE  DOES 
NOT  LIKE  GRUNGE  MUSIC.  However, 
she  does  live  near  Kurt  Cobain’s  house,  as 
well  as  Bill  Gates’  (by  the  way,  the  director 
of  the  school  used  to  leach  Gates  at  Cindy’s 
school;  he  sent  her  a  copy  of  his  new  book 
along  with  a  letter  saying  that  she  was  his 
favorite  teacher  ever.  Another  interesting 
bit ofTMS  trivia  is  that  the“I-lcarncd-it-by- 
watching-you”  kid  from  the  don’t  do  drugs 
commercial  went  to  TMS  in  Spring  1990). 

The  week  we  got  back  we  had  a 
multi -cultural  dinner.  We  had  Korean,  Japa¬ 
nese,  Jewish,  Italian,  Mexican,  Scottish, 
Middle  Eastern,  and  Thai  dishes,  as  well  as 
others.  I  made  flan,  which  is  baked  custard 
with  caramel.  Being  the  intelligent  person  I 
put  my  finger  in  the  caramel  (which  retains 
heat  extremely  well)  and  got  a  second  de¬ 
gree  burn.  Writing  this  three  weeks  later,  it 
is  still  white  and  bubbly.  I  got  the  martyr 
award  for  the  night.  The  next  week  was 
finals  (aaaah! ! !).  We  got  tons  of  time  off,  but 
studying  never  quite  worked  out.  My  sci¬ 
ence  final  was  a  half  hour  talking  with  my 
teacher  about  a  site  I  had  picked  on  campus 
(the  origin  of  the  universe,  plate  tectonics 
forming  the  Green  Mountains,  glaciation 


forming  the  fence  my  site  was  in,  the  evolu¬ 
tion  of  white  pines  and  why  they  were  in 
particular  places,  the  animals  in  my  site, 
proof  they  were  there,  and  why  those  spe¬ 
cies  and  not  others  were  there).  It  was  a  cool 
course,  and  I  liked  how  the  final  brought  so 
many  different  areasof  science  together,  but 
it  was  really  cold  being  outside  for  more 
than  an  hour  in  a  foot  and  a  half  of  snow !  My 
French  final  was  a  two-hour  exam,  includ¬ 
ing  a  one-page  essay.  Math  was  also  a  two- 


hour  exam.  US.  History  was  another  half- 
hour  oral  on  the  causes  of  the  Civil  War  (no, 
not  just  slavery;  things  like  the  settlers  in 
Plymouth  came  for  religious  freedom  and  in 
groups,  whereas  the  settlers  in  Jamestown 
came  alone  to  make  money  from  tobacco).  I 
bombed  it.  I  tried  to  avoid  Fletch  for  two 
days  (which  was  hard  considering  that  he’s 
my  dorm  head),  but  he  and  I  had  a  conversa¬ 
tion,  where  he  told  me  that  it  was  just  an 
exam,  and  that  I  should  stop  thinking  about 
it  because  it  was  an  “aberration”  (that  was 
his  way  of  telling  me  I  bombed),  and  it 
wouldn’t  have  a  huge  impact  on  my  grade 
because  it  wasn  ’  t  representative  of  m  y  work 
all  semester.  I  was  really  glad  we  had  the 
conversation  because  the  relationships  with 
teachers  here  are  so  important.  My  English 
final  was  a  five-to-  seven-  page  essay  on 
“How  do  we  function  in  a  community,  and 
who  is  the  we?”  using  references  from  the 
readings  we  had  done  all  semester  (Self- 
Reliance,  The  Stranger,  Autobiography  of 
an  Ex-Colored  Man,  Ceremony,  and  oth¬ 
ers).  It  was  due  at  noon  on  Sunday,  and  I 
woke  up  at  five  to  start.  By  about  9:30,  I 
know  what  I  wanted  to  say,  and  I  had  written 
about  3  pages  when  I  closed  my  file  without 
saving  it.  There  was  a  mad  rush  for  the  next 
two  and  a  half  hours,  but  I  pulled  it  off.  It  was 
well  worth  it.  I  got  an  A  on  the  paper,  along 
w  i  th  the  coolest  comment  I  ’  ve  ever  received 
from  a  teacher  on  an  assignment  (“Wow! 
Just  brilliant,  Shauna.  You  bring  your  refer¬ 
ences  in  so  eloquently,  and  that  eloquence  is 
you.  You’re  an  excellent  writer.  Have  you 
considered  teaching,  if  just  for  a  little 
while?”).  I  was  giddy  for  the  next  two  days. 

The  last  week  was  hard.  We  all 
realized  that  it  was  our  last  time  together, 
and  we  really  wanted  to  take  advantage  of  it 
and  make  it  really  romantic  and  stuff,  mak¬ 
ing  up  for  what  we  should  have  been  doing 
in  the  three  and  a  half  months  before.  It 
worked  to  some  extent,  although  I  still  don’t 
think  I  got  to  know  everyone  as  well  as  I 
would  have  liked.  The  night  before  we  left 
we  had  a  Quaker  meeting.  In  Quakers  meet¬ 
ing  we  all  sit  in  a  circle,  with  candles  lit  all 
round,  and  say  what  we  feel  (the  Quakers 
believe  it  is  God  talking  through  us);  that  is, 
it  is  not  a  conversation,  but  a  series  of 
statements.  We  spoke  about  our  fears  about 
going  back,  how  much  we  loved  each  other, 
or  how  we  had  changed.  The  meeting  had  to 
end  at  nine,  but  none  of  us  were  in  the  mood 


to  party,  so  we  stayed  in  the  candle-lit  room, 
held  each  other,  talked  softly,  told  specific 
people  how  much  they  had  meant  to  us,  ate 
Ben  &  Jerry ’s,  and  just  cried  a  lot.  We  stayed 
in  there  until  midnight,  when  we  all  had  to 
go  back  to  our  dorms.  In  my  dorm  we  sat 
around,  singing  along  while  people  played 
guitar.  There  were  certain  songs  that  we 
played  just  to  play  on  our  own  emotions,  1  ike 
“500  Miles”  (not  by  the  Pretenders,  by  Pe¬ 
ter,  Paul  and  Mary,  and  the  name  says  it  all), 
“Hold  On”  (by  Sarah  MacLachlan,  with  the 
line  “hold  on,  hold  on  to  yourself,  ‘cause  this 
is  gonna  hurt  like  hell”),  and  “Dead  Man’s 
Hill”  (by  the  Indigo  Girls,  with  the  line 
“don’t  you  write  it  down,  remember  this  in 
your  head,  don’t  take  a  picture,  remember 
this  in  your  heart,  don’t  leave  a  message, 
talk  to  me  face  to  face”).  W ewanted  to  be 
miserable. 

The  final  day  should  have  been  the 
worst,  but  I  had  been  so  emotionally  drained 
the  night  before,  that  I  didn’t  have  much  left 
to  give.  The  closing  ceremony  was  every¬ 
one  putting  something  in  a  time  capsule  to 
be  opened  on  our  tenth  reunion.  I  put  in  the 
first  hat  I  knit  (because  my  friends  there 
taught  me  how  to  knit),  and  my  journal  and 
final  English  paper  (because  I  wanted  to 
remember  how  much  I  had  realized  about 
myself  and  the  feelings  and  sense  of  com¬ 
munity  I  had  there).  A  lot  of  people  put  in 
letters  to  themselves,  and  others  pul  in  things 
that  only  they  understood.  Scott  put  in  his 
patch  because  he  said  he  felt  comfortable 
enough  with  us  that  he  didn’t  need  a  patch. 
Fletch  put  in  Oberto  Microwaveable  Pork 
Rinds  (that’s  Cindy’s  meat  company),  be¬ 
cause  he  said  he  was  pretty  sure  they’d  still 
be  good  in  ten  years.  After  the  ceremony,  we 
all  stood  around  and  hugged,  saying  our  last 
good-byes,andcryingalot.  Everyone  cried. 


with  the  exception  of  one  person,  who  hap¬ 
pened  to  be  the  only  student  there  that  I 
didn’t  like.  For  the  first  time,  I  didn’t  see 
men  crying  as  a  weakness.  Even  the  “tough 
guys”  were  crying,  and  it  seemed  totally 
natural,  and  I  felt  totally  comfortable  com¬ 
forting  them  by  embracing  them,  which  I 
can  never  imagine  at  BLS.  We’re  so  caught 
up  here  in  the  way  people  perceive  us  that 
we  would  never  be  able  to  show  ourselves  as 
vulnerable. 

When  we  left  that  day  we  cried 
because  we  thought  we  would  never  be 
together  again.  But  on  New  Year’s  Eve  I  got 
a  call  saying  there  would  be  a  party.  There 
were  thirteen  other  Mountain  School  people 
there.  People  came  from  Maine,  New  York, 
and  Connecticut  just  to  hang  out  with  us  in 
Boston  for  a  few  days.  And  when  we  left  we 
didn’t  cry  because  then  we  knew  that  while 
we  knew  that  it  would  never  be  the  way  it 


was  again,  we  had  made  some  great  friends 
who  would  stay  with  us  forever  (which  is 
especially  handy  for  college  trips,  because 
when  I  visit  Columbia  or  Georgetown  or 
Berkeley,  I  can  see  my  friends  and  I  don’t 
have  to  pay  for  hotels). 

I  am  home  from  the  Mountain 
School  now.  I  know  I  can  never  change  BLS 
to  be  the  utopia  that  I  found  there,  but 
Vershire  wasn't  reality.  People  were  so  ac¬ 
cepting  and  nice,  and  they  always  told  us 
that  success  scholastically  and  financially 
doesn’t  define  success  as  a  human  being, 
which  society  continuously  tells  us  isn  ’  t  true 
in  the  real  world. 

I  missed  a  lot  of  things.  I  missed 
my  friends.  I  missed  stores.  I  missed  con¬ 
certs.  I  missed  the  news.  I  practically  slept 
through  some  of  the  defining  events  of  our 
lime  -  the  O.J.  verdict,  Yitzak  Rabin’s  assas¬ 
sination,  the  Million  Man  March.  To  me 
they  were  five  second  blips  mentioned  at 
morning  meeting,  but  to  you  they  were  ma¬ 
jor  media  events.  People  died,  restaurants 
burned,  my  friends  started  going  out  with 
each  other.  It’s  all  so  strange  to  imagine 
people  living  their  lives  without  me  there. 
Now  I  have  to  catch  up  on  four  months  of  life 
and  school  routine  that  everyone  else  is  used 
toby  now.  I  have  to  learn  Latin  again  and  get 
used  to  a  high  stress  environment. 

It’s  always  been  so  hard  readjust¬ 
ing.  There  are  so  many  little  things  that  I 
don’t  know  -  like  my  English  papers  always 
have  to  be  double  spaced,  and  where  the 
club  I  was  an  officer  in  last  year  meets,  and 
whom  my  clique  has  deemed  uncool  and 
therefore  I  shouldn’t  talk  to  anymore.  Deal¬ 
ing  with  my  friends  has  been  the  hardest  part 
-  I’ve  definitely  drifted  away  from  a  lot  of 
them.  Sometimes  I  feel  totally  alone  and  that 
I  left  all  my  friends  behind  in  Vershire.  I 


even  went  through  slight  depression  - 1  dealt 
by  sleeping  twelve  hours  a  day.  But  now  I 
think  I’m  bouncing  back  a  little.  I’ve  started 
to  get  involved  in  clubs  again,  and  my  week¬ 
ends  are  too  social  -  I  never  get  Ms. 
Middleton’s  papers  in  on  time.  I’ve  had 
some  great  limes  with  TMS  people  since  we 
left  -  we  had  a  party  at  the  President  of 
Yale’s  house  last  weekend  (it’s  a  long  story, 
but  he  has  a  very  nice  house  with  servants). 
I’ve  also  turned  into  a  total  aristocrat  since  I 
left  BLS  in  June.  After  spending  the  summer 
(City  School)  and  the  fall  (Mountain  School) 
with  really  rich  kids,  I  find  myself  looking 
down  on  people  who  don’t  own  Ford  Rang¬ 
ers  and  go  to  expensive  private  schools  and 
have  to  work  over  the  summer. 

Hopefully  it  will  all  work  out  in  the 
end  -  but  at  least  if  I  end  up  getting  commit¬ 
ted  I  can  tell  the  doctors  that  the  foliage  was 
great. 
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Information  Leaked  from  BLS 


By  Okiemute  Emuoyibo,  II 
Staff  Writer 


Boston  Latin  School  was  built  on 
the  ethics  and  values  of  the  classical  world. 
Hard  work  and  diligence 
were  tools  needed  to  sur¬ 
vive  in  the  society  that  is 
Schola  Bostona  Latina.  It 
has  come  to  my  attention 
that  the  school  adminis¬ 
tration  has  decided,  with¬ 
out  noli  fy  ing  the  students, 
to  return  our  school  to  the 
pristine  state  in  which  it 
began.  They  needed  to  do 
this  in  a  way  which  would 
be  inconspicuous  to  visi¬ 
tors.  For  this  reason,  they 
have  decided  to  penalize 
us  in  the  place  it  hurts 
most. 

Decadence  is  not 
a  virtue.  To  create  a 
revergence  of  the  Spartan 
lifestyle,  our  school  ad¬ 
ministration  haschosento 
relieve  us  of  the  worry  of 


toilet  paper.  In  the  mens’  room,  the  rolls 
were  once  chained  to  the  bars  connecting  the 
stalls.  Now  they  are  gone.  This  is  fine.  I  am 
sure  our  pioneer  forefathers  did  not  have  the 
luxury  of  toilet  paper  (one-ply  or  two). 


Leaves  were  most  commonly  used. 

Of  course,  now  there  is  no  place  to 
chain  the  toillet  paper.  It  was  nothing  to 
have  a  few  missing  doors  (easy  access).  But 
now,  in  at  least  one  bathroom,  there  are 


neither  doors,  nor  stalls.  I  do  not  quite 
understand  what  is  being  achieved  by  this.  I 
suppose  they  want  us  to  feel  closer  together 
in  the  wake  of  such  monumental  change. 
People  are  definitely  more  open  to  affection 
when  they  are  vulner¬ 
able,  and  there  is  abso¬ 
lutely  nowhere  left  to 
hide  in  the  mens’  room 
opposite  from  135.  It  is 
much  harder  to  retain 
emotional  defenses 
when  you  can  see  the 
sports  article  that  your 
toilet  neighbor  is  read¬ 
ing. 

But  not  to 
worry.  Soon  there  will 
be  no  stalls  in  any  of  the 
bathrooms.  We  will  be 
a  happy  family.  With¬ 
out  toilet  paper.  But 
with  lots  of  graffitti. 

I  wonder 
where  we  will  put  the 
graffitti  without  the 
stalls. 


Sarah  Bairstow,  II,  Staff  Artist 


The  State  of  the  School  Address 


By  Michael  Tumposky,  II 
Staff  Writer 


I  would  like  to  take  this  moment  to 
comment  on  some  of  the  things  that  bother 
me  about  Latin  School.  The  first  thing  I’d 
like  to  comment  on  is  the  bathrooms,  in 
particular  the 
boys’  bathroom 
across  from  134. 

Now,  correct  me 
if  I’m  wrong,  but 
most  people  do 
not  want  to  be 
able  to  “look  to 
your  right,  look 
to  your  left,  and 
try  to  help  both 
of  those  people 
attain  the  same 
goals  as  you  wish 
to  achieve”  when 
going  to  the  bath¬ 
room.  Well 
folks,  guess 
what.  Here  at 
Latin  school  you 
can  do  just  that.  All  you  have  to  do  is  use  the 
aforementioned  bathroom.  (Hopefully  no 
girls  are  nodding  their  head  in  agreement  at 
this  time.)  Not  only  do  the  toilets  in  this 
bathroom  have  no  doors,  but  they  have  no 
walls  cither!  A  person  can  step  on  one  toilet 
and  leap  to  another  in  a  single  bound,  without 


being  impeded  by  those  weird  metal  barriers 
that  some  bathrooms  have.  (I  think  I  saw 
them  once  in  a  movie  or  something.)  If  the 
school  is  a  little  short  on  money,  perhaps 
they  should  press  for  the  early  retirement  of 
some  of  the  teachers  who  crossed  the  Rubicon 
with  Caesar.  In  addition,  I  think  the  school 

should  divert 
money  from  the 
Parent  Newslet¬ 
ter,  which  every¬ 
one  just  leaves  on 
their  homeroom 
desk,  and  buy 
some,  oh  I  don’t 
know,  toilet  pa¬ 
per  for  the  newly 
refurbished  bath¬ 
rooms.  There  is 
no  feeling  more 
joyous  than  go¬ 
ing  to  the  bath¬ 
room  in  a  stall 
with  no  walls, 
and  realizing,  too 
late,  that  there  is 
notoiletpaperei- 

Now  my  question  to  you  is  this: 
what  is  the  purpose  of  the  school  keeping 
this  bathroom  open  if  they  are  going  to 
invest  so  little  interest  in  it?  That  brings  me 
to  my  next  point.  Perhaps  the  administra¬ 
tion  is  looking  to  avoid  a  conflict  between 


students  and  teachers.  Now,  even  the  head¬ 
master  knows  that  there  are  some  people 
who  don’t  use  the  toilets  for  “intestinal 
purposes.”  They  use  them  to  smoke.  I 
personally  do  not  hold  this  against  them. 
My  feeling  is  that  if  the  teachers  can  break  a 
state  law  (it  is  against  the  law  to  smoke  in 
any  public  school 
in  the  state)  with¬ 
out  anyone  even 
blinking  an  eye 
(see:  teacher’s 
room  near  219), 
why  can’t  the  stu¬ 
dents?  Some 
teachers  might 
argue  that  they 
don’t  have  to 
abide  by  slate  law 
because  after  all, 
it’s  not  as  if  they 
actually  live  in 
the  state  or  any¬ 
thing.  (Umm, 
wait  a  second.)  I 
think,  however, 
that  if  the  school 
does  plan  to  crack  down  on  the  smoking  in 
the  bathroom  (and  I  hear  from  unnamed 
sources  that  they  are),  then  they  had  better 
do  something  about  teachers  smoking  also. 

My  third  problem  is  the  manner  in 
which  students  are  taught.  The  method 
preferred  by  3  out  of4  Latin  School  teachers 


is  “me  speak,  you  listen.”  Now,  I  know  that 
BLS  is  supposed  to  be  a  school  of  the  clas¬ 
sics  (as  represented  by  the  artifacts  posing  as 
computers  in  307),  but  come  on!  Let’s 
vacuum  the  dust  off  the  school’s  policies 
and  start  doing  some  motivational  teaching. 
According  to  another  unnamed  source,  a 

teacher  recently 
applied  for  a  posi¬ 
tion  here  and  was 
told,  politely,  that 
“your  teaching 
methods  are  too 
liberal  for  this 
school.”  Transla¬ 
tion:  “You  might 
make  our  students 
think,  instead  of 
just  the  usual 
quoting  and 
memorizing.” 

Some 
people  after  read- 
ingthisarticlewill 
probably  want  to 
kill  me;  others,  of 
the  more  rational 
persuasion,  might  say  that  I  am  angry  at  the 
school.  This  is  not  true,  however.  I  merely 
feel  that  I  need  to  express  a  few  of  my 
dissatisfactions  with  BLS.  Hopefully  the 
administration  will  take  some  of  these  sug¬ 
gestions  to  heart. 


ther. 
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New  Law  Should  Go  Up 

in  Smoke 


The  Smoke’s  All  Clear 
(on  the  second  floor) 
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By  Meredith  McDonough,  III 
Staff  Writer 

Maybe  three  weeks  ago  when  you 
walked  through  the  corridor  on  the  second 
floor  between  236  and  219  you  smelled  a 
little  smoke.  Perhaps,  depending  on  what 
period  it  was  and  who  had  a  free  period,  there 
was  a  wall  of  smoke.  In  any  event,  there  was 
more  than  likely  a  bit  of  that  dreaded  second- 


your  house  and  find  it  hard  to  breathe?  I 
doubt  it. 

The  fact  that  the  faculty  at  this 
school,  the  elite  Boston  Latin  School,  are 
monitored  by  the  higher-ups  on  their  habits 
is  humiliating,  and  it  shouldn’t  be.  After 
speaking  to  a  few  teachers  (and  the  head¬ 
master  himself)  it  appears  that  few  people 
even  think  that  smoking  should  be  legal. 
These  people,  of  course,  are  the  same  people 
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Sarah  Bairstow,  II,  Staff  Artist 

hand  smoke.  That,  my  fellow  students,  will 
never  be  the  case  again. 

Although  1  find  it  hard  to  believe 
that  such  an  insignificant  amount  of  smoke 
could  do  any  serious  damage  to  your  health, 
I  can  understand  where  people  with  severe 
asthma  or  the  like  would  have  trouble,  but  I 
have  one  question  for  people  who  suffer  so 
much  from  this  small  dosage  of  second-hand 
smoke:  How  much  time  do  you  spend  out¬ 
side?  This  is  a  city;  in  the  city  there  arc  buses, 
cars,  trains,  and  just  plain,  all-out  smog.  Do 
you  anti-smoking  asthmatics  actually  leave 


By  Rachel  Holland-Burkhardl,  VI 
Staff  Writer 

I’m  in  Reading.  Someone  smells 
smoke.  They  comment.  Someone  else 
makes  a  joke  about 
it.  We  get  back  to 
work. 

This  has 
happened  several 
times.  The  first 
thing  I  think  of  is, 

“Hey,  maybe 
there’s  a  Are!”  Sec¬ 
ond  thing,  “Maybe 
someone’s  smok¬ 
ing.”  Where  is  it 
coming  from?  The 
teacher’s  lounge. 

As  you 
might  know,  there 
are  several  teacher’s 
loungesinthebuild-  Dorothy  Howard,  II 
ing.  One  of  these  rooms  on  the  second  floor 
seems  to  be  where  teachers  will  go  to  smoke. 
You  might  pass  by  it  and  smell  smoke,  so 


that  really  doesn’t  leave  many  options. 

This  happens  to  be  illegal.  It’s 
illegal  to  smoke  in  any  public  building,  and 
this  includes  schools.  BLS  isn’t  an  excep¬ 
tion.  It’s  illegal  because  it  is  unhealthy. 

Second-hand 
smoke  is  definitely 
not  healthy.  Also, 
it  is  setting  a  hor¬ 
rible  example  for 
the  students  here. 
Yet,  even  though 
it  is  illegal  and  ter¬ 
ribly  unhealthy,  no 
one  seems  to  be 
doing  anything 
about  it.  People 
will  complain,  but 
do  not  take  any 
action.  No  one  is 
doing  anything 
„  ,,  A  .  very  significant 

tat  rtist  about  this  smoking 

in  the  teacher’s  lounge.  No  one  has  gotten 
into  trouble  for  doing  this  illegal  action. 
Why? 


that  leave  their  houses  in  spite  of  the  inclem¬ 
ent  conditions  caused  by  the  depleted  ozone 
layer.  But  what  is  my  humble  opinion  on 
such  a  critical  issue?  I  find  it  hard  to  believe 
that  so  few  people  think  that  teachers  (not  to 
mention  students)  have  rights,  and  that  smok¬ 
ing  is  neither  a  violation  of  anybody’s  civil 
rights,  nor  should  you  be  shunned  for  engag¬ 
ing  in  it  if  you  so  choose. 

Here  is  just  one  more  thought  on 
the  whole  issue:  What  would  happen  if 
teachers  started  to  bring  flasks  full  of  J ameson 
to  the  teacher’s  lounge? 


OKE  FREE 
SCHOOLS 


GENt  f 

CHAD 
SEC  T 


MOST  TEEN  SMOKERS 


BELIEVE  THEY  CAN  QUIT  BUT  AFTER 

SIX  YEARS 

75%  STILL  SMOKE* 


*it’s  not  like  they’re  addicted  or  anything. 
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BLSArgo,  March  1996 

Letters  to  the  Editor 


I  would  like  to  alert  your  readers  to  an  astonishing 
discovery.  After  centuries  of  searching  everywhere,  we  need  to  tell 
Diogenes  that  an  honest  man  has  been  found.  His  name  is  Gary  and 
he  is  in  my  Class  IV  Honors  Math  class. 

Gary  is  very  quiet.  He  doesn’t  say  much  and  is  quite 
serious  about  his  work.  He  camouflages  well  his  true  character  and 
blends  in  with  hisclassmatcs  who  are  always  engaged  in  competing 
for  extra  points,  even  on  homework.  Gary  confronted  me  when  he 
received  his  first  term  report  card.  He  asked  me  if  I  had  made  a 
mistake  with  his  grade.  I  was  surprised  at  first,  not  at  the  fact  that 
I  had  made  another  mistake  as  I  often  do  when  I’m  in  a  rush,  but 
rather,  my  initial  impression  was  that  Gary  wanted  to  ‘squeeze’  a 
higher  grade.  After  I  checked  my  grade  book,  I  discovered  that 
indeed  I  had  “bubbled  in”  a  B-  instead  of  a  B+.  1  made  the  correction 
and  I  heard  nothing  more  about  it. 

Oddly  enough,  when  the  second  report  card  came  out, 
Gary  again  approached  me  about  his  grade.  This  time  he  did  so  in 
front  of  hal  f  the  class  at  the  end  of  the  period.  In  a  voice  loud  enough 
to  be  heard  by  all,  Gary  claimed  that  I  had  made  another  mistake. 
This  immediately  gained  the  attention  of  several  students.  Perhaps 
they  had  hopes  that  if  his  grade  could  be  changed,  there  would  be 
room  to  argue  their  cases.  Their  hopes  quickly  vanished  when  Gary 
asserted  that  he  did  not  deserve  an  A  and  asked  if  I  would  change 
the  grade  to  what  he  deserved,  a  B.  His  request  froze  all  of  us  in  our 
places  with  utter  disbelief. 

It  took  me  a  few  days  to  thaw  out  and  to  think  about  what 
Gary  had  done.  I  wondered  what  would  cause  a  person  to  be  so 
honest.  1  f  we  were  to  exchange  places ,  would  I  have  done  the  same? 

I  accept  that  we  live,  work  and  study  here  at  BLS  in  a  very 
competitive  environment.  The  pursuit  for  excellence  always  chal- 

******** 

In  the  December  issue  of  the  Argo,  there  were  two  articles 
on  AIDS.  Unfortunately,  both  articles  contained  very  bad  advice. 
The  one  gave  phone  numbers  for  “hotlines.”  But  calling  these 
numbers  is  often  the  worst  possible  thing  to  do.  These  numbers  are 
like  the  sirens  of  Mythology  who  lured  sailors  to  their  deaths. 
Students  would  be  better  off  with  no  advice  at  all. 

The  other  article  mentioned  so-called  “safe-sex.”  This 
advice  is  a  great  lie  and  fraud,  perpetrated  on  young  people  by  evil 
organizations  that  make  huge  profits  on  the  conduct  they  encour¬ 
age. 

Young  people  now  can  help  themselves  and  their  country 
only  by  living  clean  lives  of  purity,  self-control,  and  discipline. 
They  must  pray,  and  turn  their  thoughts  away  from  the  people, 
places,  and  ideas  that  can  lead  to  their  personal  destruction  and 
ruin. 


Mr.  O’Malley,  Teacher 


lenges  us  to  be  our  best.  However,  it  also  presents  us  with  ethical 
issues  that  require  us  to  make  choices  every  moment  of  every  day. 
Being  honest  is  only  one  of  them.  Cheating  by  the  best  students  in 
the  most  prestigious  high  schools  is  again  in  the  TV  news  this  week. 
Copying  homework  and  exchanging  test  questions  are  thought  of 
as  “no  big  deal.”  The  temptation  is  there  when  a  grade  swings  in  the 
balance  on  a  test.  This  is  sometimes  exacerbated  when  the  teacher 
leaves  the  room  and  puts  the  class  on  their  honor.  The  pressure  is 
great  and  the  temptation  is  strong.  Attitudes  toward  cheating 
convey  the  feelings  that  others  are  doing  it  and  the  risks  of  getting 
caught  are  small.  Continued  cheating  leads  to  deception.  What  used 
to  be  so  clearly  black  and  white  is  now  gray  and  that  is  alarming. 

Stealing,  littering,  and  writing  graffiti  are  all  other  actions 
with  the  same  modus  operandi:  “It’s  no  big  deal  to  do  it.”  The  object 
is  not  to  get  caught.  As  long  as  no  one  sees  you  doing  it,  then  no  one 
can  blame  you,  charge  you  or  fault  you.  But  then  again,  do  you  see 
yourself  or  has  it  gone  gray  for  you? 

Gary ’s  action  is  a  call  to  honor.  We  are  all  called  to  honor. 
Simply  put,  it  is  a  call  to  do  the  right  thing.  Perhaps  in  the  matter  of 
honesty  there  is  only  one  question  that  we  need  to  answer:  Docs  it 
matter  to  me?  Does  it  make  a  difference  in  my  life  that  I  make  the 
right  choice  because  it  is  the  right  thing  to  do?  When  the  diplomas 
are  awarded  and  the  final  ranks  are  tallied,  what  will  they  measure? 
At  graduation  will  you  be  able  to  celebrate  with  a  deep  sense  of 
pride  the  person  you  have  become,  because  you  chose  to  answer  the 
call  to  honor? 

Mr.  LaCroix, 

Mathematics  Department 

*  *  *  *  *  * 

Hi  Students  of  Boston  Latin, 

Thank  you  so  much  for  letting  us  into  your  school  and  into  youi 
minds.  It’s  so  very  difficult  to  coverall  the  angles  of  such  a  complex 
issue  as  affirmative  action  and  set  asides. 

The  best  idea  seemed  to  be  to  let  you  folks  explain  what’s  going  or 
in  your  school. 

We  can  only  hope  that  the  end  result  of  this  whole  matter  is  that  the 
school  system  and  all  those  involved  with  making  decisions  thai 
affect  the  futures  of  young  people  will  think  about  education  a.' 
more  than  just  business  as  usual. 

Sincerely, 

Alison  Stewart 

MTV  News 


Go  Home,  Not  Homeroom 


By  Meredith  McDonough,  III 
Staff  Writer 


Finally,  it’s  last  period.  Finally, 
you  can  leave  all  the  tests  and  pesky  hall 
monitors  behind  and  grab  your  coat  and  go 
home  -  wrong.  You  have  to  head  back  up¬ 
stairs,  downstairs,  from  the  gym  or  any¬ 
where  else  you  may  find  yourself  at  1 :55  to 
that  same  place  you  were  at  almost  exactly 
six  hours  ago  -  homeroom. 

That’s  right.cvcn  though  they  look 
attendance  at  almost  every  point  of  your  day 
(including  seventh  period),  you  have  to  re¬ 
port  back  to  homeroom  so  that  your  gracious 
homeroom  teacher  can  take  the  roll  again. 
Except. . .  you’re  late.  And  we  all  know  what 
that  means:  a  big  huge  misdemeanor.  Just 
the  way  I  want  to  end  a  vigorous  day  of 
grinding  academics. 

I’m  not  saying  that  the  sixies  don’t 
need  an  extra  minute  or  two,  that  the  school 
isn’t  technically  responsible  for  your  well¬ 
being  until  2:00  PM.  My  major  problem 
with  die  whole  situation  is  that  returning  to 
homeroom  doesn’t  make  getting  out  of 
school  any  less  difficult  or  chaotic  and  it’s 
generally  a  hassle  to  make  it  back  to 
homeroom  on  lime. 


And  ironically  enough,  everybody 
I  asked  (even  the  headmaster  himsel0,  did  a 
double  take  when  questioned  as  to  why  we 
have  homeroom  at  the  end  of  the  day.  I  think 
the  line  needs  to  be  drawn  somewhere  and 


getting  rid  of  the  constant,  up-to-the-minute 
head  count  would  definitely  help  in  making 
my  life  easier  (despite  the  fact  that  all  the 
faculty  members  are  deliberately  trying  to 
make  my  life  more  difficult). 


Forum 


How  do  you  feel  about 
the  Robert  Walenski  case? 
Do  you  think  a  teacher’s 
private  life  should  be 
separate  from  his  or  her 
professional  career? 


■David  Brophy,  / 


I  feel  that  as 
long  as  he  wasn’t 
using  students  in  his 
films,  then  it  is  okay. 
What  he  does  outside 
of  teaching  shouldn’t 
matter  as  long  as  it 
does  not  interfere 
with  his  teaching. 


Walenski’s  conduct 
violated  the  trust  that 
*  parents  had  invested 
i  in  him  to  influence 
M  their  youngsters.  His 
>1  actions  have  left  the 
character  expecta¬ 
tions  set  for  him  un¬ 
fulfilled  and  also 
tave  left  him  in  need  of  a  new  character. 


Sean  Leahy,  II 


Tom  Rowlings,  III 
s  illegal  and  morally  wrong. 


I  think  that 
his  private  life 
should  not  have any¬ 
thing  to  do  with  his 
work  life,  although 
the  allegations  of 
him  asking  his  stu¬ 
dents  should  be  made 
public  because  that 


I  feel  that 
Robert  Walenski 
should  not  have  been 
fired.  He  was  a  great 
teacher,  according  to 
the  parents  and  kids 
oflhatschool.Ithink 
that  what  he  did  was 
a  little  inappropriate, 
iut  he  was  a  valuable  asset  to  the  school 
with  his  teaching. 

As  long  as  he  doesn’t  do  any- 
hing  illegal,  what  he  does  in  his  social  life 
s  his  business. 


■Aurora  Lucia-Levey, 


If  some 
teacher  wants  to  be 
involved  with  a 
porno,  that’s  his 
business,  and  unless 
it  effects  his  teach¬ 
ing,  he  shouldn’t  be 
condemned  for  it. 

V 


Andrew  Barr,  VI 


As  long  as 
a  teacher's  private 
life  doesn't  interfere 
with  his  or  her  job  it 
should  remain  his 
private  life. 


The  above  students  were 


randomly  chosen  and  do  not 
necessarily  reflect  the  views 
of  the  Argo. 


FORUM 
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Bye  Bye  Bubba 


Bubba  licious 


By  Maria  Dubrowski,  II 
Editorial  Board  Associate 


In  considering  the  controversial 
dismissal  of  forty-nine  year  old  Robert 
“Bubba”  Walcnski,  the  English  teacher  at 
Dennis-Yarmouth  High  School  who  pro¬ 
duced  and  starred  in  several  pornographic 
videos,  I  realize  that  I  probably  would  have 
fired  him  too,  had  I  been  the  superintendent. 
The  well-being  and  the  proper  education  of 
his  students  are  the  top  priorities  for  the 
school  system.  Bubba  clearly  showed  little 
concern  for  their  reputation,  never  mind  his 
own,  as  all  of  America  turns  to  them  in 
wonder,  not  knowing  whether  to  reprimand 
or  applaud  them  for  standing  by  their  teacher. 

Bubba  Walcnski  lost  all  my  re¬ 
spect  the  minute  I  found  out  about  his  par¬ 
ticular  carccr-on-the-side,  and  I  am  not  the 
only  one  who  thinks  his  production  of  erotic 
videos  exhibits  “conduct  unbecoming”  of  a 
teacher,  an  authority  figure,  and  a  role  model. 
His  behavior  was  a  breach  of  trust  -  a  breach 
of  the  trust  that  his  students  placed  in  him,  to 
always  stand  by  them  and  to  help  them 
through  school;  a  breach  of  the  trust  that 
parents  placed  in  him,  toguide  their  children 
onto  the  right  track;  a  breach  of  the  trust  of 
the  school  officials  who  hired  him  to  make 
education  more  interesting  (I  hardly  think 
they  had  this  in  mind);  a  breach  of  the  trust 
of  his  state  certifiers,  who  had  every  assur¬ 
ance  of  his  good  “moral”  character;  and 
finally,  a  breach  of  the  trust  of  those  who 
recommended  him  for  state  certification. 
Would  they  have  vouched  for  his  good  con¬ 
duct  had  they  known  about  his  business?  I 


doubt  it,  because  Bubba  was  supposed  to  be 
a  role  model,  and  role  models  do  not  lead 
people  into  false  trust. 

Nor  do  role  models  prostitute  them¬ 
selves  in  front  of  video  cameras.  Role 
models  do  not  exploit  sex  in  cheap  motel 
rooms  with  hired  assistants,  and  then  sell 
their  sex  to  others.  Role  models  do  not 
encourage  others  to  reveal  their  most  private 


Role  models  do  not  prosti¬ 
tute  themselves  in  front  of 
video  cameras 


parts  to  the  general  public.  Even  if  Bubba 
didn’t  allegedly  solicit  one  of  his  students 
for  his  videos,  if  I  were  in  his  classroom, 
there  would  al  ways  be  a  doubt  in  my  mind  as 
to  whether  or  not  he  checked  me  out  when 
my  back  was  turned,  scoping  out  a  woman  to 
dominate  in  his  next  video.  I  could  not 
respect  that  behavior. 

But  for  some  reason,  others  do. 
They  argue  that  he  is  entitled  to  his  privacy, 
and  can  do  whatever  he  desires  outside  of 
the  classroom.  I  have  no  problem  with  that. 
I  would  be  quite  upset  if  the  law  told  me 
what  to  do  or  what  not  to  do  in  my  spare 
time,  and  I  know  that  I,  too,  would  be  dev¬ 
astated  if  my  favorite  teacher  were  fired. 
But  the  distinction  that  people  forget  to 
make  is  that  Bubba’s  business  is  no  longer 
private.  All  of  America  knows  about  his 
videos,  and  I  hate  to  think  how  many  people 
outside  of  the  country  have  heard  the  news. 
With  this  knowledge  spread  abroad,  or  even 


if  it  were  just  spread  throughout  his  commu¬ 
nity,  many  parents  and  some  students  are 
uncomfortable  at  the  prospect  of  spending 
time  with  him.  I,  having  been  in  a  classroom 
with  a  teacher  whom  I  suspected  of  making 
sexual  advances,  can  appreciate  the  concern 
they  haveand  their  squeamishnessat  Bubba’s 
proposed  return  to  teaching.  To  trust  a 
person  once  that  trust  has  been  broken  is  not 
an  easy  task.  I  know  that,  and  Bubba’s 
student  supporters  will  have  to  realize  that 
even  if  he  is  reinstated  to  theirschool,  he  will 
not  be  welcomed  by  all  with  open  arms.  In 
fact,  their  parents,  their  guardians,  and  die 
people  they  live  with  when  they’re  not  in 
school,  might  be  the  last  ones  to  greet  him 
with  a  smile. 

All  this  controversy  could  have 
been  avoided  if  Robert  Walcnski  had  used  a 
pseudonym  in  the  videos.  Of  course,  there 
is  no  guarantee  of  changing  things  already 
done,  so  Bubba  will  have  to  live  with  the 
consequences,  and  live  without  his  other 
hobby  that  he  loves  so  much.  Perhaps  some 
day  society  will  be  such  that  it  will  not  mind 
Bubba’s  imposing  himself  on  it.  For  his 
sake,  and  for  the  sake  of  his  family,  I  hope 
that  the  state  will  reinstate  him  as  a  teacher 
on  the  condition  that  he  permanently  aban¬ 
dons  his  other  line  of  work  so  that  he  can 
eventually  bring  the  gift  of  learning  to  an¬ 
other  school  system.  If  the  slate  docs  no 
such  thing,  however,  Bubba  will  have  to 
make  a  critical  choice:  he  can  either  seek 
employment  elsewhere,  or  he  can  reap  the 
profits  of  his  current  business,  which,  I  am 
sure,  is  booming  by  now. 


By  Shauna  Daly,  II 
Staff  Writer 


Robert  Walenski  should  be  re¬ 
turned  to  his  English  class  at  Dennis  - 
Yarmouth  High  school  immediately,  pro¬ 
viding  that  no  new  evidence  arises  in  sup¬ 
port  of  allegations  that  Walenski  solicited  a 
student  to  appear  in  one  of  his  videos.  Stu¬ 
dents  in  Walenski’s  class  say  it  is  interesting 

The  Department  of 
Education  should  never  have 
revoked  Walenski's 
position... 

and  stimulating,  even  having  a  waiting  list 
for  entry,  which,  according  to  teachers, 
boosts  the  educational  experience,  which 
should  be  the  criteria  fora  teacher’s  employ¬ 
ment.  According  to  \h&  Boston  Globe,  alle¬ 
gations  of  a  student’s  solicitation  surfaced 
only  after  Mr.  Walenski’s  participation  in 
pornographic  movies  was  made  public.  Po¬ 
lice  in  Yarmouth  even  now  have  never  had 
any  sexual  harassment  reports  filed  with 
them  concerning  Walenski.  The  Massachu¬ 
setts  Department  of  Education  revokes  li¬ 
censes  if  a  teacher  is  “unfit  to  perform,” 
convicted  of  a  felony,  or  any  “other  good 
cause  for  revocation”  -  none  of  which  apply 
in  thifWalenski  case  if  read  conservatively, 
and,  arguably,  none  if  read  loosely  either. 
The  Department  of  Education  should  never 
have  revoked  Walenski’s  position  -  his  stu¬ 
dents  need  him  in  class.  He  should  be  re¬ 
turned  and  receive  payment  for  the  period  in 
which  he  was  not  working. 


Morality  Bites 


By  Kate  Fruman,  II 
Layout  Editor 

Robert  “Bubba” 
Welenski  was  dismissed  from  his 
teaching  position  of  twenty-five 
years  al  the  Dennis- Y armouih  Re¬ 
gional  High  School  for  producing 
pornographic  films.  At  the  time  of 
his  dismissal  there  were  no  allega¬ 
tions  of  him  soliciting  or  in  any 
other  way  connecting  his  students 
to  this  other  career.  Had  the  allega¬ 
tions  of  his  soliciting  a  female  stu¬ 
dent  in  his  class  to  participate  in 
the  production  of  pornographic  ma¬ 
terial  been  proven  true,  there  would 
be  no  doubt  in  my  mind  that  firing 
him  was  the  least  possible  punish¬ 
ment.  As  the  case  stands  presently, 
however,  with  no  such  allegations 
confirmed, I  remainconvinced  that 
Welenski  was  dismissed  unfairly 
and  should  be  reinstated  in  his 
former  position. 

What  a  man  docs  in  his 
private  time  is  not  anyone  clsc’s 
business.  There  is  nothing  wrong 
with  trying  to  protect  the  fragile 
psyche  of  students,  but  not  at  the 
cost  of  going  against  a  person’s 
right  to  choose  his  own  lifestyle. 
Apprehension  is  understandable 
when  a  teacher  is  involved  in  por¬ 
nography,  but  it  is  very  important 
to  remember  that  pornography  is 
legal,  and  thus  we  must  keep  our 
judgment  to  ourselves. 

Trying  to  keep  a  teacher 
who  produces  pornographic  mov¬ 
ies  away  from  the  classroom  for 


that  reason  alone  is  an  excellent 
exercise  in  hypocrisy.  In  a  school 
in  the  very  first  year  of  which  stu¬ 
dents  begin  learning  about  the  right 
of  choice,  equal  for  all  people,  it  is 
all  but  absurd  to  fire  a  teacher  over 
his  outside  interest  in  sexually  ex¬ 
plicit  material.  Not  all  people  may 
share  this  interest  of  his.  Some, 
including  me,  find  it  outright  re¬ 
volting  to  watch  people  perform 
sexual  acts  on  screen,  and  yet  none 

The  administration  of 
the  school  has  no 
legal  grounds  for 
firing  this  man 

of  us  have  the  right  to  impose  our 
morals  on  this  man. 

He  is  said  to  be  a  good 
teacher.  This  is  debatable,  but 
whether  or  not  he  indeed  is  a  good 
teacher  is  not  the  issue  at  question 
now.  This  man  did  not  lose  his  job 
because  he  misspelled  the  word 
“potato”  or  was  unable  to  properly 
introduce  a  book  in  literature  class. 
This  man  was  fired  because  some 
official  somewhere  decided  that  it 
is  improper  for  a  teacher  to  have  a 
life  unlicensed  by  the  school. 

This  issue  it,  to  think  of  it, 
silly.  It  is  obvious  that  the  absolute 
majority  of  teachers  (as  well  as 
most  other  people)  have  had  sex  in 
the  span  of  their  life.  Many  of  these 
people  had  sex  before  they  were 
married,  th  us  doing  something  that 


could  be  interpreted  as  “moral  tur¬ 
pitude.”  It  is  impossible  to  fire  all 
the  teachers  who  exhibit  any  ten¬ 
dency  to  “moral  turpitude”  in  this 
case,  and  nothing  has  been  done. 
There  is,  however,  very  little  dis¬ 
tinguishing  the  case  of  a  teacher 
who  produced  pornographic  films 
from  any  teacher  who  ever  had  an 
affair  or  an  one  night  stand. 

The  administration  of  the 
school  has  no  legal  ground  for  fir¬ 
ing  this  man.  An  argument  can  be 
made  that  he  was  fired  in  order  to 
make  the  students  more  comfort¬ 
able  in  the  school,  but  that  is  an 
obvious  misrepresentation  of  the 
facts,  since  an  overwhelming  ma¬ 
jority  of  the  students  marched  and 
rallied,  declaring  their  undying  de¬ 
votion  to  this  teacher.  Students  do 
not  need  to  be  saved  from  them¬ 
selves.  It  is  only  too  obvious  that  it 
is  not  for  their  benefit  that  Welenski 
was  removed. 

Whose  interest,  then,  is 
the  school  commissioner  protect¬ 
ing  in  firing  this  teacher?  The  only 
plausible  reason  that  comes  to  mind 
is  the  shaken  prestige  of  the  school. 
But  the  school’s  primary  concern 
should  not  be  its  reputation.  The 
school  is  intended  to  teach  its  stu¬ 
dents  by  word  and  deed  the  true 
American  way  of  living.  Right  now, 
by  denying  Welenski  a  fair  chance 
to  continue  teaching  his  students, 
the  school  administration  is  deny¬ 
ing  the  students  a  chance  to  see 
democracy  in  action. 
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Isn't  It  Romantic? 


By  Sarah  Bairstow,  II 
Staff  Writer 


The  typical  school  play  always  seems  to  run  according  to 
a  set  formula:  the  actors  and  actresses  must  all  be  shouting,  yet 
barely  audible;  their  actions  and  speeches  must  be  emotionless  and 
mechanical;  they  must  be  loo  nervous  and  shaking  with  stage  fright 
to  be  able  to  remember  their  lines.  At  the  end  of  the  production,  the 
audience  ignores  the  play’s  fault  and  applauds,  not  because  the 
show  was  entertaining,  but  because  “the  kids  worked  so  hard”  and 
because  the  play  was  “cute.” 

The  Classical  Club’s  production  of  “Isn’t  It  Romantic” 
defied  the  stereotypical  definition  of  the  school  play  in  many  ways. 
In  fact,  had  the  actors  and  actresses  not  been  people  that  I  was 
familiar  with,  I  would  not  have  guessed  that  the  play  was  put  on  by 
a  group  of  high-schoolers.  Of  course,  there  were  flaws,  but  they  did 
not  pertain  to  the  actual  acting. 

The  players  all  have  a  certain  amount  of  raw  talent  which 
shone  during  the  production.  But  it  was  the  combined  efforts  of  the 
whole  cast,  along  with  the  ingenuity  of  the  play  itself,  which  brought 
the  play  together.  The  story  is  set  in  Manhattan  in  1983,  most  of  the 
scenes  being  set  in  two  apartments,  one  of  which  is  clean  and  finely 
decorated,  the  other  plain  and  rather  messy,  with  boxes  and  crates 
abounding.  The  first  of  the  apartments  belongs  to  the  savvy  busi¬ 
nesswoman  Harriet  Cornwall  (Marianne  Staniunas),  who  is  ad¬ 
vancing  speedily  in  the  corporate  world  yet  is  not  confident  nor  sure 
of  her  emotional  standing.  The  second  apartment  is  owned  by  the 
laid-back  and  lazy  Janie  Blumberg  (Sara  Colb),  a  freelance  writer. 

The  story  revolves  around  the  relationships  of  the  two: 
with  each  other;  with  the  families  of  each;  and,  most  importantly, 
with  the  love  interests  of  each.  The  two  are  both  pestered  by  their 
parents:  Harriet  by  her  single  and  aggressive  mother  Lillian  (Liz 
Hauck),  who  encourages  her  daughter  to  grasp  success  in  every 
venture,  and  Janie  by  her  parents  Tasha  (Sonya  Satinsky)  and  Simon 
(David  Enos).  This  couple  provides  the  brilliant  comic  relief  of  the 
production,  and  seemed  to  be  the  audience’s  favorite.  The  middle- 
aged  parents  constantly  peck  at  their  daughter  with  concerns  about 
her  faul  ty  jobs,  her  un-lady  like  manners  and  above  all  her  failure  to 
have  married  a  “sweet  young  man.”  These  two  introduce  another 
comic  character,  thcRussiancabdrivcrVladmir  (Andrew  Kaminga) 
who  speaks  few  English  words  besides  “hi”  and  “hallo,”  yet  the 
Blumbcrgs  earnestly  want  their  daughter  to  marry  him. 

Janie  and  Harriet  both  have  other  ideas  about  their  future 


which  are  against  their  parents’  wishes.  Harriet  is  interested  in  her 
boss’  boss,  the  slick  and  sleazy  Paul  Stuart  (Ziad  Obermeyer),  who 
coincidentally  is  married  to  another  woman.  Janie  is  also  involved 
with  a  man,  but  hers  is  wealthy  and  famous  as  Marty  Sterling  (Matt 
O’Malley),  son  of  the  owner  of  a  restaurant  franchise.  Sterling  is 
always  benevolent,  with  good  intentions  at  all  times,  but  is  always 
looking  out  for  Janie  instead  of  letting  her  look  out  for  herself. 

All  of  the  parts  were  played  with  great  energy  and  the 
actors  and  actresses  had  a  talent  for  interpreting  their  roles.  Their 
enthusiasm  got  more  than  one  laugh  out  of  the  audience  and  covered 
up  the  faults  of  the  play.  These  were  few,  and  mostly  technical.  The 
crew  seemed  to  have  a  problem  with  their  sound  system,  but  more 
than  not  the  actors  ad-libbed  or  ignored  the  glitches  and  the  audience 
overlooked  them.  The  cast  could  be  heard  at  all  times,  and  there  was 
no  problem  with  the  microphones.  The  stage  crew  was  rather  noisy 
during  the  breaks  between  the  scenes,  and  their  clumsiness  brought 
attention  to  themselves.  Once  or  twice  the  lighting  was  slightly 
amiss,  but  on  the  whole  the  lighting  crew  knew  what  they  were 
doing.  The  spotlight  on  the  phone  while  actors  spoke  on  the 
“answering  machine”  over  the  microphone  created  a  pleasant 
effect. 

The  costumes  of  the  actors  and  actresses  were  obviously 
brought-from-home  outfits,  but  it  did  not  at  all  take  away  from  the 
play  or  the  actors’  and  actresses’  exceptional  performance.  The 
makeup  looked  almost  professional,  but  I  felt  as  if  the  wardrobe  and 
makeup  crew  could  have  done  a  little  more  with  the  appearances  of 
the  cast  to  make  them  look  a  little  less  like  teenagers. 

The  set  was  superb,  minus  the  typical  cardboard-and- 
tempera  paint  backdrops  so  frequent  in  school  plays.  Not  only  were 
the  sets  finely  made,  but  they  were  also  convincing  -  the  audience 
got  a  definite  feel  for  the  setting  in  both  the  ritzy,  refined  apartment 
of  Harriet  and  the  cluttered,  messy  apartment  of  Janie.  The  only 
trouble  with  the  sets  occurred  when  a  table  in  a  restaurant  wobbled 
on  its  unsteady  legs.  The  set  makers  did  a  fine  job  with  the  small 
amount  of  money  available  for  the  school  production. 

Overall  both  the  players  and  the  crew  worked  very  hard  for 
the  play  and  their  efforts  shone  through.  When  talking  to  other 
members  of  the  audience  I  got  the  idea  that  it  was  the  best  school 
play  they  had  seen  in  a  long  time,  and  I  had  to  agree  with  them.  The 
actors  and  actresses  showed  their  talents  and  the  reasons  why  they 
are  famous  in  the  halls  of  Boston  Latin.  Although  the  play  was  a 
comedy,  it  was  far  from  “cute,”  and  that  is  one  of  the  best  compli¬ 
ments  one  can  bestow  upon  a  school  play. 


Arts 

Spotlight 


By  Liz  Hauck,  I 
Staff  Writer 


"Rising  Broadway" 


By  Ursula  Liff,  II 

Arts  and  Entertainment  Editor 


Interest  in  American  musical  the¬ 
ater  is  alive  and  well  and  thriving  at  BLS. 
Ken  Silanskas’  production  of  Rising  Broad¬ 
way  is  definitely  a  sign  of  life.  Written  by 
Silanskas  and  Jaclyn  Gay,  the  show  strings 
together  several  numbers  from  some  of  the 
great  Broadway  musicals,  ranging  from 
Crazy  for  You  to  Les  Mise  rabies..  The  new 
story  is  an  interesting  vehicle  for  some  great 
musical  selections,  and  Mr.  Silanskas’  di¬ 
rection  keeps  the  huge  cast  moving  briskly 
forward.  The  cast  comes  through  with  some 


marvelous  performances.  I  especially  liked 
Kaitlyn  McColgan  who  kept  the  dancing 
alive,  and  Lauren  Flaherty,  who  definitely 
came  through  with  her  acting.  It  was  great  to 

It  is  the  first  sign  of  multi¬ 
cultural  casting  seen  over 
the  last  couple  of  years. 


see  so  many  younger  kids  included  in  this 
huge  production,  which  featured  a  cast  and 
crew  of  almost  fifty  people.  It  is  also  the  first 
sign  of  multi-cultural  casting  that  we  have 
seen  over  the  last  couple  of  years. 


It’s  never  easy  to  put  on  a  musical, 
and  Mr.  Silanskas  and  his  cast  deserve  a 
huge  amount  of  credit  just  for  making  the 
effort.  The  show  may  not  be  perfect,  but 
given  the  limitations  of  the  BLS  stage  and 
the  general  support  for  theater  here  at  BLS, 
the  fact  that  the  show  was  produced  with 
such  quality  is  nothing  short  of  miraculous. 
For  all  those  skeptics  who  said  itcouldn’tbe 
done,  this  production  of  Rising  Broadway 
proves  quite  the  opposite.  Not  only  can  it  be 
done,  but  it  can  be  done  with  energy  and 
style.  Hopefully  in  the  future  we  will  see 
more  from  Mr.  Silanskas  and  his  young  and 
talented  cast  and  crew. 


When's  Intermission? 

«  .1  r'  .  *  _  a. _ .^.!nna/\n  nf  1  t  Ko 


By  Elizabeth  Hauck,  1 
and  Debbie  McCollough,  1 
Staff  Writers 


All  spiffed  up  and  donning  our 
Sunday  best,  we  sal  in  eager  anticipation  in 
our  Wang  Center  scats,  for  what  would  be 
our  first— other  than  the  Nutcracker— bal¬ 
let.  Not  quite  sure  what  to  expect,  we  talked 
a  little,  thought  a  little,  and  waited.  Before 
we  could  read  our  programs  through  a  fifth 
time,  the  overture  exploded,  catching 
everyone’s  attention.  All  eyes  were  drawn 
to  the  ascending  red  curtain  and  the  then 
revealed  stage. 

Having  never  read  Talcs  of  the 
Arabian  Nights,  we  watched  the  story  un¬ 
fold  with  interested  eyes.  By  the  middle  of 
the  first  act,  our  interested  eyes  were  half- 
shrouded  by  our  disappointed  and  rather 
bored  eyelids.  We  managed  to  regain  con¬ 


sciousness  in  time  for  the  first  intermission. 
Splashing  water  on  our  faces,  we  talked  a 
1  i  tile,  thought  a  1  ittle  less,  and  returned  to  our 
seats  for  the  dreaded  second  act.  This  act 
proved  to  be  a  delightful  surprise  with  cap- 
-  - — 

It  was  truly  moving  - 

moving  us  farther  and 

farther  towards  the  door 


tivating  special  effects.  It  was  as  though 
magic  were  flittering  and  fluttering  across 
the  stage.  (Upon  closer  inspection,  it  was 
simply  a  plethora  of  quivering  toes.)  The 
second  act  ended  andwecouldhardly  imag¬ 
ine  what  awaited  us  in  the  third. 

As  for  the  third  act,  it  was  truly 
moving — moving  us  farther  and  farther  to¬ 
ward  the  door.  Though  we  can’t  say  with 
straight  faces  that  we’ve  become  great  fans 


of  the  ballet,  having  seen  Tales  of  the  Ara¬ 
bian  Nights,  we  notice  talent  when  we  see  it. 
The  Russian  male  dancers  were  particularly 
impressive  in  this  production,  even  to  an 
untrained  eye.  The  music,  as  well,  was 
beautifully  composed  and  performed  in  har¬ 
mony  with  the  choreography. 

In  rereading  this  article,  you  might 
pick  up  on  the  fact  that  there  is  no  mention 
of  a  plot.  This  would  be  a  rather  keen  and 
accurate  observation  for  one  who  hasn’t 
seen  Tales  of  the  Arabian  Nights.  But  de 
spile  the  fact  that  this  may  be  our  first- 
other  than  the  Nutcracker — ballet,  and  per 
haps  our  last  at  that,  we  did  enjoy  a  night  of 
good  music,  butt-numbing,  on-stage  mim¬ 
icry,  and  impressive  dancing.  I’m  sure  that 
the  man  snoring,  I  mean  sitting,  next  to  us 
would  agree. 

Tara  Dahlbeck  also  coniribuied  to  this  article. 


I  don’t  think  I’ve  ever  seen  Tom 
sporting  a  pair  of  sneakers.  While  that  I 
may  not  be  a  particularly  revealing  win¬ 
dow  into  the  personality  of  Thomas  Reid 
Kiley,  the  third,  it  is  sort  of  interesting  and 
makes  for  a  pretty  neat  opening  sentence. 

It  also  could  be  a  contributing  factor  to  I 
why  this  is  an  arts,  not  sports,  spotlight. 
Moving  on. 

I’ve  known  Tom  since  the  8th  | 
grade,  since  Connections.  We  had  art  to¬ 
gether  and  then,  for  the  last  part  of  the 
|  year,  Theatre.  If  I  remember  correctly,  he 
,  had  an  assistant  director-ish  position  in 
the  skit  we  put  on.  That  was  the  year 
Tom  ’  s  interest  and  participation  in  the  arts 
[  began  to  blossom. 

Tom  has  been  involved  in  The  j 
Classical  Club  for  the  past  three  years.  He 
|  assistant  directed  “Rumors”  and  directed 
‘The  House  of  Blue  Leaves”,  in  which  the 
Head  Nun  was  especially  wonderful,  and 
most  recently  co-directed  “Isn’t  It  Ro¬ 
mantic”  (Lilhan  was  truly  amazing).  Dedi¬ 
cated  and  “focus! ”ed,  Tom’s  directorial 
skills  are  only  outdone  by  his  sense  of  | 
style  (Just  kidding. . .  but  if  you’ll  recall 
|  the  sneakers  thing. . .). 

The  stage  is  not  the  only  arts 
I  forum  that  Tom  is  comfortable  around;  he 
is  also  a  museum  man.  He  is  the  student 
liaison  to  the  Isabella  Stuart  Gardner 
Museum.  I  believe  that  he  is  currently  | 

|  giving  tours  to  7th  graders  on  Fridays  in 
addition  to  Public  (free,  if  you’re  inter- 1 
ested)  Lectures.  He’s  given  tours  for  some 
Connections  classes.  He’s  pretty  good;  I 
accompanied  him  on  one  a  while  ago.  To 
get  the  8th  graders'  attention,  I  mentioned  I 
I  that  one  of  the  paintings  we  were  going  to 
show  them  was  of  a  necrophiliac.  They 
quieted  down  quickly  and  really  listened 
to  what  I  was  saying.  Funny,  Tom  never  | 
invited  me  to  help  him  with  another  tour. 

Tom  likes  the  arts,  cars,  and  I 
money  -  though  not  necessarily  in  that 
|  order,  but  probably  cars  first,  as  he  has  a 
strange  fantasy  involving  an  Infiniti  Q45 
with  a  V8  engine,  278  HP. 

If  you  have  any  further  questions  I 

about  Tom ,  or  cars,  feel  free  to  ask  the  man 

himself.  He’s  in  homeroom  120  -  I’m  sure 
he  would  be  more  than  willing  to  oblige 
I  any  reasonable  requests. 
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Hockey  Seniors  Will  Be  Missed 


By  Laura  Craven,  III 
Staff  Writer 


With  this  year’s  hockey  season 
coming  to  a  close,  the  seniors  are  coming  to 
the  end  of  their  Latin  School  careers. 
Whether  it’s  from  captain  ScottChiardonna’s 
pre-game  talks  or  Joe  Tierney’s 
encouragement  to  the  underclassmen,  each 
one  will  leave  something  behind  when  they 
go- 

Winning  the  Dual  County  League 
Championship  four  years  ago  was  goalie 
Mike  McCarthy’s  favorite  memory  while 
playing  for  Latin.  “It  was  a  great  feeling 
knowing  that  you  are  part  of  the  best  team  in 
the  league.  That  whole  season  was  great, 
and  now  I’m  the  last  member  of  that  team 
left,”  says  McCarthy.  Beating  Taunton  in 
overtime  last  year  and  seeing  a  teammate 
score  a  hat  trick  was  Derek  Byrne’s  favorite 
memory.  I  think  the  recent  1 0- 1  victory  over 
Westford  with  half  the  goals  scored  by  the 
seniors  will  be  added  to  their  lists  of  memo¬ 
ries! 

Coach  Coleman  said  “Defenseman 
Sean  Newman  is  the  ideal  kid  to  coach.  He 
listens  and  leads.”  In  practices.  Sean  says  he 
pays  attention  to  what  the  coach  is  trying  to 
tell  them  so  that  he  can  get  a  firm  under¬ 
standing  of  what  he  is  saying.  If  he  sees  a 


player  doing  something  wrong  he  does  his 
best  to  help  him.  During  the  January  13th 
game  against  Andover,  Matt  Dinisco  dislo¬ 
cated  his  shoulder.  Coleman  comments, 
“Matt  has  served  dual  purposes  as  a 
defenseman  and  a  forward,  and  he  always 
comes  to  play.”  Matt’s  injury  has  been  a 
great  loss  to  the  team.  Despite  his  injury 
Matt  has  had  a  great  season.  “Scott  has  been 
an  above  average  captain  in  his  leading 


example.  He  backs  up  whatever  he  says  in 
the  locker  room.  "Joe  Tierney  came  back 
from  a  serious  injury  and  showed  a  lot  of 
dedication,”  quotes  Coleman.  From 
McCarthy  keeping  us  in  every  game  to  Byrne 
being  a  coachable  kid,  it’s  nice  that  the 
Coach  could  say  something  good  about  ev¬ 
ery  senior. 

Derek  Byrne  says  the  biggest 
surprises  this  season  have  been  “Jim 


Hennessey  getting  approbation,  and  Joe 
Tierney  thinking  he’s  better  than  me!!” 
Newman  feels  the  underclassmen  have  been 
stepping  up  to  cover  for  the  team  and  have 
filled  the  shoes  of  the  seniors  that  graduated 
last  year.  It’s  going  to  take  some  excellent 
players  to  even  come  close  to  filling  the 
shoes  of  this  year’s  seniors,  and  I  don’t  think 
they  ever  will  be  filled.  “Everyone  deserves 
a  lot  of  credit  for  the  way  they’ve  played  all 
season,  especially  the  seniors,”  says 
freshman  forward  Jon  Kearns. 

The  fans  would  like  to  thank  the 
team  for  making  the  games  so  enjoyable  to 
watch!  Thanks  to  senior  fans  Kaitryn 
Brown,  Allison  Gobbi,  Maribeth  Grant, 
Kristine  Pender,  Cheryl  Starck.and  Kathleen 
Wallace  who  faithfully  attend  the  games! 

To  the  seniors,  Derek  Byrne,  Scott 
Chiaradonna,  Matt  Dinisco,  Mike  McCarthy, 
Sean  Newman,  and  Joe  Tierney,  good  luck 
in  the  future.  Devoted,  determined,  and 
excellent  players,  thay  all  went  out  every 
day  and  gave  it  their  best.  Come  next 
season,  they  will  be  gone,  but  not  forgotten. 
When  they’re  gone,  they  will  tell  memories 
of  their  own,  as  we  will  tell  memories  of 
them. 


Schoolboy  Track  is  Back 


By  Frank  Stone 
Special  to  the  Argo 

The  first  track  meet  of  the  1995 
school  year  took  place  at  the  Reggie  Lewis 
track  on  December  11th.  It  was  a  relay 
carnival,  but  for  the  boys  and  girls  of  the 
Boston  Public  Schools  it  may  as  well  have 
been  the  Atlanta  Olympic  Games.  Cheers, 
shrieks  of  delight,  groans  and  moans,  and 
even  victory  laps  were  the  communications 
between  schoolmates.  English  High  and 
Madison  Park’s  sprinters  were  in  mid-sea¬ 
son  form.  East  Boston’s  4  x  400  sprint  relay 
team,  third  best  in  New  England,  showed  the 
city  what  speed  relay  is  all  about.  The  girls 
distance  medley  relay  team  from  Boston 
Latin  showed  guts  and  class  when  they  ran 
against  the  boys  because  no  other  girls  team 
was  there  to  challenge  them. 

Upbeat  was  the  word  of  the  day  for 
Boston’s  school  coaches,  such  as  Billy 
D’Lorenzo,  the  Eastie  coach,  who  last  ran  at 
the  East  Newton  St.  armory  before  it  was 
demolished  in  the  ‘50s  to  make  room  for  the 
new  track.  Mr.  D’Lorenzo  said,  “When  I 
came  to  work  as  an  assistant  coach  in  1962, 
the  head  coach  showed  me  a  miniature  dis¬ 
play  and  said,  ‘Sec  this?  This  is  going  to  be 
our  new  track.’  Well  here  it  is,  1995  and 
we’ve  finally  got  it.  It  look  a  while,  but  it’s 
worth  our  wait.”  Coach  Charles  Hayes  from 
Dorchester  High  was  equally  optimistic. 
Coach  Hayes  said,  “We’ ve  got  few  kids  here 
today,  but  when  the  kids  hear  about  this 
place,  our  numbers  will  build.  For  the  first 
time  in  a  long  time,  we  have  parents  and 
friends  in  attendance  to  watch  their  sons, 
daughters,  and  friends  run  track.  It’s  very 
exciting.”  Latin  Academy  coach  Ray 
Behenna  said,  “Our  meets  until  now  were 
not  like  this.  The  track  we  used  last  year  was 


like  running  in  a  morgue.” 

Results:  the  O’Bryant  High  girls 
won  three  out  of  five  of  the  relay  events, 
while  Latin  Academy  and  Boston  Latin  each 
won  one.  Until  next  year’s  relay  carnival  the 
O’Bryant  team  members  are  the  Queens  of 
Speed  for  the  city.  On  the  boys’  side,  no 
team  dominated.  Eastie  won  the  4  x  200 


meter  relay  and  the  4  x  400.  English  was 
second  in  the  4  x  200  and  won  the  sprint 
medley,  which  consisted  of  800,  200,  and 
400  meter  interval  runs.  South  Boston  won 
the  di  stance  medley  race,  and  West  Roxbury 
won  the  4  x  800  meter  race. 

Lest  anyone  think  the  kids  are 
spoiled,  track  remains  a  sport  of  basics. 
Many  ran  in  their  street  sneakers,  and  all 
wore  uniforms  that  looked  like  bright 
underwear.  School  Meet  Director  Mary 
Grant  was  thrilled  with  the  success  of  the 
day,  and  even  she  kept  the  low  cost  tradition 
of  track  in  focus,  as  she  was  seen  using  a 
Christmas  shopping  bag  to  collect  and  carry 
the  relay  batons  that  each  team  passed  to 
team  members  during  each  race. 


Support  the 
Red  Cross 
Blood 
Drive! 

Tuesday, 
March  26 

For  more  information,  sign  up  with  the 

Key  Club. 
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Childhood 


By  Meghan  Doran,  IV 
Editorial  Board  Associate 


Once  upon  a  time 

Happiness  was  king 

Smiles  can  so  often 

Hate  was  a  foreign  emotion 

sadness  disappeared 

As  quickly  as  it  came 

And  friends  were  all  that  mattered 

Style  was  unimportant 

Comfort  was  a  must 

And  once  upon  a  time 

We  laughed  we  played 

It  was  all  so  simple 

I  often  long  for  those  days 

Of  Hello  Kitty  and  Red  Rover  in  the  street 

Days  of  friends  and  hide  and  go  seek 

And  the  ice  cream  man 

How  many  popsicles  can  you  eat 

But  rediscovering  these  simple  pleasures 

Just  doesn’t  seem  to  work 

In  the  end  all  grew  up 

And  in  the  end  everything  changed 

A  life  of  simple  pleasures 

And  while  Big  Bird  and  Elmo  never  aged 

We’ve  all  grown  up  a  bit 


The 

Drought 

By  Sarah  Carter,  Ill 
Staff  Writer 


Water,  water-water-water 
Water,  water-eater-water 
She’s  free,  answers  to  no  one 
Eminent,  but  silently  flowing 
becoming  one  with  survival 

the  root  of  our  existence 
must  always  be  kept  moist 
for  dry  our  mortar  would  crumble 
concrete  would  be  but  parched  sand 

there  would  be  no  cities,  towns 
eventually  all  would  be  dust 
everything  would  shrivel  up,  die 
No  green,  blue,  red,  or  even  black 

only  a  sad,  sad  brown 


Fog  of 
Confusion 

Renee  Thericn,  III 
Staff  Writer  _ 


Utter  confusion  rules  my  soul 
Loud  cries  echo  as  I  walk 
Through  a  cloudy  forest 
But  they’re  far  away. 

Dark  winds,  blowing  away 
Fragments  of  my  shattered  spirit, 

I  can’t  see  my  way 
I  run,  lost 

Without  destination  or  purpose. 

I  try  to  hide. 

My  fears  yell  at  me 

Through  my  comfortable  fog  of  confusion 
The  fog  that  protects  my  fragile  mind  and 
reason 

I  can’t  let  my  angry  thoughts 

Disrupt  my  peace 

But  I  don’t  have  much  control. 

Keep  out  the  poison  thoughts 
But  -  they  grow  more  persistent 
I  don’t  want  to  feel 
The  hurt  or  fear,  not  hope  or  joy 
My  foggy  shield  of  confusion  thins 
I  see  my  enemy  clearly 
Control  is  lost 
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Editor’s  Note 


By  Nancy  Poon,  II 
Editor-in-Chief 

In  the  midst  of  SATs,  AP  exams, 
spring  break,  college  visits,  and  the  warm 
weather,  it  is  hard  for  anyone  to  contemplate 
working  long  hours  in  the  MacLab.  None¬ 
theless,  the  trusty  Argo  editorial  board  has 
spent  the  past  five  weeks  wrestling  stubborn 
computers  in  order  to  produce  the  newspa¬ 
per  you  now  hold  in  your  hands. 

The  MacLab  has  been  a  busy  place 
the  last  few  months.  As  the  Argo  prepares  to 
go  to  the  printer,  our  editorial  board  realized 


how  far  we  have  come  since  the  beginning 
of  the  year.  After  nine  months,  we  have 
finally  adjusted  to  working  as  a  very  large 
team.  With  over  one  hundred  students  inter¬ 
ested  in  working  on  the  Argo,  we  have 
learned  to  balance  the  importance  of  giving 
everyone  a  chance  to  try  new  things  with 
adhering  to  deadlines  and  theprinter’s  sched¬ 
ule. 

The  Argo  editorial  board  has  also 
been  taking  part  in  a  number  of  journalism 
activities.  In  early  April,  we  attended  the 
Suffolk  University  High  School  Newspaper 
Conference  where  the  Argo  staff  received 


honorable  recognition  for  excellence  in 
sports  writing.  Recently,  we  attended  the 
New  England  Scholastic  Press  Association 
Conference  held  at  Boston  University.  The 
Argo  editors  joined  in  on  seminars  about 
journalistic  ethics,  multi-media  publishing, 
graphics  design,  news  writing  and  other 
related  fields.  At  this  conference,  the  Argo 
was  judged  alongside  all  public,  private,  and 
parochial  high  school  newspapers  and  re¬ 
ceived  a  Superior  Achievement  award  as 
one  of  the  top  student  newspapers  in  New 
England.  Individual  distinctions  were 
awarded  to  staff  members  Shauna  Daly  for 


her  news  series  from  the  Mountain  School, 
Liz  Hauck  for  review  writing,  and  Carlos 
Renderos  for  artwork. 

For  the  remainder  of  the  school 
year,  the  Argo  staff  will  be  working  on  the 
Graduation  Issue  and  planning  the  our  first 
Summer  Edition  to  be  distributed  to  incom¬ 
ing  students  at  the  Summer  Orientation  Pro¬ 
gram  this  August.  We  welcome  any  ideas  or 
suggestions  forbidding  farewell  to  the  Class 
of  ‘96  and  welcoming  our  new  students. 
Thank  you  for  your  support  and  enjoy  the 
issue. 


To  Reach  the 
Argo  . . . 

To  send  a  Letter-to-the-Editor: 
see  Nancy  Poon  in  134  or  Mr.  Flynn  in  the 
Main  Office 
To  place  an  ad: 

see  Natalia  Crosby  in  103  or  Nicole 
DeBenedictis  in  103 
To  place  an  event  in  the  calendar: 
see  Maria  Dubrowski  in  103  or  John 
Kosmidis  in  130 

To  report  a  story,  do  photography,  draw  artwork, 
or  otherwise  join  the  Argo: 
see  Nancy  Poon  in  134  or 
Edwina  Tom  in  228 


Congratulations. . . 

Congratulations  to  the  following  winner  of  Prize  Declamation: 

First  Prize:  Kria  Sakakeeny,  I 
Second  Prize:  Elizabeth  Hauck,  I 
Third  Prize:  Melissa  McClinton,  III 
Special  Award  for  Class  I  &  Class  II:  Marianne  Staniunas,  I 
Special  Award  for  Class  III  &  Class  IV:  Julia  Ramey,  III 
Special  Award  for  Class  V  &  Class  VI:  Olivia  Liff,  VI 

Congratulations  to  the  Argo  staff  for  for  receiving  a  Superior  Achievement  Award  at  the  New 
England  Scholastic  Press  Association  Competition.  Shauna  Daly  receiveda  Special  Achievement 
Award  for  News  Writing,  Liz  Hauck  received  a  Special  Achievement  Award  for  Review  Writing, 
and  Carlos  Renderos  received  a  Special  Achievement  Award  for  Artwork. 

Congratulations  to  Rebecca  Webb  for  placing  2nd  in  the  Rights  for  Your  Rights  Essay  Contest. 

Congratulations  to  the  following  Boston  Latin  School  participants  for  their  excellent  work  at  the 

Massachusetts  State  Science  Fair: 

First  Place:  Dale  You;  Second  Place:  Ziad  Obermeyer,  Catherine  So;  Third  Place:  Erik  Alexanian, 
Albert  Yuen,  Nancy  Poon,  Samuel  Wong;  Fourth  Place:  Lynn  Huynh,  Haben  Michael,  Eben 
Ellertson;  Certificate  of  Participation:  Anna  Haritos,  Laurel  Kean 
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German  Students  Exchange  Culture  and  Cookies 


By  Nancy  Poon,  II 
Editor-in-Chief 

“It  has  been  a  great  experience. . . 
Americans  are  different.  .  .  uh,  unique,  I 
mean,  in  a  good  way,”  said  one  German 
student  as  he  fumbled  for  the  exact  words  to 
describe  the  host  of  students  he  had  met 
during  the  group’s  three  and  a  half  week  stay 
in  America. 

The  twenty  students  from 
Pclizaeus-Gymnasium  in  Paderbom,  Ger¬ 
many  arrived  at  Logan  Airport  on  Saturday, 
March  9  and  were  met  by  their  respective 
BLS  host  families.  The  group’s  chaperones 
Ms.  Gisela  Hoffmann  and  Ms.  Stefania 
Henning  were  also  met  by  BLS  teacher  Ms. 
Brun  and  teacher  emeritus  Mr.  DeMerit, 
marking  the  4th  year  for  this  trans-Atlantic 
school  exchange.  Paderbom  is  a  small  town 
located  in  northwest  Germany.  The  Boston 
Latin  hosts  will  complete  the  exchange  with 
their  visit  to  Paderbom  in  mid- August. 

During  their  stay,  the  Germans  took 


part  in  a  whirlwind  of  activities  in  order  to 
truly  experience  the  “American”  lifestyle. 
Aside  from  the  traditional  sightseeing  ac¬ 
tivities  (Freedom  Trail,  State  House,  Faneuil 
Hall),  the  group  enjoyed  a  wide  variety  of 
cultural  actives,  ranging  from  visits  to  the 
Museum  of  Fine  Arts  and  Isabella  Stewart 
Gardner  Museum  to  the  Museum  of  Sci¬ 
ence.  There  was  a  strong  consensus  among 
the  group  that  the  New  England  Aquarium 
was  the  most  exciting,  while  “The  Freedom 
Trail  was  . . .  educational.” 

Up  close,  our  guests  had  a  chance 
to  discover  the  lives  of  your  typical  Boston 
Latin  students.  For  several  days,  the  Ger¬ 
man  students  shadowed  their  hosts  for  full 
days  of  classes,  observing  our  academic  and 
social  culture  while  answering  questions 
about  their  culture  back  home.  All  in  all,  the 
Germans  found  BLS  to  be  very  different 
from  Pelizaeus-Gymnasium.  “You  get  a  lot 
more  work  here  than  we  do  and  a  lot  more 
tests.  Back  home,  we  only  have  a  few  major 
exams.  If  you  do  poorly,  that  is  it  Here  it 


The  1996  Pelizaeus-Gymnasium  Exchange  Students 


The  Asian  Night 


Spectacular 


By  Nancy  Kiu,  HI 
Staff  Writer _ 

Hectic.  That  one  word  can  describe 
Asian  Night,  or  basically  any  other  perfor¬ 
mance  on  its  “opening  night”  Maybe  for  the 
seniors,  it  was  the  fact  that  this  was  their 
year,  their  last  chance  to  make  it  their  best 
And  maybe  the  younger  students  were  in¬ 
timidated  by  the  ex¬ 
perience  that  the 
older  performers 
had.  But  for  what¬ 
ever  reasons,  Asian 
Night  was  chaotic. 

But  amidst 
all  that  confusion 
came  probably  one 
of  the  best  Asian 
Nights  in  the  past 
few  years.  To  start 
it  off,  there  was  the 
dragon  dance,  which  is  performed  every 
year.  At  the  end  of  the  dance  the  curtains 
were  opened,  and  revealed  a  dazzling  ban¬ 
ner,  24  x  24,  and  in  the  center  of  which  the 
Chinese  character  “peace”  was  painted.  On 
the  sides,  a  giant  dragon  and  phoenix  were 
drawn,  and  painstakingly  decorated  with 
glitter  by  Jenny  “Fungus”  Chen  and  See 
Von  Chau.  Then  came  the  traditional  fash¬ 
ion  show,  which  showcased  many  incred¬ 
ible  outfits,  like  the  Vietnamese  d&i. 

There  was  the  customary  display 
of  martial  arts,  which  included  demonstra¬ 


tions  of  the  skills  and  wood-breaking,  with 
an  extra  little  twist  thrown  in:  a  board  was 
actually  broken  on  the  head  (and  no,  the 
boards  were  not  pre-cut).  Then  came  many 
other  performances,  which  included  tradi¬ 
tional  and  modem  dances,  and  a  great  dis¬ 
play  of  vocal  talenL  Among  the  traditional 
dances  there  was  a  variation  on  a  classic 
story,  Cinderella, 
which  took  place  in 
the  16^  century.  The 
clothes  worn  during 
this  dance  could  have 
been  a  traditional  fash¬ 
ion  show  in  itself. 
Tony  Mui  put  in  an 
especially  memorable 
performance  as  the 
court  jester  who  aids 
the  prince  in  his  search 
for  Cinderella  (he  was 
also  one  of  the  MC’s).  Mario  Choi  wowed 
the  audiences  with  a  great  solo,  and  Naoko 
Takamato,  one  of  the  other  MC’s,  put  on  an 
impromptu  performance  of  the  popular 
Fugee’s  song  “Killing  Me  Softly”,  and 
brought  the  house  down.  After  all  the  per¬ 
formances,  Asian  cuisine  was  served  in  the 
cafeteria.  All  in  all,  this  Asian  Night  turned 
out  very  well,  despite  the  pre-show  jitters 
that  the  80+  performers  had.  And  to  all  the 
people  who  missed  it  this  year,  next  year’s  is 
sure  to  be  just  as  good,  so  be  sure  to  catch  it 
then. 


But  amidst  all  that 
confusion  came  prob¬ 
ably  one  of  the  best 
Asian  Nights  in  the 
past  few  years 


seems  like  you  have  tests  everyday.  Every¬ 
thing  is  more  short-term,”  said  one  German, 
after  noting  that  the  school  hours  are  struc¬ 
tured  differently.  In  Paderbom,  the  students 
start  school  early  in  the  morning,  have  fif¬ 
teen  minute  breaks,  and  then  go  home  for  a 
late  lunch.  Few  stay  after  school  for  activi¬ 
ties  because  there  are  very  few  activities 
sponsored  by  the  school.  “We  don’t  do 
things  with  school.  We  go  riding  at  the 
stables.  We  take  music  lessons  at  the  music 
school.  Everything  is  outside  of  school,” 
said  one  girl  who  plays  sports  with  a  group 
not  connected  to  her  school. 

Perhaps  it  is  this  sense  of  emo¬ 
tional  distance  from  their  school  that  makes 
it  difficult  for  our  guests  to  understand  the 
American  school  culture.  “In  Paderbom, 
we  go  to  school  and  when  we  leave  in  the 
afternoon,  we  leave  the  school.  Here  stu¬ 
dents  spend  a  lot  of  time  at  school.  All  the 
time,  there  are  sports,  clubs,  dances,  din¬ 
ners.  Everybody  goes  to  school  and  every¬ 
thing  is  at  school.  If  you  don’t  go  to  school 


in  America,  you  have  nothing  to  do,”  one  of 
the  Germans  explained  after  noticing  the 
array  of  Boston  Latin  jackets,  sweatshirts, 
and  baseball  hats  worn  by  students.  “You 
are  so  proud  of  your  school.  In  Germany, we 
just  would  never  do  that.  It  is  strange  to  see 
so  many  of  our  hosts  wearing  the  school 
name,”  he  continued. 

When  asked  what  they  found  most 
interesting  about  America,  “Girl  Scout  cook¬ 
ies,”  was  the  answer.  “I  don’t  understand 
why  everyone  was  so  crazy  about  the  cook¬ 
ies.  Who  are  the  Girl  Scouts,  anyways?” 
asked  a  bewildered  German  who  confessed 
to  having  eaten  several  boxes  of  Caramel 
Delites. 

Whether  they  take  back  with  them 
the  history  of  the  Freedom  Trail  or  just  a  few 
boxes  of  cookies,  our  German  guests  en¬ 
joyed  their  stay  in  Boston.  They  thank  the 
Boston  Latin  School  community  for  our 
hospitality  and  look  forward  to  hosting  our 
students  in  Paderbom  this  summer. 


Deutsches  Theaterfest 


By  Darek  Barcikowski  II 
Contributing  Writer 


Thursday,  April  25, 1996  was  the 
big  day  for  the  members  of  the  BLS  German 
Club  who  participated  in  the  19th  annual 
German  Theatre  Festival  and  Competition 
at  Mount  Holyoke  College.  The  competi¬ 
tion  is  a  full-day  event  where  high  school  as 
well  as  college  students  from  across  New 
England  perform  dramas  completely  in  Ger¬ 
man.  Due  to  the  high  number  of  participants, 
the  schedule  was  extremely  tight,  and  a 

single  play  had  to  be  between  10  and  20 
minutes  long.  This  year,  students  from 
Boston  Latin  School  performed  Act  III, 
Scene  III  of  Friedrich  Schiller’s  Wilhelm 
Tell.  Although  the  scene  was  only  about 
fifteen  minutes  long,  preparations  began 
nearly  two  months  before  the  event.  Every¬ 
one  who  signed  up  got  a  part  in  the  play, 
even  if  it  was  just  a  few  lines.  It  was  a  mixed 
group:  some  had  previous  stage  experience, 
although  most  did  not;  most  could  speak 

_  AIDS 

By  Andrea  Haney,  III 
Staff  Writer 

Many  people  may  think  of  a  quilt 
as  something  you  snuggle  under  when  you’re 
cold,  those  multi-colored  blankets  that 
grandma  always  sends,  or  the  thing  you  hide 
under  when  there’s  thunder  and  lightning 
outside.  A  quilt  means  all  those  things: 
warmth,  love, 
protection.  But 
the  quilt  I’m  re¬ 
ferring  to  means 
closure  to  a  lot 
of  people;  it 
means  remem¬ 
bering,  it  means 
education.  Edu¬ 
cation?  you  may 
say.  Yes,  it  is  a 
symbol  and  a  re¬ 
minder  of  all  of 
those  that  have 
been  victims  of  what  has  been  referred  to  as 
the  plague  if  the  nineties  -  AIDS.  That’s 
right,  the  AIDS  quilt.  The  AIDS  quilt  is 
something  formed  by  the  Name’s  Project.  It 
gives  friends  and  families  a  chance  to  re¬ 
member  their  lost  loved  ones  and  to  teach 
other  people  about  this  horrible  epidemic. 


German  but  there  were  a  couple  who 
couldn’t.  After  two  months  of  preparations, 
rehearsing,  and  making  costumes  and  props, 
we  were  ready  for  the  big  day.  After  arriving 
at  Mount  Holyoke  College,  everyone  was 
busy  putting  on  their  costumes  and  make-up 
or  going  over  the  lines.  As  1 1:25,  the  time 
we  were  scheduled  to  perform,  approached, 
we  were  all  a  little  nervous.  Before  we 
realized  it,  it  was  all  over.  I  must  say  that 
everyone  did  a  great  job!  It  was  a  day  full  of 
fun  and  excitement.  A  few  days  later  we 
were  notified  that  we  won  the  Organizer’s 
Prize  -  an  award  for  costumes,  set,  and 

general  organization  of  the  whole  play.  I 
must  admit,  it  did  take  a  lot  of  organizing. 
The  play  was  a  historical  drama  and  was 
quite  complicated,  and  having  over  18people 
on  stage  at  a  time,  all  with  significant  parts, 
was  not  easy.  We  received  a  plaque  and  two 
packets  of  books,  one  from  the  people  at  Ml 
Holyoke  College  and  another  from  the  Ger¬ 
man  Consulate  here  in  Boston.  It  was  a  great 
experience,  both  educational  and  fun.  We 
look  forward  to  participating  again  next 
year. 

Quilt 

To  these  people,  a  quilt  means  warmth,  love 
and  protection.  What  does  this  have  to  do 
with  me?  you  may  be  thinking.  It  has  a  lot  to 
do  with  you.  As  a  member  of  the  Boston 
Latin  School  community,  you  may  have 
many  predecessors  who  have  died  of  this 
disease.  This  is  why  the  Gay/Straight  Alli¬ 
ance  has  brought 
the  Name’s 
Project  to  our 
school.  This  year, 
we  will  make  one 
panel  for  the 
Quilt.  It  will  be  to 
honor  all  the 
alumni  that  have 
died  AIDS.  Next 
year,  we  will  start 
working  on  pan¬ 
els  for  each  indi¬ 
vidual  alum, 
working  with 
family  and  friends  to  remember  those  who 
have  passed  away.  If  anyone  is  interested  in 
taking  part  in  the  Name’s  Project,  you  can 
come  to  a  Gay/Straight  Alliance  meeting  on 
Wednesdays  after  school  in  room  023,  or 
you  can  contact  Kay  Perdue  in  hr  220  or 
Shauna  Daly  in  hr.  103.  Lest  we  forget... 


It  is  a  symbol  and  a  re¬ 
minder  of  all  of  those  that 
have  been  victims  of  what 
has  been  referred  to  as  the 
plague  if  the  nineties  -  AIDS 
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Student 

Council 

Update 

By  Chinweuba  Uchendu,  I 
Contributing  Writer 


Multi-cultural  Fair 

Come  Experience  New  Cultures 

Are  you  culturally  impaired? 
If  so,  the  Multi-Cultural  Fair  at  Boston 
Latin  School  is  where  you  want  to  be. 
Here  is  the  setup. 

Each  culture  that  will  be 
represented  at  the  Fair  will  have  their 
own  individual  classroom.  In  that 
classroom  that  group  can  display  any 
ethnic  paraphernalia,  such  as  dolls, 
clothing,  currency,  literature.. .etc. 
They  can  play  ethnic  music  and  hold 
small  dance  demonstrations.  Arts  and 
crafts  may  also  be  purchased  in  some 
of  the  rooms. 

In  the  auditorium,  bigger  pro¬ 
duction  dances  will  be  held.  These 
dances  last  between  lOand  30  minutes 
each.  They  will  be  scheduled  for  one 
time  shows,  so  be  sure  not  to  miss  any. 

Finally,  an  ethnic  buffet  of 
diverse  cuisine  will  be  available  for  all 
to  enjoy.  The  buffet  is  covered  in  the 
door  charge.  It  will  be  held  in  the 
Cafeteria  or,  if  the  weather  permits,  in 
the  courtyard. 

The  fair  is  a  way  to  celebrate 
BLS’s  cultural  diversity  and  to  share 
various  cultural  traditions  with  others. 
So  be  a  part  of  this  unique  experience. 

TV  for  a  Dollar 

Many  of  you  have  seen 
numerous  posters  around  the  school 
advertising  a  TV  for  a  Dollar.  No,  it  is 
not  a  joke.  In  an  effort  to  raise  money 
for  a  scholarship  for  two  members  of 
the  Senior  class,  we  are  raffling  a  TV 
for  only  one  dollar.  Hopefully,  this 
scholarship  will  be  annual.  Therefore 
it  is  imperative  that  all  underclassmen 
help  because  you  may  be  that  senior 
receiving  the  award.  All  we  ask  is  that 
each  student  buy  a  ticket  and  support 
the  senior  class.  Remember,  the  more 
tickets  you  buy,  the  greater  your 
chance.  Tickets  can  be  purchased  from 
Chinweuba  Uchendu  in  1 15  or  Melissa 
McClinton  in  room  218.  Thank  you 
for  your  support. 

Curriculum  Update 

There  has  been  recent  hype 
about  the  ineffectiveness  of  the  BPS  to 
prepare  youth.  The  Superintendent 
credits  this  to  the  curriculum  which  he 
believes  is  outdated.  Therefore,  the 
Superintendent  is  making  an  effort  to 
improve  the  Curriculum.  If  anyone 
wants  to  have  an  input  on  the  proposed 
Curriculum  which  may  take  affect  in 
the  year  2000,  please  see  Mallari  Peace 
in  rm.  1 17  for  more  information  or  a 
copy  of  the  proposed  Curriculum .  This 
is  a  chance  for  the  students  to  directly 
influence  the  upcoming  curriculum. 


BLS  Argo,  May  1996 

PIC-up  a  Job! 


By  Sarah  Carter,  III 
Staff  Writer 


As  we  round  the  bend  toward 
summer,  the  idea  of  spending  two  months 
out  of  the  hallowed  corridors  of  BLS  is 
closer  to  becoming  a  reality  with  every 
completed  Trig  assignment.  Two  months  of 
sleeping,  shorts,  swimming,  and  sun  (don’t 
forget  your  sunscreen)  and,  of  course,  dili¬ 
gently  fulfilling  the  demands  of  our  obliga¬ 
tory  booklists  are  barely  but  surely  peeking 
out  from  under  the  cold  blankets  of  winter. 
Hating  to  disrupt  such  a  peaceful,  blatantly 
fanciful  reverie,  we  all  know  (come  on, 
admit  it)  that  the  summer  months  are  a 
valuable  tool  that  enables  a  student  to  pick 
up  vital  job  experience  and/or  to  earn  money 
without  the  time  constraints  imposed  by 
school. 

As  a  student  at  BLS ,  I  had  come  to 
an  understanding  that  the  PIC,  Private 
Industry  Council,  office  was  simply  a  “job 
placement  service.”  The  brochure  given  to 
me  by  Ms.  Chiu ,  career  specialist,  establishes 
that  the  main  service  provided  by  the  PIC 
office  is  not  one  of  “job  placement,”  but  a 


By  Min  Wu,  III 
Staff  Writer 

As  I  sat  next  to  Sandy  Liu,  talking 
to  a  complete  stranger,  I  wondered  what  in 
the  world  can  a  club  about  medicine  do  in 
our  school,  dissect  frogs?  Well,  was  I 
wrong! 

The  most  recent  activity  on  the 
Pre-med  Society  agenda  was  the  resource¬ 
ful  CPR  course  offered  last  April,  taught  to 
the  members  of  the  club  by  Ms.  Saunders. 
The  same  program  was  given  previously,  in 
February,  also  taught  by  Ms.  Saunders. 

Meanwhile,  the  privileged  mem¬ 
bers  of  this  “Future-Doctors”  club  met  at 
occasional  meetings,  discussing  their  fu¬ 
ture  plans,  which  included  tours  of  the 
Museum  of  Science  and  the  Museum  of 
Fine  Arts,  gruesome  blood  donations,  hear¬ 
ing  prestigious  guest-speakers,  and  even  an 
afterschool  trip  to  the  nearby  Dana  Farber 
Institute.  They  alsowatched  a  real-life  op¬ 
eration  on  video  tape,  as  the  surgeon  cut 
away  with  a  scalpel  on  someone’s  stomach. 

Before  I  ended  the  interview  with 
Sandy  Liu,  Club  President,  we  thought  it 
would  be  nice  to  give  some  names.  Here 
goes: 


service  designed  to  help  “to  connect  stu¬ 
dents  with  a  rewarding  and  challenging  work 
experience.”  The  five  main  programs  and 
services  offered  by  the  PIC  office,  as  outlined 
in  its  brochure,  are  as  follows:  Employment 
Skills  and  Development  Workshops,  Career 
Education  and  Exploration  Workshops,  In- 

The  PIC  office  was  simply 
"a  job  placement  service." 


temships  &  Community  Service  Opportu¬ 
nities,  and  the  State  Street  Bank  Summer 
Job  Program. 

Participation  in  the  programs  and 
the  services  provided  by  Ms.  Chiu  in  the 
BLS  PIC  office  is  as  easy  as  following  a 
simple  checklist.  The  Interested,  Well 
Informed,  Student  (hereafter  “IWIS”)  should 
first  read  through  the  brochure  and 
understand  the  goals  of  the  program.  A  PIC 
application,  which  consists  of  personal 
information  pertaining  to  attendance, 
recommendations,  grades,  interests,  skills, 
extra-curricular  activities,  personal  quali- 


Artwork  by  DorothyHoward,  I 


Mark  Knobel,  Vice  President 
Eric  Yip,  Treasurer 
Patrice  Lee,  Secretary 
Mrs.  Phillips,  Faculty  Advisor 
If  anything  else  exciting  happens, 
I’ll  keep  you  updated.  Or  why  don’t  you  just 
join  next  year? 


ties  and  employment  goals,  should  be  com¬ 
pleted.  An  IWIS  should  copy  his  or  her  class 
schedule  and  most  recent  report  card.  A 
copy  of  an  IWIS’  resume  or  completed 
“experience  profile  sheet”  should  also  be 
included;  these  things  should  be  brought  to 
Ms.  Chiu  in  room  133  and  an  interview  will 
be  scheduled. 

The  bulletin  board  and  binders  at 
the  PIC  office  are  simply  bulging  with 
information  sheets  and  applications  in  regard 
to  jobs  and  internships.  Unfortunately,  the 
advertised  deadlines  for  many  of  the  more 
popular  programs  have  already  passed — 
don’t  let  this  discourage  you.  For,  while  the 
March  15th  deadline  of  the  State  Street 
Bank  Summer  Jobs  Program  has  passed,  at 
the  time  of  the  writing  of  this  article, 
applications  were  still  being  accepted.  While 
those  who  had  their  applications  in  on  time 
will  be  given  preference,  there  are  still 
opportunities  available.  And  of  course  it  is 
never  too  early  to  start  planning  for  next 
summer... 

P.S.  The  PIC  office  is  also  a  great  place  to 
get  information  about  after-school  jobs. 

Generations 


By  Sarah  Adams,  I 
Contributing  Writer 


When  applying  to  colleges,  there 
are  three  items  which  impress  admissions 
officials  more  than  anything  else:  Six  years 
of  approbation  with  distinction.  An  SAT 
score  of  1600.  And  community  service. 

Now,  perhaps  your  report  card  elic¬ 
its  more  “eeks”  than  “oohs,“  and  you’re 
striving  to  break  into  triple  digits  on  the 
PSAT’s.  Never  fear.  Community  service 
speaks  volumes  about  an  individual.  It  says 
you’re  caring,  responsible,  and  hardworking. 
And  it's  never  too  late  to  start.  There’s  an 
organization  right  here  at  school  in  which 
you  can  begin  to  help  others.  It’s  called 
Generations. 

Generations  was  founded  in  1991 
by  Boston  Latin -School  student  James 
LaRosa,  class  of  1993,  and  has  since  re¬ 
mained  one  of  the  school’s  most  active 
club’s  -  a  feat  due  largely  to  the  support  of 
faculty  advisor  Mrs.  Hantout.  The  name 
"Generations"  reflects  the  clubs  primary 
goal:  to  provide  a  forum  in  which  students 

.Ik.  if 

volunteer  to  work  with  the  people ,  particu- 
larly  the  elderly  and  the  very  young,  of 
specific  communities. 

Since  its  inception.  Generations 
has  been  active  in  sites  around  the  city, 
including  the  Mary  Murphy  Convalescence 
Home  in  Jamaica  Plain,  Saint  Joseph’s 
Nursing  Home  in  Dorchester,  Boston  City 
Hospital,  and  the  Pine  Street  Inn. 
Highlight’s  from  this  year  include  a  Valen¬ 
tine-making  party  for  residents  of  Children  ’  s 
Hospital  and  an  upcoming  spelling  bee  with 
a  local  nursing  home.  In  addition  to  realiz¬ 
ing  its  objective  of  working  directly  with 
people,  Generations  sponsors  an  annual  toy 
drive  and  partakes  in  the  American  Cancer 
Society’s  daffodil  sale  every  spring. 

Generations  is  not  an  easy  way  to 
pump  up  your  transcript.  It  is  a  club  consist¬ 
ing  of  caring  and  diligent  individuals  who 
recognize  the  importance  of  giving  back  to 
the  community,  and  who  have  a  great  lime 
doing  it.  Join  us. 

If  any  students  are  interested  in 
joining  Generations,  see  Sarah  Adams  in 
homeroom  114. 


Sandy  Liu,  Club  President 


Sam  Allen  Speaks 


Acclaimed  writer,  attorney,  and  professor  Sam  Allen  speaks  to  an  enthu¬ 
siastic  Writing  AP  group  and  eighth  grade  English  class.  Sam  Allen’s 
poem  To  Satch  is  published  in  the  eighth  grade  anthology. 


Pre-Med  Society 
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Accreditation:  The  Final  Chapter 


By  Maria  Dubrowski,  II 
News  Editor 


Seeing  as  certain  city  newspapers 
threw  our  good  name  around,  concerning  the 
results  of  last  October’s  NEASC  accredita¬ 
tion,  I,  your  faithful  and  ever-dutiful  accredi¬ 
tation  reporter,  consider  it  my  job  to  set  the 
record  straight. 

I  know  that  many  of  us  were  ap¬ 
proached  by  fellows  who  somehow  received 
the  impression  that  we  lost  our  accreditation. 
No  such  luck.  Boston  Latin  School  has  not  lost 
its  accreditation  (duh),  nor  is  that  likely  to 
happen  anytime  soot.  I  have  before  me  a  copy 
of  New  England  Association  of  Schools  and 
Colleges  Commission  on  Public  Secondary 
Schools'  Report  of  the  Visiting  Committee,  a 
63-page  report  filled  with  descriptions,  per¬ 
ceptions,  commendations,  and  recommenda- 


Heavy  emphasis  on  rank  and 
extensive  graduation 
requirements  "  do  not  allow 
students  much  flexibility  to 
pursue  electives  in  areas  where 
they  have  high  interest. " 


tions  for  our  school.  In  it,  the  NEASC  informs 
us  that  it  is  the  oldest  of  the  six  regional 
accrediting  agencies  in  New  England  recog¬ 
nized  by  the  US  Secretary  of  Education  “to 
award  initial  or  continued  accreditation.”  Al¬ 
though  the  visiting  committee  felt  that  some  of 
the  information  it  received,  as  well  as  time 
provided  for  review  by  faculty,  was  not  enough, 
they  recognized  BLS ’s  rigorous  self-study  as 
“adequate”  and  an  “accurate  reflection”  of  the 
school’s  adherence  to  the  Standards  of  Ac¬ 
creditation. 

As  I  read  through  the  report,  I  found 
some  interesting  information  about  our  school. 
In  the  ‘93-’94  year,  the  BLS  budget  was  set  at 
$  14.6  million  (Local  real  estate  taxes  =  53.6%, 
state  revenues  =  37.3%,  federal  revenues  = 
9.1%.)  The  per  pupil  average  expenditure  for 
Massachusetts  is  $5,330,  but  for  BLS  it  is  only 
$5,089,  with  student  per  capita  operating  ex¬ 
pense  allocations  equaling  $61  for  7th  and  8th 
graders,  $7 1  for  9th  through  1 2th  graders.  The 
NEASC  recognized  the  fact  that  BLS  “does 
not  receive  adequate  funding  from  its  main 
governing  body  to  run  its  academic,  athletic, 
and  social  programs  at  a  level  to  achieve  its 
stated  purpose.”  Therefore,  they  praise  the 
fund-raising  activities  of  the  school  commu¬ 
nity. 

The  following  is  a  brief  overview  of 
the  commendations  and  recommendations 
made  by  the  visiting  committee  in  the  catego¬ 
ries  of  the  10  Standards  for  Accreditation: 

•  Statement  of  Purpose  (posted  on  bulletin 
boards  at  the  school) 

Here  BLS  ’  hard  work  in  recognizing 
its  priorities,  BLS’  commitment  to  academic 
excellence,  and  the  7th  and  8th  grade  G.E.M. 
and  Connections  programs  were  praised. 
NEASC  wants  us  to  make  sure  that  we  stick  to 
our  Statement  of  Purpose  by  integrating  tech¬ 
nology  into  the  classroom  to  meld  the  tradi¬ 
tional  and  the  modem,  especially  in  the  high 
school  grades,  where  such  a  combination  seems 
to  be  lacking. 

•  Curriculum  and  Instruction 

Did  you  know  that  you  must  score  at 
least  a  64  on  the  Degrees  of  Reading  Power 
(DRP)  test  in  order  to  graduate?  The  DRP  and 
other  graduation  requirements  were  reported 
to  the  visiting  committee,  who  in  turn  evalu¬ 
ated  teaching,  scheduling,  courses,  and  assess¬ 
ment  opportunities.  They  concluded  that  par¬ 
ents,  students,  administration,  and  faculty  need 
to  spend  more  time  reviewing  and  developing 
the  curriculum,  as  well  as  developing  new 


strategies  for  teaching  that  would  encourage 
cooperative,  hands-on  learning  and  critical 
thinking.  Once  again  they  emphasized  the 
importance  of  expanding  technology  and  me¬ 
dia  services  for  wider  access  by  students  and 
teachers,  both  of  whom  will  be  trained  for 
proficiency  in  such  areas.  They  also  suggested 
that  writing  port¬ 
folios  be  kept  in 
every  subject 
area  as  a  means 
of  student  assess¬ 
ment. 

Ironi¬ 
cally,  the  visiting 
committee  asked 
BLS  to  “assess 
current  proce¬ 
dures  used  to  de¬ 
termine  class 
rank  in  order  to 

facilitate  expanded  course  selection  opportu¬ 
nities  for  students.”  Sound  familiar?  Heavy 
emphasis  on  rank  and  extensive  graduation 
requirements  “do  not  allow  students  much 
flexibility  to  pursue  electives  in  areas  where 
they  have  high  interest,”  they  noted.  (Amen  to 
that ! )  BLS  needs  more  equipment  for  physical 
education,  and  art  and  music  should  receive 
more  emphasis  in  the  course  of  studies.  Fi¬ 
nally,  more  student  work  needs  be  displayed 
because,  concluded  the  visiting  committee, 
“generally,  the  school  does  not  reflect  an  at¬ 
mosphere  of  warmth  which  can  be  generated 
from  a  well-designed  curriculum.” 

BLS  was  once  again  commended  for 
the  GEM  and  Connections  programs,  student 
pride  and  self-motivation,  the  expertise  and 
experience  of  the  professional  staff,  the  wide 
variety  of  course  offerings,  art  and  music  pre¬ 
sentations,  parent  participation,  and  (nota  bene) 
the  existence  of  "activity"  periods. 

•  Student  Support  Services 

Caseloads  for  guidance  counselors 
average  1:420  for  grades  7-10  and  1:240  for 
grades  11  and  12  The  NEASC  visiting  com¬ 
mittee  wants  to  strengthen  student  support 


Our  bathrooms  are  a  disgrace. 


services  by  lowering  the  student-nurse  and 
student-counselor  ratios  while  making  these 
services  and  others  more  easily  accessible  to 
more  students.  The  visiting  committee  also 
suggested  establishing  computerized  tran¬ 
scripts  and  records  for  guidance  counselors 
and  nurses,  as  well  as  writing  a  guidance 
manual  to  describe  all  programs,  activities, 
and  services  provided  by  the  guidance  staff. 

NEASC  commended  the  high  col¬ 
lege  placement  rate  of  BLS  seniors  as  well  as 
BLS’  extensive  network  of  and  connection 
with  outside  student  support  services. 

•  Library  Technology  and  Media  Services 

The  Boston  School  Department  pro¬ 
vided  $20,000  for  the  library  in  1994,  and  did 
so  again  in  1995.  However,  in  1996  we  re¬ 
ceived  only  $15,000  from  the  school  depart¬ 
ment  and  additional  funding  came  from  par¬ 
ents,  alumni,  and  the  Boston  School  Depart¬ 
ment  Technology  fund.  Unfortunately,  our 
library  is  still  too  small,  with  only  5%  of  the 
student  population  able  to  access  it  on  a  given 
day.  We  have  a  strong  reference  collection 
with  some  access  to  CD-ROM  and  Internet 
reference  materials,  but  our  media  center  is 
severely  deficient.  Its  inadequacies  are  the 
first  problem  we  should  address.  The  visiting 
committee  would  also  like  to  see  library  hours 
extended.  Funding  and  personnel  should  be 
provided  to  properly  catalog  all  available  re¬ 
sources  and  to  teach  students  how  to  access 
these  resources. 

(Attention:  The  visiting  committee 
took  special  notice  of  our  “resourceful”  librar¬ 
ian,  Ms.  McManus.  Thank  you,  Ms.  McManus 
-  we  really  appreciate  your  hard  work  and 
devotion.) 


•  Administration,  Faculty,  and  Support  Staff 

One  of  the  major  criticisms  in  this 
area  is  that  we  lack  organization,  since  there 
exists  no  written  delineation  of  specific  duties 
of  administration  and  faculty.  Also,  some 
“strained  collegiality  and  communication”bc- 
tween  faculty  and  administration  was  noted. 

However,  de¬ 
spite  a  sprinkling 
of  unhealthy  re¬ 
lations,  our  pur¬ 
suit  of  high  ideas 
and  ideals  are 
commended,  as 
well  as  Mr. 
Contompasis’ 
own  intense  be¬ 
hind-the-scenes 
work  on  solicit¬ 
ing  funds. 
Thanks,  Mr.  C! 

•  School  Facilities 

Oh  my...  Where  to  begin?  “Although 
the  building  is  in  good  general  repair...” 

1)  we  are  choking  from  insufficient  ventila¬ 
tion, 

2)  the  floor-mounted  electrical  outlets  are  haz¬ 
ardous  in  the  library  and  science  labs, 

3)  our  fuzzy  intercom  system  is  inefficient, 

4)  our  telephone  system  is  inadequate, 

5)  our  classrooms  should  be  cleaned  more 
often,  and 

6)  surprise,  surprise!  Our  bathrooms  are  a 
disgrace. 

The  limited  number  of  classrooms, 
large  class  sizes,  and  limited  music  and  art 

"Students  are  valued  as 
individuals  and  and 
commended  for  their  aca¬ 
demic,  cocurricular,  and 
extracurricular  endeavors.... " 

facilities  are  of  increasing  general  concern. 

•  Community  Support  and  Involvement 

As  I  stated  before,  our  school  has  a 
large  network  of  student  support  services,  but 
the  only  problem  is  that  no  one  seems  to  know 
about  them.  We  have  partnerships  with  Boston 
University  and  State  Street  Bank,  to  name  a 
few;  and  Children’s  Hospital,  Harvard  Medi¬ 
cal  School,  Boston  City  Hospital,  and  the 
Judge  Baker  Clinic  provide  in-service  assis¬ 
tance  for  faculty.  NEASC  would  like  to  see 
this  information  somehow  distributed  through¬ 
out  the  school  community.  We  should  also 
continue  to  support  our  School  Site  Council 
and  other  Latin  School  volunteer  groups. 

•  Financial  Support!!! 

Out  of  our  $14.6  million  dollar  bud¬ 
get,  only  $170,000  comes  from  the  school 
department  this  year.  Our  school  department  is 
either  really  poor  or  they  are  using  their  money 
extremely  imprudently.  In  1994,  the  Boston 
public  school  per  pupil  expediture  for  regular 
education  was  significantly  lower  than  the 
state  average  -  $1,841  lower,  to  be  exact.  It  is 
only  thanks  to  our  partnerships,  the  BLS  Foun¬ 
dation,  the  BLS  Home  and  School  Associa¬ 
tion,  and,  of  course,  alumni  donations  that  we 
have  money  to  maintian  our  school’s  “tradi¬ 
tion  of  academic  excellence.” 

What  can  I  say  that  has  not  already 
been  said  by  hundreds  of  different  people?  We 
need  money.  Education  is  not  cheap.  We  have 
books  in  our  backpacks  that  are  rotting  from 
having  been  in  circulation  for  too  long.  Our 
media  center  is  practically  nonexistent  and  our 
technology  is  not  nearly  sufficient  for  such  a 
large  school  entering  the  twenty-first  century. 
I  know  teachers  who  have  to  dig  into  their  own 
pockets  for  additional  teaching  materials.  This 
all  at  The  Latin  School.  Fortunately,  the  one 
area  in  which  we  seem  to  have  adequate  finan¬ 
cial  support  is  that  of  scholarships  and  awards 
for  graduating  seniors.  (Finally  all  these  years 
of  toil  pay  off!)  NEASC  commended  us  on  that 


issue,  as  well  as  for  our  plethora  of  “creative” 
fundraising  techniques. 

•  School  Climate 

“...Some  inconsistency  occurs  in  fac¬ 
ulty  allocation  and  student  accumulation  of 
demerits.  Overall,  however,  the  system  for 
handling  discipline  works  in  an  effective  man¬ 
ner...  Healthy  relationships  between  faculty 
and  students  are  evident.  Students  are  valued 
as  individuals  and  commended  for  their  aca¬ 
demic,  cocurricular,  and  extracurricular  en¬ 
deavors...  Parents  and  members  of  the  com¬ 
munity  feel  comfortable  and  accepted  at  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  School...  In  summary,  the  school 
climate  at  Boston  Latin  School  is  safe  and 
orderly.” 

A  shining  review  from  the  accredita¬ 
tion  team,  as  quoted  from  the  section  labeled 
“Perceptions”  in  the  “School  Climate”  chap¬ 
ter.  They  do  perceive  that  most  everything 
about  out  school  climate  is  acceptable,  al¬ 
though  they  would  like  to  see  the  attrition  rate 
of  minority  students  in  grades  7  and  8  de¬ 
creased. 

•  Assessmentof Student  Learning  and  School 
Performance 

Last  year,  I  was  on  the  committee 
responsible  for  reviewing  BLS  assessment 
regulations.  As  we  were  filling  out  the  NEASC 
documents,  we  realized  that  BLS  doesn’t  have 
a  formal,  uniform  system  of  assessment  for  all 
its  students.  Besides  relying  on  scores  from 
standardized  tests  such  as  the  MAT  (now  re- 

NEASC  simply  wants  to  see 
Latin  School  make  a  smooth 
entry  into  the  twenty  first 
century. 

placed  by  the  Stanford  Achievement  Tests), 
the  DRP,  the  PSAT,  the  SAT  I  and  II,  and  the 
AP  exams,  few  other  efforts  are  made  to  keep 
track  of  student  progress  at  Latin  School. 
NEASC  would  like  to  see  BLS  establish  stan¬ 
dards  in  all  departments  by  which  to  judge 
student  learning.  They  liked  the  idea  of  written 
portfolios,  such  as  the  ones  kept  in  AP  Writing. 
Perhaps  these  portfolios  would  help  the  fac¬ 
ulty  keep  track  of  its  students  during  their 
careers  at  Latin.  NEASC  also  wants  BLS  to 
find  out  about  its  students  before  they  enter 
and  after  they  leave  the  school.  As  we  all 
know,  transitions  from  school  to  school  can  be 
difficult,  especially  where  BLS  is  involved. 

As  you  can  see,  Boston  Latin’s  “Ac¬ 
creditation  Woes”  are  not  unmanageable, 
nor  are  they  ridiculous.  NEASC  simply  wants 
to  see  Latin  School  make  a  smooth  entry  into 
the  twenty-first  century.  The  school  has  al¬ 
ready  begun  to  address  some  of  the  problems 
noted  by  the  accreditation  team.  As  you  may 
have  noticed  from  the  occasional  blasts  of  cold 
air,  windows  all  over  the  school  are  kept  open 
to  ensure  proper  ventilation.  Also,  I  have 
noticed  that  my  language  teachers  have  begun 
assigning  more  written  compositions  for  class 
portfolios.  We  will  submit  Two-  and  Five- 
Year  Progress  Reports  to  NEASC  before  our 
next  accreditation  (which  will  be  in  ten  years) 
to  let  them  know  how  our  adjustments  are 
coming  along.  In  the  meantime,  a  little  coop¬ 
eration  and  a  lot  of  money  are  needed  to  ensure 
that  BLS  keep  up  its  tradition  of  academic 
excellence. 

And  now  I,  your  faithful  accredita¬ 
tion  reporter,  after  having  read  the  63-page  oh- 
so-informative  accreditation  report  cover  to 
cover,  sign  off.  If  you  have  any  questions,  your 
local  library  should  have  a  copy  of  New  En¬ 
gland  Association  of  Schools  and  Colleges 
Commission  on  Public  Secondary  Schools' 
Report  of  the  Visiting  Committee.  If  the  docu¬ 
ment  is  not  available,  call  the  school.  The 
accreditation  report  is  a  public  document  and 
should  be  made  available  for  viewing  by  the 
entire  school  community.  Enjoy! 
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BLS  Argo,  May  1996 


Forum  Question 


Has  you  health  been 
affected  by  BLS  ’  poor 
air  quality? 


Although 
BLS’  poor  air 
quality  could 
be  partly 
responsible  for 
the  nausea  and 
fatigue  which  I 
experience 
-  Julie  Baecker,  1  regularly  in  my 
classes,  I  am  certain  that  a  lack  of 
intellectual  stim  ulation  is  the  main  factor. 


_ l _ X 

-  Joshua  Grant,  II 


Yes, 
I  believe  I’ve 
been 
experiencing 
light 
headedness, 
fainting,  and 
constant 
vomiting.  Iam 
very  upset. 


Well,  I  have 
been  regularly 
having  asthma 
attacks  much 
more 
frequently 
than  usual. 


-  Ebony  Lynnette  Green,  III 


Indeed  it  has.  I 
experience 
dizzy  spells 
and  am 
constantly 
more  tired  than 
usual.  I  also 
sometimes  get 
-  Dwayne  Dahlbeck,  IV  headaches. 


No.  I 

JnSHB  ||jj  think 

[discussion  of] 
this  thing  has 
gone  way  too 
far  because 
while  carbon 
dioxide  could 
-David Esposito,  V  be  harmful, 

people  breathe  it  out  naturally  anyway. 


N  o  t 
really,  but 
once  I  went 
home  about  a 
month  ago 
with  a 

headache and  a 
stomach  ache, 
-  Erin  Burke,  VI  plus  I  threw  up 

twice.  I  don’t  know  if  it  was  the  air  or 
just  a  virus.  It’s  not  very  comforting  to 
know  that  it  might  have  been  the  air  that 
I  breathe  five  times  a  week. 


The  above  students  were 
randomly  chosen.  They  do 
not  necessarily  express 
the  ideas  of  the  Argo. 


ME 


Matthew  O'Malley,  II 
Collating  Editor 

Curfews  promote  discipline,  struc¬ 
ture,  and  responsibility,  and  add  meaning 
to  young  people's  lives.  If  implemented, 
curfews  would  create  a  safe  atmosphere  as 
well  as  enhance  general  welfare. 

A  proposed  curfew  system  might 
be  as  follows:  Young  people  between  the 
ages  of  13  and  15  would  be  required  to  be 
off  the  streets  by  11:00  pm;  16-18yearolds 
would  be  required  to  be  inside  by  1 2:00  am. 
This  sytem  is  quite  reasonable  and  has  no 
feasible  drawbacks. 

One  may  argue  that  this  proposed 
system  is  restricting  personal  liberty;  how¬ 
ever,  one  must  keep  in  mind  all  of  the 
positive  contributions  it  will  make  to  soci¬ 
ety.  The  crime  rate  will  decrease.  Children 
will  be  more  apt  to  stay  out  of  trouble. 
Parents  will  feel  more  at  ease.  Family  val¬ 
ues  will  strengthen.  The  list  is  infinite. 

We  need  not  worry,  for  we  will 
not  suffer.  We  can  still  hang  around  with 
friends,  but  we  will  just  be  in  a  more  re¬ 
laxed  and  controlled  atmosphere.  Every¬ 
body  wins! 

Curfews  will  do  nothing  but  add 
to  our  great  society.  They  will  help  us 
flourish  and  prosper,  for  this  generation 
will  learn  responsibilty  and  structure. 


By  Elizabeth  Greenwood,  II 
Copy  Editor 

The  government  says  that  when 
you  are  fifteen,  you  can  work.  When  you  are 
sixteen,  you  can  drive  a  car.  When  you  are 
eighteen,  you  can  vote.  However,  there  are 
towns  in  this  country  which  have  imposed 
teen  curfews,  stating  that  while  you  are  a 
teenager,  whatever  other  legal  rights  you 
have,  you  cannot  be  on  the  streets  after  a 
certain  hour.  Most  teenagers  have  experi¬ 
enced  parental  curfews.  While  I  concede 
that  these  can  be  irritating,  generally  parents 
impose  curfews  because  they  fear  for  your 
safety.  Local  curfews  also  express  fear,  but 
fear  of  a  different  kind.  These  curfews  show 
that  many  people  in  this  country  fear  teenag¬ 
ers  simply  because  they  are  teenagers.  A 
curfew  is  not  only  an  insulting  violation  of 
civil  rights,  it  is  also  counterproductive. 
There  are  plenty  of  teenagers  who  are  out  at 
night  for  reasons  other  than  mugging  inno¬ 
cent  civilians.  We  are  in  training  for  adult¬ 
hood;  learning  how  to  make  decisions  and 
conduct  ourselves  without  adult  supervi¬ 
sion  is  an  important  part  of  growing  up.  For 
every  teenager  who  is  out  at  night  only  to 
make  trouble,  there  are  several  others  who 
are  not  causing  any  harm.  Some  even  have 
jobs  which  keep  them  out  until  late  at  night. 
To  restrict  the  movements  of  all  teenagers 
based  on  the  irresponsible  actions  of  a  few  is 
reactionary  and  disturbing.  Is  our  country 
willing  to  fight  crime  with  policies  based  on 
blind  fear  and  hatred? 

Proponents  of  curfews  insist  that 
the  curfews  are  not  civil  rights  violations; 
they  are  simply  measures  taken  to  assure  the 
safety  of  both  the  general  public  and  the 
teenagers  themselves.  According  to  these 
upporters,  there  is  no  reason  for  a  group  of 
teenagers  to  be  hanging  out  at  eleven  or 
twelve  o’clock  at  night  I  agree  that  there  are 
teenagers  who  are  out  beyond  a  reasonable 
hour;  I  concede  that  the  majority  of  teenag¬ 
ers  standing  on  street  comers  are  not  partici¬ 
pating  in  mentally  stimulating,  intellectual 
discussions.  However,  I  find  it  offensive 
that  people  would  make  such  sweeping 
generalizations.  Some  supporters  point  to 
statistics  showing  that  teenagers  as  a  group 


are  more  likely  to  commit  crimes.  I  wonder 
if,  presented  with  statistics  showing  that 
white  suburban  family  men  between  the 
ages  of  thirty  and  fifty  were  more  likely  to 
commit  crimes,  the  public  would  be  as 
eager  to  restrict  the  movements  of  that 
group.  Teenagers  unfortunately,  are  very 
easy  to  exploit.  They  make  a  wonderful 
target:  almost  every  adult  has  at  least  one 
experience  with  a  rude,  dangerous,  or  re¬ 
bellious  teenager,  and  most  importantly, 
teenagers  cannot  vote.  While  white  subur¬ 
ban  men  between  the  ages  of  thirty  and 
fifty  would  have  political  power  to  remove 
a  restriction  on  their  movements,  teenag¬ 
ers  have  reached  the  age  where  they  are 
politically  aware,  but  they  are  kept  from 
being  politically  active.  The  idea  of  mak¬ 
ing  sweeping  legislation  against  a  group 
with  no  voice  in  the  government  is  truly 
frightening. 

There  are  those  who  say  teenag¬ 
ers  out  too  late  are  only  putting  themselves 
in  danger;  a  curfew  would  protect  them  as 
much  as  members  of  the  general  public. 
Again,  I  do  not  deny  that  dangerous  teen¬ 
agers  exist.  However,  it  mystifies  me  that 
the  hordes  of  policemen  that  will  appear  to 
enforce  the  curfew  are  unable  to  do  any¬ 
thing  now  to  stop  the  teenagers  who  are 
doing  something  illegal.  It  seems  illogical 
to  suppose  that  policing  the  entire  teenage 
population  of  a  city  or  town  is  easier  or 
more  efficient  than  policing  only  teenag¬ 
ers  who  are  getting  in  trouble.  Besides, 
how  many  laws  which  violate  civil  rights 
have  begun  with  an  insistence  that  the 
oppressors  are  only  “protecting”  the  op¬ 
pressed? 

There  are  towns  which  have  en¬ 
acted  curfews  for  their  teenage  population, 
and  perhaps  in  a  few  years  they  will  be  able 
to  point  proudly  at  lowered  crime  rates. 
B  ut  at  what  price?  Local  curfews  are  based 
completely  on  fear.  How  will  teenagers 
who  have  been  feared  and  restricted  react 
when  they  reach  eighteen?  The  citizens  of 
the  town  may  feel  a  little  safer  as  they  walk 
home  at  night,  but  fear  for  civil  rights 
should  be  stronger  than  nervousness  at 
some  rowdy  teenagers  on  the  street  comer. 


Clothe  the  School 


School  Uniforms 
By  Talia  Whyte,  III 

Pretty  soon,  public  school  students 
might  be  wearing  more  conservative  attire 
to  class.  President  Clinton  issued  a  notice  to 
the  Department  of  Education  in  Feb¬ 
ruary  stating  that  they  have  to  send 
information  about  student  uniforms 
to  every  school  district  in  the  nation. 

This  is  the  latest  attempt  to  rescue 
children  from  senseless  acts  of  vio¬ 
lence  in  school  and  help  them  be  more 
focused  on  their  studies. 

Reports  from  last  year  indi¬ 
cate  that  there  is  a  surge  in  crime  on 
school  premises.  More  and  more  kids 
are  shooting  and  stabbing  each  other 
over  pieces  of  expensive  garments. 
Butcould  uniforms  curb  school  crime, 
let  alone  terminate  it? 

Even  though  it  was  proven 
in  the  Manual  on  School  Uniforms,  a 
report  published  by  the  U.S.  Department  of 
Education,  that  the  behavior  of  students  in 
schools  where  uniforms  are  either  manda¬ 
tory  or  voluntary  has  changed,  this  doesn’t 
exactly  mean  that  the  crime  wave  is  going  to 
stop.  Boys  would  be  brawling  over  clip-on 
ties  and  girls  would  get  in  cat-fights  over 


who  has  the  best  looking  knee-highs. 

However,  there  are  a  few  good 
reasons  why  I  would  agree  to  have  uni¬ 
forms.  One  is  that  uniforms  are  financially 
a  lighter  burden  on  parents.  It  would  be 
cheaper  to  purchase  a  couple  of  uniforms 


than  it  would  be  to  get  a  shirt  at  the  Gap. 
Uniforms  would  probably  be  beneficial  to 
students  as  well.  Now,  you  know  that  some¬ 
times  you  get  up  late  (okay,  very  late)  for 
school,  and  you  wouldn’t  have  to  worry 
about  finding  something  half-way  decent  to 
wear.  Uniforms  come  in  handy  for  these 


reasons. 

When  you  look  at  the  situation, 
school  uniforms  don’t  really  look  that  bad. 
In  some  communities,  such  as  Lawrence, 
the  students  are  given  the  privilege  of  de¬ 
signing  the  uniform  that  they  will  wear.  But 
there  are  a  lot  of  students  that  totally 
oppose  the  whole  idea.  They  say  that 
their  freedom  of  expression  or  their 
religious  rights  are  being  narrowed 
by  some  of  the  new  regulations.  Stu¬ 
dents  need  to  understand  that  the  rea¬ 
son  the  government  wants  to  enforce 
dress  codes  in  schools  is  not  because 
they  don’t  want  students  to  express 
themselves.  As  a  matter  of  fact,  most 
administrators  like  to  know  that  they 
had  something  to  do  with  the  devel¬ 
opment  of  a  child’s  way  of  thinking. 
One  of  the  main  factors  for  bringing 
uniforms  to  the  schools  is  to  help 
students  to  concentrate  on  school 
work,  instead  of  looking  at  that  fel¬ 
low  classmate  with  a  picture  of  a  naked 
person  on  his  shirt  You  have  to  admit  that 
there  are  a  few  people  who  are  distracting. 

No  matter  what  anybody  thinks 
about  this  issue,  it  will  take  a  long  time  to  get 
uniforms  into  all  public  schools.  It’s  going 
to  be  a  debate  for  a  very  long  time. 


BLS  Argo,  May  1996 


7 


Letter-to-the-Editor 


In  the  March  issue  of  the 
Argo,  I  read  an  article  about  AIDS 
and  sex  education  written  by  a 
teacher,  Mr.  O’Malley.  He  stated 
that  students  would  be  better  off 
with  no  advice  and  information  at 
all.  He  felt  that  teenagers  would 
be  better  off  with  no  advice  at  all 
because  perhaps  advice  would 
encourage  us  to  jump  into  sex. 
Mr.  O’Malley ,  asa  teacher,  should 
know  that  the  proper  way  to  raise 
children  is  to  educate  them  with 
facts  and  not  to  shield  them  from 
the  real  world. 

The  purpose  of  AIDS 
hotlines  is  to  educate  and  inform 
about  AIDS  and  AIDS  prevention. 
They  tell  callers  the  consequences 
of  having  sex  and  what  they  could 
get  themselves  into.  All  hotlines 
stress  abstinence  as  the  number 
one  way  to  prevent  STD’s  and 
pregnancy.  Teens  would  not  be 
better  off  with  no  advice. 
Educating  teens  about  sex  is  like 
educating  them  about  drugs, 
alcohol,  and  tobacco.  They  are 
not  encouraged  into  sex.  Not 
educating  teens  about  sex  would 
make  them  ignorant  of  the 
dangerous  results.  We  cannot 
shelter  children  from  things  that 
are  not  considered  pleasant. 
Sooner  or  later  they  will  be 
confronted  with  it.  But  educating 
children  will  prepare  them,  so  that 


when  they  are  confronted  with  it, 
they  will  be  wise  enough  to  make 
their  own  decisions  and  the 
decision  best  for  them. 

Mr.  O’Malley  also  put 
down  condom  companies  by 
calling  them  “evil  organizations 
that  make  huge  profits  on  the 
conduct  (sex)  they  encourage.” 
These  companies  have  probably 
saved  many  lives.  Would  the 
world  be  a  better  place  without 
condoms?  Putting  down 
companies  that  manufacture 
condoms  is  like  putting  down 
companies  that  manufacture 
bullet  proof  vests.  Do  bullet  proof 
vests  “encourage”  shooting  and 
gang  violence?  Individuals  do  not 
get  involved  with  guns  because 
they  have  a  bullet  proof  vest 
Likewise,  they  do  not  have  sex 
because  they  have  a  condom. 

A  world  without 
hotlines  and  condoms  would  not 
eliminate  AIDS,  STD’s,  teen 
pregnancies,  or  sex  among 
minors.  It  would  just  be  a  world 
with  some  problems.  Teens  need 
to  be  educated  with  the  facts.  But 
teens  would  be  ignorant  and 
confused  because  they  do  not 
know  the  facts  and  cannot  make 
the  right  decision. 

Sincerely, 

Feng  Yuan  Xu,  IV 


Commentary 


By  Michael  Tumposky,  II 
Staff  Writer 


Just  when  you  thought  it 
was  safe,  Mr.  O’Malley  has 
returned,  striking  us  again  with 
his  preacher-  like,  Buchananesque 
dogma  on  how  today’s  teenagers 
should  lead  their  lives.  Now,  I’ve 
met  a  cynic  or  two  in  my  day,  but 
this  is  ridiculous.  For  Mr. 
O’Malley  to  suggest  that  the 
condom  companies  conspire  to 
promote  sex  so  they  can  increase 
their  profits  is  offensive  and  just 
plain  wrong.  The  only  ads  for 
condoms  regularly  displayed  are 
those  shown  by  the  Department  of 
Public  Health,  which  would  have 
no  interest  in  promoting  sex.  In 
fact,  each  ad  ends  with 
“Abstinence  is  safest;  but  if  you’re 
going  to  have  sex,  use  a  condom.” 


who  run  a  hotline  and  two  board 
members  of  a  condom  company. 

Hotline  Guy:  Are  the  Lifestyles 
people  here  yet? 

Other  Hotline  Guy:  I  don'  tknow. 
Do  you  have  the  figures? 

Hotline  Guy:  Yes.  The  percent¬ 
age  of  teenagers  with  AIDS  has 
grown  by  10%  in  the  past  two 
years. 

Other  Hotline  Guy:  That's  great! 
That  means  more  moo  la  for  us 
low-lifes  who  run  these  non¬ 
profit  hotlines. 

(Condom  guys  enter) 

Condom  Guy:  Guess  what, 
gentlemen!  Through  all  our  ag¬ 
gressive  advertising  campaigns, 
we  have  successfully  raised  the 


Hotline  Guy:  And  remember,  our 
goal  for  next  year  is  to  make  AIDS 
the  leading  cause  of  death 
among  people  ages  15-24.  'Cuz 
you  know  what  that  means. 

All:  More  people  calling  hot  lines 
for  advice,  more  people  buying 
condoms,  and  more  cash  for  us. 
HA!  HA!  HA! 

At  the  end  of  his  letter, 
Mr.  O’Malley  suggests  that 
“young  people  should  lead  lives 
of  purity,  self-control,  and 
discipline,”  and  that  we  must  pray. 
My  stomach  churned  when  I  read 
that  portion  of  the  letter.  To  think 
that  someone  who  is  openly 
homophobic  can  try  to  pass 
himself  off  as  the  voice  of  morality 
and  reason  is  very  alarming  to 
me.  Perhaps  Mr.  O’Malley  should 
examine  his  own  set  of  morals 
and  avoid  preaching  to  others 
about  theirs. 

The  promotion  of 
condoms  is  a  crucial  part  of  any 
program  whose  goal  is  to  reduce 
STD’sand  unwanted  pregnancies. 
Furthermore,  I  believe  that  their 
distribution  should  become  a  part 
of  the  somewhat  mediocre  Health 
Ed.  curriculum  at  BLS.  (Two 
weeks  on  the  endocrine  system?) 
People  might  argue  that  their 
distribution  encourages  kids  to 
have  sex.  Maybe  it  does,  but  to 
paraphrase  a  cliche  from  the  legal 
system,  “It’s  better  ten  people 
have  protected  sex  than  one 
transmit  an  STD.” 


...  to  suggest  that  the  condom  companies 
conspire  to  promote  sex  so  they  can  increase 
their  profits  is  offensive  and  just  plain 
wrong 


In  addition,  reliable 
condoms  have  been  around  since 
the  1920’sand  the  idea  of  condoms 
has  been  around  for  about  200 
years,  long  before  the  news  media 
marketed  anything.  In  fact,  George 
Washington  himself  is  said  to  have 
used  them,  and  probably  would 
have  been  a  founding  father  of 
many  had  he  not 

Mr.  O’Malley  also 
suggested  that  1-800  hotlines  “are 
like  the  sirens  of  Mythology  who 
lured  sailors  to  their  deaths.”  I  can 
just  imagine  a  typical  back  room 
conversation  between  two  people 


percentage  of  sexually  active 
teenagers! 

Other  Condom  Guy  :  All  of  that 
Sex  Ed.  is  doing  wonders  for  our 
profit  margin. 

Hotline  Guy:  Yes!  I  love  it  when 
teenagers  are  sexually  active. 

Other  Hotline  Guy:  You  know 
what  this  means,  guys.  More 
people  with  STD's,  more  un¬ 
wanted  pregnancies,  and  more 
dough  for  us. 


Health  Classes  Need  Healing 


By  Kristen  Armandt,  III 
Staff  Writer 


Do  you  have  the  Geometry 
homework?  Did  you  hear  about  John 
and  Jill  breaking  up?  These  are  the 
conversations  that  are  heard 
throughout  my  health  class,  and 
mostly  every  other  health  class  in  the 
school.  Health  class  is  a  joke.  A  time 
to  catch  up  on  the  latest  gossip  and 
still  get  an  easy  A.  However  there 
are  some  things  that  this  course 
teaches  that  are  necessary. 

One  year  of  Health  is 
required  to  pass  high  school.  Most 
schools  have  two  years:  one  in  the 
eighth  grade  and  one  in  the  tenth. 
The  eighth  grade  program  should  be 
kept  as  is,  but  the  tenth  grade  agenda 
needs  major  modification.  Why  do 
15-16  year  old  adolescents  need 
instructions  on  how  to  brush  their 
teeth?  If  that  sounds  ridiculous,  that 
is  only  part  of  the  curriculum.  The 
sex  ed.  sector  of  the  program  is 
basically  a  review  of  everything  that 
we  already  know,  and  seldom  does 


any  teacher  go  further  than 
touching  on  STD’s.  There  is  no 
in-depth  look  into  cures  or 
treatment  for  any  disease  or  virus. 
You  get  the  idea. 

I  realize  that  the  stall  of 
health  teachers  is  limited  and  that 
this  outdated  system  is  not  their 
fault  They  need  new  teaching 
materials  and  more  importantly, 
new  ways  of  teaching.  This 


Alyssa  Tang,  II,  Graphic  Arts  Editor 

system  will  never  change  until 
many  people  put  up  a  fight,  and 
few  are  willing. 

Even  though  Health  class 
is  barely  informative,  there  are  still 
some  ignorant  people  who  got  some 
bad  information  when  they  were 
young  and  need  to  be  set  straight. 
Like  all  things  that  need  changing, 
this  will  take  time,  but  until  then  sit 
back  and  try  to  learn  something. 
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To  Jock  or  Not  to  Jock 


Forgotten  Arts 


By  Julie  Natola,  III 
Staff  Writer 

Various  arts  have  been  nurtured  at 
BLS  over  the  years.  A  multitude  of  creative 
activities  and  organizations  have  developed 
and  flourished  since  the 
school’s  founding  in 
1635.  While  the  faculty 
of  BLS  promotes  such 
programs,  much  of  the 
student  body  waives 
opportunities  to 
participate  in  artistic 
endeavors.  Instead  they 
strive  for  membership 
in  the  highly 
“esteemed”  sports 
teams. 

Is  a  student 
wrong  to  believe  that 
one  is  more  respected 
for  his  or  her 
participation  in  a  sport  rather  than  in  the 
drama  club?  The  answer  is  a  very  personal 
one;  it  depends  on  each  student’s  perception 
of  what  a  college  admissions  office  deems 
more  important. 

I  believe  fewer  males  than  females 


compete  with  men  on  all  levels . . .  including 
in  sports. 

Since  Chapter  622  was  enacted  in 
Massachusetts  around  1973,  women  have 
been  involved  to  a  much  greater  extent  in 
sports  activities.  They  have  subscribed  to 


the  notion  that  colleges  prefer  a  well-rounded 
student  Also,  many  women  enjoy  sports  for 
the  sake  of  sports.  To  them,  sports  are  more 
dynamic  and  fulfilling  and,  perhaps  less 
intellectually  challenging. 

It  is  difficult  for  any  student,  male 


Is  a  student  wrong  to  believe  that  one  is  more  respected  for  his 
or  her  participation  in  a  sport  rather  than  in  the  drama  club? 


participate  in  the  arts  at  most  schools.  The 
reason  for  this  may  be  stereotypical.  The 
arts  encompass  drama,  dance,  art,  sculpture, 
music,  literature,  and  many  other  areas.  It 
seems  to  me  that  artistic  appreciation 
throughout  time  has  been  the  domain  of 
women;  males  have  been  involved  in  the 
“macho”  activities,  such  as  sports,  politics, 
and  war.  Intoday’spolitically-correctworld, 
women  are  fighting  for  the  opportunity  to 


or  female,  to  strike  a  balance  between  arts 
and  sports.  Only  a  special  few  can  do  it 
Most  of  us  have  to  commit  one  way  or  the 
other.  The  demands  on  our  time  are 
tremendous.  In  fact,  if  I  were  to  speculate, 
I  would  suppose  the  reason  more  students 
participate  in  sports  than  arts  is  that  sports 
activities  offer  a  physical  release  from  our 
daily  mental  grind. 


By  Sarah  Carter,  III 
Staff  Writer 


When  it  comes  to  the  topic  of  “Arts 
versus  Sports”  at  our  school,  lean  definitely 
say  that  I  am  not  an  impartial  observer,  nor 
do  I  pretend  to  be  an  expert  with  “official 
facts  and  figures.”  I  can  speak  only  from  my 
own  experiences  with  our  string 
department,  and  I  have  come  to 
the  conclusion  that  the  BLS  string 
department  is  lacking  in  many 
ways.  This  department  lacks  not 
enthusiasm  or  spirit,  for  Ms. 

White,  our  “fearless  leader” 
provides  both,  in  excess.  Under 
her  direction,  every  Tuesday  and 
Thursday  Utility  Period,  the  BLS 
string  ensemble,  composed  of 
about  forty  members,  convenes 
within  the  confines  of  0 14 ,  a  room 
half  the  size  of  a  regular 
classroom. 

Try  to  imagine  this  scenario:  forty 
chairs,  forty  instruments  (six  of  which  are 
cellos),  twenty  stands  and  a  piano,  which 
has  a  missing  key  and  useless  pedals,  all 
crammed  into  a  14  by  20  ft  room.  Now  try 
to  imagine  forty  people  sitting  in  all  of  these 
chairs  (six  of  whom  are  cellists)  trying  to 
play  these  instruments.  Every  inch  of  this 
room,  and  the  small  storage,  practice  room 
behind  it,  is  bursting  at  full  capacity,  to  the 
point  that  the  hallway  outside  014  becomes 
a  temporary  cache  for  instrument  cases, 
extra  chairs  (there  are  becoming  fewer  and 
fewer  of  these  each  week)  and  other 
important,  but  space  consuming  furniture, 
like  the  room’s  one  table  and  ancient  music 
organizer.  A  guard  sullenly  stands  over  all 
of  these  objects. 

In  addition  to  all  these  cramped 
space  problems,  the  quality  of  these  “school 


instruments”  has  become  quite  notorious. 
Stories  of  these  violins  “held  together  with 
scotch  tape”  and  the  bi-weekly  collapse  of  at 
least  one  cello  bridge  are  told  frequently, 
tongue  in  cheek,  of  course. 

During  the  recent  accreditation 
process,  we  were  scolded  for  insufficient 
facilities  not  just  in  regard  to  the  Music 


department,  but  also  with  regard  to  the  li¬ 
brary  and  the  Physical  Education  depart¬ 
ment  However,  since  its  last  accreditation, 
in  1985,  only  the  issues  of  the  Phys  Ed 
department  have  been  addressed,  in  the  form 
of  the  new  gym.  Perhaps  the  fabled  “new 
building,”  about  which  I  know  absolutely 
nothing,  will  come  to  be,  as  a  result  of  the 
latest  accreditation  deficiencies. 

I  know  of  no  easy  solutions  to  these 
problems.  The  music  departmentneeds  more 
space  and  more  funding  as  do  many  other 
programs  at  BLS.  I  am  not  ignorant  of  the 
fact  that  for  every  plywood  violin  in  014. 
somewhere  down  the  hall  there  is  a  plastic 
school  clarinet.  One  could  consider  playing 
a  mediocre  instrument  to  be  quite  a  charac¬ 
ter-  building  experience.  Character  is  cer¬ 
tainly  one  thing  which  the  BLS  string  stu¬ 
dents  are  not,  and  never  will  be,  lacking. 


Sarah  Bairstow,  II,  Staff  Artist 


The  Problem  with  "Homophobia" 


By  Maria  Dubrowski,  II 
News  Editor 


Homophobia:  a  fear  of  gays. 

A  fear  of  gays  characterized  by 
hostility  against  and  denial  of  the  homosexual 
lifestyle.  This  attitude  is  seen  by  many  to  be 
one  of  the  worst  problems  facing  America. 

Hetero-conservatophobia:  a  fear 
of a  strict,  conservative ,  moral  code  of  ethics. 

A  fear  of  being  trapped  in  a  stifling 
pseudo-Puritanical  society.  I  think  that  this 
is  the  real  problem  America  is  facing.  After 
considering  the  national  goal  of  wiping  out 
homophobia,  I  realize  that  America  cannot 
begin  to  erase  any  of  her  fears  until  people 
start  listening  to  each  other.  The  reason  we 
have  all  these  fears  and  misconceptions  is 
not  because  we’re  homophobics,  but  because 
we  don’t  take  the  time  to  understand  each 
other. 

For  example,  I  am  not  a 
homophobic.  One  of  my  friends  has  labeled 
me  as  such,  but  I  do  not  fear  gay  people. 
Unfortunately,  I  have  acquired  the  label  of 
“homophobic”  because  I  don’t  condone  the 
gay  lifestyle  and  I  don’t  like  the  indecent 
parts  of  the  Gay  Pride  Parade  that  pass  by 
my  house  every  year.  These  convictions  are 
two  that  I  will  always  stand  by,  but  I  don’t 
understand  what  they  have  to  do  with  my  (or 
with  society’s)  relationship  with 
homosexuals.  I  don’t  discriminate  against 
gays  because  of  their  sexual  orientation.  In 
fact,  I  have  developed  some  wonderful 


friendships  with  my  gay  neighbors.  But  some 
people  seem  to  think  that  because  my  religion 
has  taught  me  that  homosexuality  goes 
against  nature  and  because  I  will  not  tolerate 
rude  sexual  innuendo  from  gays  (I  don’t 
tolerate  it  from  straights,  either),  I 
automatically  shun  gay  people  and  avoid 
their  company.  This  assumption  could  not 
be  further  from  the  truth.  Whatl  have  learned 
is  that  my  place  is  not  to  judge  others;  my 

What  I  have  learned  is  that 
my  place  is  not  to  judge 
others;  my  place  is  to  live 
with  them. 

place  is  to  live  with  them.  And  to  me,  living 
with  them  means  ignoring  their  sexual 
orientation.  What  business  of  mine  is  their 
sexual  preference?  None  -  just  as  I  don’t 
expect  them  to  be  concerned  about  who  I’m 
interested  in. 

I  think  that  a  great  deal  of  young 
America  feels  the  way  I  do.  (Am  I  being  too 
idealistic?)  However,  I  do  know  drop-dead- 
liberals  who  think  that  everyone  must  accept 
the  gay  lifestyle.  With  these  people  is  where 
the  first  major  problem  in  gay-straight 
relations  occurs.  Focusing  on  sexual  aspects 
of  a  relationship  when  they  want  others  not 
to  is  a  contradiction  in  purpose.  They  must 
understand  that  no  one  can  be  forced  to 
accept  anything  (from  Straight  Person  X’s 
bleach-blond  hair  to  Gay  Person  Y’s  sexual 


preference),  and  attacking  others’  beliefs  is 
only  putting  them  on  the  defensive.  This 
done,  hostility  begins  and  we  have  taken  a 
giant  step  backwards  in  gay/straight  rela¬ 
tions. 

Right  now  America  seems  to  be 
divided  between  those  who  accept 
homosexuality  and  those  who  don’t.  We’ve 
identified  this  situation  and  slapped  the  label 
“Homophobia”  on  it.  But  upon  closer 
examination,  I  think  that  one  will  find  a 
whole  group  of  people  like  myself  who  are 
ready  to  accept  gays,  not  their  lifestyle,  if 
only  they  can  be  given  a  chance  to  explain 
themselves.  Love  the  sinner,  hate  the  sin, 
says  the  Bible.  This  rule  is  the  key 
compromise  for  the  two  warring  factions  of 
American  society.  We  are  ready  to  befriend 
our  neighbors,  but  we  will  ignore  their 
bedtime  conquests  as  they  will  ignore  ours. 
We  cannot  possibly  find  their  selections 
agreeable,  just  as  they  dislike  ours  -  SO 

Right  now  America  seems  to 
be  divided  between  those 
who  accept  homosexuality 
and  those  who  don 't. 

TAKE  IT  OR  LEAVE  IT. 

I  realize  that  there  are  still  a  great 
number  of  people  who  will  not  understand, 
nor  be  willing  to  compromise.  There  will 
still  be  liberal-minded  folks  who  insist  that 
everyone  think  of  the  gay  lifestyle  as  OK.  I 


don’t  know  how  to  dissuade  them.  There 
will  also  be  the  religious  conservatives  who 
take  the  Bible’s  word  on  homosexuality’s 
being  a  sin.  I’m  not  sure  I  can  dissuade  them, 
or  even  if  I  want  to,  because  I  myself  don’t 
know  if  homosexuality  is  agenetic  “disorder” 
or  a  learned  behavior.  But  in  dealing  with 
this  question  and  the  question  of  how  to 
accept  gays  without  compromising  my  own 
religious  convictions,  I  have  reached  a 
settlement  that  I  would  like  to  share  with  the 
rest  of  the  religious  world: 

If  homosexuality  is  something  that 
a  person  is  bom  with,  then  it  was  given  to 
them  by  God  and  there  is  no  need  to  fear  it 
However,  if  homosexuality  is  something  that 
people  choose  to  do,  we  must  remember  that 
God  reminds  us  in  the  Bible  not  to  pass 
judgment  on  others,  for  God  will  take  care  of 
that,  too. 

Americans  need  to  learn  to  stop 
making  assumptions  about  each  other,  and 
to  stop  being  so  obsessed  with  controlling 
others’  beliefs.  Liberals  and  conservatives 
need  to  learn  that  acceptance  sometimes 
means  looking  the  other  way,  and  then  they 
will  begin  to  live  in  harmony.  If  gay  people 
and  straight  people  make  the  same 
concessions  and  both  stop  focusing  on 
sexuality  as  a  public  forum,  then  hostility 
will  be  decreased.  I  think  right  now  that  since 
discussions  are  beginning  on  the  classroom 
level,  twenty-first  century  America  will  be  a 
much  more  comfortable  society  for  all  of  us 
to  live  in. 
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For  Our  Listening  Enjoyment 


By  Kate  Fruman,  II 
Layout  Editor 

Boston  Latin  School’s  Music  Night 
is  reputed  to  be  a  great  show,  and  has  done 
well  to  keep  up  this  fame.  This  year’s  pro¬ 
gram,  however,  surpassed  the  previous  ones 
by  far.  Sitting  in  the  front  row,  I  could  see  the 
effort  as  well  as  the  joy  of  those  performing 
on  stage,  and,  for  the  first  time  in  my  BLS 
experience,  I  did  not  want  to  leave  the  school 
when  all  was  over. 


Leonard  Bernstein  would 
have  been  proud  of  the 
performance  given  in  his 
alma  mater  this  Music 
Night. 

Perhaps  the  thing  that  made  this 
Music  Night  so  very  different  from  the  ones 
I’d  been  to  before  was  the  fact  that  I  actually 


had  a  seat  with  a  good  view  of  the  stage.  But 
something  tells  me  that  I  would  have  en¬ 
joyed  the  show  even  from  the  farthest  end  of 
the  tightly  packed  Auditorium.  What  made 
this  night  truly  special  was  the  high  level  of 
professionalism  exibited  by  all  groups  alike, 
from  the  youngest  to  the  most  experienced. 

Before  this  year,  everyone  knew 
what  to  expect.  There  would  always  be 
exceptional  performances  by  the  groups  with 
the  most  experience,  such  as  Show  Choir, 


but  younger  stu¬ 
dents  were  simply 
expected  to  be  cute. 
Just  looking  young 
would  be  enough  to 
pass  the  Sixie  Chou- 
over,  but  they  did  so 
much  more  than  that 
this  year!  They 
showed  that  they 
could  sing  and  per¬ 
form  on  as  profes¬ 
sional  a  level  as  the 
older  students. 

Leonard  Bernstein  would  have 
been  proud  of  the  performance  given  in  his 
alma  mater  this  Music  Night.  The  kids  on 
stage  were  performing  the  music  of  the 
famous  composer  whose  name  finally  found 
its  way  onto  the  honored  wall  of  the  BLS 
auditorium.  And  then  it  dawned  on  me,  and 
probably  not  me  alone,  that  it  is  actually 
worth  my  while  to  go  through  the  hard  work 
of  Boston  Latin  for  the  possibility  of  being 
honored  in  similar  way  some  day. 


A  Picnic  of  Talent 


By  Emily  Grigg-Saito,  V 
Contribuitng  Writer 


Centre  Stage  Drama  Club  will  be 
doing  a  production  of  William  Inge’s  Pi  cnic 
on  June  seventh  and  eighth  at  the  Lesley 
Auditorium  (look  for  times  and  directions 
soon  in  the  hall).  This  is  an  important  play 
that  illustrates  many  parts  of  life  including 
love,  growing  up  and  getting  old. 

The  play  takes  place  on  Labor  Day 
weekend  in  the  joint  backyards  of  two 
middle-aged  widows.  One  house  belongs  to 
Flo  Owens,  who  lives  there  with  her  two 
maturing  daughters,  Madge  and  Millie,  and 
a  border  who  is  a  spinster  school  teacher. 
The  other  house  belongs  to  Helon  Potts, 


who  lives  with  her  elderly  and  invalid  mother. 
Into  this  female  atmosphere  comes  a  young 
man  named  Hal  Carter,  whose  animal  vital¬ 
ity  seriously  upsets  the  entire  group.  Hal  is 
an  interesting  character,  a  child  of  parents 
who  ignored  him,  self-conscious  of  his  fail¬ 
ings  and  his  position  behind  the  eighth  ball. 
Flo  is  wary  of  temptations  for  her  daughters. 
Madge,  bored  with  being  beautiful,  sacri¬ 
fices  her  chances  for  a  wealthy  marriage  for 
the  excitement  Hal  promises.  Her  sister, 
Millie,  finds  her  balance  for  the  first  time 
through  the  stranger’s  brief  attention.  And 
the  spinster  is  stirred  to  make  an  issue  out  of 
the  dangling  courtship  that  has  brightened 
her  life  in  a  dreary,  minor  way. 

A  very  talented  cast,  under  the  di¬ 
rection  of  Katrina  Grigg-Saito,  has  been 


working  very  hard  on  the  production.  They 
will  soon  be  able  to  take  you  through  the 
wonderful  parts  of  Picnic.  This  cast  in¬ 
cludes  Katy  Pierce  (IV)  and  Kay  Perdue 
(III)  who  portray  the  two  sisters  Millie  and 
Madge  Owens  very  realistically.  Melissa 
Wolter-Gustafson  (II)  and  Sam  Graham- 
Felson  (IV)  play  the  mother  and  Hal  Carter, 
respectively.  Other  great  performers  in¬ 
clude  Adrienne  Campbell-Holt,  Michael 
Tumposky,  Beth  Greenwood,  Okiemute 
Emuoyibo,  Olivia  Liff,  Jane  Gurfinkel,  Nina 
Brilliant  and  Ari  McKenna. 

It  is  clear  already  that  this  produc¬ 
tion  of  Picnic  will  be  a  success.  Best  of  luck 
to  the  entire  cast  and  crew  and  especially  to 
the  director.  You  guys  are  great! 


A  Lukewarm 
Perfomance 

By  Karl  Levy,  III 
Contributing  Writer 


Boston  Ballet’s  production  of  “Hot  and  Cool,”  a 
collection  of  fresh  works  by  modem  choreographers,  was  an 
interesting  attempt  to  combine  classical  ballet  with  modem 
music  andwith  costumes  created  by  promising  young  ballet 
designers.  It  consisted  of  three  separate  pieces  that  were  all 
linked  together  by  a  common  theme  of  lively  spontaneous 
energy. 

Set  to  a  jazzy  score,  the  production  begins  with  “By 
the  Homs,”  which  had  a  new  age  pulse.  Though  the  choreog¬ 
raphy  was  dry  and  the  dancers  were  under-rehearsed,  this  piece 
introduced  the  audience  to  the  overlying  theme  for  the  seg¬ 
ments  to  come. 

The  next  number  was  “Nine  Lives,”  which  was  danced 
to  the  music  of  Lyle  Lovett,  a  contemporary  country  western 
singer.  His  music  is  known  as  “Cowboy  Songs”  for  the 
intellectuals.  The  designer  gave  the  outfits  a  Western  flavor 
that  corresponded  with  the  score.  The  dancing  was  tightly 
linked  to  the  theme  of  each  individual  song,  most  of  them  being 
love-oriented  and  some  what  humorous. 

The  performance  ended  with  “Celts,”  a  piece  set  to 
Celtic  music.  It  had  a  tribal  theme  and  the  dancing  was  very 
bold.  This  was  the  afternoon’s  strongest  segment  because  it 
was  the  most  lively.  The  dancing’s  extreme  vivaciousness  was 
quite  engaging  and  was  added  to  by  the  prominent  drum 
dominated  music. 

All  and  all,  the  production  was  an  enjoyable  Sunday 
at  the  Wang  Center,  especially  because  of  its  striking  ending. 
Hopefully  this  will  be  something  the  Boston  Ballet  will  try 
again. 


Carousel 


By  Ingrid  Liff,  IV 
Staff  Writer 

Recently  the  National  Tour  of  Carousel  performed  a 
stunning  revival  at  the  Shubert  Theater  in  Boston.  The  musical, 
first  performed  roughly  fifty  years  ago,  was  revived  in  1994  and 
has  been  playing  both  on  Broadway  and  in  London.  I  wasn’t  alive 
when  Carousel  was  first  brought  to  Broadway,  but  I  can  compare 
the  revival  to  the  movie  version.  While  I  watched  the  revival  I 
noticed  that  a  greater  amount  of  acting  was  being  done,  rather  than 
just  singing  and  dancing;  I  was  impressed  by  the  talent  of  the  cast 
who  acted,  danced,  and  sang  at  the  same  time.  Usually  in  a 
musical  there  is  not  enough  time  to  develop  an  actual  character, 
but  in  Carousel  each  performance  was  unique.  The  relationship 
between  young  and  naive  Julie  Jordan  and  her  worldly,  wise-guy 
husband,  Billy  Bigelow  is  twice  as  intense  and  moving  in  this 
production  then  ever  before.  Also,  the  relationship  between  Julie 
and  her  best  friend  Carrie  is  developed  further.  For  the  first  time, 
we  understand  that  Julie  married  for  love  at  first  sight  while  her 
best  friend  took  the  safer  route  and  married  a  “good  man”  whom 
she  knew  would  always  take  care  of  her. 

The  revival  of  Carousel  has  been  referred  to  as  “revo¬ 
lutionary”  because  it  is  the  first  time  that  Carousel  has  placed 
emphasis  on  the  issue  of  domestic  violence,  which  is  definitely 
lurking  in  the  original  script  and  score.  Past  productions  have 
ignored  the  subject  of  abuse,  but  this  production  uses  the  issue  as 
a  major  plot,  searching  deep  into  Julie  and  Billy’s  minds.  It  is 
always  risky  to  present  a  different  interpretation  of  a  musical 
classic,  but  Carousel  has  turned  out  to  be  a  masterpiece  once 
again. 

Unlike  most  Broadway  productions,  Carousel  does  not 
have  elaborate  sets  or  costumes.  Instead,  the  director  seems  to 
want  all  the  attention  to  be  focused  on  the  issue  at  hand.  All  in  all, 
the  play  was  ten  times  more  exciting  than  the  movie  and  I  loved 
it 


Arts 

Spotlight 


By  Gabriela  Richard, 

Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 


You’ve  seen  him.  He  confidently 
strides  down  the  hallway,  always  greeting 
someone  light-heartedly  with  a  playful  nod 
or  a  vibrant  exclamation,  despite  the  pres¬ 
sures  of  senior  year.  Today,  he  is  sitting  in 
a  cluttered  room  on  the  second  floor, 
nonchalantly  leaning  his  chair  back  into  the 
wall  and  fingering  the  blank  piece  of  paper 
before  him. 

“As  far  as  [he]  can  remember,” 
Jean-Paul  has  been  doing  art  on  his  own.  He 
and  his  brother  both  inherited  this  creative 
talent  from  their  mother’s  side  of  the  fam¬ 
ily.  “I  just  like  doing  this,”  he  says  lightly. 
“I  use  art  to  express  myself ...  With  art  you 
can  do  whatever  you  want  because  it’s  your 
art.”  Art,  to  Jean-Paul,  is  a  tool  for  interpre¬ 
tation,  one  that  can  scratch  away  the  surface 
and  dig  into  the  deeper  substance,  not  the 
facade.  In  other  words,  it’s  his  view  of  the 
inner  meaning,  not  the  exact  analytical  pro¬ 
portions  of  the  object.  “It’s  all  about  inter¬ 
pretation  ...  If  someone  says,  ‘Draw  an 
□range,’  my  orange  isn’t  gonna  come  out 
like  anyone  else’s.  You  just  look  at  it  and 
get  your  own  message.” 

Jean-Paul  doesn’t  feel  that  Latin 
School  has  hindered  his  abilities  because  of 
its  great  Art  A.P.  course,  in  fact,  he  feels 
that  the  Art  program  has  “more  of  an  accent 
■  a  contrast  -  to  how  everything’s  so  aca¬ 
demic,  so  structured.  It’s  ...  a  big  edge  in 
that  whole  structure.  It  breaks  it  up  for 
[him].”  He  finds  the  course  exciting  be¬ 
cause  “it  makes  it  easier  because  you  can 
express  yourself  the  way  you  can’t  in 
classes.”  He  is  extremely  excited  about  the 
program.  “I  love  it,  man,”  he  exclaims, 
enthusiastically  in  his  playful  manner.  It 
shouldn’t  “just  stay  but  expand.  I  can  link 
my  Art  A.P.  to  anything  .  .  .  math.”  He 
explains  that  the  Art  program  doesn’t  only 
help  him  express  himself  but  helps  him  with 
bis  classes,  both  with  the  energy  he  feels 
after  the  class  and  the  new  insight  it  gives  to 
the  world  around  him.  “If  you  don’t  know 
□ne  or  the  other,  you’re  not  really  appreci¬ 
ating  what  you’re  doing.  It’s  always  good  to 
have  something  to  ebrtipare  it  to.” 

In  the  future,  Jean-Paul  plans  on 
studying  communications  at  Boston  Uni¬ 
versity.  He  says  he  plans  on  staying  in 
Boston  because  he’s  “always  lived  in  Bos¬ 
ton  and  it’ll  be  that  much  easier  to  give  to 
the  community.”  One  of  his  goals  is  to  help 
change  some  of  the  inequalities  in  advertis¬ 
ing.  He  also  plans  on  incorporating  art  with 
something  he  can  give  back  to  the  commu¬ 
nity.  . .  maybe  even  art  classes  in  apprecia¬ 
tion  and  interpretation.  “If  you  don’t  under¬ 
stand  how  to  interpret  ...  or  you  don’t 
understand  how  to  express  yourself,  you 
can’t.  If  you  don’t  learn  that,  you’re  just 
drawing,  and  it  doesn’t  mean  anything.” 

His  advice?  “Anybody  can  draw. 
You  don’t  have  to  draw  to  impress  other 
people.  Just  pick  up  a  pencil  and  express 
yourself.  If  you  just  look  through  your 
sketchbook”  and  all  of  the  feelings  housed 
within  your  creations,  “it  helps  you  figure 
out  who  you  are.” 
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Arts 

Spotlight 


By  Gabriela  Richard,  I 
Arts  &  Entertainment  Editor 


You’ve  probably  heard  her 
as  the  first  violinist  in  String  En¬ 
semble,  carefully  weaving  out  the 
melody,  or  as  a  soloist  in  Concert 
Choir,  stunning  audiences  with  her 
elegant  vibrato.  Coming  from  a  mu¬ 
sical  household,  Jun  Yan  Ni  is  em¬ 
phatically  talented.  One  must  won¬ 
der  how  so  much  talent  comes  from  a 
high  school  student,  let  alone  an  ex¬ 
tremely  busy  sal  udatorian.  However, 
despite  her  lack  of  time,  she  has  been 
able  to  participate  in  Concert  Choir 
as  well  as  String  Ensemble,  which 
both  take  place  during  Utility.  In 
spite  of  this,  she  both  sings  and  plays 
beautifully, contributing  faithfully  to 
each  organization. 

An  active  member  of  both 
String  Ensemble  and  Chamber  Play¬ 
ers,  Jun  began  her  violin  playing  at 
the  tender  age  of  four.  Her  father, 
who  has  been  playing  violin  for  “de¬ 
cades,”  strongly  enforced  this  early 
training  and  continues  to  do  so,  not 
only  with  Jun,  but  with  her  two 
younger  siblings,  ages  six  and  seven. 
Though  J  un  has  never  had  any  formal 
voice  training,  her  mother  used  to 
study  colouratoura  singing,  and  is 
still  an  active  singer. 

Presently,  Jun  is  sampling 
with  the  viola.  “I  like  deeper  voices," 
she  says  ardently.  She  emphasizes 
her  passion  for  the  richness  of  deep 
throated  voices  and  bass  instruments. 

Despite  her  tremendous 
ability  in  music,  she  is  extrememly 
humble.  “I  don’t  think  [I  have]  a  bad 
voice,  but  it’ snot  a  really  good  voice,” 
she  says.  Even  though  she  feels  that 
singing  is  more  difficult,  she  also 
believes  it  gives  her,  .  a  great 
feeling  of  accomplishment.  Singing 
helps  me  express  myself  more  than 
violin.  With  singing  I  can  actually 
use  words.”  At  the  same  time,  how¬ 
ever,  she  enjoys  listening  to  and  play¬ 
ing  chamber  music  “as  a  way  to  re¬ 
lax.” 

Even  though  she  enjoys 
singing  Mozart  (“serous,  heavy 
stuff”)  and  playing  Beethoven,  she 
loves  popular  music,  such  as  rock 
and  alternative. 

Despite  her  stoic  exterior 
while  performing,  she  “gets  nervous.” 
Jun  admits  this  honestly,  but  seeing 
this  brillant  performer  in  action,  you ’d 
never  guess. 


A  Fresh  Look  at  Hamlet 


By  Katrina  Grigg-Saito,  II 
Staff  Writer 


Eric  Simonson’s  lively  rendition 
of  Hamlet  opens  with  a  grating  sound,  a  bit 
of  fog,  and  a  blinding  spotlight  drifting  over 
the  unsuspecting  audience.  This  lands  us  in 
the  middle  of  a  castle  in  Denmark  (which 
bears  an  uncanny  resemblance  to  the  White 
House),  among  the  Danish  royal  family,  and 
involves  us  in  the  intrigue,  romance,  be¬ 
trayal,  and  murder  of  Shakespeare’s  most 
famous  play. 


and  strong  flowing  emotion,  Scott  is  able  to 
convey  all  of  the  passion  of  Hamlet,  a  task 
which  so  many  actors  fail  to  accomplish. 

He  conveys  his  love  for  Ophelia 
especially  well,  and  in  the  famous  “Get  thee 
to  a  nunnery”  scene,  their  relationship  is 
most  evident  and  touching.  Ophelia  is  played 
by  Natacha  Roi,  who  wins  our  affections  by 
bringing  depth  to  a  usually  ignored  charac¬ 
ter.  Roi  doesn’t  just  pass  Ophelia  off  as  an 
insane  girl,  but  brings  to  her  a  fresh  and 
original  tragic  quality.  Hamlet’s  relation¬ 
ship  with  his  mother  Gertrude,  portrayed  by 


Scott  manages  to  bring  to  the  part  an 
amazing  physical  energy  which  almost 
excuses  his  speedy  rendition,  and  brings  to 
the  character  of  Hamlet  a  fresh  new  energy. 


Although  almost  three  hours  long, 
the  play  moves  at  a  quick  pace,  almost  too 
quickly  when  it  comes  to  Campbell  Scott’s 
performance  of  Hamlet,  whose  words  have 
a  tendency  to  come  a  little  too  “trippingly  on 
the  tongue.”  He  speeds  through  his  lines 
with  an  awesome  rapidity  which  at  best 
establishes  an  instinctive  train  of  thought, 
but  which  sometimes  leaves  us  confused. 
However,  Scott  manages  to  bring  to  the  part 
an  amazing  physical  energy  which  almost 
excuses  his  speedy  rendition,  and  brings  to 
the  character  of  Hamlet  a  fresh  new  energy. 
He  has  full  control  of  the  physical  aspect  of 
the  role  as  he  reacts  to  the  betrayal  by 
Ophelia  and  makes  fun  of  her  father  Polonius. 
The  audience  feels  his  anguish  at  the  treach¬ 
ery  of  his  uncle  and  mother.  Through  move¬ 
ment,  in-depth  understanding  of  the  text. 


Mary  Beth  Peil, 
is  effective  once 
again  because  of 
Scott’s  physical 
energy.  Peil 
plays  Gertrude 
as  an  astonish¬ 
ingly  real 
woman,  instead  of  the  foolish  and  fickle  bit 
of  fluff  that  she  is  often  passed  off  to  be.  Peil 
managed  to  find  a  perfect  balance  between 
the  royal  Queen  Gertrude  and  the  almost 
pitiful  mother  Gertrude. 

Hamlet’s  other  strong  tie  is  with 
his  loyal  friend  Horatio,  who  should  support 
him  throughout  the  play.  Unfortunately, 
Ren6  Riviera  does  not  bring  enough  strength 
to  Horatio.  Instead  of  a  brilliant  and  support¬ 
ive  friend,  Riviera  shows  us  a  weak,  boring 
Horatio,  and  his  performance  falls  flat. 

Hamlet’s  usurping  uncle-father  is 
played  by  Jordan  Chamey,  who  despite  some 
lapses  into  a  monotone,  brings  to  the  part 
another  unusually  successful  interpretation. 
He  manages  to  show  a  generally  good  man 
who  made  a  mistake,  instead  of  a  hard  core 
villain. 


Simonson  gives  a  new  take  on  an 
old  play  by  bringing  modem  interpretations 
to  Shakespeare’s  words.  His  greatest  suc¬ 
cess  is  the  staging  of  the  scene  between 
Hamlet  and  the  ghost  of  his  father,  played  by 
Jack  Willis.  As  the  ghost  relates  the  tale  of 
his  murder,  Hamlet  feels  the  pain  that  his 


Simonson  gives  a  new  take 
on  an  old  play  by  bringing 
modem  interpretations  to 
Shakespeare's  words. 

father  felt.  Hamlet  feels  the  agony  of  the 
poison  being  poured  slowly  into  his  ear,  and 
cries  out  as  the  poison  invades  his  body.  The 
lighting  designer,  Nancy  Schertto,  plays  a 
huge  part  in  the  production.  Light  seems  to 
shine  down  from  the  heavens  as  a  judgment 
on  different  characters.  The  costumes  are 
from  the  period  of  the  early  1 900’s.  Soldiers 
have  daggers  in  hand,  while  Hamlet  scoots 
about  the  stage  in  bare  feet,  and  Ophelia  and 
Gertrude  glide  through  wearing  gowns  that 
would  suit  the  royal  family.  After  Ophelia 
goes  crazy,  she  shows  her  unswerving  loy¬ 
alty  to  her  father  by  wearing  the  blood¬ 
stained  garb  he  wore  when  he  was  killed. 

The  Huntington  Theatre’s  produc¬ 
tion  of  Hamlet  sheds  a  new  light  in  the 
complex  story  of  Hamlet,  and  fulfilled  my 
expectations  from  the  first  sound  and  flash 
of  light  to  the  last.  This  production  manages 
to  reach  today’s  audiences  with  a  fresh  out¬ 
look,  bringing  a  new  and  different  twist  to 
the  traditional  story  of  Hamlet. 


Just  Not  Jane  Eyre 


By  Shauna  Daly,  II 
Staff  Writer 


Jane  Eyre  by  Charlotte  Bronte  has 
always  been  one  of  those  classic  English 
novels  that  I,  as  well  as  other  cheesy  roman¬ 
tics,  swoon  over.  The  story  of  the  poor,  plain 
Jane  Eyre  and  her  mysterious,  tumultuous 
romance  with  the  rich,  handsome  Edward 
Thomfield  is  wonderfully  idealistic  and 
unrealistic. 

I  went  into  the  new  movie  version 
of  Jane  Eyre  with  high  hopes;  much  of  the 
cast  is  a  conglomeration  of  the  lead  actors 
and  actresses  from  movies  such  as  The  Pi¬ 
ano  (Anna  Paquin),  Persuasion  (Amanda 
Root,  an  excellent  actress),  and  Sense  and 


Too  much  story  was 
sacrificed  in  the  interest  of 
time. 


Sensibility,  whose  roles  are  considerably 
smaller  in  this  made-for  mainstream  movie. 

The  movie  starts  with  an  odd  “this- 
art-is-too-deep-for-me”  scene  of  a  young 
Jane  with  disheveled  hair,  frightened  by 
mirrors.  Okay.  I  could  get  through  this.  As 
you  all  know  (because  I’m  sure  none  of  you 
cheated  and  read  the  Cliff  Notes  for  Jane 
Eyre  in  the  ninth  grade),  the  orphan  Jane 
leaves  the  home  of  her  abusive  aunt  and 


cousins  to  live  at  a  Spartan  religious  girls’ 
school.  This  segment  of  the  movie  was  far 
too  abbreviated.  The  movie-goer  never  re¬ 
ally  understands  why  Jane  is  so  attached  to 
her  friend,  Helen  Bums.  The  producers  left 
out  the  scene  when  Jane  and  Helen  are 
forced  to  walk  in  circles  in  the  pouring  rain 
as  punishment  (which  leads  to  Helen’s 
death),  as  well  as  the  character  of  the  doctor, 
one  of  Jane’s  only  friends.  Jane  leaves 
Lowood  School  ten  years  after  she  arrived  to 
become  a  gov¬ 
erness  at 

Thorn  field 
Hall  for 

Adelle,  the  al¬ 
leged  product 
of  Edward 
Thornfield’s 

tryst  with  a  French  opera  singer.  William 
Hurt  as  the  guarded  and  tormented  Edward 
Thomfield  is  good,  but  the  character  isn  ’  t  as 
dark  as  Bronte  intended  him  to  be.  He’s 
stem,  but  not  dark.  The  tension  between 
Jane  and  Edward  isn’t  there,  and  the  tension 
is  what  makes  the  book  interesting.  A  con¬ 
tributing  factor  to  this  tepid  relationship 
may  have  been  the  adult  Jane.  She  was  just 
there.  It’s  a  mystery  why  Edward  would  get 
engaged  to  such  a  listless,  boring  person. 

One  casting  choice  which  I  thought 
was  excellent  was  that  of  Elle  MacPherson 
in  the  role  of  the  gorgeous,  snobby  woman 
whom  Edward  leads  everyone  to  believe  he 
intends  to  marry. 


Too  much  story  was  sacrificed  in 
the  interest  of  time.  For  example:  Edward’s 
secret,  his  psycho  wife  he’s  been  hiding  in 
the  attic  for  fifteen  years,  bites  a  hole  in  a 
man’s  chest.  Now,  even  though  there  is  a 
house  full  of  guests  and  servants,  only  Jane 
and  Edward  are  awakened  by  her  scream¬ 
ing.  Handy  if  you’re  looking  for  a  short 
movie,  but  really  lame  if  you’re  looking  for 
a  sensible  one. 

I’m  glad  the  studios  are  making 


more  films  based  on  great  books,  but  I  think 
that  if  the  rest  of  the  scripts  they  have  on  the 
table  are  as  poorly  done  as  Jane  Eyre,  they 
shouldn’t  waste  their  time.  However,  if 
you’ve  never  read  the  book,  or  didn’t  like 
the  book,  you  might  enjoy  this  movie.  As 
someone  who  has  read  the  book  and  seen 
other  versions  of  the  movie,  there  is  no  way 
to  avoid  comparisons,  and  this  movie  inevi¬ 
tably  falls  short.  And  if  you’re  in  the  ninth 
grade  and  have  to  read  Jane  Eyre,  don’t  try 
to  save  time  by  watching  this  movie.  Like 
the  movie,  you’ll  fail. 


The  tension  between  Jane  and  Edward  isn't 
there,  and  the  tension  is  what  makes  the  book 

interesting. 
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By  Marinella  Bogaziotis,  I 
Editorial  Board  Associate 


Although  she  ap¬ 
pears  laid-back  and  relaxed, 
Della  Dufresne  leads  a  fast- 
paced,  activity  packed 
lifestyle.  This  rush  is  the  rea¬ 
son  why  Della  enjoys  play¬ 
ing  such  sports  as  Varsity 
Soccer  and  Varsity  Softball, 
in  addition  to  lifeguarding, 
skiing,  and  working  part-time 
at  Flanagan’s  supermarket. 

Della  has  been  play¬ 
ing  Varsity  soccer  since  the 
eleventh  grade.  She  plays  de¬ 
fense,  and  although  she  had 
never  played  before,  she 
made  the  varsity  team  her 
first  year.  Despite  the  thrill 
and  excitement  of  soccer, 
softball  is  her  favorite  sport 
She  basks  in  the  pressure  po¬ 
sition  of  second  baseman .  S  he 
has  been  on  the  Varsity  Team 
since  the  eleventh  grade,  but 
has  been  playing  since  ninth 
grade. 

Besides  two  Varsity 
Sports,  Della  maintains  an 
even  balance  which  has  re¬ 
sulted  in  her  academic 
achievements.  She  is  a  mem¬ 
ber  of  the  National  Honor 
Society,  StudenlLeaders,  and 
the  Ski  Club. 

In  the  fall,  Della  will 
be  attending  Babson  College. 
With  her  inner  drive  to  excel, 
Della  will  always  be  success¬ 
ful  at  all  her  future  endeav¬ 
ors. 


Wolfpack  Baseball  on  the  Mound 


By  Laura  Craven,  III 
Staff  Writer 

The  Varsity  baseball  team 
was  a  young  team  last  year  with  no 
seniors.  This  year  the  team  should 
be  stronger  due  to  the  fact  that 
most  of  the  players  have  already 
had  one  year  of  varsity  experience. 
The  team  finished  last  season  with 
an  overall  record  of  7-1 1,  and  in 
the  Dual  County  League  with  a 
record  of  7-9.  The  players  feel  this 
year’s  record  will  be  better  than 
last  year’s,  with  the  help  of  their 
great  pitching  staff.  The  three  left¬ 
ies  -  senior  Steve  McCabe,  junior 
Erik  Paulino,  and  sophomore  An¬ 
thony  Bemazzani  -  along  with 
righty  juniors  Greg  Leach  and  Tom 
Russell,  and  freshman  Chris 


MacNeil  make  up  one  of  the  stron¬ 
gest  pitching  staffs  the  Wolfpack 
has  had  in  a  while.  Coach  Coleman 
says  the  two  new  pitchers, 
Bemazzani  and  MacNeil,  are  “. . . 
looking  good.  They  pitched  well  in 
the  scrimmage  games.” 

Latin’s  infield  double 
play  combination  will  be  led  by 


scrimmage  games.  They  lost  their 
first  scrimmage  against 
Charlestown,  but  won  their  second 
against  Don  Bosco.  O’Reilly  feels 
that  they  played  more  as  a  team 
against  Don  Bosco,  and  won  be¬ 
cause  of  it  Since  then,  they  have 
won  four  more  scrimmages.  The 
team  worked  hard  to  raise  money 


This  year  the  team  should  be  stronger  due  to 
the  fact  that  most  of  the  players  already  had 
one  year  of  varsity  experience. 


sophomore  shortstop  Will 
Bissonnette  and  second  baseman 
Jason  Burns.  Freshman  Matt 
O’Reilly  is  the  Wolfpack’s  lead- 
off  batter  and  has  hit  well  in  their 


for  a  new  batting  cage.  They  use  it 
regularly  when  they  practice  in  the 
gym.  Sometimes  inclement 
weather  forces  the  Varsity  softball 
and  baseball  teams  indoors.  Lack 


of  practice  space  results  in  both 
teams  having  to  share  the  down¬ 
stairs  gym,  and  the  vigorous  base¬ 
ball  players  are  nice  enough  not  to 
complain  about  the  girls  being 
around! 

The  Wolfpack  carries  a 
team  of  sixteen  players.  Congratu¬ 
lations  to  this  year’s  varsity  team: 
Anthony  Bemazzani,  Will 
Bissonnette,  Jay  Bums,  Derek 
Byrne,  Edinson  Diaz,  Jim 
Hennessey,  Chris  Hurld,  Aras 
Knasas,  Greg  Leach,  Chris 
MacNeil,  Mike  McCabe,  Steven 
McCabe,  Chris  Mullin,  Matt 
O’Reilly,  Erik  Paulino,  and  Tom 
Russell. 

The  team’s  home  games 
are  played  at  Cleveland  Circle. 
Come  and  support  the  team! 


Hockey  Finishes  with  a  Flourish 


By  Laura  Craven,  III 
Staff  Writer 


The  varsity  hockey  team 
finished  their  season  with  a  10-7-4 
record  sending  them  off  to  the  State 
Tournament.  Ranked  seventeenth, 
Latin  was  scheduled  to  play  B  ishop 
Fenwick,  ranked  sixteenth,  at 
Watertown.  Shortly  into  the  game, 
the  Wolfpack’s  first  goal  was 
scored  by  freshman,  Jon  Kearns. 
The  whole  team  played  great  and 
scored  five  more  goals  to  advance 
into  the  finals  with  a  6-3  win  over 
Bishop  Fenwick.  The  other  goals 
were  scored  by  Chris  Swain  (his 
11th  point  of  the  season),  Jim 
Hennessey  (his  12th  point),  Mike 
D’  Amelio  (his  3 1  st  point),  and  two 
by  captain  Scott  Chiaradonna  (his 
22nd  point  of  the  season). 

Their  next  opponent  was 


top  ranked  Danvers.  They  were 
facing  a  big  challenge.  The 
Wolfpack,  however,  despite  the 
game  being  at  Merrimack  College 
in  Andover,  had  a  crowd  of  dedi¬ 
cated  fans  to  support  them.  Danvers 
scored  in  the  first  few  minutes  of 
the  game.  It  wasn’t  long  before 
Latin  came  back  to  tie  the  game 


assisted  by  Jon  Kearns.  Unfortu¬ 
nately,  Danvers  scored  again.  Jun¬ 
ior,  Mike  D’ Amelio  came  through 
to  score  in  the  last  few  minutes  of 
the  game.  The  fans  were  on  the 
edge  of  their  seats.  After  many 
good  attempts  to  tie  the  game,  the 
buzzer  rang,  sadly  leaving  Latin 
one  goal  short. 


The  whole  team  played  great  and  scored  five 
more  goals  to  advance  in  the  finals  with  a  6-3 
win  over  Bishop  Fenwick. 


with  its  exciting,  first  goal,  which 
once  again  was  scored  by  Jon 
Kearns,  making  that  his  seventh 
goal  of  the  season.  Danvers  scored 
two  more  goals  putting  the  pres¬ 
sure  on  the  Wolfpack.  Senior, 
Sean  Newman,  who  is  no  stranger 
to  the  crowd  (his  14th  point  of  the 
season)  scored  the  second  goal, 


What  it  amounted  to  was 
that  Danvers'  short-handed  goal 
won  the  game.  Latin  was  unable  to 
take  advantage  of  their  power  plays, 
but  played  one  of  their  best  games 
of  the  season.  Making  it  that  far, 
and  only  losing  by  one  point  to  the 
top  seeded  team  was  quite  an  ac¬ 
complishment  for  the  Wolfpack. 


Although  we  are  losing 
valuable  seniors:  Derek  Byrne, 
Scott  Chiaradonna,  Matt  Dinisco, 
Mike  McCarthy,  Sean  Newman, 
and  Joe  Tierney;  we  will  still  be 
left  with  great  under-classmen. 
With  juniors:  Don  Bailey,  Mike 
D’ Amelio,  Jim  Hennessey,  sopho¬ 
more;  Chris  Swain;  and  freshmen: 
Jon  Kearns  and  Brian  Norton, 
you’ll  be  sure  to  see  the  Wolfpack 

in  the  tournaments  again  next  year. 

Mr.  Coleman  would  like 
to  thank  the  Blue  Line  Club  and  the 
hockey  managers,  Allison  Gobbi 
and  Maribeth  Grant,  for  their  sup¬ 
port  Congratulations  to  MVP, 
Mike  McCarthy,  along  with  Scott 
Chiaradonna,  was  named  to  the 
All  Conference  team.  Also  to  Mike 
D’ Amelio,  Jim  Hennessey,  Mike 
McCarthy,  and  Scott  Chiaradonna 
who  were  league  all-stars,  and  to 
the  whole  team  for  an  excellent 

season. 


Setting  up  for  the 
Spike 


By  Vivian  Lam,  III 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

Based  on  he  boys  volley¬ 
ball  team’s  record  as  of  May  14: 
(5-8),  it  seems  that  the  volleyball 
team  will  be  headed  towards  an¬ 
other  successful  season.  Mr. 
Costello,  the  varsity  coach,  and 
Koon  Lam,  the  assistant  and  JV 
coach,  are  hoping  to  qualify  for  the 
state  tournament.  Mr.  Costello  has 
said  that  the  varsity  team  has  the 
talent  to  win  a  lot  of  games,  but 
they  just  have  to  learn  how  to  work 
together.  Koon  Lam  thinks  that  the 
varsity  team  is  good  enough  to  win 
fifteen  games,  which  would  be 
quite  an  accomplishment  in  a 
league  which  includes  Latin  Acad¬ 
emy,  Cambridge,  and  Newton 


South. 

Anchored  by  a  central 
core  of  eight  returning  seniors,  this 
team  has  lots  of  experience.  Three 
juniors  and  one  freshman  provide 
hope  for  the  future.  The  six  starters 
are  seniors  Tony  Mui,  Kit  Lee, 
Hoa  Ngo,  Joe  Roe,  and  juniors 
Danny  Lin  and  Linh  Ta.  However, 
Mr.  Costello  has  said  that  “Bench 
players  will  be  the  key  to  victory.” 
The  J V  team  has  fourjuniors,  seven 
sophomores,  and  one  freshman, 
who  will  step  up  next  year  for 
varsity.  Unfortunately,  there  is  al¬ 
ways  a  lack  of  support  for  the  vol¬ 
leyball  team  at  home  games,  so 
come  out  and  cheer  for  them. 
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REASONS  TO  SHOP  OUR  TRUE  VALUE  HARDWARE  STORE 

1.  WE  ARE  LOCALLY  OWNED  AMD  OPERATED—A  PART 

OF  THE  COMMUNITY.  WE’RE  INVOLVED. 

vsB&ss^snsrst^  i? 

TRUE  VALUE]* 

4.  OUR  EXCLUSIVE  BRAND  MERCHANDISE  ASSURES  YOU 
OP  HKM  QUALITY  MERCHANDISE  AT  VALUE  PRICES. 
WE  GUARANTEE  YOUR  SATISFACTION. 

s.  wEtrowora  «M»  itomi  *  ERJSSS2i#E 

MVENTORY.  *  WE  DON'T  HAVE  IT  M  OUR  STORE, 

5.  S  OmWQHBORHOOD  CONVENIENCE-  WTRE 
CLOSE  BY*  YOU  SAVE  QAS  i  SAVE  TRIE. 

7.  WntECONVENKNTTO  SHOP-  YOU  CAN  GET  IN  A 
GET  OUT. 


1871  CENTRE 
WEST  ROXBURY,  MA 
PHONE:  325-9494 


Your  Locally  Owned 
&  Operated  Hardware  Store 

MON  -  SAT  7:30-&00 
THURS  A  FH  TIL  8:30  •  SUN  12-5 
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Sprfng  1996 


Ms.  Jacobson  welcomed  her  first¬ 
born  daughter  in  April. 


The  Boston  Latin  School  community  enjoys  the  festive  Pot  Luck 

Supper  in  March. 


Show  Choir,  under  the  direction  of  Ms.  Fernandes, 
entertains  the  crowd  at  the  Pot  Luck  Supper. 


May  1 996 


The  BLS  Science  Department  surprises  Ms. 
Jacobson  with  a  baby  shower  in  March. 
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Congratulations  to  the  Class  of  1996! 
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Editor's  Note 


By  Nancy  Poon,  II 
Editor-in-Chief 


As  the  school  year  draws  to  an  end 
and  the  last  pages  of  the  Graduation  Issue 
are  being  put  together,  a  few  memories 
come  to  mind.  I  remember  the  first  Argo 
meeting  of  the  year  in  the  auditorium  filled 
with  over  one  hundred  students.  However, 
in  the  months  following,  my  newspaper 
memories  gradually  turned  to  approaching 
deadlines,  an  overcrowded  MacLab,  and 
piles  of  paper. 

Somehow,  through  it  all,  the  Argo 
staff  managed  to  put  together  six  spectacu¬ 
lar  issues,  to  get  quoted  in  local  news  media, 
to  appear  on  national  television,  and  still 
have  time  to  laugh  and  eat  chocolate  cake  on 
late  work  nights.  None  of  this  would  have 


Boston  Latin  School 

Argo 

Founded  in  1970 


1st  Place  Winner  of  1994  New 
England  Scholastic  Press 
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Achievement  Award 

1996  Suffolk  University  High 
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The  Argo  is  a  school-affiliated  pub¬ 
lication  produced  monthly  by  the  students 
of  Boston  Latin  School.  It  serves  as  a  forum 
for  the  free  exchange  of  news  and  ideas  in 
the  community  of  students,  faculty,  parents, 
and  alumni.  The  expressions,  suggestions, 
and  contributions  of  all  readers  are  encour¬ 
aged  through  letters  to  the  editor.  The  Argo 
reserves  the  right  to  edit  letters  for  length 
and  clarity. 

The  Argo  is  produced  as  an  extra¬ 
curricular  activity.  All  typography  and  lay¬ 
out  are  done  entirely  by  students  using 
Macintosh  computers  running  Microsoft 
Word  and  Aldus  PageMaker.  The  Argo  is 
printed  by  Saltus  Press  in  Worcester. 


happened  without  the  cooperation  of  a  dedi¬ 
cated  staff  and  the  strong  leadership  of  an 
ambitious  editorial  board.  Everything  was 
the  result  of  a  team  effort.  We  worked  with 
and  for  each  other.  Thanks,  guys.  You’re  all 
great. 

This  year  has  certainly  been  event¬ 
ful.  It  was  a  rebuilding  year  as  we  watched 
our  staff  box  multiply  and  our  published 
number  of  pages  more  than  double  from  past 
years.  It  was  both  exciting  and  overwhelm¬ 
ing  at  times.  With  all  the  practice  we  gained 
this  year,  the  editorial  board  is  fully  pre¬ 
pared  for  what  next  year  has  to  offer.  At  the 
same  time,  as  we  step  up  to  lead  as  veteran 
editors,  we  will  be  training  a  new  and  younger 
crew  of  associate  editors.  So,  if  you  missed 
out  on  some  of  the  fond  memories  I  men¬ 
tioned  earlier,  be  sure  to  join  us  next  year. 
Everyone  is  welcome  and  there  will  be  even 


Editor-in-Chief: 

Nancy  Poon 
Assistant  Editor: 

Edwina  Tom 
Layout  Editors: 

Kate  Fruman 
Copy  Editors: 

Beth  Greenwood 
Kent  Lam 
Marianne  Staniunas 
Collating  Editor: 

Matt  O’Malley 
Technical  Editor: 

John  Kosmidis 
Business  Managers: 

Natalia  Crosby 
Nicole  DeBenedictis 
Photography  Editors: 

Clara  Ellertson 
Erica  Sood 
Graphic  Arts  Editors: 

Alyssa  Tang 
Features  Editor:  ' 

Valerie  Towe 
News  Editor: 

Maria  Dubrowski 
Sports  Editor: 

Lauren  McLaughlin 
Arts  &  Entertainment  Editors: 
Ursula  Liff 
Gabriela  Richard 
Editorial  Board  Associates: 

Marinella  Bogaziotis 
Meghan  Doran 
Rossana  Lau 
Vivian  Lam 
Winnie  Moy 
Mike  Pastore 
Jonathan  Tran 

Faculty  Advisor:  Malcolm  Flynn 


more  chances  for  everyone  to  participate. 
Working  on  the  school  newspaper  is  a  great 
way  to  get  involved  in  the  school  and  to  be 
right  in  the  middle  of  things.  Don’t  hesitate, 
come  check  us  out. 

With  the  senior  section  of  this  is¬ 
sue  completed,  the  staff  bids  farewell  to 
senior  editors  Marianne  Staniunas,  Clara 
Ellertson,  and  Erica  Sood.  It  was  a  pleasure 
to  work  with  all  of  you  and  we  hope  that  you 
will  carry  your  Argo  experience  with  you  in 
the  years  to  come.  Thank  you  for  every  thing 
and  we  wish  you  all  the  best  of  luck  in 
college  and  beyond. 

The  past  year  marked  the  25th  an¬ 
niversary  of  the  Boston  Latin  School  Argo. 
In  that  time,  the  paper  has  changed  a  great 
deal.  The  changes  come  as  a  result  of 
readers’  input  and  the  support  of  the  school 
community.  We  continue  to  ask  for  this 
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support.  As  we  approach  the  26th  year,  the 
Argo  staff  will  continue  to  strive  to  improve 
upon  the  past  in  our  goal  to  provide  the 
entire  Latin  School  community  with  an  open 
forum  for  the  free  exchange  of  news,  opin¬ 
ions,  ideas,  and  thoughts. 

The  Argo  staff  wishes  everyone  a 
safe  and  wonderful  summer.  If  you’re  any¬ 
where  near  the  school  during  these  hot 
months,  come  pick  up  a  copy  of  the  Argo 
Summer  Edition  created  especially  to  wel¬ 
come  the  new  students  in  Class  VI  and  Class 
IVB  in  the  Summer  Orientation  Program.  If 
you  plan  to  take  all  measures  to  avoid  being 
in  the  Longwood  Medical  Area  during  non- 
academic  months,  you’ll  just  have  to  wait 
until  the  fall  for  the  next  issue  of  the  Argo. 
Read,  relax,  and  enjoy.  See  you  in  Septem¬ 
ber. 
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The  names  of  staff  writers,  photographers,  and  artists  accompany  their  works.  Typing,  copy 
editing,  and  layout  production  staffs  along  with  business  staff  are  listed  above.  Special 
thanks  to  Mr.  Aversa,  Mr.  Binkoski,  Mr.  Casey,  Ms.  Colvario,  Mr.  Contompasis,  Ms. 
Durkin,  Mr.  Gwiazda,  Ms.  Johnson,  Ms.  Kelly-LaCambria,  Ms.  O'Malley,  Ms.  Wong,  and 
Editors  Emeriti  Diemanh  Nguyen,  Kelly  Gushue,  Hilary  Krieger,  Christine  LaRosa,  James 
LaRosa,  Lisa  Reynolds,  and  Carrie  Tai. 


To  Reach  the  Argo  . . . 

To  send  a  Letter-to-the-Editor: 
see  Nancy  Poon  in  134  or  Mr.  Flynn  in  the  Main  Office 
To  place  an  ad: 

see  Natalia  Crosby  in  103  or  Nicole  DeBenedictis  in  103 
To  place  an  event  in  the  calendar: 
see  Maria  Dubrowski  in  103  or  John  Kosmidis  in  130 
To  report  a  story,  do  photography,  draw  artwork,  or  otherwise  join 

the  Argo: 

see  Nancy  Poon  in  134  or 
Edwina  Tom  in  228 


Congratulations. . . 

Congratulations  to  the  following  winners  of  the  City-Wide  Spelling  Bee. 

It  is  a  special  honor  that  Boston  Latin  School  won  all  four  levels  for  the  high 

school  competition. 

Grade  12:  Sonya  Satinsky 
Grade  11:  Maria  Dubrowski 
Grade  10:  Rahul  Mepani 
Grade  9:  Kelly  Hourihan 

Congratulations  to  the  Register  staff  for  the  publication  of  their  spring  issue. 

Congratulations  to  the  JV  Baseball  Team  which  finished  its  season 
in  First  Place  with  a  record  of  12-2. 
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Put  a  Period  in  Your  Schedule,  and  Rotate  It 


Maria  Dubrowski,  II 
News  Editor 


Attention,  guinea  pigs! 

I  know  you’ve  all  heard  about  the 
new  proposed  schedule  for  next  year,  but  no 
one  seems  to  know  how  it’s  going  to  happen. 
Word  from  th  main  office  has  it  that  if  the 
faculty  approves,  next  year’s  classes  will 
rotate  on  an  eight-period  schedule,  but  on  a 
seven-period  day.  How  does  this  work?  We’ll 
have  R 1  -7  on  Day  1 ,  R2-8  on  Day  2,  R3- 1  on 
Day  3,  etc.  Right  now  this  sounds  pretty 
simple,  BUT: 

-  R5  will  rotate  (which  means  that 


on  the  following  Wednesday.  Wow.  Imag¬ 
ine  what  the  sixies  are  going  to  think. 

As  you  already  know,  there  will  be 
no  more  utility  periods  (even  though  the 
accreditation  team  commended  us  on  that 
free  time).  The  school  feels  that  it  cannot 
justifiably  call  utility  and  studies  “instruc¬ 
tional  time,”  so  the  solution  has  been  the 
creation  of  R8,  which  will  be  the  period 
during  which  all  utility  activities  will  be 
scheduled.  Instead  of  having  studies  as  we 
now  know  them,  students  who  do  not  have 
music  or  art  classes  scheduled  during  their 
free  time  will  be  placed  in  “directed  stud¬ 
ies.”  These  “directed”  studies  will  be,  as  I 


the  97-98  requirement  because  all  classes 
will  be45  minutes  long  and  there  will  be  five 
minutes  added  on  to  the  beginning  and  the 
end  of  the  day.  Homeroom  will  begin  at 
7:50,  classes  will  begin  at  8:00,  and  dis¬ 
missal  will  be  at  2:05.  There  will  be  no 
homeroom  at  the  end  of  the  day. 

The  new  schedule  is  not  yet  per¬ 
fected  because  there  are  problems  concern¬ 
ing  gym  classes  and  lab  periods.  Since  we 
now  have  an  eight-day  rotation,  we  may 

There  will  be  no  homeroom  at 
the  end  of  the  day. 


As  you  already  know ,  there  will  be  no  more  utility  periods 
(even  though  the  accreditation  team  commended  us  on  that 

free  time). 


lunches  will  rotate!!!) 

-  Since  we’ll  have  an  eight-day 
rotation,  we  won’t  be  following  the  same 
schedule  every  week.  For  example,  since  we 
start  on  a  Thursday,  the  first  day’s  classes 
willbeRl-7.  Friday’s  classes  will  beR2-8. 
We  don’t  have  school  on  Monday  (Labor 
Day),  so  our  Day  3  schedule  will  be  bumped 
to  Tuesday,  and  we  will  continue  with  Days 
4,5,6, 7,  and  8,  returning  to  Day  1  Schedule 


have  understood,  a  type  of  tutorial  session 
during  which  students  can  receive  assis¬ 
tance  with  their  homework. 

The  reason  for  all  this  headache  is 
because  the  State  Department  of  Education 
will  require  330  minutes  of  instructional 
time  per  day  in  the  1997-98  school  year,  and 
under  our  current  schedule,  we  only  get  an 
average  of  274.4  minutes.  The  proposed 
new  schedule  only  falls  15  minutes  short  of 


have  to  deal  with  an  extra  gym  class  every 
eight  days.  Extra  labs  may  also  be  sched¬ 
uled.  But  in  order  for  the  new  schedule  to  be 
approved,  two-thirds  of  the  Boston  Teach¬ 
ers’  Union  will  have  to  agree  with  it.  I  sense 
trouble,  regardless  of  whether  the  schedule 
passes  or  not.  If  we  do  end  up  with  eight 
classes,  everyone  will  be  very  confused  and 
most  likely  overworked.  If  we  don’t,  then 
BLS  will  fall  short  of  its  requirement  for  the 
97-98  school  year. 

The  change  is  bound  to  come  sooner 
or  later.  I  just  wish  the  administration  would 
wait  another  year  before  they  experiment  on 
us. 


Good  Attitudes  from  Giving  Blood 


By  Lisa  Tobias,  II 
Staff  Writer 

“So,  you’re  writing  an  article  about 
this?”  asked  Carla,  when  she  saw  the  pen  in 
my  hand.  “No,  I’m  just  a  volunteer  here,”  I 
replied,  soon  to  be  made  a  liar.  On  May  20, 
19%  the  Key  Club  held  its  spring  blood 
drive.  It  was  a  very  low-key  event,  one  that 
many  members  of  the  lower  classes  didn’t 
know  about,  but  a  very 
important  one. 

The  Ameri¬ 
can  Red  Cross  travels 
around  to  high  schools, 
colleges,  and  busi¬ 
nesses,  gathering  blood 
donations  full  time. 

Anyone  over  the  age  of 
eighteen  (or  seventeen, 
with  parental  consent), 
weighing  over  110 
pounds,  can  give  blood. 

This  year,  about  70  jun¬ 
iors  and  seniors  came 
to  the  gym  to  donate  a 
little  of  their  time  and  a 
lot  of  their  blood  to  this 
worthy  cause.  The  pro¬ 
cess  is  simple.  Signup, 
come  in,  answer  a  few 
questions,  and  lie  down  on  a  table.  Then  the 

fun  begins. 

When  the  nurses  pricked  the  stu¬ 
dents,  there  were  mixed  reactions.  Some 
were  very  nonchalant,  such  as  junior  Darek 
Barcikowski.  As  his  friend  stood  over  him 
asking  him  frantically,  “Are  you  okay?  Are 
you  okay?”  he  calmly  laughed  and  insisted 
that  he  was  fine.  He  watched  the  needle  go 
in  with  no  problem.  Others  were  more 
nervous,  or  experienced  more  pain,  but  luck¬ 
ily  there  were  enough  volunteers  milling 
around  to  hold  a  hand  or  read  a  story. 

The  nurses  were  very  professional. 
They  hold  blood  drives  in  many  places,  and 


tried  to  be  as  quick  as  possible  in  their 
collections.  They  took  forms,  set  up  tables, 
pricked  people  with  needles,  handled  blood 
donations,  and  probably  had  even  more  work 
behind  the  scenes.  Rarely  did  one  see  a 
nurse  sitting  around.  Still,  they  understood 
how  the  students  were  feeling.  If  someone 
looked  tired  or  dizzy,  the  nurses  made  sure 
that  they  stayed  on  the  table.  They  repeated 
this  refrain  over  and  over  again:  “Be  sure  to 


drink  lots  of  fluids  for  the  next  couple  of 
days,  no  strenuous  exercise  for  the  next 
twenty-four  hours,  and  if  you  smoke,  wait 
half  an  hour.”  (These  instructions  seem 

"I know  how  to  pump  it," 
said  donor/senior  P.  T.  Black 

simple  enough,  but  Barcikowski  groaned 
when  he  heard  this.  “I  didn’t  work  out 
yesterday  either.”)  During  a  lull  in  the 
collections,  I  got  a  chance  to  talk  to  Kim 
Campanelli,  one  of  the  technicians.  I  asked 
her  how  she  liked  her  job,  and  she  responded. 


“It’s  fun.  You’re  not  in  the  same  place  every 
day,  you  see  different  people  every  day.” 

The  students  had  to  lie  on  the  tables 
for  five  to  ten  minutes  while  the  blood 
flowed  out.  It  took  longer  for  some  students 
than  for  others,  which  became  a  source  of 
humor  for  some.  “You  have  fast  blood,” 
said  one  volunteer  to  a  donor.  “I  know  how 
to  pump  it,”  said  donor/senior  P.T.  Black. 
After  the  donation  was  over,  some  students 

— - -  stayed  on  their  tables, 

feeling  a  bit  light¬ 
headed.  Others  got  up 
right  away  and  sat  at 
the  table  to  eat  cookies 
and  drink  juice.  There 
was  always  a  volun¬ 
teer  hovering  nearby 
to  make  sure  that  no 
one  fainted,  or  left  be¬ 
fore  they  were  sup¬ 
posed  to.  Most  stu¬ 
dents  were  glad  to  take 
it  easy  after  being 
drained  of  a  pint  of 
their  blood.  “I  can’t 
work  today!”  said  Beth 
Brunstrom,  a  junior, 
- - -  with  glee.  “No  sweep¬ 
ing,  no  carrying  the 
garbage.  I  can  just 

serve  coffee.” 

Most  of  the  students  were  giving 
blood  for  the  first  time,  and  the  reactions 
were  mixed.  “It  hurts,”  said  junior  Shauna 
Daly.  How  do  you  feel?  “Not  too  bad.”  “A 
little  dizzy.”  “I  felt  like  I  was  drunk.”  The 
attitudes  were  overall  positive,  however. 
These  blood  drives  are  very  important,  and 
everyone  knew  iL  The  were  glad  to  be  given 
the  opportunity  to  help.  The  only  regret  I 
heard  was  from  the  one  student  who  couldn  ’  t 
give  blood  because  her  arm  had  begun  to 
bruise.  “I  really  wanted  to  give  blood,”  said 
Meghan.  So  do  I,  and  I  hope  that  next  year, 
so  will  you. 


A  Year  Of 
Change 

By  Sarah  Carter,  III 
Staff  Writer 

The  year  in  review... hmm. 

The  1995-1996  school  year  has 
been  filled  with  more  controversy  and  has 
brought  our  school  into  the  public  eye 
more  than  any  other  year  that  I,  with  my 
limited  experience  of  four  blissfully  happy 
BLS  years,  have  ever  known.  The  follow¬ 
ing  is  a  review  in  brief  of  the  major  events 
of  BLS  during  the  past  year. 

In  many  ways  this  past  year  has 
been  a  building  year  for  BLS,  a  year  in 
which  we,  as  a  school  community,  faced 
many  hurdles.  The  least  of  these  hurdles 
certainly  was  not  the  pending  McLaughlin 
discrimination  suit.  If  you  do  not  recall, 
this  law  suit  was  brought  against  the  Bos¬ 
ton  School  Committee,  charging  that  the 
BLS  acceptance  process  and  quota  sys¬ 
tem  constituted  reverse  discrimination. 
Julia  McLaughlin,  who  is  currently  a  sev¬ 
enth  grader  at  Boston  Latin  Academy,  had 
scored  higher  on  her  admissions  test  than 
103  black  and  Hispanic  students  who  were 
accepted  into  our  school.  She  challenged 
the  legality  of  the  35%  minority  quotas 
which  exist  and  have  existed  since  the  [ 
1970’s.  Julia  has  been  allowed  to  attend 
our  school  in  the  fall;  her  attendance  does 
not  mean  that  the  issue  is  closed.  W. 
Arthur  Garrity,  Jr.,  who  is  the  same  judge 
who  initially  ruled  on  desegregation  of  the 
Boston  Schools  in  the  1970’s,  ordered 
Julia’s  enrollment  next  September  because 
he  knows  that  this  trial,  drenched  as  it  is  in 
controversy,  will  drag  on  for  years. 

The  accreditation  has  been  quite 
the  issue  of  the  year,  and  for  good  reason. 
The  accreditation  at  a  glance:  we  have  not 
lost  our  accreditation,  of  course,  but...  our 
library  is  too  small,  computers  outdated, 
we,  as  always,  need  money,  and  a  myriad 
or  other  reasonable  (Bathrooms...)  sug¬ 
gestions. 

In  September  of  this  past  year, 
we,  as  a  school,  mourned  the  passing  of 
Mr.  McCloskey,  who  was  a  very  dedi¬ 
cated  member  of  our  science  department. 
He  was  a  hard  teacher,  but  definitely  a 
kind  and  gifted  person,  and  his  loss  is  still 
felt 

As  you  may  well  already  know, 
we  are  in  for  some  changes  next  year  with 
the  much  dreaded  new  schedule.  At  print, 
the  tentative  changes  mandate  that  not 
more  than  a  few  minutes  should  be  added 
to  our  school  day ,  and  ideally  we  will  have 
an  eight  period  class  schedule  rotating  in 
a  seven  period  day.  This  new  schedule 
does  not,  however  provide  a  time  slot  for 
an  activity  period. 

This  year  also  saw  Leonard 
Bernstein’s  name  added  to  the  assembly 
hall  frieze,  giving  us  all  something  for 
which  to  strive.  For  those  who  may  have 
forgotten,  our  bell  used  to  ring  only  once 
and  most  of  the  clocks  seem  to  be  giving 
us  the  correct  time  -  not  that  I’m  spending 
the  majority  of  my  day  watching  them... 

This  past  year  has  seen  many 
“ground  breaking”  events  in  our  school, 
some  as  frivolous  as  our  “new  bell”  but 
others  with  the  potential  to  change  the 
makeup  of  BLS  forever.  The  1995-1996 
school  year  has  definitely  been  one  for  the 
books,  but  with  the  pending  McLaughlin 
suit  and  finals  to  come,  we  are  not,  as  they 
say,  out  of  the  woods  yet. 
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The  Report  from  Bologna 


Student 

Council 

Update 

By  Melissa  McClinton,  III 
Contributing  Writer 


The  Multi-Cultural  Fair 

The  date  of  the  fair  has  been 
changed  to  Saturday,  J une  8th.  It  has  been 
designed  so  that  all  students  can  appreci¬ 
ate  the  diversity  our  school  has  to  offer. 
There  will  be  cultural  dancing,  ethnic 
cuisine  and  dress,  as  well  as  arts  and  crafts 
that  may  be  purchased.  This  is  an  event 
Latin  School  has  been  waiting  for  a  long 
time  for,  and  we  need  your  participation 
to  make  it  a  success.  If  you  have  any 
questions,  please  contact  Chinweuba 
Uchendu  in  115. 

The  Student  Council  Scholarship  Fund 

The  Council  would  like  to  thank 
all  those  who  participated  in  buying  and 
selling  raffle  tickets  to  support  our  new 
scholarship  fund.  The  winners  were 
Kareem  Lyder,  Class  II,  who  won  a  por¬ 
table  color  television,  and  Elizabeth 
Hauck,  who  won  a  BLS  sweatshirt.  The 
scholarship  is  for  the  senior  who  shows 
academic  improvement  over  the  years  at 
BLS,  and  also  shows  school  spirit  by 
being  involved  in  various  clubs  and  ac¬ 
tivities.  Contact  Mr.  Flynn  for  an  applica¬ 
tion  and  return  it  to  Melissa  McClinton 
218. 

A  special  thanks  extended  to  Kim 
Blackett,  William  Chaulmus,  Sarah  Carter, 
and  James  Slotnick  for  their  outstanding 
ticket  selling  efforts. 


By  Stephen  Guerriero,  II 
Staff  Writer 


From  April  12  to  27,  twenty-one 
students  accompanied  by  the  ever-cordial 
Ms.  Durkin  and  the  roving  historian  Ms. 
Kelley  completed  the  exchange  program 
with  Liceo  Galvani  in  Bologna,  Italy,  that 
we  had  begun  in  November  1995.  After  a 
long  flight,  we  were  received  warmly  by  our 
Italian  counterparts  at  Guglielmo  Marconi 
Airport  and  taken  immediately  to  our  hosts’ 
homes.  After  a  weekend  of  relaxing  and 
socializing,  we  went  to  school  that  Monday. 
Liceo  Galvani  presented  itself  as  a  school 
not  unlike  our  own,  i.e.,  old,  in  need  of  some 
restoration,  but  still  a  hallowed  place  of 
learning.  Some  obvious  differences  were 
the  shorter  school  days,  school  on  Saturday, 
and  the  virtual  absence  of  extra-curricular 
activities  from  the  school  program. 


Our  host  students  and  their  English 
teacher,  Ms.  Paola  Mignani,  proved  ex¬ 
tremely  resourceful  and  generous  in  arrang¬ 
ing  day  trips  by  train  from  Bologna  to  other 
Italian  cities.  Wesaw  the  Byzan  tine  churches 
with  world-class  mosaics  as  well  as  the 
tomb  of  Dante  Alighieri,  the  father  of  the 


Fun 


Italian  language.  In  Firenze  (Florence)  we 
saw  the  famous  dome  of  Brunelleschi,  and 
some  hearty  souls  even  climbed  the  412 
steps  to  the  top  of  the  adjoining  bell  tower, 
both  structures  dating  back  to  the  early  Re¬ 
naissance.  Then  in  Venezia  (Venice)  we 
saw  the  fabled  waterways  of  that  magnifi¬ 
cent  floating  city,  the  piazza  of  Saint  Mark 
where  Ernest  Hemingway  used  to  sit  for 
literary  inspiration,  and  the  huge  Church  of 
Saint  Mark  that  revealed  the  splendor  of  the 
ancientcity.  Although  these  cities  were  very 
nice,  I  think  Bologna  impressed  us  most.  It 
was  truly  a  city  of  its  people,  devoid  of 
tourist  traps  and  the  chaos  of  the  other  major 
cities.  Bologna  let  us  experience  true  Italian 
culture  in  its  most  authentic  form,  and  gave 
us  a  glimpse  into  the  lives  of  Italian  teenag¬ 
ers. 

We  also  got  to  immerse  ourselves 
in  the  Italian  lifestyle,  experiencing  most 
aspects  of  our  hosts’  lives.  One  major  event 


during  our  stay  was  the  General  Elections 
held  on  April  21 ,  in  which  the  leftist  l’Ulivo 
party  won  a  sweeping  victory  over  the  in¬ 
cumbent  center-rightists.  The  Italian  stu¬ 
dents  our  age  were  very  involved  in  their 
nolitics.  and  we  even  witnessed  a  nichtlimc 
Communist  rally.  The  Italians  showed  us  a 


at  M.  U.  N. 


most  active  night  life,  for  the  absence  of  a 
drinking  age  allowed  access  to  clubs  of  the 
kind  we  under  21  are  excluded  from  here  in 
the  USA.  Moreover,  while  we  were  in  Bolo¬ 
gna,  a  meeting  of  diplomats  from  the  Euro¬ 
pean  Community  took  place  in  the  audito¬ 
rium  next  to  the  school.  The  auditorium,  a 
jewel  of  Baroque  architecture,  was  once  a 
church,  but  has  been  converted  to  the  offi¬ 
cial  council  chamber  of  the  University  of 
Bologna.  Security  was  extremely  tight  as 
the  Mediterranean  group  in  dark  suits  wear¬ 
ing  earphones  and  sunglasses  stood  around 
the  area  looking  at  all  of  us  very  suspi¬ 
ciously. 

After  a  teary  farewell,  at  Bologna 
Airport  at  7:00  am,  we  traveled  to  Rome, 
Urbs  Aetema,  for  two  days  of  visiting  his¬ 
toric  sites  such  as  the  Pantheon,  San 
Clemente,  and  Saint  Peter’s. 

I  think  all  involved  would  agree 
that  this  trip  was  worth  it  a  thousandfold.  We 
all  made  new  friends,  American  and  Italian, 
and  participated  in  an  opportunity  of  a  life¬ 
time.  We  owe  our  thanks  to  Ms.  Durkin,  for 
her  never-ending  patience  and  good  spirits, 
to  Ms.  Kelley,  who  always  read  the  histori¬ 
cal  backgrounds  for  every  church  and  statue 
from  a  trusty  little  book  she  had,  and  espe¬ 
cially  to  Mrs.  Myette,  without  whom  none 
of  this,  or  even  the  Italian  Program  in  gen¬ 
eral,  would  have  been.  Thanks  to  all  those 
who  helped  make  this  such  a  great  experi¬ 
ence  on  this  side  of  the  Atlantic  and  the 
other.  Here’s  to  the  next  trip!  Torneremo!! 


We  saw  the  Byzantine  churches  with  world-class  mosaics  as 
well  as  the  tomb  of  Dante  Aligieri. . .  .the  famous  dome  of 

Brune  Heschi 


By  Maria  Dubrowski,  II 
News  Editor 


Check  out  the  new  kids  on  the 
block!  Actually,  Model  United  Nations  is 
not  a  new  club  at  BLS,  but  it  is  a  club  which 
has  recently  undergone  a  revival.  Under  the 
leadership  of  Ms.  Kelley,  MUN  member 
ship  has  swelled  from  last  year’s  six  active 
delegates  to  now  more  than  twenty  mem¬ 
bers.  And  these  twenty  members  have  rep¬ 
resented  China,  Honduras,  Nigeria,  Japan, 

The  challenging  part  of  MUN 
is  keeping  in  character  with 
the  country  you  represent 

Canada,  Botswana,  and  Zimbabwe  at  United 
Nations  simulations  this  past  year.  Mem¬ 
bers  arc  already  planning  trips  to  Annapolis 
and  New  York  next  year  to  participate  in 
conferences  sponsored  by  the  Naval  Acad¬ 
emy  and  the  United  Nations  itself.  They’ve 
already  made  appearances  at  Smith  and 
Bentley  Colleges  this  year,  and  have  won 
several  awards  in  the  process.  They  hope  for 
continued  success  next  year. 

Model  UN  is  an  organization  which 
allows  students  from  all  over  the  world  to 
participate  in  real-life  simulations  of  United 
Nations  proceedings.  Each  school  delega¬ 
tion  is  assigned  various  countries  to  repre¬ 
sent,  and  then  for  each  country,  delegates 
are  assigned  to  separate  committees.  Com¬ 
mittees  include  such  UN  organs  as  the  Gen¬ 
eral  Assembly,  the  Security  Council,  the 
ECOSOC  Plenary;  which  deals  with  the 


world’s  economic  and  social  problems,  CPC, 
the  Committee  for  Programme  and  Co-Or¬ 
dination;  which  deals  with  the  UN’s  budget, 
and  the  Special  Committee  on  the  Charter  of 
the  UN  and  on  the  Strengthening  of  the  Role 
of  the  Organization.  Conferences  are  held 
in  the  same  manner  as  they  are  at  the  actual 


UN,  and  they  are  (most)  always  formal:  all 
nations  are  seated  behind  their  placards  in 
large  boardrooms  and  m  ust  be  acknowledge 
by  the  President  of  the  committee  before 
they  can  speak.  Decorum  is  expected  at  all 
times,  and  behavior  that  is  out  of  order  is  not 
tolerated  in  the  least. 

The  challenging  part  of  MUN  is 
keeping  in  character  with  the  country  you 


represent.  You  may  be  a  liberal  American 
citizen,  but  if  you’re  representing  Sudan  on 
ECOSOC,  you’re  not  going  to  push  for 
women’s  rights.  And  if  you’re  representing 
the  good  ol’  US  of  A,  you  can’t  forget  that 
your  own  financial  interests  come  first  and 
foremost,  and  then  your  good  appearance  in 


the  world  community.  And  even  if  you’re 
peeved  at  certain  countries  who  refuse  to 
pass  a  resolution  because  of  religious  and 
cultural  beliefs,  you  cannot  force  them  to 
change;  you  must  modify  your  own  view¬ 
point  to  make  a  compromise.  Above  all,  you 
must  respect  every  other  nation’s  sover¬ 
eignty. 

Attending  a  conference  can  be  very 


intimidating.  Proceedings  are  very  formal, 
language  is  very  restricted,  and  the  big,  rich 
countries  tend  to  throw  their  weight  around. 
But  that’s  their  job.  And  if  you’re  a  small 
country,  your  job  is  to  moderate.  You  seek 
out  partners  and  create  alliances  with  other 
small  countries  in  order  to  get  your  voices 
heard.  Things  can  get  very  frustrating  when 
the  Russian  Federation,  France,  China,  the 
United  Kingdom,  or  the  United  States 

Proceedings  are  very  formal, 
language  is  very  restricted, 
and  the  big,  rich  countries 
tend  to  throw  their  weight 
around.  But  that's  their  job. 

threaten  to  exercise  their  veto  power  in  the 
Security  Council  if  things  don’t  go  their 
way.  Such  circumstances,  however,  do  give 
one  a  rather  interesting  perspective  on  the 
way  our  world  is  run.  The  power  a  country 
can  create  for  itself  when  meddling  in  world 
affairs  is  frightening. 

And  now  the  BLS  MUN  Team  is 
looking  for  others  interested  in  meddling 
with  world  affairs.  All  grades  are  welcome 
to  participate.  There  are  no  specific  qualifi¬ 
cations  except  a  genuine  interest  in  seeing 
the  world  government  in  action.  If  you  feel 
open-minded  enough  to  give  Model  UN  a 
try ,  come  to  Ms.  Kelley’s  room  (025)  at  2:00 
on  Wednesday,  June  12.  Ms  Kelley  and  her 
MUN  delegates  will  be  hosting  an  informa¬ 
tion  session  immediately  after  school. 
Comctakccontrol  of  the  world — fora  week¬ 
end  anyway. 
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Mrs.Craven  Ms.  Goldhwaite 


By  Lauren  Greene,  III 
Staff  Writer 

If  you  have  been  wondering  who 
the  new,  cheery,  bright  substitute  teacher 
who  has  been  filling  in  lately  is,  chances  are, 
you  are  thinking  about  Mrs.  Craven.  Mrs. 
Craven,  originally  from  East  Boston,  now 
living  in  Jamaica  Plain,  started  substituting 
here  at  Boston  Latin  at  the  beginning  of  this 
year.  She  has  been  a  teacher  for  twenty 
years,  and  graduated  from  Emmanuel 
College  with  a  Masters  degree  in  English. 
Mrs.  Craven  began  teaching  at  the  St. 
Andrew’s  School,  a  small,  Catholic  private 
school  in  Jamaica  Plain.  There  she  had  a 
multitude  of  jobs,  teaching  different  subjects 
from  English  to  gym.  Mrs.  Craven  started 
substituting  here  accidentally  when  one  day 
while  she  was  volunteering  in  the  office  she 
was  asked  to  fill  in  for  a  teacher’s  class.  Mrs. 
Craven  says  she  enjoys  helping  out  at  Latin 
School,  and  she  herself  is  a  graduate  of  the 
old  girls’  Latin. 

When  asked  about  her  spare  time, 


Mrs.  Craven  smiled,  and  replied  that  she 
really  doesn’t  have  much.  When  she  is  not 
busy  filling  in  for  ailing  teachers,  she  is 
volunteering  as  a  chaperone  for  field  trips 
and  helping  with  her  daughters’ 
extracurricular  activities.  Mrs.  Craven  is 
married  with  two  daughters  who  both  attend 
Latin  School;  one  is  in  the  seventh  grade, 
and  the  other  is  in  her  sophomore  year.  Mrs. 
Craven  also  writes  a  column  forth  e  Parkway 
Transcipl  called  “Forest  Hills  Footnotes.” 
“Forest  Hills  Footnotes”  originated  as  a 
community  bulletin.  Neighbors  wouldoften 
ask  her  about  community  functions  due  to 
her  great  involvement  with  the  school  and 
church.  She  submitted  an  article  one  day  to 
the  Transcript  and  the  response  was  so 
positive,  they  asked  her  to  start  a  column. 
Every  week  she  interviews  people  and 
businesses  around  her  area  for  her  column. 
Now  Mrs.  Craven  is  the  interviewee,  rather 
than  the  interviewer.  She  is  a  lovely  woman 
and  a  fabulous  substitute  and  has  definitely 
received  a  positive  welcome  from  the 
students  and  faculty  of  Latin  school. 


Individual  and  class  instruction;voice  and  all 
instruments.  Theory  and  ensembles.  Music 
Therapy  for  special  needs. 


482-7494 


Between  Berkley  &  Clarendon 
Streets  in  Boston’s  South  End 
34  Warren  Avenue,  Boston 


By  Talia  Whyte,  III 
Staff  Writer 

There  has  been  a  slew  of  intern 
teachers  in  the  school  from  various 
universities  in  and  around  Boston  this  year. 
Ms.  Goldhwaite  happens  to  be  one  of  the 
best  student  teachers 
from  the  state  next 
door.  This  Derry,  New 
Hampshire  resident  is 
currently  a  senior  at 
Boston  University. 

She  is  majoring  in 
education  and  English. 

During  fourth  term, 
she  took  over  three 
sections  of  tenth  grade  English,  and  fifth 
term  she  will  be  teaching  seventh  and  eighth 
grade  English.  She  wants  to  be  an  educator 
because  she  feels  that  teachers  play  an  active 
role  in  shaping  students’  ideas  and  thoughts 
about  the  world.  So  far,  she  enjoys  teaching; 


as  matter  of  fact,  she  probably  missed  her 
very  last  spring  break  with  her  friends  just  so 
she  could  correct  papers.  Outside  of  school, 
Ms.  Goldhwaite  is  involved  in  an  activity 
called  the  Society  For  Creative  Anachronism, 
which  is  dedicated  to  the  teachings  of  the 
Medieval  period.  She  would  like  to 
incorporate  some 
of  what  she  has 
learned  from  this 
club  into  her 
students’ 
curriculum  in  the 
future.  Ms. 

Goldhwaite 
doesn’t  know  if 
teaching  is 
something  that  she’ll  be  doing  for  the  rest  of 
her  life;  nevertheless,  her  goal  in  life  is  to  be 
happy,  and  as  long  as  she  likes  what  she  is 
doing,  she  will  stick  around.  Thai’s 
something  that  all  her  students  will 
appreciate! 


her  goal  in  life  is  to  be 
happy ,  and  as  long  as  she  likes 
what  she  is  doing,  she  will 
stick  around 


Rescue 

disaster  victims, 
bust 

drug  smugglers, 

and  save 
the  environment. 

And  that’s  just  the  first  week. 


For  men  and  women  in  the  U.S.  Coast  Guard,  the  action 
starts  as  soon  as  you  put  on  your  uniform. 


•  •  ir.r  .!  ..r  ..j;. 

’.vr*rk  to  do  ail  tr.es-  exciting  th.n :: 
dnei  serving :::  the  U  S  Coast  Cua: 
you  a  be  ready  ::r  anything 
Front  day  one.  you  !i  ee  tack¬ 
ling  major  assignments  and 
making  real  -  Lie  decisions,  to 


V.Ar.x:  T*  c.r.V  'T.Oi'tJ'  .aitc! 

.  ■->  luiu  uui ..  •  - .»  ccr.tdct 

U.S.C.G.  Information  Center 
14180  Dallas  Pkwy.,  Suite  326 
Dallas.  TX  75240-9795; 
1-800-424-8883,  Ext  1337 


THE  U.S.  COAST  GUARD 
BE  PART  OF  THE  ACTION 
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Curfews  Aren't  the  Cure 


By  Mike  Tumposky,  II 
Staff  Writer 


It  seems  that  there’s  another 
O’Malley  stirring  up  trouble  with  his  con¬ 
servative  rhetoric.  An  article  written  by  Matt 
O’Malley  in  the  last  issue  of  the  Argo  sug¬ 
gests  that  a  curfew  for  teenagers  “has  no 
feasible  drawbacks.”  The  article  also  sug¬ 
gested  that“curfews  would...add  toour  great 
society.”  Both  of  these  statements  are  false. 
The  only  thing  a  curfew  would  accomplish 
is  that  rabble  rousers  like  yours  truly  would 
be  forced  to  take  arms  against  City  Hall. 

There  are  many  flaws  in  this  pro¬ 
posed  system.  The  first  has  to  do  with  en¬ 
forcement.  Any  16-year-old  who  would  be 
likely  to  be  on  the  street,  committing  crimes 
past  1 2:00  a.m.  isn’t  likely  to  pay  much  heed 
to  the  empty  threats  of  an  undermanned 
police  department.  In  addition,  the  amount 
of  energy  spent  in  keeping  teens  off  the 
streets  at  night  would  mean  that  there  would 
be  fewer  officers  to  respond  to  break-ins  and 
crimes  of  that  sort,  committed  by  those 
hardly  law-abiding  18-plus  year-olds.  And 
finally,  am  I  to  assume  that  anyone  who 
looks  young  and  is  standing  on  the  streets 
will  be  checked  for  an  ID,  and  if  they  are 
under  18  will  be  immediately  escorted  home? 
The  police  officers  these  days  don’t  even 
bother  sending  home  kids  who  sit  in  parks 
and  drink  and  smoke  pot  all  night.  Are  they 


really  going  to  focus  their  energy  on  kids 
who  aren’t  doing  anything  wrong? 

Second,  the  article  stated  that  “cur¬ 
fews  promote  discipline,  structure  and  re¬ 
sponsibility.”  This  is  not  the  case.  As  many 
of  you  know,  it  is  a  more  common  response 
for  a  teenager  to  rebel  against  overly  strict 
parents  than  to  comply  with  them  and  feel 
more  wholesome  having  done  it.  If  a  curfew 

A  curfew  will  not  promote 
"family  values/'  it  would 
only  increase  the  anger  that 
many  of  today’s  teenagers  feel 
_ toward  society. _ 

system  were  implemented,  many  teenagers 
would  feel  falsely  accused  and  their  actions 
would  display  their  sentiments.  A  curfew 
will  not  promote  “family  values,”  it  would 
only  increase  the  anger  that  many  of  today’s 
teenagers  feel  toward  society. 

Third,  curfews  would  not  “create  a 
safe  atmosphere,”  as  the  writer  suggested. 
Since  the  enforcement  of  this  policy  would 
be  almost  impossible,  people  might  feel  a 
false  sense  of  security  when  walking  home 
lateat  night.  This  might  cause  someone  to  be 
less  vigilant  and  walk  into  a  dangerous  situ¬ 
ation  which  he  or  she  might  normally  have 
avoided.  In  addition,  plenty  of  crimes  are 
committed  well  before  midnight.  While  the 


crime  rate  after  12:00  a.m.  might  go  down 
because  of  the  curfew,  the  crime  rate  before 
it  will  certainly  not. 

The  last  problem  has  to  do  with 
legality.  In  this  “great  society”  of  ours, 
people  are  considered  innocent  until  proven 
guilty.  This  country  will  face  great  conse¬ 
quences  if  we  start  to  bend  this  principle 
when  it  suits  us.  Although  some  teenagers 
who  hang  out  late  at  night  are  malevolent, 
we  cannot  allow  the  actions  of  the  few 
dictate  the  attitude  toward  many.  It  is  unjust 
to  assume  that  any  teenager  up  past  a  certain 
hour  is  bound  to  break  the  law.  Such  a 
generalization  would  never  be  imposed  on 
adults  and  it  shouldn’t  be  imposed  on  kids 
either.  We  cannot  deviate  from  this  great 
judicial  ideal  justso  the  politicians  can  clamor 
how  tough  they  arc  on  juvenile  crime. 

It  would  be  hard  enough  for  me  to 
stomach  this  proposal  com  ing  from  an  adult. 
But  when  a  teenager  suggests  it,  it  stuns  me 
even  more.  Certainly  the  writer  stayed  out 
past  his  proposed  12:00  a.m.  curfew  on 
prom  night.  If  his  system  were  in  effect,  he 
would  be  dragged  by  his  bow-tie  all  the  way 
down  to  the  police  station,  shiny  shoes  and 
all.  I,  for  one,  hope  I  am  not  alive  to  see  the 
day  when  this  country  abandons  its  prin¬ 
ciple  and  starts  rounding  up  the  innocent, 
while  the  guilty  walk  the  streets  freely,  laugh¬ 
ing  all  the  way  to  their  local  crack  and  gun 
dealership. 


Sleep  well,  guinea  pig! 


By  Rossana  Lau,  III 
Editorial  Board  Associate 


The  stress  we  get  from  homework 
to  our  own  social  lives  can  cause  sleepless 
nights.  However,  if  you  have  been  following 
the  news  lately,  you  might  have  heard  about 
a  drug  called  melatonin,  which  is  supposed 
to  help  us  get  our  Z’  s.  Melatonin  supplements 
are  being  widely  sold  in  stores  across  the 
US,  but  much  of  the  medical  community  has 
doubts  on  its  use. 

Melatonin  is  a  hormone  naturally 
produced  by  the  pineal  gland  inside 
everyone’s  brain.  The  pineal  gland,  also 
known  as  the  “timekeeper,”  plays  an 
important  role  in  keeping  our  biological 
clocks  in  order.  Its  sensitive  cells  detect  the 
amount  of  light  entering  through  the  pupils 
of  the  eyes.  When  it  is  dark,  the  pineal  gland 
flashes  its  OK  sign,  and  increases  the 
secretion  of  melatonin,  so  that  we  will 


become  more  tired  and  sleepy.  If  it  detects 
light,  the  gland  decreases  its  secreting  of 
melatonin,  and  we  become  more  awake  and 
energetic.  The  now  available  melatonin  pill 
is  a  synthetic  form  of  the  hormone.  Natural 


Every  time  you  take 
melatonin ,  you  are 
participating  in  an 
uncontrolled  research  trial. 


food  stores  are  selling  this  supplement  at  an 
extremely  high  rate,  and  some  cannot  even 
keep  up  with  this  demand.  But  before  you 
run  to  your  local  health  food  stores,  please 
read  on. 

Since  melatonin  is  being  classified 
as  a  “dietary  supplement,”  and  not  as  a  drug, 
it  does  not  ha  ve  to  and  has  not  undergone  the 


necessary  controlled,  extensive  research 
trials  to  determine  its  efficiency  and  safety, 
which  all  drugs  must  go  through  in  order  to 
receive  approval  from  the  Food  and  Drug 
Administration.  In  addition  to  that,  the 
question  on  melatonin’s  long-term  side 
effects  on  the  body,  as  well  as  whether  it  will 
counteract  other  over-the-counter  or 
prescription  drugs  or  even  other  supplements, 
have  not  been  answered. 

So  before  you  pop  the  pill  into  your 
mouth  because  you  cannot  fall  asleep  as 
quickly  as  you  used  to,  consider  some  kind 
of  meditation  and  relaxation  techniques  (you 
can  always  read  a  book  until  your  eyes  get 
tired).  Remember,  every  time  you  take 
melatonin,  you  are  participating  in  an 
uncontrolled  research  trial.  In  other  words, 
you  are  being  treated  as  (yipes)  a  human 
guinea  pig. 


Letter-to-the-Editor 

Feelings  of  desolation  and  despair  overwhelmed  my  family  and  me  when  we  received  news  that  my  older 
sister  had  passed  away.  She  had  been  living  in  Haiti,  waiting  for  her  interview  for  her  U.S.  permanent  residency  card 
when  she  died  from  an  aneurysm. 

I  was  moved  by  the  kindness  and  charity  of  the  students  and  teachers  «at  Boston  Latin:  thanks  to  the  immense 
efforts  of  a  group  of  teachers  and  the  generosity  of  students,  my  family  wasab>le  to  pay  for  an  airplane  ticket  to  Haiti 
to  attend  my  sister7 s  funeral,  which  we  could  not  have  done  alone.  In  the  hecttic  struggle  of  life  at  school,  one  tends 
to  forget  that  the  students  here  are  more  than  automatons  competing  for  grades,  but  humans  as  well.  It  is  this  shared 
humanity  and  compassion  which  gave  me  the  opportunity  to  say  my  final  gox>d-byes  to  my  sister. 

Coping  with  my  sister7 sdeathisa  difficult  ordeal,  but  not  being  able  tojgo  to  her  funeral  would  have  increased 
my  pain.  For  the  love,  generosity,  and  sympathy  of  the  people  -  some  of  whiich  I  do  not  even  know  -  who  made  it 
possible  for  me  to  go  to  Haiti,  I  will  be  eternally  grateful.  May  God  bless  all  o)f  you. 

Sincerely, 

Regine  Josefph,  II 


Forum  Question 

How  do  you  feel  about  a 
county  curfew  system? 
Please  state  why  or  why 
not  a  proposed  curfew 
would  prove  to  be 
beneficial  to  community. 


You’ve 
got  to  be  kidding. 
The  problem  with 
America  is  not  its 
children!  As  well 
as  violating  our 
civil  rights,  a  cur¬ 
few  embitters  kids 
Peter  Thomas  Black,  I  towards  the  gov¬ 
ernment  and  creates  more  opportunities 
for  teens  to  get  into  trouble  for  minor 
things.  Focus  on  real  issues,  like  drugs, 
guns,  teen  pregnancy,  and  inadequate 
school  funding. 


I  feel  that 
curfews  inhibit  an 
individual’s  free¬ 
dom.  If  teenagers 
have  been  prop- 
erlycducated — at 
home,  at  school  — 
then  they  should 
Helen  Gatzos,  II  have  enough  com¬ 

mon  sense  to  make  suitable  decisions  for 
themselves. 


The 
whole  idea  is  ab¬ 
surd.  It  we  are  part 
of  a  democracy 
then  we  cannot 
impose  totalitarian 
rule  on  a  large  por¬ 
tion  of  our  popu- 
Kay  Perdue,  III  lation.  A  curfew  is 
paternal,  or  maternal  —  which  is  why  it 
should  be  left  up  to  parents. 


It  is  up  to 
the  parents  to  tell 
their  children 
when  to  come 
home.  Even  if 
there  is  a  law  it 
should  be  for  12 
nidnighL 


Haris  Hardway,  IV 


I  don’t 
think  it’s  a  good 
idea  because  you 
can’t  stop  kids 
from  going  out  and 
staying  until  a  cer¬ 
tain  time.  The 
more  people  try  to 
Danny  Viola,  V  stop  kids  from  do¬ 
ing  something,  the  more  they’re  going  to 
want  to  do  it. 


Katie  Freely,  VI 


I  don’t 
like  the  idea  of 
county  curfews.  I 
feel  that  the  par¬ 
ents  of  kids  should 
tell  their  children 
when  to  be  home. 
County  curfews  in 
away  say  that  par¬ 


ents  don  ’  t  have  control  over  how  late  their 
kids  stay  out. 

The  above  students  were  randomly 
chosen.  They  do  not  necessarily 
express  the  ideas  of  the  Argo. 
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The 

Birdcage 


By  Andrea  Haney,  III 
Staff  Writer 


The  Birdcage  made  an  hon¬ 
est  attempt  to  appeal  to  both  gay  and 
straight  audiences  of  the  nineties,  but 
sorely  missed  the  mark.  While  the 
characters  were  impeccably  acted  (a 
star-studded  cast  including  Robin 
Williams  and  Nathan  Lane,  ya  gotta 
love  'em),  the  writing  and  staging  of 
all  the  homosexual  relationships 
lacked  any  kind  of  emotionional  at¬ 
tachment.  Nathan  Lane,  who  plays 
Robin  Williams’  lover,  is  immensely 
entertaining  as  the  starry-eyed  S  tarina, 
always  naive  and  easily  hurt.  How¬ 
ever,  their  characters  seem  to  have 
little  substance  and  we  are  told  noth¬ 
ing  except  that  they  are  “gay.”  Their 
relationship  is  unrealistic  and  unchar¬ 
acteristic,  considering  any  type  of 
relationship,  heterosexual  or  homo¬ 
sexual. 

Robin  Williams’  son  (from 
a  previous  marriage)  is  about  to  marry 
a  politician’s  daughter  and  informs 
his  father  that  he  must  change  his 
appearance,  the  interior  design  of  his 
house,  and  get  rid  of  Starina,  in  order 
to  entertain  the  soon  to  be  in-laws. 
The  comedy  begins.  Of  course  it  is 
funny  and  entertaining,  and  I  laughed 
through  the  whole  thing;  but  when 
you  realize  after,  what  you  saw  and 
what  you  were  laugh  ing  at,  it  all  seems 
wrong.  Here  is  the  son  of  a  homo¬ 
sexual  who  is  telling  his  father  to 
change  his  identity  so  that  he  can  be 
accepted  as  a  human  being,  and  we 
laugh?  Once  all  has  been  disguised, 
the  politician  and  wife  and  daughter, 
the  epitome  of  the  typical  American 
family,  arrives  and  soon  Mr.  Politi¬ 
cian  has  touched  upon  all  anti-gay 
subjects  including  the  exclusion  of 
gays  in  the  military.  The  movie  ends 
roughly  fifteen  minutes  later.  The 
politician  is  dancing  out  singing  “We 
are  family”  dressed  as  a  drag  queen 
and  seems  to  be  cured  of  any  hostile 
feelings  towards  homosexuality,  and 
you  just  sit  there  and  say  to  yourself 
“yeah  right.” 

The  Birdcage,  I’m  sure,  mis¬ 
leads  young  people  about  homosexu¬ 
ality.  It  helps  spread  the  already 
believed  stereotypes  about  how  ho¬ 
mosexuals  are  “supposed”  to  act. 
“This  is  how  they  walk,  this  is  how 
they  talk,  this  is  how  they  hold  a 
glass.”  And  people  wonder  why  the 
world  is  so  ignorant. 
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Leonard  Bernstein:  A  Distinguished 

Alumni 


By  Beth  Greenwood,  II 
Copy  Editor 


Okay,  so  you’re  showing  your  fam¬ 
ily  around  Boston  Latin.  You  come  to  the 
auditorium  and,  with  the  proper  tone  of 
Latin  Pride,  begin  pointing  out  the  names  of 
famous  graduates.  There’s  Benjamin 
Franklin  (he  didn’t  graduate,  but  you  don’t 
have  to  mention  that),  John  Hancock,  John 
Adams,  Ralph  Waldo  Emerson,...  Joseph 
Kennedy...  urn...  .  You  trail  off,  muttering 
something  about  more  famous  statesmen 
and  trying  to  remember  exactly  what  Henry 
Knox  did.  Then,  right  next  to  Kennedy,  you 
see  the  newest  name:  B  ERNSTEIN.  “  Y eah,” 
you  begin  enthusiastically.  “Leonard 
Bernstein!  He  wrote  West  Side  Story  and... 
you  know...  other  stuff.” 

Actually,  Leonard  Bernstein  did  a 
lot  of  “other  stuff.”  He  graduated  from  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin  in  1935,  then  went  on  to  Harvard, 
the  Curtis  Institute  of  Music,  and  the  Berk¬ 
shire  Music  Center.  He  was  the  first  Ameri¬ 
can  conductor  and  music  director  of  the 


New  York  Philharmonic,  from  1958  until 
his  retirement  in  1969.  He  was  a  talented 
piano  player  and  composer.  Among  his  bet¬ 
ter  known  works  are  (let’ s  say  it  al  1  together, 
now)  WEST  SIDE  STORY  ,  as  well  as 
Candide,  On  the  Town,  and  the  stunning 
performance  piece  that  he  wrote  to  open  the 
Kennedy  Center  for  the  Performing  Arts, 
Mass.  Along  with  his  contribution  to  the 
musical  world,  Bernstein  created  a  series  of 
educational  television  programs  and  a  book, 
Young  People's  Concerts.  He  wanted  to 
make  music  more  accessible,  and  it  is,  per¬ 
haps,  this  goal  more  than  his  impressive 
musical  talent  that  makes  him  worthy  of  his 
place  on  the  auditorium  wall. 

So  why  is  this  new  name  so  impor¬ 
tant?  It  will  be  pretty  hard  to  look  at  it  on  the 
back  wall  during  assemblies,  and  aside  from 
helping  you  save  a  little  face  when  giving 
tours,  it  doesn’t  seem  to  have  too  much 
effect  on  everyday  life.  However,  Bernstein’s 
name  means  a  great  deal.  So  many  of  the 
graduates  in  the  auditorium  are  statesmen, 
lawyers,  and  occasional  ly  philosophers.  The 


absence  of  an  artistic  graduate  seemed  to 
send  a  subtle  message  about  the  importance 
(or  lack  thereof)  of  the  arts  to  this  school. 
Bernstein’s  name  was  clearly  visible  to  the 
performers  on  Music  Night,  and  acted  as  a 
reassurance  that  the  musical  talent  of  Bos¬ 
ton  Latin,  past,  present,  and  future,  was 
appreciated.  Even  for  those  students  who 
don’t  participate  in  musical  activities, 
Bernstein  is  a  symbol.  Adams  and  Franklin 
and  Hancock  shaped  our  country’s  begin¬ 
nings;  Emerson  affected  the  American  way 
of  thinking;  Kennedy  and  his  children 
changed  America’s  politics.  All  those  ac¬ 
complishments  are  important,  but  they  seem 
to  put  emphasis  on  the  past.  By  honoring  a 
fairly  recent  graduate  whose  presence  was 
felt  by  most  people  alive  today,  our  school  is 
admitting  that  the  future  of  Latin  School  is 
as  important  as  its  impressive  history. 

So  Leonard  Bernstein  did  more  for 
the  music  world  that  write  West  Side  Story, 
and  now  he’s  doing  more  for  the  school  and 
the  students. 


Isadora  Duncan  Duncan  Dancing 


By  Sarah  Colvario,  IV 
Contributing  Writer 


Some  may  have  heard  of  Duncan  dance  but 
know  little  of  what  it  actually  is.  It  has  been  described  by 
some  as  ‘rebellious’  ballet  and  even  the  beginning  of 
modem  dance.  These  definitions  are  only  partly  correct; 
Isadora  Duncan  had  something  else  in  mind. 

Isadora  Duncan  (1878-1927)  wanted  to  steer 
away  from  the  restricted,  confined  movements  of  her 
time  to  create  an  art  form  of  simple,  natural  movements: 
skipping,  jumping,  leaping,  running  and  reclining.  Isadora 
also  incorporated  the  ancient  Greek  ideal,  poses  of  arms 
stretched  out  and  solarplexis  open  (the  light  in  the  center 
of  the  body  which  creates  life  in  movements)  to  make 
Duncan  dance  an  art  form  unto  itself.  It  is  dancing  at  its 
best  when  done  as  Isadora  had  intended. 

The  dances  were  choreographed  by  Isadora 
almost  a  hundred  years  ago.  Since  no  films  or  notations 
of  these  dances  were  made  in  Isodora’s  time,  the  chore¬ 
ography  has  been  passed  on  from  one  generation  of 
dancers  to  the  next.  Her  technique  is  so  that  the  technicali¬ 
ties  of  the  dance  aren’t  nearly  as  important  as  the  feeling 
and  the  movement  that  must  go  into  each  step. 

Having  danced  under  the  Duncan  technique 
since  age  eight,  I  am  able  to  admire  Isadora’s  teachings, 
and  I  am  happy  to  carry  on  the  tradition. 


By  Naomi  Krakow,  IV 
Contributing  Writer 

Recently  Dicki  Johnson  and  her  students  put  on  a  wonder¬ 
ful  performance  of  Duncan  dancing.  The  students  were  of  all  ages 
and  everyone  participated  equally.  The  smaller  children  (some  as 
young  as  four  years  old)  did  amazingly  well  considering  the  coordi¬ 
nation  of  young  children.  Dicki  Johnson  had  unique  ways  of  training 
her  younger  students.  During  one  piece  she  had  them  catch  bubbles 
and  feathers  in  order  to  help  them  keep  their  hands  soft  and  graccf ul. 


[They]  catch  bubbles  and  feathers  to  keep 
their  hands  soft  and  graceful. 


The  students  also  performed  dances  choreographed  by  Isador 
Duncan  herself.  One  of  these  pieces  was  “The  Three  Graces.”  It  was 
performed  three  times  throughout  the  show,  and  beautifully  each  Lime: 
once  by  the  youngest  children,  again  by  the  older  children  and  the  third 
time  by  teenagers.  (Sarah  Colvario  of  class  IV  performed  with  the  last 
group.)  Since  it  was  performed  three  times  by  different  ages,  the 
audience  was  able  to  view  the  skilled  progression  of  these  dancers. 

The  atmosphere  was  very  informal.  The  performance  took 
place  in  a  small  studio  with  room  for  the  audience  to  sit  close  to  the 
performers.  All  the  dancers  appeared  relaxed  and  danced  very  well. 
This  was  a  performance  of  great  technique  and  much  grace. 


FRENCH  EXCHANGE 

Will  parents  desiring  information  about  the  visit  of  Strasbourg 
students  to  Boston  in  October,  please  contact  Ms.  Brun  at  BLS  or  Mr. 
DeMerit  at  (617)  492  -1514 
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A  Farewell  to  Softball  Seniors 


By  Laura  Craven,  III 
Staff  Writer 


You  leam  a  lot  about  people  when 
playing  with  them  on  a  varsity  team.  I’ve 
had  the  privilege  of  playing  softball  with 
four  great  seniors:  Katie  Driscoll,  Della 
Dufresne,  Kelly  O’Rourke,  and  Kathleen 
“Wally”  Wallace. 

“The  seniors’  effort  in  helping  to 
mature  the  younger  players  with  their  expert 
advice  has  resulted  in  leaving  the  Wolfpack 
with  a  great  team  that  will  go  to  the  tourna¬ 
ment  next  year,”  is  Coach  Casey  and  Donna’s 
reply  when  asked  about  the  seniors.  Each 
one  is  different  and  they  all  have  things  for 
us  to  remember  them  by. 

Katie  can  always  get  the  team  to 
laugh.  S  he ’s  captain  of  the  “B  team ’’and  “a 
good  guy!” 

Della  is  the  voice  of  the  team.  She 
makes  the  long  bus  rides  exciting  with  her 
stories.  She  made  everything  have  a  bright 
side  and  taught  me  that  you  don’t  have  to  be 
the  best  to  be  a  winner. 

“The  thing  I’ll  remember  most 
about  softball  is  that  I  still  can’t  slide,”  says 
Kelly,  laughing.  Kelly’s  a  little  person  with 
a  big  heart.  Still  laughing,  she  continues, 
“I’m  always  late  to  practice  because  of  tardy 
detention  and  running  off  at  every  10th 
inning  to  go  to  Brigham’s!”  And  in  between 


all  of  that,  she  finds  time  for  softball! 

Wally’s  more  quiet  and  laid-back. 
Many  times  I  found  myself  sitting  next  to 
her  on  the  bus  just  telling  her  everything. 
She’d  sit  there  and  listen,  helping  me  with 
my  problems.  She  always  said  “...don’t 
worry,  it’ll  be  fine.”  And  she  was  always 
right.  Wally’s  someone  everyone  feels  they 
can  trust  and  confide  in. 

The  whole  team  has  become  close. 
These  seniors  could  make  anything  fun.  To 


me,  they’re  friends  for  us  to  look  up  to. 
They’re  there  when  I  need  them;  they’re 
there  for  all  of  us.  Whether  it  was  fielding 
tips  or  helping  the  sophomores  with  their 
traumas  for  the  semi,  they  always  would  be 
glad  to  lend  a  hand. 

Then  there  are  the  daily  events:  the 
dispute  over  who  the  high-archy  of  the  bench 
is,  “Dude,”  going  for  “a  swim”  in  the  pond 
for  over  thrown  balls,  “Thank  you  offi¬ 
cials,”  and  hearing  the  sound  of  Katie  sing¬ 


ing  “...someone  help  me  find  someone  to 
love  me.”  Wally  gave  us  great  tips  for 
swimming,  and  you  know  Della’s  been  rub¬ 
bing  off  on  you  when  you  start  calling  people 
“dude!!!”  Despite  what  the  boys  think, 
softball  girls  are  not  “beasts!” 

We  managed  to  survive  the  season 
without  any  major  injuries,  after  all,  “it’s 
just  a  softball.”  I  know  we’ve  all  learned 
something  from  the  seniors.  As  I  sat  and 
listened  to  them  telling,  “remember  when” 
stories  and  reminiscing,  I  knew  there  will 
always  be  times  when  something  will  re¬ 
mind  me  of  them. 

For  those  of  you  who  were  lucky 
enough  to  get  to  know  them,  they’re  four  of 
the  best  people  you’ll  ever  know.  Della, 
Katie,  Kelly,  Wally;  things  won’t  be  the 
same  without  you  next  year.  The  whole 
team  (Aliesha,  Alison,  Allison,  Amy,  “Bro¬ 
ken  Finger  Juli,”  Hot  TaMolly,  “A”-Lexxie, 
Maura  Michelle,  Rachel,  Sue,  and  myself) 
are  going  to  miss  you,  and  thank  you  for 
everything  you’ve  done  for  us.  We  could 
always  count  on  you,  so  “keep  smiling  ..keep 
shining,  knowing  you  can  always  count  on 
us,  for  sure,  that’s  what  friends  are  for.” 

***The  Varsity  Softball  team 
ended  it’s  season  with  a  9-9  record  and  are 
headed  for  the  State  Tournament  Thank 
you  to  our  great  coaches,  Mr.  Casey  and 
Donna  Lascaleia  ’94!*** 


Individual  Honors,  Crew-sing  Close, 

Not  Team  Honors  the  Charles  But... 


By  Vivian  Lam,  III 
Editorial  Board  Associate 

Unfortunately,  the  Boys’  Varsity 
V olleyball  team  did  not  meet  their  high  team 
expectations  this  year.  With  an  overall  record 
of  eight  wins  and  twelve  losses,  the  team  just 
missed  qualifying  for  the  state  tournament, 
contrary  to  pre-season  predictions.  Some 
impressive  wins  included  a  two-game  sweep 
of  Catholic  Memorial.  When  Mr.  Costello, 
the  varsity  coach,  was  asked  to  comment  on 
this  year’s  performance,  he  said  that  the 
team  was  “better  than  what  they  accom¬ 
plished.”  According  to  him,  the  main  cause 
of  their  failure  to  succeed  was  the  lack  of 
leadership  well  on  the  court.  Mr.  Costello 

The  true  star  and  crozvd- 
pleaser  of  the  team  had  to  be 
Anthony  Mui 

noted  that  the  final  game  of  the  season, 

against  Lowell,  was  an  example  of  the  whole 
season.  Despite  winning  the  first  set,  the 
following  two  sets  clearly  illustrated  how 
the  team  could  lead  by  a  wide  margin  of 
points  and  suddenly  fall  apart.  This  year  the 
biggest  winning  streak  they  could  muster 
was  a  whopping  two,  which  indicates  that 
next  year  will  need  much  improvement 
This  year’s  team  has  been  said  to 
be  “a  great  group  of  guys.”  Individually, 
their  talents  were  admirable,  but  together 
they  sometimes  were  not  able  to  finish  the 
job.  However,  Mr.  Costello  has  pointed  out 
a  few  players  who  have  overachieved 
throughout  he  whole  season.  One  of  the 
players,  the  very  young,  yet  experienced, 
Mike  “the  Bandit”  Tran,  is  only  a  freshman, 
but  has  been  play  ing  volleyball  for  our  school 
since  he  was  a  sixie.  During  this  year,  his 
first  on  the  varsity  team,  he  has  managed  to 
start  most  of  the  games,  and  as  each  day 


passes  by,  he  is  fine-  tuning  his  skills  as  a 
setter.  We  can  expect  him  to  be  a  future  all- 
star.  The  next  player  is  Kit  Lee,  one  of  the 
co-captains  and  a  senior  middle  hitter,  who 
has  been  a  varsity  player  for  two  full  years. 
He  has  been  awarded  a  second  team  all-star 
selection  for  the  East  Alliance,  which  is 
considered  the  strongest  lead  in  Eastern 
Massachusetts.  Finally,  the  last  stand-out  is 
the  other  middle  hitter,  Danny  “the  Cute 
One”  Lin.  This  being  his  first  year  on  var¬ 
sity,  and  since  he  is  only  a  junior,  he  has 
much  potential  to  be  a  key  player  next  year. 
He  has  been  awarded  a  first-team  all-star 
selection,  but  still  needs  to  improve  his 
overall  playing  skills.  There  are  also  some 
unsung  heroes  who  have  not  had  much  rec¬ 
ognition,  such  as  junior  Jonathan  Tran  with 
his  great  setting,  senior  Joe  Roe  with  his 
unbelievable  serving,  and  Kenneth  Lee  with 
his  incredible  front  row  abilities,  who  is  also 
a  senior.  Also,  you  can’t  forget  about  the 
supporting  cast  of  seniors  Victor  “the  Ace  of 
Spades”  Li,  Shi  Li  Mai,  Kevin  Moy,  and 
Robert  Yan,  as  well  as  juniors  Hoa  Ngo,  and 
Linh  “the  Poacher”  Ta,  because  they  have 
all  contributed  in  their  own  unique  ways. 
However,  the  true  star  and  crowd-pleaser  of 
the  team  had  to  be  Anthony  Mui,  the  other 
senior  co-captain,  who  dazzled  the  crowd 
with  his  amazing  hits  and  special  trash- 
talking  abilities.  He  led  the  team  by  far  in 
kills,  but  was  unfortunately  snubbed  from 
all-star  selection. 

Although  nine  out  of  the  thirteen 
varsity  players  are  seniors  and  will  not  be 
back  next  year,  we  can  depend  on  the  return¬ 
ing  four  out  of  the  six  starters  who  will  be  the 
nucleus  of  the  team,  providing  some  much 
needed  experience.  The  whole  varsity  team 
deserves  a  hearty  congratulations  for  a  re¬ 
spectable  season,  and  we  will  all  be  looking 
forward  to  watching  next  year’s  team  try  to 
beat  this  year’s  record. 


By  Lauren  McLaughlin,  II 
Sports  Editor  & 

Alex  Gorman,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

After  the  daily  McDonald’s  run 
and  carrying  the  100  pound  motor,  the  oars, 
and  a  boat  that  is  falling  apart,  the  Girls 
Crew  Team  begins  practices,  which  are  held 
at  Community  Rowing  in  Brighton.  Our 
coach,  Erin  Teare,  an  English  teacher  here  at 
Latin,  works  diligently  to  improve  her  team. 
The  captains,  Alex  Gorman  and  Katherine 
Higgins,  encourage  the  team  to  have  dinners 
to  culminate  unity,  which  are  essential  for 
the  sport  of  rowing. 

We  have  participated  in  two  races. 
One  was  on  the  Charles  River  against 
Barnstable,  CR1,  and  Brookline.  Although 
we  did  not  win,  we  placed  well  considering 
the  problems  we  have  encountered.  The 
varsity  team  has  just  begun  last  year.  Our 
second  race  was  held  in  Barnstable,  which 
we  lost,  but  we  still  had  fun.  The  focus  of  the 
team  has  been  on  our  continuing  progress, 
the  balance  of  rowing  well,  and  having  fun 
as  a  team. 


By  Laura  Craven,  III 
Staff  Writer 


The  Wolfpack,  after  making  a  good 
attempt  was  defeated  by  Catholic  Memorial 
on  Monday,  May  27.  Freshman  Chris 
McNeal  pitched  for  three  innings  and  was 
relieved  by  left-handed  sophomore  Anthony 
Bemazzani.  After  putting  in  a  good  effort, 
Anthony  was  replaced  by  Eric  Paulino.  The 
only  run  was  scored  in  the  first  inning  by 
lead-off  batter  and  shortstop  Will 
Bissonnette.  (We  won’t  mention  how  much 
they  lost  by!) 

The  team  came  back  to  beat  Acton- 

"We  hit  the  ball,  which  led  to 
run  production,  and  we 
played  well  in  the  field,  which 
led  to  a  win. "  comments  Will 
[Bissonnnette] 

Boxboro  8-1  on  May  28.  Lead-off  batter 
Will  Bissonnette  went  1-1,  scoring  twice. 
“We  hit  the  ball  which  led  to  run  production, 
and  we  played  well  in  the  field  which  led  to 
a  win,”  comments  Bissonnette.  Second 
baseman  Jason  Bums  had  a  good  defensive 
game  and  Tom  Russell,  who  was  credited 
with  the  win,  pitched  the  whole  game.  Se¬ 
nior  Aras  Knasas  got  a  home  run! 

Latin  finished  their  season  with  a 
record  of  9- 10,  leaving  them  one  game  short 
of  the  tournament.  The  team  is  in  good 
spirits  in  looking  forward  to  playing  better 
next  season.  Congratulations  to  Steve 
McCabe  and  Eric  Paulino  who  were  league 
all-stars.  Good  luck  to  seniors  Steve  McCabe, 
Aras  Knasas,  Derek  Byrne  and  Chris  Hurldin 
in  the  future. 
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Senior  Editors’  Notes 


By  Marianne  Staniunas,  I 
Copy  Editor 


I  am  sitting  in  oneof  approximately 
10,000  stately-looking  brown  seats  in  per¬ 
fect,  even  rows  filling  an  immense  audito¬ 
rium  with  so  many  names  prominently  dis¬ 
played  along  the  borders  of  the  upper  and 
lower  parts  of  the  walls;  with  so  many  light 
bulbs,  most  of  which  worked  to  brighdy 
illuminate,  almost  harshly,  this  huge  audito¬ 
rium.  My  feet  just  barely  touch  the  floor.  I 
am  surrounded  by  a  group  of  students  who 
look  the  way  I  feel  as  they  steal  somewhat 
awkward  glances  around  the  auditorium, 
trying  to  simultaneously  size  up  the  other 
students  around  them  and  focus  on  what  the 
important-looking  man  at  the  front  of  the 
auditorium  is  saying,  with  the  awe-inspiring 
power  of  his  voice  (He’s  not  even  using  a 
microphone!).  He’s  speaking  about  “our 
future  at  the  Latin  School,”  what  the  next  six 
years  will  offer  us  and  how  they  will  chal¬ 
lenge  us.  I  too  am  listening  to  the  Headmas¬ 
ter  (which  title  we  first-day-of-school  sixies 
roughly  translated  to  mean  “almighty  and 
supreme  commander”).  I  am  looking  to  my 
left  and  to  my  right  worrying  more  about 
who  my  friends  will  be  than  which  of  us  will 
be  graduating  in  six  years.  (Six  years  is  a 
very,  very  long  time. . . ).  Despite  my  best 
efforts  at  attentiveness,  my  mind  begins  to 
wander  as  the  Headmaster’s  words  and  things 
I  observe  around  me  initiate  long  strings  of 
thoughts. 

I  picture  myself,  very  involved  in 
the  Latin  School  clubs  -  I’ll  sing.  I’ll  act.  I’ll 
do  things  I’ve  never  tried  -  maybe  I’ll  even 
write  for  the  big-lime  school  newspaper  -  if 
they  ’  11  let  me.  Of  course,  I  can  ’  t  quite  picture 
how  I’m  realistically  going  to  engineer  all  of 
this  because  I  cannot  yet  truly  see  myself  in 
the  life  of  a  “Latin  School  Student.”  I  don’t 
yet  have  a  handle  on  what,  exactly,  that 
means.  My  eyes  wander  again,  carrying  my 
thoughts,  as  the  Headmaster  mentions  the 


famous  people  whose  names  appear  boldly 
on  the  “upper  frieze.”  I  recognize  at  least 
one:  “Franklin”  -  Maybe,  he  says,  one  day 
one  of  us  will  have  his  or  her  name  placed 
onto  one  of  the  empty  spaces  on  the  back. 
We  all  turn  to  look  at  the  last  blank  places  on 
the  wall.  I  do  a  little  mental  Figuring  -  S-T- 
A-N-I-.  .  .  nope,  there’s  no  way  that  my 
name  will  be  put  up  there  -  way  too  long. 

I  think  about  the  possibilities  at¬ 
tending  BLS,  this  new  school,  offers  for  me 
-  new  friends;  incredible  things  to  learn  and 
classes  to  take;  lots  of  activities  to  join;  a  big 
cafeteria  with  lots  of  lunch  opportunities.  I 
think  about  how  I  will  never  be  bored  during 
assemblies  in  this,  so  great  auditorium.  All 


these  thoughts  dance  across  my  mind,  ship¬ 
ping  back  and  forth  from  my  imagination  to 
my  logical  neural  pathways  as  the  sixie 
homeroom  teachers  call  out  their  lists  of 
students.  Homeroom  302:  Mr.  Kriensen  goes 
down  his  list  calling  several  names  familiar 
to  me,  and  finally  my  own  name;  as  I  quickly 
stand,  place  my  ESPRIT  bag  on  my  right 
shoulder  (it  hangs  down  past  my  knees),  and 
walk  carefully,  it  finally  becomes  real  to  me 
that  this  is  my  new  world;  that  I  am  in  the 


right  place;  that  Latin  School  is  both  my 
reality  and  where  I  belong.  It  clicks. 

So  here  I  am,  ending  my  senior 
year.  I  was  really  right  about  some  things 
about  this  school  (there’s  no  way  my  name’s 
going  to  fit  in  the  back  of  that  auditorium), 
and  really  wrong  about  others  (I  think  the 
whole  concept  of  great  “lunch  opportuni¬ 
ties”  in  the  cafeteria  and  boredom-free  as¬ 
semblies  attest  to  their  own,  shall  we  say, 
infrequency).  I  am  glad  I  came  to  Latin 
School  - 1  did  sing,  I  did  act,  I  did  write  for 
the  school  newspaper)  although  not  all  dur¬ 
ing  sixie  year  as  I  had  planned),  among 
countless  other  activities  from  science  fairs 
to  making  sushi.  I  met  wonderful,  fascinat¬ 


ing  people  and  found  many  great  friends 
among  them.  It  was  worth  it  to  come  here,  to 
make  it  all  the  way  through  (Yes,  it  was  even 
worth  Junior  year).  I  learned  more  that  I  ever 
imagined  possible  -  as  much  about  friend¬ 
ships,  people  in  general,  about  cultures  and 
lifestyles  different  from  my  own  as  about 
biology,  Latin,  or  math  -  maybe  more.  And 
now  I  find  myself  about  to  start  all  over 
again,  this  time  in  the  “world”  place  beyond 
Latin  School.  And  again  I  find  that  I  am  that 


By  Erica  Sood  &  Clara  Ellcrtson,  I 
Photography  Editors 


Okay.  So  now  that  our  six  years  are 
finally  over,  I’ve  realized  that  I  actually  do 
like  Boston  Latin  School  and  will  miss  it, 
even  though  I’m  certainly  not  too  upset  to 
get  out  of  here.  I  feel  like  I’ve  learned  a  lot 
in  high  school,  even  if  it  is  mostly  just  how 
to  write  a  six  page  paper  on  the  night  before 
it  is  due  or  how  to  survive  on  Five  hours  of 
sleep.  Seriously,  though,  Boston  Latin  is  a 
much  better  school  than  I  ever  realized.  Last 
year  my  friends  and  I  visited  a  suburban 
high  school  in  which  the  students  spent  the 
whole  day  aimlessly  wandering  the  halls  or 
smoking  on  the  front  steps.  We  even  left  the 
high  school  in  the  middle  of  the  day  and 
hung  out  in  a  laundromat.  I  can  tell  you  right 
now  that  would  get  old  real  fast.  I’d  never 
want  to  waste  four  years  of  my  life  sitting  on 
washing  machines  and  dodging  teachers. 

The  best  part  of  my  six  years, 
though,  has  definitely  been  the  close  friends 
that  I  have  made.  I  know  that  sounds  cheesy, 
but  what  better  time  is  there  to  get  sentimen¬ 
tal  than  the  last  few  days  of  my  senior  year? 
I  have  friends  at  Boston  Latin  School  that  I 
know  I’ll  never  lose  touch  with,  even  if  my 
phone  bill  next  year  does  eat  up  all  of  my 
summer  savings.  I’ll  make  300  cappuccinos 
this  summer  if  it  means  that  I  can  still  know 
every  little  thing  that  goes  on  in  my  friends’ 
lives.  After  all,  they  are  definitely  worth  it. 


little  girl,  her  feet  barely  touching  the  floor 
of  her  new  world,  her  mind  filled  with  pos¬ 
sibilities  carried  by  the  future,  what  college 
(my  God!  what  a  frightening  word!)  might 
offer  her;  still  not  quite  able  to  conceive  of 
this  new  world  as  reality;  -  still  stuck  some¬ 
what  in  the  world  [from  which  she’s  com¬ 
ing] .  She’s  a  little  nervous  with  anticipation, 
but  she’ll  stand  up  and  go  when  it’s  her  turn 
to  take  her  place  there,  even  though  Mr. 
Kriensen  won’t  be  there  to  call  her  name. 


A  Word  from  the  Class  President 


I 


If  you  can  stay  focused  on  your  ultimate  goals 
(which  are  to  get  into  college  and  receive  a 
diploma  in  June)  and  work  hard,  you  can  achieve 

all  that  you  want  to. 


By  Tameka  B.  Moss,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

Hello  BLS.  My  name  is  Tameka 
B.  Moss  and  I  am  the  President  of  the  Class 
of  1996.  I  am  glad  to  have  the  unique 
opportunity  to  address  the  entire  student 
body  because  there  are  so  many  experiences 
and  lessons  that  I’ve  learned  which  would 
help  you  during  the  rest  of  your  years  here  at 
BLS.  However,  since  there  isn’t  enough 
time  or  space  in  this  newspaper  for  me  to 
share  them  all  with  you,  there  is  just  one 
thing  thatall  of  you  must  know:  Each  of  you 
have  the  potential  to  succeed  at  Boston  Latin 
School. 

Self: 

In  order  to  be  a  good  student  you 
don’ t  have  to  spend  extra  hours  studying  and 
doing  homework  or  join  every  club  and 
team.  As  teenagers  you  should  be  enjoying 
all  of  life’s  experiences.  It  is  possible  for 
you  to  maintain  good  grades  and  an  active 
social  life  and  extracurricular  life.  To  do 
this  every  BLS  student  must  have  good  self- 
motivation  and  a  large  amount  of  self-con- 
Fidence  and  energy.  If  you  can  stay  focused 
on  your  ultimate  goals  (which  are  to  gel  into 
college  and  receive  that  diploma  in  June) 


and  work  hard,  you  can  achieve  all  that  you 
want  to.  Although  this  may  sound  too  ide¬ 
alistic,  it  is  a  very  plausible  method.  It 


deFinitely  worked  for  me. 

BLS: 

Since  BLS  is  filled  with  both  teach¬ 


ers  and  students  who  come  from  every  eth¬ 
nic,  religious,  and  socio-economic  back¬ 
ground  possible,  there  will  always  be  some¬ 
one  with  whom  you  don’t  get  along.  How¬ 
ever,  as  learned  individuals  who  will  be 
future  leaders  each  of  you  has  an  obligation 
to  respect,  accept ,  and  tolerate  one  another. 
Oneof  BLS’  bestand  most  unique  qualities 
is  its  diversity.  You  owe  it  to  yourselves  to 
explore  the  different  philosophies  and  per¬ 
sonalities  found  in  this  building. 

After  six  years,  I  can  truly  say  that 
I  learned  the  most  valuable  life  lessons  from 
my  peers  and  not  a  textbook  or  teacher.  That 
is  a  blessing  and  advantage  that  most  people 
never  even  experience. 

Future: 

In  September  of  this  year,  every 
one  of  you  (from  Class  VI  to  Class  I)  will 
have  the  chance  to  start  anew  and  become 
the  type  of  student  you  want  to  be.  When 
you  need  tutoring,  advice,  or  just  moral 
support  you  have  to  be  the  one  to  look  for  it. 
Don’t  ever  give  up  or  lose  hope. 

I  wish  all  of  you  a  successful  and 
satisfactory  journey  her  at  BLS.  I  hope  you 
enjoy  it  as  much  as  I  did.  Good  luck  and  may 
God  bless  you. 
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Senior  Poll 


1.  What  was  your  best  memory? 

Memory,  what’s  that? 

“Look  to  your  left,  look  to  your  right...” 

Taking  an  obscene  amount  of  personal  days  and  never  getting  caught 

The  Tower  of  Jell-0 

Friends 

Dressing  up  like  Mr.  Waldron 

Passing  my  Senior  Paper 

Getting  sent  home  in  March  for  wearing  shorts 

Senior  Year 

Sixie  Year 

Being  told  I  would  graduate 
Cancun!!! 

2.  What  was  your  worst  memory? 

Getting  caught  as  a  tiny,  little,  itty,  bitty  sixie-  and  getting  in  a  lot  of  trouble. 

Leaving  all  the  good  friends  and  memories  I’ve  made  here  for  the  past  six  years. 
Getting  detention  and  censured  for  eating  in  the  hallway  by  Mr.  Hannigan. 

Going  to  school 
The  lack  of  sleep. 

Mr.  C  calling  the  class  a  “disgrace”  during  a  lecture  freshman  year. 

Being  on  crutches  sixie  year  and  having  to  chase  the  bus  down  the  street,  and  finally 
missing  the  bus. 

Anticipating  writing  papers  until  3  in  the  morning. 

Sitting  in  the  auditorium  during  our  9th  grade  pep  rally. 

The  big  carbon  dioxide  scare. 

Mr.  O’Brien’s  death 

Sixie  year 

Bathrooms 

No  senior  privileges 

Teachers  taking  serious  power  trips. 


3.  Who  was  your  favorite  teacher? 
Ms.  Middleton 


4.  Did  you  enjoy  your  experience  at  BLS? 

a.  yes  b.  no 

89%  11% 


5.  What  color  locker  did  you  prefer? 
a.  blue-green  b.  brown  c.  tan 

86%  6%  8% 


9.  What  was  your  favorite  year? 

a.  VI  b.  V  c.  IV  d.  Ill  e.  II 

4%  15%  4%  10%  17% 


f.  I 

50% 


10.  What  was  your  bag  weight  in  pounds  sixie  year? 

a.  1-5  b.  6-10  c.  11-15  d.  16-20  e.  really  heavy 

18%  10%  10%  6%  56% 


11.  What  was  your  bag  weight  in  pounds  senior  year? 

a.  0  b.  .2-1  c.  1-10  d.  11-15  e.  sixie  caliber 

23%  39%  28%  4%  6% 


12.  How  many  sporting  events  have  you  been  to  this  year? 

a.  0  b.  1-3  c.4-6  d.  7-9  e.  I’m  a  sporting  freak 

20%  24%  16%  12%  28% 


13.  What  is  your  opinion  of  the  Argot 

a.  Most  wonderful  piece  of  literature  ever  written 

b.  Most  wonderful  piece  of  literature  ever  written 

c.  Most  wonderful  piece  of  literature  ever  written 

d.  Most  wonderful  piece  of  literature  ever  written 

e.  Most  wonderful  piece  of  literature  ever  written 

Suprisingly,  the  responses  were  unanimous 


6.  What  was  your  favorite  odor  in  the  school? 

a.  cafeteria  b.  boys’  locker  room  c.  girls’  locker  room 
42%  23%  22% 


14.  Would  you  have  paid  for  the  Lampoon  if  it  ever  came  out? 

a.  yes  b.  no  c.  What’s  the  Lampoon? 

d.  2nd  floor  bathrooms  20%  48%  32% 

13% 


7.  What  was  the  average  amount  of  sleep  you  had  B.C.  (before  college)? 
a.  0-1  b.  2-4  c.  5-7  d.  8-10  e.  11  or  more 

3%  16%  62%  13%  6% 


15.  Which  one  of  the  following  did  you  prefer  for  lunch? 

a.  Papa  Gino’s  b.  Taco  Bell  c.  Styrofoam -tray  lunch  d.  Domino’s  e.  home-made 
18%  28%  4%  1%  59% 


8.  What  was  the  average  amount  of  sleep  you  had  A.D.  (after  decision)? 
a.  0-1  b.  2-4  c.  5-7  d.  8-10  e.  11  or  more 

4%  12%  47%  25%  12% 


16.  How  many  times  did  you  set  foot  in  the  school  library  (you  know,  the  room  full  of 
books  on  the  third  floor)? 

a.  0  b.  1-5 

72%  54% 


c.  6-10 
15% 


d.  11-15 
12% 


e.  I  live  there 
7% 
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17.  How  many  times  did  you  go  swimming  in  the  fourth-floor  pool? 


a.  More  times  than  I  can  count  33% 

b.  None,  but  I  sold  a  tone  of  passes  to  it  to  19% 

pathetic,  little  sixics 

c.  What  fourth  floor  swimming  pool?  20% 

d.  As  many  times  as  I’ve  been  to  the  library  28% 


20.  What  was  your  favorite  after  school  hang  out? 

a.  Sparr’s  b.  Galleria  c.  Cafeteria  d.  Home 
4%  20%  13%  63% 


21.  Do  you  know  what  a  guidance  counselor  is? 

a.  yes  b.  no  c.  If  I  answer  this  question,  I’ll  have  to  kill  you. 

49%  24%  27% 


18.  How  many  times  have  you  gotten  away  with  passing  by  Mr.  Haritos  without  a 


pass? 

a.  As  many  times  as  the  Argo  has  issues  22% 

b.  As  many  times  as  the  Lampoon  has  issues  16% 

c.  As  many  times  as  the  Argo  has  typos  40% 

d.  Who’s  Mr.  Haritos?  22% 


19.  How  many  A.P.  or  honors  classes  did  you  take  for  the  desire  to  learn,  and  not 
for  the  credit? 

a.  0  b.  1-2  c.  3-4  d.  Jus’ Anglish  cuz  I  hooked  on  Fonix  What  is  A.P.? 

41%  33%  16%  2%  8% 


22.  How  long  did  it  take  you  to  notice  that  The  Register  is  a  noun  and  not  a  verb? 


a.  never  15% 

b.  instantly  24% 

c.  The  Register  is  a  noun?  11% 

d.  As  fast  as  it  takes  me  to  digest  cafeteria  food  4% 

e.  As  fast  as  Mr.  Casey  see  shorts  46% 


23.  How  many  licks  does  it  take  to  get  to  the  Tootsie  Roll  center  of  a  Tootsie  Pop? 
a.  1  b.  2  c.  3  d.  4,622  e.  1996 
13%  1%  8%  11%  67% 


Senior  Reflections 


By  Christina  Tinglof,  I 
Contributing  Writer 

When  I  knew  India  Henshaw  in 
the  7th  grade,  she  was  always  borrowing 
my  money.  “Don’t  worry  Christina,”  she 
said,  “”I’ll  pay  it  all  back  -  at  graduation.” 

Graduation?  That  was  billions  of 
years  away  still.  It  was  some  strange  distant 
thing  in  the  future.  Something  that  you 
couldn’t  even  think  about  because  it  was  so 
far  ahead.  And  now,  surprise!  Here  it  is, 
and  to  be  blunt,  it’s  kind  of  scary. 

There’s  a  comfort  in  doing  the 
same  thing  every  day,  seeing  the  same 
people,  a  certain  familiarity  which  is  what 
I  will  miss  most  as  I  venture  into  my  brave 
new  world.  It  hurts  me  sometimes  to  think 
that  when  June  9th  comes  and  goes,  there 


Graduation?  That  was  bil¬ 
lions  of  years  away... 


will  be  people,  acquaintances,  friends  even, 
that  I  won’t  ever  see  again,  probably  in  my 
whole  life. 

That’s  why  people  cry  at  gradua¬ 
tion,  because  it’s  one  of  the  first  major 
turning  points  in  life.  It’s  a  big  change  that 
begins  a  life  of  changes,  and  the  first  time 
for  some  people  that  good-bye  means  for¬ 
ever.  And  even  though  I’m  dying  to  flap 
my  way  awkwardly  from  the  nest  to  be¬ 
come  big,  bad  and  independent,  there’s  a 
little  teeny  part  of  me  that  wants  to  stay  in 
high  school  and  have  things  always  be  the 
same,  and  to  stick  with  the  routine  and 
never  change.  But  we’re  all  growing  and 
becoming  new  people,  and  this  is  a  phase 
that  is  over,  left  only  to  memories. 

So  get  ready  to  pay  up,  India  -  I’m 
outta  here. 


By  Liz  Hauck,  I 
Staff  Writer 


It  seems  almost  poetic  that  I  sit  here, 
drunk  on  sleeplessness  and  slightly  sick  of 
school  work  two  days  after  sign-out,  with  yet 
another  assignment  to  complete,  late.  Well, 
poetic  or  stupid,  I,  procrastinator  to  the  end, 
set  out  to  sum  up  the  past  six  years  of  my  so- 
called  life  (in  300  words  or  less),  as  my 
thoughts  twist  and  turn  in  a  trance-like  state. 


Latin  School  is  a  celebration 
of  excellence. 

My  mind  blinks.  It’s  s-s-s-s-sixie 
year.  I  have  Mr.  Krcinsen  for  homeroom  and 
Reading.  He  is  trained  to  kill  (he  has  told  us 
many  times)  and  fluent  in  the  Morse  Code 
(he  has  shown  us  many  times).  He  is  not 
exactly  the  warm-fuzzy  type  of  teacher  that 
you  just  want  to  hug.  Along  with  the  proper 
way  to  write  and  the  entire  poem  “The  Daf¬ 
fodils,”  he  taught  me  the  meaning  of  uncon¬ 
ditional  love  and  that  Latin  School  is  a  cel¬ 


ebration  of  excellence 

Eighth  grade  was  Connections. 
Lots  of  art,  theatre,  and  music.  I  began  to 
appreciate  art  that  year,  and  not  just  because 
it  got  me  out  of  school  a  lot.  In  the  ninth 
grade,  I  saw  a  gun  (a  real  gun,  a  big  deal)  and 
three  bullets  change  hands  in  biology  class 
and  we  got  the  “Ms.  Kelley,  Ms.  Edwards. . 
.  secure  the  doors”  speech.  I  think  Super¬ 
man  died  that  year  too.  Tenth  grade  was  the 
down  of  the  PS  AT/S  AT  period,  1 1th  grade 
its  prime,  and  12th  the  wake.  (1 1th  and  12th 
was  also  colored  chalk-using,  tree  hugging, 


Mr.  Browne  for  homeroom  -  121  rules!) 

My  high  school  experience  has 
been  punctuated  by  friendships  and  hair¬ 
cuts.  (The  former  mostly  good,  the  latter 
mostly  not.)  As  I  look  to  my  left  and  look 
to  my  right,  I  can’t  help  but  wonder  when 
and  who  I’ll  see  again  and  if. . .  (if  is  such  a 


dangerous  word,  two  letters  though  it  be.) 
I’ve  come  to  the  conclusion  that  we  have  a 
really  cool  class  from  the  top  10  to  the  300 
club.  In  those  yearbook  inserts  and  little 
books,  we  write  “See  ya  around. . .  see  ya 
later.”  I  keep  wondering  where  around  is 
and  when  later  will  be.  Maybe  at  a  super¬ 
market  or  at  our  25th  reunion.  Truth  is,  it’ll 
never  be  the  same  ...  we  go  our  separate 
ways  -  like  363  roads  diverging  in  a  yellow 
wood. 

Maybe  high  school  is  just  a  giant 
cliche,  with  a  lot  of  he  said-she  saids,  weird 


clothes,  useless  Latin,  and  emotional  vomit; 
I’ve  enjoyed  it.  I’m  gonna  miss  seeing  this 
potpourri  of  faces,  familiar  strangers  and 
strange  friends  alike,  flowing  through  the 
halls  in  a  seemingly  endless,  throbbing  river 
of  adolescence.  See  ya  later,  guys.  See  ya 
around.  This  is  good  luck  and  not  good  bye. 


GERMAN  EXCHANGE 


Will  parents  interested  in  information  about  the  Boston-Paderborn 
Germany  exchange  program  (Aug.  9  -  26  )  please  contact  Ms.  Brun  at  BLS  or 
Mr.  DeMent  at  (  617)  492-1514  as  soon  as  possible. 


..  .we  go  our  separate  ways  -  like  363  roads  diverging  in  a 

yellow  wood. 
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Throughout  the  past  few  years ,  members  of  the  Class  of  '96  have  been  featured  in  the  traditonal  Argo  Arts  &  Sports  Spotlights. 
While  it  was  impossible  to  spotlight  every  signle  talented  person ,  in  this  final  graduation  issue ,  staff  writer  Liz  Hauck  leaves  us 

with  a  few  more  highlights  of  the  graduating  class. 


Anthony 

Mui 
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Peter 

Gray 


Stephen 
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Greene 


By  Liz  Hauck,  I 
Staff  Writer 


By  Liz  Hauck,  I 
Staff  Writer 


By  Liz  Hauck,  I 
Staff  Writer 


By  Liz  Hauck,  I 
Staff  Writer 


Anthony  Mui’s  volleyball  career 
began  on  the  basketball  court.  Then  playing 
for  BLS’  Freshman  b-ball  team,  while  he 
was  (appropriately)  a  freshman.  Coach 
Costello  approached  Anthony  about  play¬ 
ing  volleyball.  A  year  later,  he  switched 
shirts  and  courts  and  has  been  playing  vol¬ 
leyball  ever  since.  Now  playing  his  third 
year  and  a  senior,  he  is  co-captain  of  the 
school  team.  Anthony  began  as  a  middle 
hitter  and,  having  mastered  the  art  of  cut¬ 
ting,  hitting  line,  and  hitting  over  blocks, 
currently  plays  outside  hitter,  which  is  his 
favorite  position.  His  career  highlight  came 
last  year  in  the  preliminary  round  against 
Newton  North;  he  entered  the  game  late  and 
went  on  togcttwenty-fivekills,  thus  leading 
BLS  to  a  3-0  victory. 

Anthony  also  plays  in  the 
Chinatown  Summcr9-man  league;  infact.it 
was  on  those  courts  that  he  really  learned  to 
play  the  game.  This  summer,  he’ll  be  play¬ 
ing  for  the  Hurricanes  and  they,  along  with 
the  other  teams  in  the  league  will  be  travel¬ 
ing  to  San  Francisco  for  the  annual  end  of 
the  summer  tournament. 

Other  than  volleyball,  he  enjoys 
rollerblading,  listening  to  music,  working 
(at  Olympia  Sports,  where  he  has  an  excel¬ 
lent  discount)  and  hanging  out  with  his 
friends,  the  self-named  “Bandits”  (As  to 
why  they  call  themselves  “The  Bandits”. . . 
that’s  another  story. . .) 

In  the  fall,  Anthony  will  be  living 
at  home,  commuting  to  Babson,  where  he 
will  probably  play  intramural  volleyball. 
Forever  a  Bandit,  he  sends  shouts  out  to  his 
best  buds. 


Rumor  has  it  that  Peter  Gray,  who 
has  managed  to  keep  a  low  profile  around 
the  school,  has  quite  a  stage  presence.  Ac¬ 
cording  to  one  source,  BLS’  own  Peter  Gray 
made  a  smashing  debut  on  a  Cancunian 
stage,  wooing  audiences  with  his  spectacu¬ 
lar  singing  and  dancing.  Unfortunately,  due 
to  the  cancellation  of  the  Senior  Show  (and 
by  the  way,  why  was  the  Senior  Show  can¬ 
celed?),  Peter  won’t  have  a  chance  to  dem¬ 
onstrate  his  talents  for  those  of  us  who 
weren’t  with  him  over  spring  break,  so  I 
guess  we’ll  just  have  to  wait  for  his  world 
tour. 

Other  than  singing  and  dancing  on 
far  away  stages,  Peter  enjoys  baseball  and 
soccer,  on  which  teams  he  played  for  Latin 
earlier  in  his  high  school  career.  He  also 
likes  to  swim  and  sleep,  not  necessarily  in 
that  order.  This  summer,  he  will  be  working 
at  the  Roche  Bros,  in  Westwood,  in  case 
anyone  wants  to  stop  by;  he  will  also  be 
swimming  in  his  pool  and  (you  guessed  it) 
sleeping. 

When  asked  to  reflect  on  Latin,  he 
says  that  at  one  time  he  was  unsure,  but  he’s 
glad  he  stayed,  and  that  these  past  few  years 
have  been,  to  say  the  least,  memorable. 
While  he’ll  miss  it  next  year,  he’s  ready  to 
leave. 

In  the  fall,  Peter  will  be  attending 
St.  Anselm’s  College  in  New  Hampshire, 
where  he  will  be  studying  business  manage¬ 
ment;  eventually,  he’d  like  to  own  his  own 
business  in  Florida,  perhaps  marketing  a 
special  line  of  gray  kazoos. 


Oompa.  That’s  one  of  Sieve’s  clos¬ 
est  friends  and  whom  he  will  be  rooming 
with  at  BU  (where  Steve  is  a  BU  scholar) 
next  year  and  while  he  (Oompa)  has  nothing 
to  do  with  this  article,  I  figured  that’d  be  a 
catchy  opening. 

If  Stephen  could  take  three  things 
with  him  to  wherever  he  goes  after  here  (as 
in,  Latin  or  life)  he’d  take  Book  of  Three,  by 
Lord  Alexander,  his  favorite  Bush  CD  and  a 
picture  of  Sandra  Bullock.  Apparently,  he 
wouldn’t  mind  being  naked. . . 

Having  been  here  for  six  years,  and 
thus  experiencing  many  masters,  he  says 
that  his  most  memorable  teacher  was  Mr. 
Salterio,  who  “. . .  draws  you  in. . To  those 
who  have  yet  to  experience  senior  year,  he 
says  “Manage  your  time  and  have  fun.” 

When  asked  to  say  something  about 
Stephen,  most  people  say  he’s  friendly.  Y up, 
he’s  a  good  friend ...  who  but  a  good  friend 
would  tell  your  CCD  teachers  that  you  fell 
asleep  during  their  favorite  movie?  (Thanks, 
bud,  like  you  were  really  paying  attention. . 
.)  Seriously,  you’ ve  probably  seen  him  jaunt¬ 
ing  down  the  hall  or  during  one  of  his  many 
appearances  in  Music  Night  (he  sings,  a  lot). 

In  ten  years,  Steve  will  probably  be 
in  a  CVS  somewhere,  on  one  side  of  the 
counter  or  the  other,  contemplating  priest¬ 
hood,  and  continuously  watching  “Chariots 
of  Fire.” 


7am-6pm,  Monday-Friday 


AVAILABLE: 

■school  supplies 
■study  materials 
■  sundries. 

Sparr' 


Sonya  describes  herself  as  a  re¬ 
markable  person  whose  pretty  darn  fresh.  I 
have  to  agree —  S  ony  a  has  this  energy  in  and 
around  her  that  draws  people  to  her.  If  she 
were  a  color,  she’d  be  periwinkle  blue,  prob¬ 
ably  sparkling. 

She  is  a  communicator;  with  a  cou¬ 
rageous  enthusiasm,  Sonya  talks  and  tells 
and  listens  and  talks.  She  is  easy  to  talk  to, 
and  easy  to  listen  to.  Her  communication 
skills  extend  from  spoken  to  unspoken.  She 
is  fluent  in  American  Sign  Language,  which 
she  began  teaching  herself  three  years  ago, 
so  she  could  “talk”  to  a  girl  at  her  church. 

Sonya  has  learned  a  lot  from  this 
school,  particularly  outside  of  books;  she 
says  she’s  experienced  “friendship,  racism 
and  (SOME)  of  the  best  teachers  in  the 
world,”  and  that  she’s  really  grown  a  lot.  In 
the  fall  she’ll  be  living  at  home,  taking  care 
of  her  son,  the  beautiful  Elijah,  and  majoring 
in  sociology  at  Framingham  Slate. 

Having  been  on  Pep  Squad  for  quite 
some  time  and  captain  for  two  and  a  half 
years,  Sonya’s  got  the  spirit,  both  inside 
school  and  out.  Once,  she  threw  up  on  a 
stranger  in  the  Omni  Theater. 

Sony  a  thanks  her  friends  and  (some 
of  her)  teachers  and  says,  “I  love  you  guys... 
I’ll  remember  you  guys.”  We  love  you  too. 
Son. 


8arrv5pm,  Weekends 


Drug  Store 

(617)  738-9737 
635  Huntinhton  Ave. 
Boston.  Mass,  02115 
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By  Christina  Tinglof,  I 
Contributing  Writer 


By  Liz  Hauck,  I 
Staff  Writer 


Self-described  as  opinionated,  laid- 
back,  with  a  good  sense  of  (sarcastic)  hu¬ 
mor,  Ethan  Sheldon  makes  up  approximately 
50%  of  the  BLS  Swedish  senior  contin¬ 
gency.  Though  he  doesn’t  participate  in 
many  school  activities  or  sports,  he  supports 
them  via  his  wallet;  he  tells  me  this  and 
proudly  pulls  a  newly  purchased  pullover 
from  the  Blue  Line  Club  from  his  bag,  thus 
proving  his  purple  pride. 

Ethan’s  pride  runs  deep.  As  trite  as 
that  sounds,  it’s  true.  Not  only  is  he  proud  of 
where  he’s  from  school- wise,  he’s  also  proud 
of  his  (our)  county:  he’s  in  the  National 
Guard.  He  spends  one  weekend  every  month 
doing  exercises  on  theCape  -  Camp  Ed  wards 
or  whatever  base  he  and  his  platoon  are  sent 
to  after  initially  meeting  at  the  Dorchester 
armory.  He  spent  last  summer  and  will 
spend  this  summer  at  Fort  Knox,  in  a  very 
boot-camp-like  atmosphere.  The  Guard  will 
pay  Ethan’s  way  through  school,  and  though 
his  obligation  will  end  upon  completion  of 
the  fourth  year  of  his  yet-to-be  decided 
college  career,  he  will  probably  continue 
with  the  National  Guard  for  some  time  there¬ 
after. 

Of  his  seven  years  at  BLS,  Ethan 
says  they’ve  been  “the  best  part  of  (his)  life 
so  far.”  And  when  asked  which  teachers 
have  made  an  impact  on  him,  he  answers, 
without  much  of  a  pause,  “Mr.  Tarpey  and 
Ms.  Middleton.”  To  underclassmen  he  ad¬ 
vises,  and  I  quote,  “Do  all  your  work  or 
you’ll  get  screwed  in  the  end.” 

Quite  fond  of  Michael  Jordan,  and 
himself  of  the  same  competitive  nature,  Ethan 
enjoys  basketball.  Though  he  docsn  ’  t  watch 
much  TV,  he  likes  Seinfeld.  And,  he  likes 
music  (I’d  be  more  specific,  but  he  wasn’t, 
so  I  can’t  be).  Eventually  (sensitive  man  that 
he  is),  he’d  like  to  have  a  family  -  the  whole 
shabang,  2  to  3  kids,  a  dog,  and  white  picket 
fence. 

When  asked  where  he’ll  be  in  ten 
years,  he  says  “. . .  I  just  wanna  be  happy.” 
(He’ll  probably  be  wearing  his  Blue  Line 
Club  shirt). 


Asked  to  describe  herself  as  if  to 
someone  who’d  neither  seen  nor  spoken 
with  her  previously,  Sarah  answers,  “short, 
Puerto  Rican,  heavy  set,  with  an  over  bite 
and  traces  of  a  Dutch  accent”  Such  is  the 
humor  of  Sarah  Adams. 

You’ve  probably  seen  her  strolling 
down  the  hall,  undaunted  by  the  sounding  of 
the  bells.  Tall  and  very  hip-py,  Sarah  - 
literally  -  stands  above  all  (well,  most)  of  the 
resL  With  hardly  ever  painted  fingernails 
and  a  sprightly  wardrobe  consisting  mostly 
of  variations  of  black,  brown  and  gray  with 
an  occasional  splash  of  navy  blue,  Sarah  is 
truly  a  colorful  gal.  But  enough  about  ap¬ 
pearances;  everybody  knows  that  (in  high 
school,  anyway)  people  are  judged  not  by 
what  they  wear,  but  instead  by  who  they 
are... 

Laced  with  sarcasm,  Sarah’s  sense 
of  humor  is  sometimes  misunderstood;  her 
comments  are  often  responded  to  with  I- 
don’t-really-get-it-so-I’Il-just-pretend-I-do- 
because-I’ll-seem-stupid-if-I-ask  half¬ 
smiles.  She’s  the  kind  of  gal  who  will  cheer 
you  up  when  you’re  down,  and  make  you 
laugh  really  hard  when  you’re  hot. 

She  has  played  in  String  Ensemble 
for  several  years,  is  class  secretary  (“Sarah 
for  secretary”...alliteration),  is  in  the  Key 
Club  and  is  President  of  Generations.  She 
was  also  the  costume  mistress  of  the  BLS 
Classical  Club  performances  of  both  “House 
of  Blue  Leaves”  (the  head  nun  was  really 
phat)  and  “Isn’t  it  Romantic?”  (Lillian  ate 
surprisingly  little). 

Sarah  will  forever  remember  her 
rather  lengthy  crushes  (during  the  earlier 
part  of  her  BLS  career)  on  Jon  Toland, 
whose  house  she  walked  by  every  afternoon 
to  see  him  play  basketball,  and  (during  the 
latter  part)  on  Dan  Famkoff,  with  whom  she 
was  slightly  more  aggressive  and,  well, 
stalked.  Attending  GW  (in  DC)  in  the  fall, 
Sarah’s  life  long  dream  is  to  see  inside  of  PT. 
Black’s  house. 


You  know  her.  You  must.  She’s 
probably  waved  to  you,  even  though  she 
doesn’t  know  you.  She’s  probably  still  said 
“Hi!”  and  stuck  her  hand  in  your  face.  Katie 
Driscoll  is  the  class  clown,  the  person  who 
makes  people  laugh,  who  will  never  leave 
you  alone  if  you  sit  next  to  her,  who  is  one  of 
the  best  saxophone  players  at  BLS. 

You  might  have  heard  her  in 
“House  of  Blue  Leaves,”  last  year’s  Classi¬ 
cal  Club  production,  if  you  were  lucky 
enough  to  be  there  on  one  of  the  nights  she 
was  performing.  You  might  have  heard  her 
in  the  famed  BLS  Jazz  Band,  or  at  some  of 
the  Wolfpack  football  games  in  the  Football 
Band,  or  during  one  of  the  school’s  func¬ 
tions  in  the  Senior  Band.  She’s  the  one 
laughing  muffledly  into  her  instrument,  but 
she’s  also  the  one  who  sounds  really  great 
when  she  gets  serious  and  play. 

The  first  time  I  heard  her  was  in 
eighth  grade  art  class.  She  played  a  little 
bluesy  thing  and  the  whole  class  was  like, 
“Wow,  she’s  cool!”  By  then,  she  had  al¬ 
ready  been  playing  for  four  years,  since 
fourth  grade  with  the  Holy  Name  Marching 
Band.  She  says,  “The  reason  I  started  to  play 
was  because  the  little  girl  on  Rags  to  Riches, 
I  forgot  her  name,  played  the  fake  saxo¬ 
phone  during  the  commercial  breaks  but 
now  I  realize  that  she  put  her  hands  on  the 
wrong  places.” 

So  I  guess  she  pretty  much  knows 
what  she’s  doing.  She  should  -  she’s  a 
musical  person.  She  helps  me  out  continu¬ 
ally  in  Music  AP.  She  plays  a  mean  har¬ 
monica,  and  is  teaching  herself  great  hits 
like  “Piano  Man”  and  “Chattanooga  Choo- 
Choo”  (well,  parts  of  them,  at  least)  on  the 
piano.  Last  year  she  spent  her  summer  at  a 
music  program  at  Berklee  College  of  Music. 

So  next  year,  when  Katie  has  gradu¬ 
ated  from  our  prestigious  Latin  School  and 
is  working  hard  as  a  freshman  at  Bates 
College  in  Maine,  three  bands  at  BLS  will  be 
lacking  an  exceptional  saxophone  player, 
and  our  halls  will  be  lacking  a  little  of  their 
energy  and  excitement. 


My  first  encounter  with  Kevin 
Wright  was  in  the  ninth  grade,  in  math  class. 
About  three  tests  into  the  first  term,  as  most 
of  us  were  groaning  and  complaining  that 
the  tests  were  too  hard,  thus  justifying  our 
less  than  stellar  scores,  the  teacher  said  “. . . 
Kevin  Wright  is  a  B-sie  and  he’s  been  get¬ 
ting  As,  so  I  don’t  know  what  your  problem 
is  .  .  .  You  should  all  learn  from  Kevin.” 
Then,  as  we  all  craned  our  necks  to  shoot 
him  the  death-glare,  he  just  shrugged  and 
smiled  widely.  Four  years  later,  as  I  remind 
him  of  that  story,  he  just  shrugs  the  same 
shrug  and  smiles  the  same  smile,  widely. 

When  asked  to  describe  himself,  as 
if  to  someone  he’s  never  met  before,  Kev 
quips,  “The  other  Kevin,”  laughs  and  adds, 
“calm,  quiet ...  the  perfect  gentleman  type.” 
He  “lives  life  to  the  fullest”  and  is  inspired 
by  his  parents.  When  asked  who  or  what  the 
most  influential  force  in  his  life  is,  he  replies 
“God  ...  put  God  in  charge.” 

Having  participated  in  City  Build, 
Student  Council,  and  four  years  of  track, 
Kevin,  who  is  affectionately  referred  to  as 
“KevMac”,  says  of  his  BLS  experience, 
“Everything’s  been  cool.”  So  cool  that 
Kev’s  had  perfect  attendance.  However, 
with  23  last  years  and  31  this  year,  he  has 
acquired  quite  a  collection  of  lardy  slips,  of 
both  the  pink  and  white  variety,  and  one  can 
conclude  that  he  truly  believes  in  the  “better 
late  than  never”  philosophy. 

Later  on  this  year,  Kev  will  begin 
his  college  career  at  Northeastern,  where  he 
will  (surprise,  surprise)  be  majoring  in  some¬ 
thing  that  has  to  do  with  math. 

Kevin’s  message  to  the  world  is: 
“Chill ...  all  this  violence  isn’t  necessary.” 
He  goes  on  to  say,  “Look  at  us,”  (as  we  sat 
with  Rob)  “our  backgrounds  couldn’t  be 
more  different . . .  and  we’re  just  chillin’. . . 
and  them  (referring  to  the  guys  next  to  us 
holding  playing  cards  with  hands  of  various 
hues),  they’re  just  chilling,  getting  along  . . 
.  Everybody  should  just  chill.”  To  the  Class 
of  ’96,  he  says  “Good  luck.  Do  well.  Re¬ 
member  BLS.” 


John  Cillo 
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John,  Joe,  &  Walter 


By  Liz  Hauck,  I 
Staff  Writer 

In  interviewing  Jon,  Joe,  and  Walter,  I  set  out  to 
expose  a  side  of  them  that  no  one  had  ever  seen  before; 
Turns  out,  they  took  care  of  that  task  last  fall.  Hailing  from 
the  illustrious  Hyde  Park,  and  occasionally  sporting  three 
dollar  t-shirts,  these  “Tusken  Raiders”  are  an  interesting 
three  and  while  what  others  think  of  them  doesn’t  really 
phase  them,  they  don’t  respond  well  to  being  called  imma¬ 
ture.  Oh,  but  they’re  not  immature.  .  .  they’re  funny. 
Always  laughing  at  each  other  or  making  other  people 
laugh,  they’re  the  type  of  guys  that  would  make  being  stuck 
in  an  elevator  fun  (or  at  least  funny). 

Asked  to  reflect  on  their  six  years  at  this  institution, 
Jon  recalls  the  boyhood  crush  that  he  and  Joe  had  on  a 
certain  homeroom  teacher  whom  they  lovingly  tormented 
with  antics  such  as  flicking  off  the  lights,  ducking,  and 
running  away. 

Laid  back,  with  a  Lowell  from  Wings  kind  of  voice 
and  bearing  an  uncanny  resemblance  to  Doogie  Howser 
(according  to  Will  Austin),  Jon’s  not  the  type  to  flip  out  over 
something  that  doesn’t  go  his  way;  flipping  over  while  out 


on  his  way  (in  his  car),  however,  is  another  story,  but  he’ll 
have  to  tell  you  that  one  himself.  While  the  Math  Team  isn’t 
one  of  Joe’s  extracurricular  activities.  I’ve  been  told  that  a 
knack  for  multiplying  is  in  his  genes  (or,  perhaps  more 
accurately  his  jeans).  And  Walter,  well  he  thinks  Joe  Beard 
is  beautiful. 

Discussion  shifts  to  plans  for  the  future. . .  Septem¬ 
ber  will  find  Joe  and  Walter  at  Framingham  State  and  Jon  at 
UMASS,,  Amherst  As  for  the  more  distant  future,  Joe 
would  like  to  get  married  and  have  kids;  more  specifically, 
he  plans  to  create  “the  perfect  child.  . .  like  Jon  Toland.” 
While  Jon,  (prospective  roadkill  sanitation  engineer  and 
space  cadet  wannabe)  on  the  other  hand,  proudly  proclaims, 
.  “I  wanna  be  a  singer.” 

Probably  the  most  delightful  surprise  of  our  time 
together  was  the  impromptu  guest  appearance,  of  the 
Reverand  .  Jeremiah  Toland,  who  heartily  preached  about 
the  oppressive  government  as  his  two  young  disciples  sat 
nodding,  with  tears  in  their  eyes.  Nevertheless,  it  was  cool. 
. .  thanks  guys  for  a  truly  poonerific  experience,  and  if  you 
need  help  with  the  script  for  your  next  movie. . .  (oh,  yeah, 
and  they  make  movies). 


(617)  327-7843  David  Gorin,  president 
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Eli  Pabon 


picture  not 
available 


By  Liz  Hauck,  I 
Staff  Writer 


Some  people  march  to  the  beat  of  a  different 
drummer;  Eli  Pabon  is  her  own  drummer.  With  a  master 
drummer  for  a  father,  she’s  been  exposed  to  drumming  her 
whole  life  and  took  up  the  rhythmic  instrument  seven  years 
ago.  Inside  school,  she’s  played  with  the  Jazz  Band  for  the 
past  two  years;  outside  la  escuela,  she’s  played  in  Tumbao 
Juvenil  and  Sabor  Juvenil,  smallish  groups  that  perform 
around  the  greater  Boston  area.  She  also  began  and  leads  the 
dance  group  “Condesas,”  which  consists  of  12-17  year  old 
dancers,  many  of  whom  are  cousins;  where  music,  dance, 
and  all  else  are  concerned,  Eli  is  extremely  family  oriented. 
Incidentally,  Condesas  recently  performed  at  BLS  in  its 
Sabor  Latino,  and  is  occasionally  seen  on  Channel  3. 

Here  at  school,  Eli  has  sung  (and  had  solos)  in 
Gospel  Choir,  is  a  six  year  veteran  of  TAG,  a  cheerleader, 
and  not  only  a  member  but  also  the  president  of  the  Hispanic 
Society.  Her  spirited  participation  in  these  among  other 
school-related  activities  earned  her  the  title  “Most  School 
Spirit.” 

Before  she  goes  on  to  study  at  Bridgewater  State 
University  in  September,  she  advises  underclassmen,“Don’t 
give  up. . .  don’t  be  intimidated. . .  involve  yourself  in  school 
(extracurricular  activities),  or  it  could  be  boring.”  As  for 
where  she’ll  be  in  ten  years,  Eli  says  “on  tour. . .  singing, 
playing  drums,  or  modeling.” 

Fluent  in  both  Spanish  and  English  and  having 
studied  French  and  Greek,  Eli  may  be  a  poly-linguist  some¬ 
time  in  the  near  future.  And  she  may  someday  teach  on  the 
elementary  level. 

A1  fin  de  nuestra  interview,  Eli  sends  shouts  out  to 
BDC,  The  Corny  Girls,  and  The  Crew,  smiles,  clicks  her 
long  ivory  nails  in  the  way  only  she  can  do  it,  smiles,  and 
says,  “Scootles.” 


'fyou  ta4te  t£e 
cU££ene*tce  at 


1920  A  Beacon  Street 
Brookline,  MA 
566-6468 
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The  Next  Step. . . 


Adams,  Sarah  GW 

AJodha,  Steve  Northeastern 

Aldag,  Jason  Hobart  College 

Alexander,  Robert  BU 

AH,  Nadir  Undecided 

Allison,  Soi\ja  Salem  State 

Allukian,  Kristen  Mount  Holyoke 

Almahdi,  Imhotep  BC 

Ambrolse,  Dominique  UMASS,  Amherst 

Amuzzlnl,  Kristen  BU 

Ansaldo,  Loreto  MIT 

Argueta,  Manuel  U  of  London 

Arreaga,  Jimmy  UMASS,  Amherst 

Austin,  William  Harvard 

Avasalu,  Erik  UMASS,  Amherst 

Bababekov,  Arthur  BU 

Baecker,  Julie  Clark  U 

Ball,  Aaron  UMASS,  Boston 

Barros,  TchintcuaDartmouth 

Barrows,  AnthonyUMASS,  Boston 

Beard,  Joseph  Framingham  State 

Bench,  Juliette  Cornell 

Benitez,  Roberto  UMASS,  Amherst 

Bernier,  Jean  Roland  Suffolk  U 

Bernozzi,  Jeremy  Northeastern 

Biagiotti,  Malinda  Bentley 

Bilodeau,  Gregory  GW 

Bishop,  Renee  Undecided 

Black,  Peter  Thomas  Yale 

Blain,  Johan  ne  Wellesley 

Bletzer,  Christopher  BU 

Bogazlotis,  Marlnella  BU 

Bognanno,  Danielle  Bridgewater  State 

Branagan,  Andrew  Occidental 

Breen,  Joseph  UMASS,  Amherst 

Brent,  Samantha  Stonehill  College 

Brome,  Janelle  Undecided 

Brooks,  Angela  Bowdoin 

Brophy,  David  Dalhousin  U 

Brower,  Joshua  Bridgewater  State 

Brown,  Jason  Northeastern 

Brown,  Kaitryn  Bridgewater  State 

Bruno,  Tanya  Northeastern 

Bunker,  Martha  BC 

Burns,  Paul  Babson 

Burson,  Jesse  St.  John  -  New  Mexico 

Byrne,  Derek  UCONN 

Carroll,  Paul  UMASS,  Amherst 

Chae,  Sandra  Clarkson 

Champagne,  Lisabeth  Lesley  College 

Chan,  Lik  Fun  Northeastern 

Chan,  Michael  Babson 

Chase,  Zena  Undecided 

Cheung,  Nicholas  BU 

Chew,  Lisa  BU 

Chiaradonna,  Scott  Bentley 

Chin,  Catherine  Emerson 

Choi,  Mario  BU 

Chow,  Melissa  BU 

Chung,  Jonathan  Wentworth 

Claiborne,  Bern  UMASS,  Amherst 

Clinton,  Andrea  UMASS,  Amherst 

Coard,  Mackie  Brown  U 

Colvin,  Natasha  UMASS,  Boston 

Cooper,  Allison  Undecided 

Cortez,  Karla  not  available 

Cortiella,  Nina  U  of  Puerto  Rico 

Costa,  Janelle  GW 

Costa,  Renae  Undecided 

Cunniffe,  Thomas  Suffolk  U 

Curtin,  Alicia  Franklin  Pierce 

Dahlbeck,  Tara  BU 

Daly,  Matthew  Carolina  Costal  U 

David,  Erin  UVM 

Delacruz,  Edwin  BC 

Delago,  Erika  BU 

Demlnico,  Susan  Smith 

Depina,  Nancy  UMASS,  Amherst 

Dever,  Sheila  Framingham  State 

Diaz,  Edinson  Suffolk  U 

DU  low,  Katherine  Bridgewter  Stale 

Dinisco,  Matthew  UMASS,  Amherst 

Do,  Quan  Harvard 

Dobbs,  Craig  UMASS,  Amherst 

Dongo,  Darinka  Northeastern  University 

Dorsey,  Margaret  BU 

Doulki,  Hind  BU 

Downing,  James  Kenyon  College 

Driscoll,  Deidre  UMASS,  Amherst 

Driscoll,  Kathleen  Bates 


Driscoll,  Sean  UMASS,  Amherst 

Dufresne,  Della  BU 

Egleston,  Robert  Colby 

Eilertson,  Clara  U  of  Cinncinati 

Ellison,  Trade  Northeastern 

Enos,  Susanne  UMASS,  Amherst 

Evans,  Dwayne  UMASS,  Amherst 

Farrell,  Christopher  Catholic  U 

Feeney,  Matthew  BC 

Fenton,  James  UMASS,  Lowell 

Fidalgo,  Kevin  UMASS,  Amherst 

Finn,  Katie  BU 

Forte,  Jamie  Framingham  State 

Frankoff,  Christopher  City  Year 

Freimanis,  leva  U  of  New  Hampshire 

Fuller,  Danyeile  Framingham  State 

Galeota,  Cecelia  BC 

Gallant,  Michelle  Northeastern 

Galvin,  Julie  UMASS,  Amherst 

Giang,  Andy  UMASS,  Amherst 

Gibbons,  Christine  Bowdoin 

Giliis,  Susan  Babson 

Gimbrone,  Michaela  Undecided 

Giorgetti,  Matthew  Babson 

Gobbi,  Allison  Westfield  State 

Gong,  Xiao  Qi  UPENN 

Gooden,  Sonia  UMASS,  Boston 

Goodwin,  Nora  BU 

Gordon,  Lisa  Howard  U 

Gorman,  Alexander  UPENN 

Gorman,  Amanda  UMASS,  Amherst 

Goss,  Leonard  Clark-Atlanta 

Gouthro,  Celine  BU 

Grace,  Darryl  BU 

Grant,  Maribeth  BU 

Gray,  Peter  Saint  Anslem 

Green,  Sonya  Framingham  State 

Greene,  Janeen  U  of  Pittsburg 

Griffin,  Deidre  BC 

Griffin,  Mary  Margaret  BC 

Guevara,  Dennis  UMASS,  Boston 

Hall,  Timika  Undecided 

Halloran,  Zachary  Brandeis 

Hamilton,  Marisa  Wentworth 

Hamlett,  Christine  Wentworth 

Hamrock,  Jessica  Undecided 

Harris,  Charlese  Hampton  U 

Harvey,  Rahdahl  Salem  State 

Hasnath,  Sania  not  available 

Hatcher,  ShamikaNortheastem 

Hauck,  Elizabeth  BC 

Henshaw,  India  North  Carolina  Central 

Hernandez,  Ismael  UMASS,  Boston 

Hew,  Sharlene  Hampton 

Higginbottom,  Sonia  North  Carolina  Cent. 

Higgins,  Katherine  UMASS,  Amherst 

Higgins,  Orla  BU 

Hinchliffe,  Thomas  BU 

Hodjat,  Nikan  UMASS,  Amherst 

Hoxha,  Karla  UMASS,  Amherst 

Hu,  Jin  Northeastern 

Hunte,  Clrisha  Undecided 

Hurld,  Christopher  Bates  College 

Hurley,  Lisa  BU 

Iannacone,  Christopher  BU 

Ibrahim,  Mickela  UMASS,  Boston 

Iruka,  Iheoma  Udok  Temple 

Jackson,  Janine  Gordon 

Jee,  Allan  North 

Johnson,  LettechaMass  College  of  Ait 

Johnson,  Marta  Undecided 

Jones,  Derik  North  Carolina  Cent. 

Karapetian,  Mara  Undecided 

Kavaleski,  Jill  Suffolk 

Kelly,  Charles  UMASS,  Amherst 

Kelly,  John  Undecided 

Kelly,  Liam  Fairfield  U 

Kelly,  Michael  Undecided 

Kennedy,  Jason  UMASS,  Boston 

Kidd,  Shea  Clark-Atlanta 

Kierstead,  April  UMASS,  Boston 

Kilday,  Jaclyn  Northeastern 

Kiley,  Thomas  BU 

Klein,  John  Northeastern 

Knasas,  Aras  Tufts 

Knobel,  Mark  MIT 

Kong,  Alan  BC 

Kostigen,  Stephen  BU 

Kuang,  Miaoji  UMASS,  Amherst 

Kunz,  Eben  MIT 


Kwan,  Sammy  Undecided 

Kwong,  Allen  BC 

Lane,  Samatha  George  Washington 

Langley,  Charles  Northeastern  U 

Lavelle,  Matthew  UMASS,  Amherst 

Law,  Ka  Wing  USC 

Le,  Kim  True  BU 

Leach,  Laura  St.  Anselm 

Leahy,  Bridget  Undecided 

Leahy,  Kaitlyn  St.  Anselm 

Lee,  Albert  U  of  Southern  California 

Lee,  Andy  UMASS,  Amherst 

Lee,  Annie  Simmons 

Lee,  David  not  available 

Lee,  Kenneth  BU 

Lee,  Kit  Hay  UMASS,  Amherst 

Leon,  Jeffrey  not  available 

Lepe,  Gabriel  not  available 

Li,  Sharon  UMASS,  Amherst 

LI,  Victor  BU 

Li,  Winnie  BU 

Li,  Xing  Ling  Tufts 

Li,  Ying  BU 

Limontas,  Jean-Paul  BU 

Lindsay,  Tamara  Spellman  College 

Lintz,  Troy  UMASS  Amherst 

Liza,  Manuel  U  of  Virginia 

Luna,  Hector  Bridgewater  State 

Luu,  Linh  Northeastern 

Lynch,  Jessica  Bridgewater  State 

Lyons,  Eileen  UMASS,  Amherst 

Lyons,  Walter  III  Framingham  State 

Madden,  Colleen  BU 

Maisberger,  Anna  Harvard 

Mango,  David  Undecided 

Marcellus,  Rodney  UM 

Masiero,  Lascasilvana  Northeastern 

Masmela,  Bernard  UMASS,  Boston 

Mason,  Ryan  Westfield  State 

Maynard,  Ruth  Undecided 

McCabe,  Stephen  St.  Anselm 

McCarthy,  Christine  U  of  New  Hamphsire 

McCarthy,  Michael  Undecided 

McCormick,  Alexander  Dartmouth 

McCullough,  Debra  BU 

McDonough,  Allison  UMASS,  Amherst 

McKenna,  B  rigid  Hunter  College 

McKenna,  Mark  U  of  Hartford 

McLaughlin,  Lisa  Bowdoin 

Medico,  Michelle  UMASS,  Amherst 

Meegan,  Patricia  UMASS,  Amherst 

Megie,  Priscilla  Hampton 

Mel,  Shi  Li  UMASS,  Amherst 

Melplgnano,  Lisa  Fordham 

Miller,  Garreth  Undecided 

Milonopoulos,  Elizabeth  BC 

Mllstein,  Deborah  Wellesley 

Mitchell,  Lisa  BU 

Moone,  Sean  Suffolk  U 

Moore,  Andrea  Undecided 

Moore,  John  Hamphsire  College 

Moses,  Karla  Georgetown 

Moss,  Tameka  Yale 

Mowatt,  Leonola  Bridgewater  Slate 

Moy,  Kevin  UMASS,  Amherst 

Moy,  Winnie  UMASS,  Amherst 

Mui,  Anthony  Babson 

Mullen,  Timothy  UMASS,  Boston 

Nardi,  Giancarlo  BU 

Nesmith,  Natasha  BU 

Newman,  Sean  University  of  Cent.  Conn. 

Ng,  Pui  Sze  Undecided 

Ngo,  Hoa  Bentley 

Nguyen,  Due  not  available 

Ni,  Jun  Yan  Harvard 

Nichols,  MeUne  BU 

Noble,  Andre  Levon  Lincoln  U 

Noj,  Nancy  not  available 

Norins,  Jennifer  Undecided 

O'Donovan,  Anne  Northeastern 

O'Neill,  Mary  BU 

O'Neill,  Nicole  UMASS,  Boston 

Onujiogu,  Nonyem  Spellman  College 

O'Rourke,  Kelly  UMASS,  Amherst 

Ortiz,  Elvis  UMASS,  Boston 

Pabon,  Elizabeth  Bridgewater  State 

Papathanask),  Mari  Undecided 

Pappas,  Aimee  Catholic  U 

Pasture,  Jennifer  Wheelock  College 

Peace,  Mallari  U  of  Michigan 


Peck,  Matthew  UCONN 

Penaloza,  Sandra  Bridgewater  State 

Pender,  Kristine  UMASS,  Amherst 

Perez,  Luis  UMASS,  Boston 

Pierottl,  Nicole  Curry  College 

Powers,  Erin  UMASS,  Amherst 

Raynor,  Toure  Northeastern 

Rice,  Ericka  UMASS,  Lowell 

Richard,  GabrlelaNYU 

Roberts,  David  UMASS,  Amherst 

Roc,  Miriama  Bridgewater  State 

Roe,  Joseph  U.S.  Air  Force  Academy 

Romain,  Janelle  Columbia  Union  College 

Romero,  Carlos  BU 

Ruano,  Raquei  Holy  Cross 

Ryland,  Cleon  UMASS,  Boston 

Sakakeeny,  Kria  BU 

Salazar,  Hayden  UMASS,  Amherst 

Satinsky,  Sonya  Oberlin  College 

Schubert,  Erich  Pratt  Institute 

Shanks,  Jennifer  GW 

Sheets,  JU1  BU 

Sheldon,  Ethan  Mass  Army  N.  Guard 

Shelton,  Eric  Wentworth 

Shelton,  Susan  Regis 

Sheppeck,  John  UMASS,  Amherst 

Simon,  Amanda  Connecticut  College 

Smith,  Nigel  Bridgewater  State 

Sood,  Erica  Wesleyan 

Spinola,  Maria  Columbia 

Springette,  Marsha  Undecided 

Staniunas,  Marianne  Harvard 

Starck,  Cheryl  Bridgewater  State 

St.  Clair,  Jason  BU 

Sullivan,  Elizabeth  BC 

Sullivan,  Megan  BU 

Sung,  Polly  Babson 

Szeto,  Amy  Wellesley 

Tan,  Sonny  Harvard 

Teixelra,  Andrew  Suffolk  U 

Telesford,  Winston  Northeastern 

Thong,  Khuan  Man  Regis 

Tierney,  Joseph  Providence  College 

Tighe,  Leah  UVM 

Tlnglof,  Christina  Colby  College 

Toland,  Jonathan  UMASS,  Amherst 

Tong,  Annie  BC 

Tran,  Anh  Tu  UMASS,  Amherst 

Tran,  Hahang  Babson 

Tran,  Long  Bates 

Tran,  Mai  Chi  Mass  C  of  Pharmacy 

Tran,  Tammie  BC 

Tran,  Thao  Bridgewater  State 

Truslow,  James  Oberlin 

Tulloch,  Kabede  UMASS,  Amherst 

Turner,  Ricardo  Wentworth 

Tynan,  Kelly  Stonehill  College 

Uchendu,  Chinweuba  Tufts 

Vega,  Oscar  Northeastern  U 

Vu,  Nhu  Don  UMASS,  Boston 

Vu,  Tong  Thanh  Babson 

Walker,  Brandi  Mount  Ida  b 

Wallace,  Erica  Johnson  &  Whales  U 

Wallace,  Kathleen  Mass  Maritime  Academy 

Walsh,  Jane  Undecided 

Waterfall,  JeremyRPI 

Weathers,  Joanne  Undecided 

Webb,  Rebecca  Brandeis 

Whitsey,  Taifa  Mount  Ida 

Williams,  Brian  BC 

Williams,  Gloria  Mount  Ida 

Williams,  Matthew  Bentley 

Wilshusen,  Lauren  Clark  U 

Wilson,  Brad  Fairfield  U 

Wong,  Amanda  BU 

Wong,  Eva  UMASS,  Amherst 

Wong,  Jin  UMASS,  Amherst 

Wong,  Kin  Hung  Bentley 

Wood,  Elizabeth  Framingham  State 

Woods,  Jeanne  Regis  College 

Wright,  Kevin  Northeastern  U 

Wright,  Kristen  UVM 

Yan,  Robert  BU 

Yip,  Kin  Fu  UMASS,  Amherst  % 

Yu,  Si  Ping  Harvard 
Yuen,  Karen  BU 
Zhu,  YaoYuan  Brandeis 
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Sun  Mon  Tue  Wed  Thu  Fri  Sat 


May 


S  M  T  W  T  F  S 

•234 

5  c'  r  a  -  io  n 

12  '■  14  '5  Vy  !3 

19  33  21  22  24  25 

26  27  26  29  X  31 


July 


S  M  T  W  T  F  S 

•  2  :•  ;  6 

7  5  9  1C  11  12  13 

14  15  r  ’3  19  20 

21  22  26  24  25  26  27 

28  29  30  31 

J?>£HLOX 


/^CADjjMIC 


0vai>uauon 


JB-L £>ay  :  Quasi 


<^A\axi£rt±fi  ^xant 


10 

■S-2Sa^s  :  dVatada 
ezNcsmilfi,  [23<xrujdLz 


17 


:\tat£  Qfwazdi 


CzTZinoi 


>ny 


cHavja'ul 
(Jommznaz-  ment 


\}inaii  iSzcjLn 


H9B6 


LUCk 
CLASS  OF 

20 


14 


21 


.S-2^ay  : 
£[(.2atjz.tfi 
<’J~’c£r6n 


c=NcHS 

induction  and. 
<J\izz  ^Yujfd 


7 

-S-L£3ay  :  YfUzoma 
Y/udia 


1 


THE  MULTI- 
1ULTU  RAL 
:AI  R 


?4>  T1 

1996  «wi 


23 


23 

JB-iZiaiy  :  E7t ojy 

Jliniz  (  23xd  J 


30 


THE  LAST  DAY  OF 
SCHOOL  IS 
COMING  SOON. 


fJimad 

cHex nandcj.,  Q.I. 
Q-zjm  ^oncj 


24 


25 


XJL 


IJEANil 
CAPTAW 

■CAH 


26 


LIX  AMUIK 
MiW.  THE 
U£N®AR" 


27 


28 


29 


